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	*
All the views, comments and figures given in the country portions of this Guide Book, which are of informative character, are based on the information and data provided by the respective Member States.



1.        OVERVIEW

 
The Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) consists of ten Member States namely the Islamic State of Afghanistan, the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the Republic of Tajikistan, the Republic of Turkey, Turkmenistan and the Republic of Uzbekistan.  These ten Member States and their populations are linked by centuries of common history, culture and traditions.

It is from Central Asia that the massive human migrations of pre-history started, with branches moving westwards into the Middle East and Europe, southwards into South Asia, eastwards into China and the Far East, and northwards into Siberia and then across the Bering Straits into the North and South America.  With the extraordinary resources  which have been newly discovered now, this region is again  destined to become a power centre of the world.

The region encompassed by the Economic Cooperation Organization comprises one of the richest parts of the world, full of complementarities and potential in terms of the opportunities offered by oil and gas and mineral resources, hydro-electric power, and population dynamics. These  complementarities and potentialities chart the course of future  collaboration among the countries of the region. 

At the very centre of the region's potential are its oil and  gas reserves. At the beginning of the 20th century, one of the ECO member countries, Azerbaijan, was already the world's leading petroleum producer.  It was also the birthplace of the  oil-refining industry.  At the beginning of the century, for example, Azerbaijan produced more oil than the United States, and accounted for more than half of the world production.  Iran alone accounts for about 9% of global oil reserves and ranks

fifth in the world; it also has 1/7 of the world's reserves of natural gas.  Kazakhstan possesses enormous untapped fossil-fuel reserves.  Turkmenistan oil and gas are both of a very high grade, both as fuel and as a raw-material for chemical production.  Uzbekistan also has substantial reserves of natural gas, oil and coal.  Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan are now all poised to engage in a vigorous oil and gas activity in view of the prospects offered by the Caspian Sea Basin.  The region of the ECO will thus resume a key role in the energy markets of the world as soon as their oil and gas  potential is fully realized.

The region can also effectively cooperate to meet its own energy requirements by developing the requisite power lines and oil and gas pipelines.  Beyond that, the Member States can also cooperate to further develop the region's energy resources for export into the world market.  With some of the highest mountains in the world, the swiftly flowing rivers of the region can produce enormous amounts of hydro-electric power.

Improved infrastructures will link all segments of the historic Silk Road again, reviving a centuries old tradition of overland travel and commerce in these areas, and generating a sustainable momentum for trade and expanding the region's access to South and East Asia. Three hundred forty million people spread over an area of seven million  square kilometers  will relive their thriving past in modern history as we enter into the 21st   century.

 
The region's rich resource base provides all the ingredients for a sound industrial base.         The variegated minerals produced by the region include iodo-bromide waters, lead, silver, zinc, iron, coal, copper ores, tungsten, tin, chromite, nickel, cobalt, titanium, manganese, antimony, vanadium, gold,  mercury, bismuth, gypsum, carbonates, quartz sand, precious   and semi-precious stones, mirabilite, iodine, bromine, sulfur, potassium, dolomite and mart for fertilizing calcium-deficient soil, lignite, bauxite, marble and limestone and molybdenum. The list encompasses almost all known elements and all in commercially exportable quantities. 

The region also has considerable agricultural potential with its vast irrigation networks and steppe lands,  accommodating both live-stock and grain production. It includes two of the world's leading cotton producers, Pakistan and Uzbekistan, jointly producing about a third of the total   world supply of this essential natural fibre. Further enhancement in the capacity of the ECO Members  States  to add value to their cotton-based exports will make them formidable leaders of the world market in the textile and apparels.  The region can fruitfully join efforts to meet the food requirements  of its  Member States and also develop its food-processing  capacity for exports to its immediate neighbouring regions.  Its Member States are also known for their orchards and   vineyards.  They are renowned as well for raising rare breeds of horses, karakuls and silk.

Because of its central geopolitical location, the ECO and its individual Member 
States, act as important bridges between this region and other regions of the world.  All the ten Member States of the ECO are members of the Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC), an inter-regional organization which spans the vast area from Mauritania to Indonesia.  The Caucasian and Central Asian Member States of ECO have many deep economic links with the Russian Federation and with the CIS, with whom they share lines of economic communication and population intermingling dating back to Soviet era and beyond.  All those countries are also members of OSCE. Turkey is a bridge by itself, sitting as it does, on two continents   simultaneously; it also is a member of NATO and an Associate  Member of the European Union.  Pakistan is a member not only of ECO, but also of the South Asian Association  for  Regional Cooperation (SAARC), which groups seven Member States of the South Asian continent.  Iran has a leading role in the crucial  waterways of the world. 

The ECO region is full of bright trading prospects for the future among its members and with the world at large, collaborating actively with the regional networks like ASEAN, SAARC, BSEC, E.U. etc. 

2.       HISTORY

The Economic Cooperation Organization  is an inter-governmental organization, originally established by Iran, Pakistan and Turkey, for the purpose of promoting regional economic cooperation among the Member States. ECO is the successor organization to the Regional  Cooperation for Development (RCD) which was established in 1964, and which remained in existence upto 1979.  The RCD  was subsequently restructured and revived under its present name of ECO.  At a ministerial meeting held in Islamabad in  June 1990, the Treaty of lzmir signed in 1977 as the framework  for the RCD was modified to provide a proper legal basis for the  transition from RCD to ECO and adopted later as the basic Charter of the ECO.  Following the ratification of the amended Treaty of lzmir by all the three founding Member  States, ECO was fully launched in early 1991.

 
The dawn of 1992 witnessed a changed world.  The break-up of the former Soviet Union had led to the  independence of the  Republics of Central Asia and the Caucasus.  In their bid to open up to the outside world, and as  a manifestation of their urge to revive their historic affinities with the peoples of Iran, Pakistan and Turkey, six of these Republics, namely, Azerbaijan, Kazakstan, Kyrgyzstan,  Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan., alongwith Afghanistan, sought the membership of the ECO, and were  readily admitted into the Organization. The participation of these seven new members in the activities of the Organization commenced after their formal accession to the Treaty of lzmir  at an Extraordinary Meeting of the ECO Council of Ministers held in Islamabad on 28 November 1992.

The Treaty of lzmir has since been strengthened by subsequent historical developments.  Several other agreements and plans have been approved to provide the legal framework for extensive growth of the ECO region and its representative organization.  The Member States adopted the Quetta Plan of Action in their meeting in Pakistan on 6-7 February 1993 and the "ECO Long Term Perspective" envisaged in the Istanbul Declaration (Turkey,  5-7 July 1993).  The ECO Transport Ministers worked out a comprehensive document viz  the Almaty Outline Plan for the Development of Transport Sector in the ECO Region  (Almaty -Kazakhstan, 25-27 October 1993). This plan was approved by the fourth meeting of the ECO Council of Ministers held in Tehran on 25-26 January, 1994. During the 3rd ECO Summit, the Ministers signed the ECO Transit Trade Agreement and the Agreement on Simplification of Visa Procedures for the Businessmen of the ECO Member States in Islamabad on 15 March, 1995. 


A Memorandum of Understanding on reorganization and restructuring of ECO was signed by the Foreign Ministers of ECO countries at Asghabat on 11 May, 1996 during the Fourth Summit Meeting. The Council of Ministers also approved the Economic Cooperation Strategy and the Functional Methodology. The Extraordinary Meeting of the ECO Council of Ministers held in Izmir, Turkey on 14 September, 1996 had finalized the ECO's basic documents of reorganization including its fundamental Charter, the Treaty of Izmir. The Meeting also approved the Implementation Plan on Reorganization and Restructuring of ECO and witnessed the signing of the Treaty of Izmir and the Agreement on the Legal Status of ECO by the Ministers/Authorized Representatives of ECO Member States. 


During the Fifth ECO Summit held on 11th May, 1998 in Almaty, the Charter of ECO Educational Institute and the MOU on Cooperation Against Smuggling and Customs Frauds as well as Transit Transport Framework Agreement have been signed by Foreign Ministers of the ECO Member States at the eight Council of Ministers’ Meeting (COM).  They also endorsed the Programme of Action for ECO Decade of Transport and Communications (1998-2007).
3.      OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGY

The principal  objectives of the ECO are, the sustainable economic development of Member States; the progressive removal of trade barriers and promotion of intra-regional trade , a greater role for the ECO region in the growth of world trade; the gradual integration of the economies of the Member States with the world economy; the development of transport and communications infrastructures linking the Member States with each other and with the outside world; economic liberalization and privatization; the mobilization and utilization of ECO region's material resources; the effective utilization of the agricultural and industrial potentials of ECO region; regional cooperation for drug abuse control, ecological and environmental protection and strengthening of historical and cultural ties among the peoples of the ECO region; and mutually beneficial cooperation with regional and international organizations. 

 
To attain these objectives, the Treaty of lzmir stipulates in its Article-3, seven principles of regional cooperation:

(a) Sovereign equality of the Member States which shall fulfil, in good faith, the obligations assumed by them under this Treaty; 

(b) Linking of national economic development plans with ECO's objectives; 

(c) Joint efforts to gain freer access to markets outside the ECO region for the raw materials and finished products of the Member States; 

(d) Effective utilization of ECO institutions, agreements and cooperative arrangements with other regional and international organizations including multilateral financial institutions; 

(e) Common endeavours by the Member States to develop a harmonized approach, in order to enhance their participation in regional and global arrangements; 

(f) Cooperation among Member States in pursuance of ECO strategies; 

(g) Exchanges in educational, scientific, technical and cultural fields.

 
Since its expansion in 1992, the ECO has gone a long way in outlining and developing viable strategies to capitalize  on the vast combined potential of its Member States.  By the end of 1993, two historic documents were adopted; these  determine the long-term vision of the Organization.  The Quetta  Plan of Action and the Istanbul Declaration on Long-Term Perspectives, underline the vital need for mobilizing the natural  and human resources of the region, based as far as possible,  on a market-oriented economy.  As communications are a prerequisite for achieving the goals identified in these two  documents, the transport and communication sector tops the ECO agenda for the coming years. A network of roads, railways and airlines, as well as a telecommunications network,  are envisioned for the end of the century.

The first meeting of the Transport Ministers of the ECO member countries took place in Almaty in Kazakstan in October 1993. The meeting adopted the Almaty Outline Plan for the Development of Transport Sector in the ECO region, covering the issues of interconnection of ECO  roads and railways, linking the Member States with each other, and with the outside world, as well as organizing international transportation and formulating its regulatory framework. 

The establishment of a modern transport and communications infrastructure in the ECO region and expedition of this process was the main agenda item of the Extraordinary ECO Summit Meeting held in Ashgabat on 13-14 May, 1997.

 In the field of telecommunications, a significant  development has been the integration of the proposed Istanbul-Tehran-Islamabad Optic Fibre Line with the Trans-Asian European Fibre Optic System (TAEFOS).

Trade also remains a priority area. A Protocol on Preferential Tariff Arrangements involving a 10% reduction was signed in 1991, and is being implemented as a first step towards the eventual elimination of trade barriers in the region. Two other agreements, one on Transit Trade and the other on  Simplification of Visa Procedures for Businessmen, were signed during the Third ECO Summit meeting in Islamabad in March 1995. Both the agreements have already been ratified by the required number of Member States and have come into force. 

The ECO Chamber of Commerce and Industry, which meets regularly every year, is also serving as a valuable platform for inter-action and dialogue between the business communities of the Member States. Priority is attached to the role of the private sector in the process of economic  development.

The Third ECO Summit meeting in Islamabad in March 1995 recognized the need for accelerated economic and commercial collaboration to cope with the new challenges and opportunities arising from the rapidly changing regional and global economic environment.  There was a consensus on the free market approach.  In the Islamabad Declaration, the Summit emphasized that the challenge for the ECO countries  was to further liberalize their own trade and economic policies as well as to gain access to the markets of economically significant regions of the world, as well as to seize the opportunities presented by the conclusion of the Uruguay Round.  The ECO leaders also stressed that regional efforts for closer economic links and trade liberalization must aim at consolidating the economies of the  Member  States.

