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The ECO Programme on Trade Facilitation is to be initiated under the commitments of the Member States on enhanced trade cooperation and removal of Non-Tariff Barriers (NTBs). These were expressed at the ECO Summit, Council of Ministers (CoM), Meetings of the Ministers of Commerce and Foreign Trade, Ministerial on Economy and Finance, Heads of Customs Administrations at other regional and international forums.

2.
The existing cooperation among the Member States on Trade Facilitation is formalized on the basis of following legal mechanisms in place:   

· Treaty of Izmir

· ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA)

· Agreement on Establishment of ECO Operations of the Customs Offenses and Data Bank

· ECO Agreement on Mutual Administrative Assistance in Customs Matters

· ECO Agreement on Simplification of Visa Procedures for Businessmen and Transit Drivers. 

3.
The ECO Programme on Trade Facilitation envisages a number of activities to be launched for expansion of cooperation among the Member States. Activities of the Programme would be undertaken in the light of the decisions of the CoM and Regional Planning Council (RPC) Meetings of 2010-2011 and decisions of the Ministerial Meetings on Commerce/Foreign Trade, Economy and Finance and Council of the Heads of Customs Administrations. Efforts would be made to develop linkages of Programme activities with the current ECO plans and projects which are at various stages of implementation. These include the following: 

· ECO Project on Expanding Intra-regional Trade

· ECO Project on Trade and Investment Network Web-Portal 

· Hosting of activities for enhancing private sector cooperation

· Activating the ECO Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

· Closer coordination with ECO-TDB for stepping up activities in the direction of trade facilitation 

· Technical and financial support of UNESCAP, UNIDO, UNOHRLLDs, UNDP, WTO and WCO under the existing MoUs signed between ECO and other International/Regional Organizations. 

· Funding of the Project activities by the Islamic Development Bank (IDB) for regional activities on trade facilitation measures   

4.
The projects proposed under the Programme would aim at expansion of cooperation in areas of trade, customs and private sectors. It will be achieved by undertaking studies and organizing expert group meetings to initiate consultative process among the relevant authorities of the Member States. The focus of the activities will be the preparations of legal mechanisms and institutional support necessary for implementation of the overall strategy of ECO on trade cooperation. 

5.
The Programme activities will be designed to implement the following decisions of the 4th ECO Ministerial Meeting on Commerce and Foreign Trade (Kabul, July 11-13, 2011):

i. Establishment of Joint Working Group comprising experts of Ministries of Commerce and Foreign Trade, Customs authorities and Trade Promotion Organizations to finalize drafts of the proposed agreements on:

· ECO Trade Facilitation Agreement

· ECO Agreement on Joint Trade Promotional Activities (Republic of Turkey offered to prepare the first draft).

6.
Important components of the projects where ECO initially seeks support from Ministry of Industry, Mines and Trade of I.R. of Iran include the following:-

1. Coordination of the activities/ hosting the meetings of the JWG and SCOEs to implement recommendations of the UNDP Consultant Report and preparation of the draft of the ECO Trade Facilitation Agreement. 

2. Study on ECO Transit Trade Procedures in collaboration with United Nations Office of the High Representatives for Land Locked and Least Developed Countries (UNOHRLL/LDCs). 

3. Workshop on Trade Facilitation with technical assistance of international/regional organizations 

4. Joint activities on E-Trade:- Introduction of paperless trade, Integrated trade facilitation system by introducing Single Window Operations, Issuance of electronic Certificates of Origin and other documents (collaboration of Asia Pacific Council for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business (AFACT) and Ministry of Industry, Mines and Trade of the I.R. of Iran).  

5. Offer set of training courses related to E-Trade, Harmonized System, Controlling Methods and use of IT in data exchange, Transit, Evaluation of Goods, Risk Management and Intellectual Property Rights. 

6.  Study to examine specific needs of the Member States particularly, those of the smaller economies of ECO (Afghanistan, Kyrgyz Republic and Tajikistan), highlighting selected areas for increased cooperation, exploring ways and means to improve administrative capacities and preparation of plans for addressing capacity challenges in the region. 