A great deal of work was done in the cultural field under the RCD through an active Cultural Institute, which has been revived within the ECO framework.  The Charter of ECO Cultural Institute was signed during the Third ECO Summit meeting in Islamabad in March 1995. The Charter of ECO Science  Foundation has also been signed in March 1995 during the Third ECO Summit meeting.  The Charter of ECO Educational Institute has been signed in May 1998 during the Fifth ECO Summit held in Almaty. An ECO Plan on Drug Control was adopted by the Council of Ministers Meeting at Ashgabat in May 1996 and steps are now being initiated with the help of  relevant international organizations to implement the plan. To this effect, a project titled "Assistance in Establishing a Drug Control Coordination Unit at the Secretariat of ECO" was concluded with the UNDCP in March 1998. The project started its operations in July 1999. Several programmes of cooperation have also been evolved in  other areas of cooperation including agriculture, energy and  technical and industrial fields.

4.       ORGANIZATION

The Council of Ministers (COM) is the highest policy and   decision-making body of the ECO. It is composed of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs or such other representatives of   ministerial rank as may be designated by the Member States. The Council of Ministers meets at least once a year, at a venue   by rotation among Member States.

The Council of Permanent Representatives (CPR) is a permanent body based in Tehran comprising of the   Ambassadors or Permanent Representatives accredited to the   ECO.  It meets regularly several times a year to implement the   decisions taken by the Council of Ministers, and to formulate   issues which require a decision by Member States.

The Regional Planning Council (RPC) is composed of the Heads of the Planning Organization of the Member States and/or such other representatives of corresponding authority as may be nominated by their Governments.  It meets once a year generally at the Headquarters of the ECO in Tehran to review past   programmes, to evaluate the results achieved, and to consider and evolve programmes of action for realizing the objectives of   the Organization for submission to the Council of Ministers for   approval.

The Islamic Republic of Iran is  host to the ECO Secretariat. Iran extends facilities and privileges to the Organization in accordance with the "Agreement between the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran and ECO relating to the rights, privileges and immunities   of the ECO Secretariat", adopted by the Council of Ministers at Ashgabat on 11 May 1996.  The Secretariat is headed by the   Secretary General elected by Member States for a period of three years.  The post is rotated among Member States.  The role of the Secretariat is to initiate, co-ordinate and monitor the implementation of ECO activities and to service the meetings of the Organization.  The functions and the structure of the Secretariat are governed by the Rules of Procedure, Staff and Financial Regulations of the ECO Secretariat approved by the Council of Ministers.

The finances of the Organization are based on a Scale of Assessments for contributions by Member States.  An interim arrangement governs the contributions to the Secretariat's budget after the expansion of the ECO in 1992.  

Among the Regional Institutions of the ECO are ECO Trade & Development Bank, ECO Reinsurance Company, ECO Consultancy Engineering Company, ECO Shipping Company, ECO Air, ECO Chamber of Commerce & Industry and  ECO College of Insurance.

The Specialized Agencies are ECO Cultural Institute, ECO Science Foundation and ECO Educational  Institute. 

5.      COMPLEMENTARITIES AND POTENTIAL

The ten ECO Member States are spread  over an area of over 7 million square kilometers, rich in cultural, human and economic resources, and catering to the needs of approximately 340 million people.  The framework for their regional cooperation is provided by five major documents: the Quetta Plan of Action of 6-7 February 1993; the Istanbul Declaration of 5-7 July 1993; the Almaty Outline Plan for the Development of Transport Sector in the ECO Region of 25-27 October 1993; Transit Trade Agreement of 15 March 1995; and the ECO Transit Transport Framework Agreement of 11 May 1998. The Treaty of lzmir as revised in 1996, codifies the political will of the Member States  to move closer in the field of economic collaboration.  Potential  for sub-regional cooperation also exists.  In 1994, for example,  Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and Kyrgyzstan formed an economic  union that enabled free movement of labour and capital among  the three countries and established coordinated economic  policies.

The vast complementarities and potential for the mutual exchange of goods and services in the ECO region is not hampered by any external factors, but by the need to work more cohesively in order to tap the full possibilities for mutual benefit.  The political will has already been expressed to a great degree, but has not always been fully translated into policy decisions.  The evidence of political will in the regional context would require some changes in the direction of different types

of exchanges.

Although the region has taken several major steps forward, it will take some more time to attain the full level of its potential of which the parameters are defined by its obvious complementarities.

Essentially, these complementarities of the region arise from the following factors; (a) the resources of the region are unevenly spread in different areas, with major oil and gas and hydro-electric reserves in some countries, and major population masses in others; (b) a similar unevenness in the distribution of industry, most of which is concentrated in the more populated countries; and (c) the need for noticeably better transportation and communications networks, the absence of which constitutes perhaps the biggest obstacle to the realization of the potential underlying these complementaries. 

 
The complementarities are most vivid in the following domains: (a) trade and investment; (b) transport and communications; (c) energy; (d) industry; (e) agriculture; (f) tourism; (g) human resource development, and (h) environment. 


Based on the data and an overall study of the region, the following conclusions stand out about the existing complementarities in the region: 

Trade & Investment

ECO Member States have a substantial trade with the countries of the world.  The break-down and trends of this trade, and the region's import and export patterns, indicate vast potentialities for these States to change the current directions of this trade by exchanging their surplus goods with each other and by exploring the possibilities of expanding those opportunities further.

ECO's main exports to the rest of the world consist of crude commodities, petroleum and some manufactures with a little value added. Textiles, both as fibers and fabric, constitute important export items.  Fruits and vegetables are also important, particularly for Turkey and Iran.

The region's main imports from the rest of the world includes machinery and transport equipment as well as cereals.  Road vehicles and capital equipment are also on the increase  as the region is updating its capital stocks.  This will eventually give way to a higher proportion of consumer products.

Transport and Communications

The region has massive opportunities for further  collaboration in the field of transport and communications.  Seven out of ten ECO Member States are  landlocked countries, and their transport linkages with the other countries of the region and the rest of the world were weak and  disadvantaged. 


The projects envisaged in the Almaty Outline Plan and Ashgabat Declaration (1997) are being implemented and the ECO region would be interconnected by  roads, railways, airlines and shipping lines. The landlocked Member States of the region will ensure easy access  to sea, through Iran to the Persian Gulf, through Pakistan to the Indian Ocean, and through Turkey to the Black Sea and the  Mediterranean. The Tejen-Seraks-Mashhad railway line between Turkmenistan and Iran, which has been inaugurated in May 1996 and the Karakoram Highway in Pakistan, which is already operational, constitute the  important transport linkages within the ECO  region.

The Programme of Action for ECO Decade of Transport and Communications (1998-2007) approved by the Ministers includes the construction and upgrading of the vast road and railway networks both in the East-West and the North-South corridors within the region.  There are great possibilities for further improvements of the transport routes across territories of Azerbaijan and Central Asian States, including pipelines.

The ECO Member States are at different levels of development of a road technology, and can easily come to each others’ assistance for the building of new roads and reconstruction of the existing ones to improve their conditions for overland trade.  Turkey and Pakistan are already collaborating for the construction of a motor way between Peshawar and Islamabad.  Many others are also being planned and constructed.

 
The ECO States can also join hands in the rehabilitation  of the road network in Afghanistan, where reconstruction is  required for more than 60% of the country's 2,500 kms of  highways, and major bridges, which need to be replaced.  The rehabilitation of Afghanistan road network will thus offer all ECO States a great opportunity to join hands and offer their technical and  professional support to a fellow country.

The region also needs to extensively develop the railway transport traffic particularly in Iran, Pakistan and Turkey. The new Tejen-Seraks-Mashad  railway line has been built with resources of Iran and Turkmenistan.  This railway line is now serving as a bridge-head linking  the Central Asian countries to the ports in the Persian Gulf and Arabian Sea as well as with Black Sea and Mediterranean ports of  Turkey.

 
The progress in the field of railway transport may be achieved by:

i) Construction of the missing links and shortening of the existing railway lines;

ii) Increase of the traffic capacity of the main railway lines in each Member State;

iii) Setting up of a viable joint information system for the efficient organization of railway transportation;

iv) Adoption of the commonly agreed tariff policy.

Pipelines
Half of the ECO Member States  have  rich oil and gas reserves. Unfortunately, most of this oil and gas is bottled up in Central Asia itself, because of the absence of pipelines which can take  it out towards the international market and major consuming countries. The future of many of the Central Asian ECO States depends therefore on a prompt and satisfactory construction of pipelines.  Various schemes exist for a road and railways network as well as for pipelines.

There are five different ways according to the last surveys in which the oil and gas around the Caspian basin can be pipelined out into the world.  The first is through the existing pipeline structure , which runs northwards through Russia; most Member States  would like to limit this direction in order to diversify any over- dependence on a single country. The second is through the existing pipeline structure through Iran, which can be modified at relatively cheap cost. The third is through Afghanistan and Pakistan. Unfortunately,  this route is deeply jeopardized by the continuing conflict in Afghanistan. The  fourth is across the Caspian Sea and then through the Caucasian Republics either into the Black Sea ports or into the  consumer market in Turkey itself. The fifth is directed eastward from Kazakhstan into China, which is a major consumer in itself, and then at a  later stage onwards into Japan; this route is gigantic in its  length and challenge, but will also certainly see the light of  the day. 

Oil and Gas

Oil and gas is not only of interest to the rest of the  world, but also to some of the members of ECO itself. While Iran, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan have rich oil and gas deposits, and highly qualified personnel in the energy field, the two populous countries of ECO, namely, Pakistan and Turkey are, on the other hand, energy deficient countries. Both import substantial amounts of oil from the rest of the world, a significant portion of which could easily be supplied from within the region.  Such a supply of oil and gas to Pakistan and Turkey would not only substantially increase the volume  of trade within the ECO, but would also generate secondary trade as industrial production picks up because of the better availability of fuel and energy.

The collaboration amongst ECO region in the domain of energy will thus create an equation

of supply and demand within these countries. In fact, the highest degree of regional complementarity is in the supply and demand of oil and gas. The region needs to work extensively on these requirements.

Power grids

Another complementarity exists in the sector of hydro- electricity.  Vast hydro-electric potential exists particularly in Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan.  As in the case of oil and gas reserves, this  electricity too can only be converted into value if it is piped out  to those ECO members which have large populations and  consumer demand.  Pakistan is the obvious market, but nothing  is possible without the establishment of power lines which can  carry the electricity down from Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan into  Pakistan. 

Industry

  
The export and import patterns of ECO Member States indicate vast potentialities for exchanging goods with each other.

Some of the anomalies are striking. The region is not fully benefiting from the export-import potential from within the region.  Some Member States are importing those items from outside the region which other Member States are exporting to the rest of the world.

The region does not lack in examples of the member countries importing items from outside the region which probably could have been easily supplied from within the region.  It is evident that important imports for Azerbaijan from the rest of the world were parts for construction and mining machinery, amounting to 1.6 million dollars.  Iran, Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Turkey and Turkmenistan all are exporting these very items to the rest of the world.  Similar examples abound.

Agriculture

Kazakhstan, Pakistan, and Turkey, have exported significant amounts of cereals to the rest of the world in 1995 (16, 128, and 159 million US dollars respectively).  If they were to increase the local production of cereals they might help satisfy the demand for cereals by Azerbaijan, Iran, Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan.  The total value of the imports of cereals by the latter amounted to 827 million US dollars. Similarly, Central Asia also has enormous potential in livestock which can be shared by the other countries in the region.

Tourism

       Linked to the development of physical infrastructure in the region are the extensive possibilities of  tourism. Tremendous opportunities exist along the Silk Road, with all the romance of its history and the abundance of scenic and religious sites which mark its route. Turkey’s western and southern coasts and the Caspian Sea offers touristic attractions on a number of fine beaches and a salubrious climate. Cultural attractions abound in the Central Asian Republics, and already draw quite a few tourists, but nowhere as many as should be visiting the region.

Human resource development

In the human resource development, Pakistan and Turkey as well as Iran have immense expertise in diverse fields, such as health, vocational training, banking, finance and civil administration.  The Central Asian Republics are rich in their expertise on energy and agriculture. Pakistan can also help in teaching of English as a foreign language in Azerbaijan and the Central Asian Republics.  The ECO can be the catalyst for this exchange of expertise.

Environment

Environment is another area in which the ECO region needs to share its resources and expertise.  The crisis of Aral Sea poses an undoubted threat to the eco-balance of the region, with devastating effects on the entire globe.  Once the fourth largest lake of our planet, the Aral Sea has been drying up during the past four decades.  By 1995, the sea lost three-quarters of its water volume, and half of its surface area.  The Sea had shrunk by 100-150 kilometers, converting port towns into desert towns.  The area exposed by the shrinking sea is subjected to heavy salinity.  High winds blow this salinity into the atmosphere, where high altitude winds then take it around the world.  The Aral Sea is thus becoming a disaster of global magnitude. 

The five littoral and upper riparian States of the region, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan, have already agreed on a programme of urgent measures for the Aral Sea, by the establishment of the International Aral Sea Rehabilitation Fund in 1994.  The other

countries in the ECO region can join the efforts of the affected Member States to meet the following objectives:-

-
stabilization and improvement of management of the Aral Sea Basin's environment;

-
rehabilitation of disaster zones, surrounding the Aral Sea; and improvement of management of scarce water  resources in the region;

-
capacity building of local and state institutions on  planning and implementation of regional programs.

Institutional arrangements

 
The Organization has recognized the importance of building appropriate institutions, like the ECO Trade and Development Bank, the ECO Reinsurance Company, the ECO Shipping Company, and the ECO Air.

Efforts are being deployed to ensure an early operationalization of the ECO Trade and Development Bank.  The harmonization of banking practices and better understanding amongst the central bankers can also lead to improved results. This is an essential step to address the fiscal hurdles arising   from differences in the vital economic indicators of the ECO Member States, such as GNP, growth rates of GDP,  saving and investment, rates of inflation and deficit, unemployment rates, wage rates, interest rates, monetary   growth rates, current account balances, reserve ratios set   by Central Banks, exchange rates and foreign exchange reserves, etc. The banking sector can provide a framework in which the fiscal management of the region could move towards a central axis and generate sufficient momentum for mutual harmonization of policies. Better coordination in economic policy formation will have a salutary effect on the region's economic collaboration.

Appropriate arrangements to finalize the Charter of the ECO Reinsurance Company are being worked out to provide this basic financial instrument to the traders in the region. The ECO Shipping Company needs more funds for expansion of its assets and fleet. The ECO Air has to be supported in order to become operational.

The region has energetically laid down the basic legal framework for mutual collaboration by entering into multiple agreements listed in the beginning of this chapter. The countries of the region now need to ensure comprehensive implementation of the agreements signed by the political leadership. 

6.1       ISLAMIC STATE OF AFGHANISTAN – COUNTRY PROFILE

Geography

Afghanistan is a landlocked country of South-Central Asia.  The country extends about 600 miles (970 km) from north to south and about 800 miles (1,300 km) from east to west, including the very narrow Wakhan, a corridor 150 miles (241 km) long connecting Afghanistan with China to the northeast. Afghanistan is also bordered on the south and southeast by Pakistan, on the west by Iran, and on the north by Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan.  Its total area is 251,825 square miles (652, 900 square km).

People

Afghan people are of Pashtun, Tajiks, Uzbeks and Hazaras ancestries. The Pashtuns mainly inhabit the southern and eastern parts of the country.  Most Pashtuns are sedentary. The Tajiks, mostly farmers and artisans, live predominantly in the northeast and in the west of Herat. The Uzbeks are mainly farmers living north of the Hindu Kush. The Hazaras are nomads who inhabit the central mountains.

The official languages of the country are Pashtu and Dari, both Indo-European languages.  Pashtu is spoken by about half the population. Dari is the language of about a third of the population-mainly the Tajik, Hazara and Kizilbash people. More than four-fifths of Afghanistan's population is rural, and nearly one fifth of the country's population is nomadic.

Afghanistan's birth and death rates are among the highest in the world, and country has a relatively young population; 46 percent are less than 15 years of age.

Government

After the overthrow of the communist government in 1992, a broad coalition of Islamic groups--former mujahideen, religious leaders, and intellectuals--formed in Kabul a 51-member             ruling council, headed by a President, and proclaimed an Islamic republic. Mr Burhanuddin Rabbani is the current President. This transitional government, however, did not have the support of all the rebel factions, and the future of the government and of local control across Afghanistan was uncertain.  Even after the capture of Kabul and most parts of the whole country by the Taliban, the politico-military situation in Afghanistan remains stalemated.

Economy

Afghanistan has a developing economy that is based largely on subsistence-level agricultural production.  The gross national product (GNP) per capita is among the lowest in the world. The GNP originates primarily in agricultural output (about two-thirds of the total), followed by the combined category of mining, manufacturing, and public utilities, and then by trade. Afghanistan's industrial products, based largely upon agricultural and pastoral resources, include cotton textiles, wool, rayon, and acetate fabrics.  Traditional handicrafts remain important; among them, woolen carpets are a major export. Hydroelectric plants on Afghanistan's swiftly flowing rivers produce nearly two-thirds of the country's electric power, but this resource is under-utilized.

Economic considerations have played second fiddle to political and military upheavals during close to two decades of war, including the decade long Soviet military occupation (which ended 15 February 1989).  One-third of the population fled the country, with Pakistan and Iran sheltering more than 6 million refugees.  Gross domestic product has fallen substantially over the years because of the loss of labor and capital and the disruption of trade and transport. 

Resources

Extensive surveys have revealed existence of a number of minerals of economic importance.         The most important discovery has been that of natural gas, with large reserves near Sheberghan in Jowzjan province, near the Turkmen border, about 75 miles west of Mazar-e-Sharif. The Khwajeh Gugerdak and Yatim Taq fields are major producers, with storage and refining facilities. Pipelines deliver natural gas to Uzbekistan and Tajikistan and to a thermal power plant and chemical fertilizer plant in Mazar-e-Sharif.  Petroleum resources have proved to be insignificant.  Many coal deposits have been found in the northern slopes of the Hindu Kush. Major coalfields are at Karkar and Eshposhteh, in Baghlan province, and Fort Sarkari, in Balkh province.

AFGHANISTAN - BASIC FACTS

Official name: 

Islamic State of Afghanistan

National Day:


28th of April

 Capital:


Kabul

Area:



652,900 sq km

Border countries: 

China (76 km), Iran (936 km), Pakistan (2,430 km), Tajikistan

                              

(1,206 km) Turkmenistan (744) km, Uzbekistan (137 km).

Coastline:                   

None (landlocked)

Climate:                     

Arid to semiarid; cold winters and hot summers.

Natural resources:  
Natural gas,  petroleum, coal,  talc, barites, sulfur, lead, zinc, iron ore, salt, precious and semi-precious stones.

Land use:


Arable land: 12%

Meadows and pastures: 46%

Forest and woodland: 3%

Other: 39%

Agricultural products:

Wheat, fruits, nuts, karakul pelts; wool, mutton.

Population:


21.2 million (1996)

Ethnic composition: 
Pashtuns (40%), Tajiks (25%), Uzbeks (6%), Hazaras (17%), minor ethnic groups (Chahar Aimaks, Turkmen, Baloochs and others 12%)

Religions:     


Sunni Muslim (84%), Shi'i Muslim (15%), other (1 %)

Languages:


Pashtu (about 50%), Dari [Afghan Persian] (about 1/3), Turkic 

(Uzbek and Turkmen) and others (about 1/6)

Literacy :   


Total: 31.5%

                          

Male: 47.2%

                          

Female: 15%

Currency :             

1 Afghani (AF) = 100 puls

GDP per capita:  

$US 520.6 (1993)

Exports (millions $US)

1995

1996

A -Total:

           




166           
125


B – Major  export partners:

Pakistan          





  14  

  25

United States     




    5     

  16

Benelux           




  15        
  16

Thailand            




    2     

  12

Germany           




    8    

    9

Others:          





122        
  47

C – Exports to ECO Countries:



Azerbaijan





1

1



Iran






0

0



Kazakstan





0

0



Kyrgyzstan





3

0



Pakistan




          14
          25



Tajikistan





0

2



Turkmenistan





6

4



Turkey






0

0



Uzbekistan





0

0



Total:





          24
          32

D - Main export items (% share):

1990
        

Fruits & nuts




40

        

Carpets                 



19 

        

Wool                   



  4 

Karakul skins




  1 

        

Cotton                  



  1 

Imports (millions $US):









1995

1996

       
A - Total 





359

496








1995

1996

B - Major import partners:

Japan               



  92     

116

Netherlands          



    3           
  61

China               



  35           
  34

France              



  14           
  26

Germany             



  18           
  21

Pakistan




  22

  14

Turkmenistan




  10

  14

Others:             



197         
 237

C - Imports from ECO countries:

Azerbaijan            



    0            
    1

Iran                  



    0          
    0

Kazakhstan           



    0            
    6


Kyrgyzstan                



    0              
    7

Pakistan                 



  22     

  14

Tajikistan                



    0              
    2

Turkmenistan            



  10                    14

Turkey                    



    6     

    8

Uzbekistan




    0

    0

Total:                   



  38             
  52

D - Main import items (% share):

1988


Capital goods     
            


33 

Food                          




17 

Textiles       





13 

Petroleum products            



11 

 
Sugar & vegetable oil 




  6 

Tyres 






  6 

6.2      REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN - COUNTRY PROFILE

Geography

The oil-rich Republic of Azerbaijan is located on the western coast of the Caspian Sea between 30(-47(  east longitude and 30(-40( north latitude.  Azerbaijan borders Russia on the north, Iran on the south, Armenia on the west, and Georgia on the northwest.  It also shares an 11 Km long border with Turkey, in the geographically separated autonomous province of Nakhichevan.  

People

The Azerbaijanis combine in themselves a Turkic strain dating from the Oguz Seljuq migrations of the 11th century with mixtures of older inhabitants, including Iranians and others who had lived in Trans-Caucasia since ancient times.  In Nakhichevan, virtually all the inhabitants are Azerbaijanis, whereas around three-fourths of the people in Nagorno-Karabakh are Armenians.  Russians make up the largest minority in Azerbaijan (about 6 percent). As a result of the Armenian aggression 20% of the territory  of Azerbaijan has been seized and more than one million Azerbaijani people forcibly displaced from their homeland and become refugees.

Government

Republic of Azerbaijan became independent on 30 August 1991.  The President is the Head of State and is elected by direct election for a five year term.  Last election was held in 1998. The  President  appoints the Prime Minister and the Council of Ministers. Mr. Heidar Aliev is the current President.  Azerbaijan has a unicameral legislature (National Assembly) called Milli Mejlis. Out of the 125 members of Milli Mejlis, 100 are elected from single-member constituencies and 25 by a party list.  The  legal system of country is based on civil  law system.  The highest judicial body is the Supreme Court.

Economy

Azerbaijan is the most industrially developed country than the other Trans-Caucasian states.  It resembles the Central Asian states in its majority Muslim population, high structural current unemployment, and comparatively low standard of living. However, the emphasis on heavy industry has considerably expanded two traditional industries--petroleum and natural gas--but engineering, light industry, and food production are also of growing importance. Azerbaijan shares all the formidable problems of the ex-Soviet republics in making the transition from a command to a market economy, but its considerable energy resources brighten its long-term prospects. It has recently embarked on significant progress on economic reform, but some old economic ties and structures have yet to be replaced.

Azerbaijan's agriculture developed considerably in the later part of the 20th century.  Almost half of the country's total area is suitable for agriculture, and some two-fifths of this is under cultivation.  Azerbaijani fisheries are of particular importance because of the sturgeon in the Caspian Sea.

Resources

At the beginning of the 20th century, Azerbaijan was the world's  leading petroleum producer, and it was also the birthplace of  the oil-refining industry. In 1901, for example, Azerbaijan  produced 11.4 million tons of oil, more than the United States,  and accounted for more than half of world production.  As the  20th century progressed, however, Azerbaijan's role in oil  production decreased as the industry developed in other  regions of the U.S.S.R. and elsewhere in the world.

Azerbaijan has other natural resources, including natural gas, iodo-bromide waters, lead, zinc, iron, and copper ores,  nephtheline cyanides utilized in the production of aluminum, common salt, and a great variety of building materials, including marble and limestone.

AZERBAIJAN - BASIC FACTS

Official name:  


Republic of Azerbaijan.

National Day



28th of May

Capital:          



Baku(Baki)

Area:




Total area: 86,600 sq km

Land area: 86,100 sq km

Land boundaries: 


2,013 km

Bordering countries:
Armenia 1006.8 km:  Georgia:  507 km:  Iran 984 km:  Russia: 390.3 km:  Turkey: 11 km.

Climate:



Dry, Semi-arid steppe

Coastline:         


None (landlocked) 

                     



(Note: Azerbaijan borders the Caspian Sea (800 km)

Natural resources:   
Petroleum, natural gas, iron ore, nonferrous metals, alumina 

Land use (1993):


Arable land: 18%






Permanent crops: 5%

Meadows and pastures: 25%

Forest and woodland: 11%

       




Other: 41%

       




Irrigated land: 10,000 sq km (1993)

Agricultural  products:
Cotton, grain, rice, grapes, fruit, vegetables, tea, tobacco; cattle, pigs, sheeps, goats

Population:



7,855,576 (July 1998) 

Population growth rate:

 0.7 % (1998)

Ethnic composition: 
Azeri 90%, Dagestani 3.2%, Russian 2.5%, Armenian 2.3%,  other 2% (1995)

(Note: almost all Armenians live in the separatist Nagorno-Karabakh  region)

Religion:
Muslim 93.4%, Russian Orthodox 2.5%, Armenian Orthodox 2.3%, Others 1.8% (1995)

Languages: 



Azeri 89%, Russian 3%, Armenian 2%, other 6% (1995)

Literacy:     



Total 97%

                           


Male: 99%

                           


Female: 96%

Currency:   



1 manat = 100 gopik

GDP per capita:

             $US 504.91 (1997)

Industries: 
Petroleum and natural gas, petroleum products, oilfield equipment, steel, iron ore, cement, chemicals and petrochemicals,  textiles.

Electricity:



Capacity: 4,900,000 kW

                               


Production: 17 billion kWh

                               


Consumption per capita: 2,200 kWh (1995)

Transportation:
Railways: 2,125 km in common carrier service; does not include industrial lines.

                               


Highways: 36,700 km

                               


Ports: Baku (Baki)

                               


Airstrips: 69

Exports (millions  $US)






1995


1996


1997




    (Source:IMF/WB)
(Source:IMF/COMTRADE)
 (Source:Azerbaijan











Years of Establishment











And Creation,April 1998


A - Total 


 612


 618


781


B – Major export partners:

Iran                

163         

188


190

Russia              
  99          

136


-

Georgia             
  41           

  67


-

Ukraine             
  33           

  40


-

Turkey              
  26            

    3


41

Others:             
250          

148


-


C – Exports to ECO countries:






1995


1996


1997

Afghanistan

 --


 --          

    0.2

Iran                  
163            

187


190

Kazakhstan              
  17             

  21


    9

Kyrgyzstan              
    1              

    1


   2

Pakistan                
    0              

    0

  
   0.2

Tajikistan              
    3              

    0

  
   3.5
Turkmenistan          
  11 


  32

  
   8.5

Turkey                 
  26             

  39


  41

Uzbekistan

    4


    6


   4


 

Total:                
225            

286

       
 258.4
   

D - Main export items (% share):





1995
Oil and gas


49

Light industry


23

Machinery & metalworking
  9

Food industry


  6

Chemicals & petroleum
  6

Imports (millions $ US):






1995


1996


1997




(Source: IMF/WB)
(Source: IMF/COMTRADE)


       A - Total



955


1,255


794

       B - Major import partners:


Turkey               

141


   291


180

Russia               

  88


   187

UAE                  

  69


   129

Iran                 


  80


   102
                          49

Germany              

  44


     84

Others:               

533


    462

C – Imports  from ECO countries:






1995


1996


1997
Afghanistan          
    -


  -

           0.03


Iran                 

  80               

102

         49

Kazakhstan           
  18                

  12

         30

Kyrgyzstan            
    2                 

    4

           1.3

 

Pakistan              
    0                

  13

           0.25

 

Tajikistan            
    0                                  3

           0.08

Turkmenistan   
  51                

  12

         25

Turkey              
141      

291

       180

Uzbekistan   

   8 

              13  

           5.94


 Total:              
300               

450

       291.16

D - Main import items (% share):

(Source: EIU)

1995


Food industry products      

41

Machinery & metalworking    
18

Chemicals & petroleum       

10

Ferrous metallurgy           

  7

Light industry               

  2

6.3       ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN - COUNTRY PROFILE

Geography

In an area of 1,648,196 sq. km, the Islamic Republic of Iran as the world's 17th largest country, is situated in the South-West Asia. 

The country is located between 44( 05'-63( 18' East longitude and 25( 03'-39( 47' North latitude. It is bordered on the north by Turkmenistan, the Caspian Sea, Armenia and Azerbaijan, on the east by Pakistan and Afghanistan, on the south by the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of Oman, and on the west by Turkey and Iraq. One of the main geographical characteristics of the Islamic Republic of Iran is it's climatic specialty, meaning that four seasons temperature may be seen simultaneously in different parts of the country. 

People

Diverse geographical conditions, as well as the long historical heritage, have played an important role in shaping the Iranian society and culture. Even though the country is rapidly moving toward a modern industrial era, yet the rich traditional, religious and ethnic values of the people have remained intact. More than 61 percent of the country's population live in the urban areas and mostly work in business and industrial fields. However, the inhabitants of the rural areas are engaged in the agricultural activities. 

The official language of the Islamic Republic of Iran is Persian. However, a number of other languages and dialects such as Azeri, Kurdish, Luri, Balouchi and Arabic are spoken in some regions. 

The vast majority of Iranians are Muslims, mostly of the Shi'i. Zoroastrians, Christians of Indo-European linguistic identity and the Jews are the religious minorities of Iran. 

Government

According to the constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, adopted in 1979, and amended in 1989, the structure of the government consists of legislative, judicial and executive powers, which function separately. Meanwhile the powers are supervised by a Supreme Religious Leader (Valie-Faghih), who is elected by the Assembly of Leadership Experts. 

The Islamic Consultative Assembly is the law making organ and its members are elected for a 4 year term by popular vote. 

The laws adopted by this Assembly are enforced after being approved by the Council of Guardians to determine their constitutionality and conformity to Islam. 

The Executive power is headed by the President, who is elected for a 4-year term through direct popular vote. The current President is Mr. Sayed Mohammad Khatami. The President, Vice Presidents and Ministers form the Cabinet. The Ministers obtain the vote of confidence from the Islamic Consultative Assembly. 

Being appointed by the Leader, the Head of the Judicial Power is the highest judicial authority. He nominates the Minister of Justice to the President as a member of Cabinet. 

Economy

lran's economy is a mixture of central planning, state ownership of oil and other large enterprises, village agriculture, and small-scale private trading and service ventures.  Over the past several years, the government has introduced several measures to liberalize the economy and reduce government intervention. Earnings from oil exports - which provide 85% of lran's export revenues  are providing less relief to Iran than usual because of reduced oil prices.

The agricultural sector accounts for about one-fifth of the gross domestic product GDP) and employs one-fourth of the work force in Iran. Mining and manufacturing account for almost one-sixth of the GDP and employ about one-eighth of the labour force.

Iran has the largest gross national product (GNP) in the Middle East, but its estimated GNP per capita is below average for the region owing to lower productivity of the factors of production. 

Resources

About one-eighth of the country is forested, mostly near the Caspian Sea, with oak, beech, linden, elm, and a few broad-leafed evergreens. The abundant wildlife of the country includes wolves, foxes, leopards, lynx, gazelles, and deer as well as goats and sheep.

lran's enormous proved reserves of petroleum are located mostly in the southwestern part of the country near the Persian Gulf.  The country's oil reserves account for about 9 percent of the total world reserves and rank fifth in the world. Iran also has one-seventh of the world's reserves of natural gas, and there are also substantial reserves of coal and copper ore.

IRAN -BASIC FACTS

Official name: 


Islamic Republic of Iran.

National Day:



11th of February

Area:




1,648,196 sq km

Total  boundaries:           

8,755  km






Land Boundaries:

4,137 km






Sea Boundaries 

(including Caspian Sea):
2,700 km






River Boundaries:

1,918 km 

Border countries: 
Afghanistan, Azerbaijan (Nakhichevan), Armenia, Iraq, Pakistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan. 

Climate:  
Mostly arid or semi-arid, temperate along Caspian coast and mountainous temperate along west and north-west.

Natural resources: 
Petroleum,  natural  gas, coal, chromium, copper, iron ore, lead, manganese, zinc, sulfur

Land use (1998): 




Arable land:


300,000 sq. k.m.
18.2% 

Meadows and pastures: 
900,000 sq. km.
54.6%

Forest and woodland: 

120,000 sq. km.
  7.3% 

Other: 



258,000 sq. km.
15.7%

Irrigated land: 


70,000 sq km 

  4.2%


Agricultural products:        

Wheat, rice, grains, dates, fruits, nuts, sugar-beet, cotton; dairy

                                


products, wool; caviar, poultry, meat.

Population (1996): 


60,055,488


Population growth rate(1996):      
1.6%

Religions:            
Muslim 99.56%, Zoroastrian, Christian & Jewish  0.44%

Languages:            


Persian and Persian dialects, 
Azeri,
Kurdish, Lori, 

Baloochi, Arabic. 

 Literacy (1996):                      
Total: 

79.51%

                              


Male: 

84.7%

                              


Female: 
74.2%

Currency:



Rial

GDP per capita (1997):

$US 2,180.2

Industries:
Petroleum, petrochemicals, plastic and rubber products, detergents, textiles, cement and other construction materials, food processing, sugar refining, vegetable oil production, steel sheets, metallurgy, armaments, machinery & car manufacturing. 

Electricity: 
              

Capacity: 22581 MWH (1997)

                          


Production: 91926 GWH (1997)

                           


Consumption per capita: 1500 KWH (1998)

Transportation (1998):             
Railways: 8,881 km






Highways: 80,000 km

Exports (millions  $US):


1995


1996

1997

A- Total:



18,360


22,391

18,374


B- Major Export Partners ($US):


Country


1995


1996


1997

Japan



130,364,032

  99,173,083

 104,185,243

            Italy



263,028,105

205,402,273

 275,534,271

            Korea


  
  54,754,381

  79,050,502
     
   94,926,528

            South Africa

   
    7,374,071

    6,009,375
  
   17,042,264

            Spain


  
  27,180,591

  38,625,528
  
   22,978,097

            Others:


         2,767,970,842
         2,677,447,556 
          2,360,924,999

 C - Exports to ECO Countries (thousand $US):


Country



1995


1996

1997

Afghanistan



  24,214

  23,876,
  14,477

Azerbaijan                


163,241

189,494
193,688

Kazakhstan                 


  46,163

  45,009
  32,755

Kyrgyzstan



  34,724

  32,300
  21,063                 

  
Pakistan                 


    2,524

  33,237
  29,461

 
Tajikistan               


  11,379

  21,715 
  28,905


Turkey




163,867

133,827 
  90,177

Turkmenistan         


  40,455

125,112 
146,152

Uzbekistan



  69,916

124,551 
104,185

Total:




579,199

729,121 
660,863

D- Main export items (% share):        



1995


1996

Oil & gas


82.3


85.3


Carpets


  5.5


  4.5


Fruit (fresh and dried)

  3.1


  2.8


Chemical Products

  1.7


  1.7


Imports (millions of $US):








1995


1996

1997

A- Total 


12,774


14,989

14,598

B - Major import partners (US $):

Country

1995


1996

1997


Germany

1,770,366,251

2,100,711,126
1,853,912,939


   
UAE


   412,693,376

   473,248,402
   562,108,975

  
Korea


   341,817,070

   444,870,507
   551,656,814

   
Italy


   535,082,134

   675,446,703
   759,057,936

  
Japan


   886,415,298

   843,968,433
   881,659,522

C - Imports from ECO countries (thousands  $US):


Country


1995


1996

1997

Afghanistan


    2,505

    6,216
    3,257

Azerbaijan                

209,574

251,843 
119,245

Kazakhstan                 

  73,521

112,016 
  99,770

Kyrgyzstan


    7,350

  27,251
  13,159
 

  
Pakistan                 

165,063

  53,819 
  22,675

 
Tajikistan               

263,000

    1,739
    3,294



Turkey



240,098

284,065 
289,121

Turkmenistan         

  17,565

    8,877 
    5,458

Uzbekistan


    3,880

  24,183 
  17,577

Total:



719,819

770,009 
573,556


D- Main import items (% share):






1995

Raw Materials


69.2 %


Capital Goods


15.1%


Consumer Goods

15.1%

6.4      REPUBLIC OF KAZAKHSTAN - COUNTRY PROFILE

Geography

The Republic of Kazakhstan is bounded on the northwest and north by Russia, on the east by China, and on the south by Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, and the Aral Sea; the Caspian Sea bounds Kazakhstan to the southwest. Kazakhstan's 1,049,200 square miles (2,717,600 square kilometres) make it by far the largest state in Central Asia and the ninth largest in the world.  Between its most distant points Kazakhstan measures about 1,820 miles (2,930 kilometres) east

to west and 960 miles (1,546 kilometres) north to south.

 People

The Kazakhs are a Muslim people who speak a Turkic language of the Northwest or Kipchak group. Fewer than one-fifth of the more than eight million ethnic Kazakhs live outside Kazakhstan, mainly in Uzbekistan and Russia. During the l9th century about 400,000 Russians flooded into Kazakhstan, and these were supplemented by about 1,000,000 Slavs, Germans, Jews, and others who immigrated to the region during the first third of the 20th century. The immigrants crowded Kazakhs off the best pastures and watered lands,  rendering many tribes destitute.  Another large influx of Slavs  occurred from 1954 to 1956 as a result of the Virgin and Idle Lands project, initiated by the Soviet premier Nikita  Khrushchev, himself a Slav. This project drew thousands of  Russians and Ukrainians into the rich agricultural lands of  northern Kazakhstan.

In the early years of independence, a significant number of ethnic Russians in Kazakhstan emigrated to Russia. This emigration, along with a return to the country of ethnic Kazakhs, changed the demographic makeup of Kazakhstan: by the mid-1990s the Kazakh proportion was approaching half the total population, while that for the Russians was closer to one-third.

Government

Kazakhstan's first post-independence constitution was adopted in 1993, replacing the Soviet-era constitution that had been in  force since 1978; a new constitution was approved in 1995. The  1995 constitution provided for legislative, executive, and judicial powers of government dominated by  strong  executive.

The 1995 constitution established a bicameral legislature consisting of a Senate and an Assembly (Mazhlis). Working jointly, the two chambers have the authority to amend the constitution, approve the budget, confirm presidential appointees, ratify treaties, declare war, and delegate legislative authority to the President for up to one year; each chamber also has exclusive powers.

The President is the Head of State and is elected directly for a maximum of two consecutive five-year terms.  The President appoints the Prime Minister and other ministers of the cabinet, as well as the chairperson of the National Security Committee. The President also appoints the heads of the local government entities, can reverse decisions made by these officials, and has broad authority to issue decrees and overrule actions taken by the ministries. The current President is Mr. Nursultan Nazarbaev.

The highest judicial authority is the Supreme Court, and there also are a number of lower courts; a Constitutional Council, the members of which are appointed by the President and legislature, reviews constitutional questions.  Judges serve life terms and are appointed by the President, with those of the Supreme Court are also subject to confirmation by the legislature.

Economy

Kazakhstan, the second largest of the former Soviet states in territory, possesses enormous untapped fossil-fuel reserves as well as plentiful supplies of other minerals and metals. It also has considerable agricultural potential with its vast steppe lands accommodating both livestock and grain production. Kazakhstan's industrial sector rests on the extraction and processing of these natural resources and also on a relatively large machine building sector.  The breakup of the USSR and the collapse of demand for Kazakhstan's traditional heavy industry products have resulted in a sharp contraction of the economy since 1991.

Privatization of state-owned industries was undertaken during the 1990s. In 1994 Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and Kyrgyzstan formed an economic union that enabled free movement of labour and capital among the three countries and established coordinated economic policies.

Resources

Kazakhstan's great mineral resources and arable lands have long aroused the envy of outsiders, and the resulting exploitation has generated environmental and political problems.

Among the most important minerals are copper in the central areas and in Aqtebe (Aktyubinsk) province; lead, zinc, and  silver in the Rudnyy Altai area and the Dzungarian Alatau and  Qaratau (Karatau) spurs; tungsten and tin in the Kolbin Ridge  and southern Altai; chromite, nickel, and cobalt in the  Mugozhar Hills; titanium, manganese, and antimony in the  central regions; vanadium in the south; and gold in the north  and east.

In 1993 Kazakhstan finalized a contract with the Chevron Corporation to exploit the reserves of the Tengiz oil field, one of the world's largest.  In the mid-1990s agreements also were sought with foreign investors for the development of oil and natural gas from the Tengiz, Zhusan, Temir, and Karachaganak wells. The profitability of such ventures rested principally on the establishment of new pipelines. 

KAZAKHSTAN – BASIC FACTS
Official name: 

Republic of Kazakhstan

National Day:


25th of October

Capital:


Astana (since June 1998)

Area:



2,717,600 sq. km.

Land boundaries: 

12,012 km.

Bordering countries:

China 1,533 km, Kyrgyzstan 1,051 km, Russia 6,846 km,

Turkmenistan  379 km, Uzbekistan 2,203 km.

Coastline:  


None (landlocked)

 



(Note: Kazakhstan borders the Aral Sea (1,015 km) and the Caspian

Sea (1,894 km)

Climate: 


Continental, very cold winters and hot summers, arid and semi-arid

Natural resources: 

Major deposits of petroleum, coal, iron ore, manganese, chrome ore,

nickel,  cobalt, copper, molybdenum, lead, zinc, bauxite, gold, uranium

Land use:


Arable land: 15%

                     


Meadows and pastures: 57%

                                 

Forest and woodland: 4%

                                 

Other: 24%

                                 

Irrigated land: 23,080 sq km (1990)

Agricultural  products: 
Grain, mostly spring wheat, cotton; wool, meat

Population:         

15.751 million (1997)

Population growth rate:   
- 1.1% (1997)

Ethnic composition:
Kazakhs 42%, Russians 37%, Ukrainians 5%, Germans 5%, Uzbeks  2%, Tatars 2%, others 7%

 Religions:  


Muslim 50%, Russian Orthodox  40%, Protestant 2%, others 8%

Languages:
Kazakh official language spoken by over 50% of the population, Russian (language of inter-ethnic communication) spoken by four-fifth of population and used  in everyday business

Literacy: 

Total population: 98%

Male: 99%

Female: 96%

Currency:

Tenge, introduced on 15

         


November 1993

GDP per capita: 
$US 1440 (1998)

Electricity:   

Capacity: 17,380,000 kW

                   

Production: 65.7 billion kWh

               

Consumption per capita: 3,70 kWh (1995)

Transportation: 
Railways: 13,841 km in common carrier service; does not include industrial lines.



Highways: 87,873 km public roads.

 


Waterways: 4,002 km on the Syr  Dariya River and Ertis River; and

Ports: Aktau (Shevchenko), Atyrau (Gur'yev), Ust-Kamenogorsk, Semey (Semipalatinsk)

Air-strips: 352

Exports (millions of US$)







1995

1996


1997

(Source: IMF/WPB)    (Source: IMF)  (Source: National 






  Statistical Agency

                                                              of  Kazakhstan)


A - Total



5,197

5,822


7,050

B - Major export partners:

Russia                 

2,493         
2,771

China                   

   287           
   461

UK                        

     70          
   231

Switzerland                

       2          
   213

Ukraine                 

   263                  213

Others:               

2,082          
1,933

C - Exports to ECO countries:

Afghanistan              

2.9           
 5.8


    8.6

Azerbaijan               

16            
  11


  23.2

Iran                       

  0          
  63


  83.3

Kyrgyzstan               

61            
113


  66.2

Pakistan                   

  2           
  12


    2.8

Tajikistan               

24            
  62


  55.0

Turkmenistan             

29            
  39


  49.8

Turkey                   

52            
  52


102.2

Uzbekistan                 

  0           
204


148.4
Total:

186.9           
561.8


539.5


D - Main export items (% share):

(Source:
EIU)







1995

Metals       


45 

       

Oil products       

27 

      

Food                     

10 

       

Chemicals                 

  4 

       

Machinery  


  2 

Imports (millions of $US)







1995


1996

1997







(Source: IMF/WB)
(Source:IMF)

A - Total



5,692


5,861

7,792

B - Major import partners:



Russia    


2,922         

2,342

-


Germany    


   314          

   198

-

Turkmenistan             

   140          

   176

  32.5

Turkey                    

     91          

   151

177

Belarus                   

    84          

   121

-

Others:                

2,141        

2,873

-

C - Imports from ECO countries:



Afghanistan


       0.1

     0
            0

Azerbaijan                

     25.3              
   23

19.4

Iran                        

     13.8                 
      6

  8.9

Kyrgyzstan                

     30.9              
    91

63.5

Pakistan


       1.4

    0.2

  0.3

Tajikistan                  

     12.2 
      
    18

  6.3

 

Turkey            


   123.5             
  151             177

 

Turkmenistan              
   241.3         

  176

46.1

 

Uzbekistan          

   269.5               
    89

65.6
Total:                    

   718.0           

554.2

387.1

D - Major import items(% share):

 
(Source: EIU)

1995

Machinery



28

Energy




26

Food                     


11

Chemicals                


11

Vehicles                  


  8

6.5       KYRGYZ REPUBLIC – COUNTRY PROFILE
Geography
The Kyrgyz Republic is bounded by Kazakhstan on the northwest and north, by China on the east and south, and by Tajikistan and Uzbekistan on the south and west. Most of  Kyrgyzstan’s borders run along mountain crests. The mountains stand in the core of the Tien Shan system, which continues eastward to China. To the southwest are two great valleys. The country’s area totals approximately 76,600 square miles (199, 900 square kilometres). The Kyrgyz, a Turkic-speaking people, constitute more than half the population. 

People
The Kyrgyzs speak a language belonging to the north-western or Kipchak group of the Turkic languages. They were formerly a nomadic people who were settled into collectivized agriculture by the Soviet regime. Besides Kyrgyzs, the country’s population includes minorities of Russians, Uzbeks, Ukrainians, and Germans (exiled to the region from European parts of the Soviet Union in 1941), as well as Tatars, Kazakhs, Dungans (Hui; Chinese Muslims), Uighurs, and Tajiks. Since independence in 1991, many Russians and Germans have emigrated.  

Government
Kyrgyzstan’s 1993 constitution, which replaced the Soviet-era constitution that had been in effect since 1978, recognizes numerous rights and freedoms for citizens. It establishes  legislative, executive, and judicial branches of government but gives the President, who is the Head of State, the ability to implement important policies or constitutional amendments through a national referendum.  The current President is Mr. Askar Akaev.

The new constitution originally created a uni-cameral parliament, but in 1994 voters approved a bi-cameral legislature, with a lower chamber (the legislative Assembly) consisting of 35 nationally elected deputies and an upper chamber (the Assembly of People’s Representatives) consisting of 70 regionally elected, part-time members. The President, elected directly for a maximum of two consecutive five-year terms, appoints the Prime Minister, the Cabinet, and members of the high courts, subject to approval by the parliament. The President also appoints the administrators of Kyrgyzstan’s six oblastes (provinces). The judicial branch includes local courts and three high courts: the Constitutional Court, the Supreme Court, and the Court of Higher Arbitration. 

Economy
The people of Kyrgyzstan have traditionally raised livestock and engaged in farming. Cotton, wool, and meat are the main agricultural products and exports. By the late 20th century the Republic had become a source for nonferrous metals, notably of antimony and mercury ores, and a producer of machinery, light industrial products, hydroelectric power, and food products. Gold mining has increased in importance, and Kyrgyzstan possesses substantial coal reserves and some petroleum and natural gas deposits. Hydroelectric power provides more than three-fourths of the country’s electric energy. 

Kyrgyzstan has been one of the most progressive countries of the former Soviet Union in carrying out market reforms. More than half of government stock in enterprises has been sold. The share of private sector activity in Gross Value Added increased from 13% in 1994 to 35% in 1997. Drops in production have been severe since the break up of the Soviet Union but during 1996 for the first time there was an achievement of 5.6% of GDP growth. Moreover, the real growth of GDP in 1997 has been fixed at the 6.2% level. 

KYRGYZ REPUBLIC – BASIC FACTS
Official name:




Kyrgyz Republic

National Day:




31st of August

Capital:




Bishkek

Area:





199,900 sq. km.

Land boundaries:



3,878 km

Border countries:
China 858 km, Kazakhstan 1,051 km, Tajikistan 870 km, Uzbekistan 1,099 km

Coastline:




None (landlocked)

Climate:
Dry continental to polar in high Tien Shan; subtropical in southwest (Fergana Valley); temperate in northern foothill zone.

Natural Resources:
Abundant hydro-electric potential; significant deposits of gold and rare earth metals; locally exploitable coal, oil and natural gas; other deposits of mercury, bismuth, lead, and zinc.

Land use:
Arable land: 7%


Meadows and pastures: 45%


Other: 48%


Irrigated land:
10, 666 sq km (1998)

Agricultural products:
Wool, tobacco, cotton, potatoes, vegetables, grapes, fruits and berries, sheep, goats, cattle, grain.

Population:
4,645,906 (1998)

Population growth rate:
1.4% (1998)

Ethnic composition:
Kyrgyzs 52%, Russians 22%, Uzbeks 13%, Ukrainians 3%, Germans 2%, others 8%.

Religions:
Muslim and Russian Orthodox

Languages:
Kyrgyz and Russian, official languages


(Note: in March 1996, the Kyrgyz legislature amended the constitution to make Russian an official language along with Kyrgyz, in territories and work places where Russian-speaking citizens predominate).

Literacy:
Total:

97.3 % (1997)


Male:

98.6%


Female:
96.2%

Electricity:
Capacity:

3,660,000 kW


Production;

13.758 billion kWh (1996)


Consumption per


capita:


3031 kWh (1996)


Currency:
Som, introduced in 1993  (1 Som = 100 teen)

GDP per capita:
$380.67 (1997)

Transportation:
Railways:

417.2 km


Highways:

28,400 km

Ports:
Balykchy  &  Karakol

(situated on the Issykkul Lake)

Exports (millions of $US):

1995


1996


1997
A – Total



408.9


505.4


603.8

B – Major export partners:


Russia



104.8


134.6


  98.8


Uzbekistan


  70.0


115.8


101.5



Kazakhstan


  66.8


112.5


  87.1


China



  68.5


  36.4


  31.6


US



    4.0


  17.6


  17.9


Others:



  94.8


  88.5


266.9  

C- Exports to ECO countries:


Afghanistan


    3.0


   6.5


  4.06


Azerbaijan


    2.1


   3.2


  2.7


Iran



    4.1


   6.3


  6.2



Kazakhstan


  66.8

           112.5


87.1


Pakistan


    0.6


   0.4


  1.07 


Tajikistan


    8.2


   8.3

            12.6  


Turkey



    3.2


   5.3


  7.9


Turkmenistan


    2.2


   3.2


  2.5


Uzbekistan


  69.96

           115.8
                      101.5


Total:



160.16


261.5

          220.5



D – Main export items (% share):









1997


Agricultural products



18.9







Textiles




  9.8



Base metals




  5.35



Mineral products



16.7

Imports (millions of $US)





1995


1996



1997
A – Total:


522.3


837.7



709.3



B – Major import partners:

Russia


114.8


174.5



190.8


Kazakhstan

112.5


139.5



  69.6


Uzbekistan

  88.9


131.5



128.6


Canada


    5.9


  42.5



    5.0


US


  19.1


  35.7



  39.6


Others


181.6


314.0


            275.7

C – Imports from ECO countries:


Afghanistan

    3.0


    0.008


0


Azerbaijan

    3.3


    1.4



2.5


Iran


    2.3


    3.4



5.7


Kazakhstan

112.5


139.5


          69.6




Pakistan

    3.0


    4.1


            5.3


Tajikistan

    4.8


    6.3


         10.0


Turkey


  38.3 


  47.6


          43.8



Turkmenistan

  18.6


 13.6


          15.5 


Uzbekistan

  88.9


131.5


        128.6


Total:


274.7


347.4


        281.0

D – Main import items (% share):

Agricultural products
    --


    --



16.0


Base metals

    6.9  
  

    5.5



  5.0

Machinery and 
  


  




Equipment

  12.1


  19.2



15.0

Mineral products
  37.4


  29.7



30.5



6.6. ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF PAKISTAN - COUNTRY PROFILE

Geography

PAKISTAN is Asia's seventh largest country, occupying the northwestern portion of South Asia.  It covers an area of 307,374 square miles (796,095 square km).  The country extends for more than 990 miles (1,600 km) from south to north and for about 550 miles (880 km) from west to east.  It is bounded to the west by Iran, to the north by Afghanistan, to the northeast by China, to the east and southeast by India, and to the south by the Arabian Sea.

People

Pakistan's population is a complex mixture of indigenous peoples. The population's ethnic composition has been affected by successive waves of Aryans, Persians, Greeks, Pashtuns (Pathans), and Mughals coming from the northwest. Arabs have also left their mark on the population.  Each of Pakistan's languages has a strong regional focus, and no single language can be said to be common to the whole population. The predominant linguistic group in Pakistan is Punjabi (more than one-half of the population); others include Pashtu (one-eighth), Sindhi (one-eighth), Saraiki (one-tenth), Urdu, and Baluchi.  In addition, there are refugees from Afghanistan and Iran in Pakistan.  Urdu is the lingua franca and is the national language of the country.  Almost 95% of the population is Muslim. Hindus and Christians and others make up the remaining 5% of the population.

Almost 40 per cent of the population is less than 15 years of age. The population is concentrated in the fertile Indus River valley and along that river's major tributaries in the north-eastern and northern portions of the country.  By contrast, western and south-western Pakistan are sparsely inhabited. 

Government

The President is the Head of State and is elected for a period of five years by the Federal Parliament and Provincial Assemblies. The current President is Mr. Muhammad Rafiq Tarar. There is a bicameral federal legislature. The lower house, the National Assembly has 217 directly elected members, who serve for five-year term.  The upper house, the Senate, has 87 members elected for six-year term with one third retiring every two years. Each of the four provinces elects 19 Senators (14 seats are reserved for candidates from the general public while 5 are reserved for the technocrats).  The remaining 11 are elected from the Federal Capital Territory, and the tribal areas.

The Prime Minister is the Head of the Government and is elected by the National Assembly for a five-year term. The current Prime Minister, Mr Mohammad Nawaz Sharif, came into power with an overwhelming majority in 1997.

Pakistan's judicial system is headed by the Supreme Court, and each province has a high court.  The Federal Shariat Court, a court of Islamic law (Shari'a), was set up in the 1980s. 

Economy

Pakistan has a developing mixed economy based largely on agriculture, light industries, and services.  The Government has placed special emphasis on the liberalization and privatization of the economy since 1990. The Gross National Product (GNP) is increasing more rapidly than the population, but the GNP per capita is among the lowest in Asia, albeit the highest in South Asia. 

Agriculture accounts for approximately one-fourth of the GDP and employs about 46 per cent of the labour force.  Wheat is the chief staple, and sugarcane is widely grown. Cotton and rice are major export crops.   Manufacturing accounts for approximately one-fifth of the GDP and employs one-eighth of the labour force. Textiles, particularly cotton textiles, are the chief manufacture and are a leading export.  Mining, which is largely controlled by the government, accounts for about 0.4 percent of the GDP.  Coal and iron ore (both of which are mostly low-grade), some petroleum, and substantial quantities of natural gas are extracted.  Limestone, chromite, and gypsum are widely mined.

Resources

Pakistan has known deposits of coal, iron ore, chromite, gypsum, copper, rock salt, marble, and other mineral resources that remain largely unexploited.  Natural gas is by far the most valuable resource.

PAKISTAN - BASIC FACTS

Official name: 


Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

National Day:



23rd March

Capital:



Islamabad

Area:




796,095 sq km.

Land boundaries:  


Total: 6,774 km

Border countries:      Afghanistan 2,430 km, China 523 km, India 2,912 km, Iran 909 k.m. 

Coastline: 



1,046 km

Climate:            


Mostly hot, dry desert; temperate in northwest; arctic in north.

Natural resources:
Land, extensive natural gas reserves, limited petroleum, low quality coal, iron ore, copper, salt, limestone

Land use:
 


Arable land: 23%

                 



Meadows and pastures: 6%

                 



Forest and woodland:    4%

                     



Other: 67%
(1993)

Irrigated land: 



170,000 sq km
(1992)



Agricultural Products:
Cotton, wheat, rice, sugarcane, fruits, vegetables;  milk,  beef, mutton, eggs, grains, oil seeds, tobacco.

Population:                 


130.58 million (1998 Census)

Population growth rate:

2.61% (1998)

Ethnic composition:
Punjabis, Sindhis, Pashtuns (Pathan), Baloochs, Mohajirs (immigrants from India and their descendants)

Religions:                    

Muslim 95% 

                               


Christian, Hindu, and other 5%.

Languages:                    
Punjabi 48%, Sindhi 12%, Siraiki (a Punjabi variant) 10%, Pashtu 8%, Urdu (official) 8%, Baloochi 3%, Hindko 2%, Brahui 1%, English and other 8%

Literacy:                     


Total: 

40%

                               


Male: 

51%

                               


Female:
28%

Currency:                     

1 Pak Rupee (PRe) = 100 paisa

GDP per capita:


$US 462.6  (1997)

Industries: 
Textiles, food  processing, beverages, construction materials, clothing, paper products, shrimp, fertilizers, sugar, leather garments. 

Electricity:   



Capacity: 12,530,000 kW (1995)

                               


Production: 43.3 billion kWh (1995)

                               


Consumption per capita: 389 kWh

Transportation:                

Railways: 

8775 km

                               


Highways: 

236,041 km

                               


Ports: 


Karachi, Muhammad bin Qasim

                               


Merchant marine: 
24 ships.

Exports (millions $US)

1994-95
1995-96
1996-97
1997-98

A.
Total  (FOB):


7759.0

8311.0

8195.0

8628

B.
Major export partners:
(% share).

Country


1994-95
1995-96
1996-97
1997-1998
USA



16.2

15.5

17.7

     -

Germany


  7.0

  6.8

  7.5

     -

Japan



  6.7

  6.6

  5.7

     -

UK



  7.1

  6.4

  7.2

     -

Hong Kong


  6.6

  9.1

  9.4

     -

Dubai



  4.0

  4.7

  5.6

     -

Saudi Arabia


  2.7

  2.4

  2.6

     -

Sub-Total


50.3

51.5

54.7

     -

Other Countries

49.7

48.5

55.3

     -

C.
Exports to ECO countries  (millions $US):



Afghanistan                

32.70

13.20

15.2

  31.27

Azerbaijan                  

  0.90

  8.80

10.7

  11.38

Iran                      

76.70
          118.10 

15.9

  23.53

Kazakhstan                  
  7.90

13.50

10.2

  19.30

Kyrgyzstan                  
  1.00

  0.90

  3.8

    7.87



7.87Tajikistan                
  1.60

  8.00

  4.5
      
  10.04

Turkey                    
          111.60

83.90

62.6

  69.8


Turkmenistan                
  9.80

11.00

  6.6

    7.23

 Uzbekistan                 

22.90

43.40

38.0

  33.08

 Total: 


          264.50
          298.80
          167.5
            213.57

Main export items(% share):


Commodity Group

1994-95
1995-96 
1996-97
Cotton



58.7

64.1

61.3

Leather


  8.0

  7.2

  7.7

Rice



  5.6

  5.8

  5.6

Synthetic Textiles

  7.1

  5.2

  6.1

Sports Goods


  3.2

  2.8

  3.7

Others



17.4

14.9

15.6

F.
Economic classification of exports (% share):
Year

Primary

Semi-


Manufactured



Commodities

Manufactured

Goods
1994-95

11


25


64

1995-96

16


22


62

1996-97

11


21


68

Imports (millions $US):




1994-95
1995-96
1996-97
1997-98

A.
Total:


10296.0
12015.0
11241.0
10310.0

B.
Major import partners (% share):
Country


1994-95
1995-96
1996-97
1997-98
USA



  9.4

  8.9

12.0

-

Japan



  9.6

10.7

  8.6

-

Kuwait



  5.8

  6.4

  6.9

-

Saudi Arabia


  4.9

  5.9

  6.0

-

Germany


  6.8

  5.8

  5.6

-

UK



  5.1

  4.4

  5.0

-

Malaysia


  8.8

  7.2

  4.7

-

Sub-total


50.4

49.3

48.8

-

Other countries

49.6

50.7

51.2

-

C.
Imports from ECO countries (million $US):

Afghanistan                

11.40

22.40

32.6

027.6

Azerbaijan                  

-

-

  0.2

    0.48

Iran                      
          164.40
          182.60 
          285.9
      
157.9


Kazakhstan                  
  2.20

  0.60

  4.4

    0.62

Kyrgyzstan                  
-

-

  0.1

    0.04


Tajikistan                  

  1.30

- 

  0.4

    0.25

Turkey                    

 96.60

79.00

71.1

  42.05


Turkmenistan                
  0.04

  0.10

  2.2

   0.52

 Uzbekistan                 

  4.10

  0.30

  1.2

   2.28

 Total: 


          280.4
          285.0
          398.1
           231.75

D -
Main import items: (% share)







       1995-96
        1996-97
        1997-98
Food and agricultural products

27

20

21

Mixed industrial products


14

20

  2

Main metals




12

11

10

Chemical products



  8

  7

10


E.
Economic classification of imports
(% share):





        1995-96
       1996-97
        1997-98
Capital goods:




35

37

31

Raw material for capital goods:

  6

  5

  5

Raw material for consumer goods:

45

43

44

Consumer goods:



14

15

20

6.7     REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN - COUNTRY PROFILE

Geography

The Republic of Tajikistan lies in the heart of Central Asia and is bordered by Kyrgyzstan on the north, China on the east, Afghanistan on the south, and Uzbekistan on the west and northwest. The territory of the country is 55,250 square miles (143,100 square km). Tajikistan encompasses the smallest amount of land among the five Central Asian States, but in terms of elevation it surpasses them all, enclosing more and higher mountains than any other country in the region.

People

The population of Tajikistan is 6.066 million people (1st January, 1998).  The country is inhabited by the representatives of over 70 nationalities, the majority of them is the Tajiks (64%), then the Uzbeks (25%), the Russians (3.5%), the others (6.6%). The official language is Tajik. By creed the majority of people is Muslim-Sunni (80%) Shi'i (5%) and others (15%). The literacy rate of the population is 98% with that of men (99%) and women (97%).

Government

In 1994 voters approved a new Constitution to replace the Soviet-era constitution that had been in effect since 1978 and amended after independence by referendum.  The new constitution establishes legislative, executive, and judicial branches. Unique among Central Asian republics, Tajikistan's constitution provides for a strong legislature rather than a dominant executive, though the President is head of State. The current President is Mr. Emomali Rahmanov. Members of the legislature, a unicameral National Assembly, are elected for five-year term.  The legislature has the authority to enact and annul laws, interpret the constitution, and confirm presidential appointees.  The President is elected directly for a maximum of two five-year terms and appoints the Cabinet of Ministers including the Prime Minister and high court justices, subject to approval by the legislature.  The highest courts include the Constitutional Court, the Supreme Court, the Supreme Economic Court (for commercial cases), and a Court of Gorno-Badakhshan, which has jurisdiction over the Gorno-Badakhshan autonomous region. 

Economy

The Tajik economy has been seriously weakened by the civil war of 1992-97. Due to that, Tajikistan has shown the next-to-lowest per capita GDP in the former USSR and an extremely low standard of living. Agriculture dominates the economy, with cotton being the most important crop.  Rather varied mineral resources include silver, gold, uranium, and tungsten.  Industry is represented by a large aluminum plant, gold-processing plant,  carpet-making factory and mining plant, hydro power facilities and factories mostly in light industry and food processing.  The continuous transition of the Tajik national economy to the market-oriented policies made it possible to start attracting foreign investments and to set up joint ventures, some of which are large scale enterprises with the investments over $ 30 million.

Resources

Tajikistan possesses rich mineral deposits.  Important metallic ores are silver, iron, lead, zinc, antimony, mercury, gold, tin, and tungsten.  Non-metallic minerals include common salt, carbonates, quartz sand and precious and semi-precious stones.  Energy resources include sizeable coal deposits and smaller reserves of natural gas and petroleum.  The hydro-power is significant. Mountain rivers allow at a relatively low cost to build and operate medium and large size hydro-power stations which could meet the energy requirements not only of Tajikistan but most of the ECO region.

TAJIKISTAN – BASIC FACTS

Official name: 

Republic of Tajikistan.

National day:


9th of September.

Capital:


Dushanbe

Area:



143,100 sq. km

Coastline: 


None (landlocked)

Climate: 


Mid-altitude    continental,  hot summers, mild winters; semi-arid

to polar in Pamir Mountains

Natural resources: 
Significant hydro-power potential, some petroleum, uranium, mercury, brown coal, lead, zinc, antimony, tungsten.

Land use: 


Arable land: 6%

                  


Meadows and pastures: 23%

                


Mountains: 71%

           



Irrigated land: 6,940 sq km

Agricultural products:

Cotton, grain, fruits, grapes, vegetables; cattle, sheep, goats

Population:


6.066 million ( January 1998)

Population growth rate:
2.41% (1997)

Ethnic composition: 

Tajiks 64.9%, Uzbeks 25%, Russians 3.5% (declining  because of





emigration), others 6.6%

Religions: 


Sunni Muslim 80%, Shi'i Muslim 5%, others 15%.

Languages:


Tajik (official), Russian widely used in government and business

Literacy:


Total population: 98%

            


Male: 99%

                         

Female: 97%

GDP per capita:

$ US 152 (1997, Source: UN Statistics)

Industries:
Aluminium, zinc, lead, chemicals and fertilizers, cement, vegetable oil, metal-cutting, machine tools, refrigerators and freezers

Electricity:


Capacity: 
3,800,000 kW

     



Production: 
14.8 billion kWh

      



Consumption 

per capita: 
2,400 kWh

Currency: 


Tajik Ruble, introduced in May 1995

Exports (millions of $US)

1995


1996

1997

A – Total:




749


771

727


B – Major export partners:

Netherlands          

255          

218

 

Uzbekistan           

132          

191

 

Switzerland           

  37           

  84

Russia                

  95           

  79

China                  

    9           

  25

Others:              

221          

174

C – Exports to ECO countries:







1995


1996

1997
Afghanistan           

0.3


0.3

0.85

Azerbaijan           

0.89


2.68

0.07

     

Iran               


0.7


4.7

3.5   


Kazakhstan            

7.04

          24.3
          12.0

 
Kyrgyzstan            

2.65

          10.3

9.01

Pakistan              

 -

  
1.44

1.32

Turkey                

8.05
  
 
1.91

8.2  

Turkmenistan          

2.08


3.46
          10.4

Uzbekistan           
        132.0

        190.7
        172.5 

Total:               
       153.81

        243.19
        215.69

D - Main export items (% share):

1995

Base metals


53 %

Textiles


30 %

Mineral products    

17 %

Imports (millions of  $US)







1995

1996


1997

       
A - Total:


       
809.0

668


750.3

B - Major import partners:

  

Uzbekistan    


255

199


275

 

Switzerland           

  52

100


-


UK     



161

  78


-

Kazakhstan  


  27

  52


42

Turkmenistan          

  57

  26


30

Others:  


247

213


-






1995

1996


1997
C - Import from ECO countries:

Afghanistan




    2.3


    0.75

Azerbaijan            

    1.22

    0.04


    3.2

Iran 



    0.74

    0.5


  12.0

Kazakhstan            

  26.5 

  52.4


  42.0

Kyrgyzstan             

    2.7

    7.24


    5.43

Pakistan               

    3.8
 
    6.0

 
    1.13

Turkey                 

    3.87

    3.31

    
    4.99

Turkmenistan          

  57.4

  26.3


  29.65

Uzbekistan           

251.4

198.8


261.6

Total:               

347.63

308.89


360.75


D - Main import items (% share):

1995

Mineral products     

75 %

Machinery & equipment 
11 %

6.8       REPUBLIC OF TURKEY - COUNTRY  PROFILE

Geography

The lands of Turkey are located at a point where the three continents making up the old world. Asia, Africa and Europe are closest to each other and straddle the point where Europe and Asia meet. Geographically, the country is located in the northern half of the hemisphere at a point that is about halfway between the equator and the north pole, at a longtitute of 36 degrees N to 42 degrees N and latitude of 26 degrees E to 45 degrees E. Turkey is roughly rectangular in shape and is 1,660 kilometres long and 550 kilometers wide. 

Because of its geographical location, the mainland of Anatolia has always found favour throughout history and is the birthplace of many great civilizations. It has also been prominent as a centre of commerce because of its land connections to three continents and the sea surrounding it on three sides.  

The area of Turkey is 774,815 square kilometres. The actual land border length of Turkey  is 2,875 kilometres in total and coastlines (including islands) are another 8,333 kilometres. Turkey has two European and six Asian countries as neighbours along its land borders. 

People

Turkey has been a melting pot of ethnically and culturally distinct groups since early prehistoric times. The most decisive influence was the incursion of Turkic peoples from the east from the llth century AD onward.  Turkish is the mother tongue of about nine-tenths of the country's population. Lausanne Treaty recognizes Armenians, Greek Orthodox and Jews as minorities.  Nearly all Turks are Muslims, and the Sunni is predominant.  Turkey's population increased rapidly after World War II, but the rate of growth declined by the end of the 20th century.

Government

The Turkish Republic, founded by Mustafa Kemal Atatürk in 1923, after the fall of the Ottoman Empire, was a one-party state until 1946.  Since then many parties have contested for power, and Turkey has had a civilian parliamentary government most of the time.  The 1982 constitution, amended in 1987 and 1995, provides for a democratic parliamentary system of government.  Under the constitution, the head of State is the President, who is elected to a non-renewable seven-year term by the Turkish Grand National Assembly (the national parliament).  Mr.Suleyman Demirel is the current President of the Republic of Turkey. The 550 members of the Assembly are elected for a five-year term by direct popular vote.  The President appoints a Prime Minister who forms the Government which is invested by a vote of confidence by the parliament.

Economy

Turkey's developing economy is part private and part publicly owned; the industrial sector now predominate over agriculture.   The economy underwent a sustained expansion during the second half of the 20th century.  It has become increasingly integrated into the West European economic arena. It is a member of OECD and has established a Customs Union with EU. It is also the member of some international, regional and sub-regional economic cooperation schemes such as Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC), Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), Middle East/North Africa Economic Conference (MENA), Southeastern Europe Cooperation Initiative (SECI), World Trade Organization (WTO), International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank Group, UNCTAD, Economic Commission for Europe and the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). Turkey is also an associate member of the European Union (EU) and the Western European Union (WEU). 

Agriculture accounts for about one-sixth of the gross domestic product (GDP) and employs about two-fifths of the workforce.  Manufacturing employs about one-seventh of the workforce and accounts for one-fifth of the GDP.

Resources

Locally mined iron ore, coal, lignite, bauxite and copper provide raw materials for the country's key manufacturing industries. It also has huge deposits of chromite.  Turkey is the Middle East's leading steel producer.

TURKEY – BASIC FACTS

Official name: 


Republic of Turkey.

National day:



29th of October.

Capital: 



Ankara

Area:




774,815 sq. km

Land boundaries: 


Total: 2,875 km

Border countries(km): 

Georgia
276

Armenia
325 

Azerbaijan
  18 

                           


Bulgaria 
269 




Greece 
203 

Iran 

529 

Iraq

378 

Syria 

877

Coastline:



8,333 km (including islands)

Climate:
Turkey is in the temperate zone and its topography is characterized by mountain ranges that run parallel to its sea coast. Thus the climate differs from region to region. Coastal areas enjoy a milder climate; the inland Anatolian plateau experiences extremes of hot summers and cold winters with limited rainfall.

Natural resources:
Hard coal, lignite, crude petroleum, iron, chrome, copper, boron minerals, magnasite, lead-zinc.   

Land use:



Arable land: 39%

                            


Permanent crops: 4%

                            


Meadows and pastures: 20% *

                            


Forest and woodland: 33%

                            


Other: 4% *

Irrigated land: 3,674,000 hectares *

*
Data are the results of General Agriculture Census of 1991. The other data refer to current agricultural statistics.

Agricultural Products:
Grain (wheat and barley), dry beans, sugar beet, potatoes, cotton, tobacco, vegetables, fruits (nuts, citrus, grapes, apples, olives) and tea.

Population (1998):


63.4 millions

Population growth rate (1998):
1.48%

Religion:



Muslim

Language:



Turkish.

Literacy  Rate (April 1998):

Total:

85.09%

(Age 6 and over)


Male:

92.15%






Female:
78.1  %

Adult Literacy Rate (April 1998):
Total:

84.7  %

(Age 15 and over)


Male:

93.61%






Female:
75.98%

Currency:



Turkish Lira

GDP (1997):



$ 189 billion

GDP per capita (1997):

$ 3,021

Industries:                    
Food manufacturing, grain mill products, beverage industries, tobacco, textile, paper, chemical industries, fertilizers, petroleum products, rubber products, tyre and tube industries, glass products, cement, iron and steel, metal products, manufacture of machinery (transport equipment, shipbuilding, railroad equipment, motor vehicles, aircraft manufacture).

Electricity(1996):


Capacity:
21.246.9 mW


  






Production:
94,861.5 gWh






Consumption 

per capita:
1,184.7 kWh

Transportation (1997):

Railways:
8,607  km




Highways:
380,289 km

Selected Important Ports:
Gemlik, Hopa, Iskenderun, Istanbul, Izmir, Izmit, Mersin, Samsun, Trabzon.

Merchant Marine (1997):

5,866 ships

Exports (millions of $US):

1995

1996

1997
A -
Total



21,637

23,225

26,245

B -
Major export partners:




Germany


 5,036

 5,187

 5,253


US



 1,514

 1,639

 2,027


Italy



 1,457

 1,446

 1,387

   
UK



 1,136

 1,261

 1,511

     
France



 1,033

 1,053

 1,163

    
Others:


           11,424
           12,639
          14,904

C - Exports to ECO countries (thousands $US):

Afghanistan       

 0,496

 2,107
 
 6,259

Azerbaijan     

         161,345           239,897           319,696

Iran                   
         268,434
         297,514
         307,000
 
 

Kazakhstan             
         150,775
         164,069
         210,573

Kyrgyzstan               
           38,156
           47,094
           49,427


Pakistan                 

90,870

77,868

58,152

Tajikistan                

  6,086

  4,437

  7,194

Turkmenistan             

56,283

65,650
          117,528

Uzbekistan                            138,542
          230,485           210,581

Total: 


          910,987        1,129,121
       1,286,410

D - Main export items (% share):

 




1995

1996

1997

Manufacturing goods:

74.3

74.4

75.3


Other manufactures:

59.1

57.1

68


All food items:

19.6

19.6

19.6


Machinery Equipment:
11.1

13.0

12.8


Chemical products:

  4.1

  4.3

  4.5


Imports (millions of $US):

1995

1996

1997

A- Total 



 35,707
 43,626
 48,585

B- Major import partners:


Germany
:

  5,548

  7,813

  8,021


Italy

:

  3,193

  4,285

  4,463


US

:

  3,724

  3,516

  4,330


France

:
 
  1,996

  2,771

  2,967


UK

:

  1,830

  2,510

  2,763


Others

:

19,416
 
21,731
 
26,041

C- Imports from ECO countries (thousands $US):

Afghanistan       

 0,065

 0,221
 
 0,687

Azerbaijan     

           21,777             39,158             58,263

Iran                   
         689,476
         806,329           646,395
 
 

Kazakhstan             
           86,631
         100,590
         165,279

Kyrgyzstan               
             5,513               5,873
             7,552


Pakistan                 
         153,625
           83,461
           57,019

Tajikistan                

  6,345

  2,781

 3,375

Turkmenistan          
          111,826
          100,306
           73,542

Uzbekistan                  

61,529

58,047
           94,766

Total:


      1,136,787
       1,196,766       1,106,878

D - Main import items (% share):



1995

1996

1997
   
Manufactured goods    
68.4 

70

72.1


- Machinery/equipment    
32.2 

36.2

38.4

- Other manufactures 

21 

20.6

20.4

- Chemical products 

15 

13.2

13.3

   Fuels



13

13.6

12.5

6.9     TURKMENISTAN - COUNTRY  PROFILE

Geography

Turkmenistan is the second largest state in Central Asia, after Kazakhstan, and the most southern out of five republics of the region.  The country is bordered by Kazakhstan in the northwest, Uzbekistan in the north and east, Afghanistan in south-east, Iran in the south as well as the Caspian Sea in the west.  The area of Turkmenistan is 188,500 square miles (491,200 square kilometres).  Most of its arid land is not good for animals and plant. Except oases located on narrow strips at the foot of Kopetdag Mountain and along Amudaria, Murgab and Tejen rivers, the rest of the territory is a desert. The great Cara-Cum canal of 1300 km long had affected the whole economic and social development of Turkmenistan for the last fifty years. This canal, supplied by natural flow without using pumping was renamed as Cara-Cum river.

Population


Turkmens are and speak a language belonging to the south-western or Oguz branch of Turkic linguistic group. Turkmens make 77% of the population against 66% in 1970 what is mainly due to a relatively high rate of birth. There are Russians, Uzbeks, Kazakhs, and Tatars as well.


The population is spread irregularly over the territory of the country. Most of it lives in oases and its insignificant part lives in Karakum desert and in mountain area. Over 63% of ethnic Turkmen population live in rural area. Urban population mainly consists of Russian speaking migrants and their several generations born in Turkmenistan. In census of 1995 there was a question about speaking all other languages fluently, which means double reckoning on a good command of a language. Nowadays the share of Turkmen population in urban area has a tendency for growth.


In the process of economic development during Soviet time a large number of non-Turkmen skilled workers, engineers, technicians and other specialists moved to Turkmenistan. Besides, many ethnic Turkmens who were born and got higher education outside Turkmenistan, have returned to their native land.

Government

Turkmenistan has adopted its new Constitution in 1992, which has replaced the Constitution of Soviet era that had been valid since 1978. New Constitution provides for legislative, executive and judiciary branches of the power, the executive branch playing a predominant role. 

One chamber parliament (Majlis) includes 50 delegates elected according to territorial districts on a 5-years basis.  The President of the country is elected for a maximum period of two consecutive 5-year terms.  As per national referendum of 1994, the first President of  Turkmenistan Mr. Saparmurat Niyazov has been re-elected for another 5-year term, which will end in the year 2002. High courts of the country are Supreme Court and Supreme Arbitrage Court (for economic claims); judges hold office for five years and are appointed by the President. 

The People's Council (Khal Maslahaty) consists of the President, Members of the Parliament, regional representatives, chairmen of the supreme courts, cabinet and other officials. This Council is entitled to convene national referenda and approve their results, to plan and endorse political, economic and social policy and to declare war.

Economy

Turkmenistan is specialized in cotton cultivation, oil and natural gas extraction. 

Turkmenistan represents mainly a desert country with nomadic cattle-breeding, intensive agriculture in arid areas and huge oil and gas resources. Half of irrigated land is involved in cotton cultivation making the country the tenth world cotton producer. Turkmenistan takes the fourth place in the world for gas resources and has considerable oil reserves as well. In Central Asia Turkmenistan is a leading silk cocoons’ producer which is mostly developed in middle Amudarya river’s oasis. 

Major sectoral reforms of the country’s economy was completed by 1930 when  old industries (such as cotton and oil processing and carpet-making) were continued and new industries (such as heavy and light as well as food production) were set up.

Resources
Oil deposits and related oil industries are concentrated in Caspian plain in the east of the country and in the Caspian coast line to the west of Cheleken peninsula. Turkmen oil is of high quality both as a fuel and raw material for chemical industry. A pipeline network links oil deposits in the west of Turkmenistan to Ashkhabad, Turkmenbashi (Krasnovodsk), Cheleken as well as to central and northern regions of the country. 

In the perspective territories of the Central and Eastern Turkmenistan were striked a rich oil deposits and the oil extracted from there along with condensate of the gas are refined at the Refining Plant of Seidy city which is located in the middle part of Amuderiya oasis. The extracted oil and gas condensate of Turkmenistan have one of the top ranges in the form of fuel oil, as well as raw material for its processing. 

The network of the natural gas pipelines has been developed enough and now covered the demand of the Turkmenistan’s population by gas. Moreover, the transcontinental Central Asia Centre Gas Pipeline, which has been laid from the territory Eastern and Western Turkmenistan, will stimulate the prospecting development of the huge hydro-carbon reserves. 

Turkmenistan’s land as well as sea mineral wealth contain the huge reserves of natural gas, oil, iodine, bromine, sulphur, potassium and different mineral salts. 

TURKMENISTAN -BASIC FACTS

Official name:


Turkmenistan.

National day:


27th of October

Area:



491,200 sq. km.

Borders length:

3,736 km

Neighbouring countries:
Afghanistan 744 km, Iran 992 km, Kazakhstan 379 km, Uzbekistan

                               

1,621 km

Coastline length:

No (land-locked)





[Note:
Turkmenistan borders with the Caspian Sea 1768 km.)

Climate:


Sub-tropical desert

Natural resources: 

Oil, natural gas, coal, sulphur,  salt

Lands (1998):





· Arable lands:

   3.31%



-
Hay-mowing lands:
   0.02%

· Meadows and 

pastures:

 78.6%


-
Other:


 18.1%

-
Irrigated lands:
 1,788.2 thousand hectares (1998)

Agricultural products:


Cotton, cereals, cattle

Population:



4,149,283
 (1996)

Growth Rate:



1.82%

(1996)

Ethnic composition:


Turkmens (77%), Russians (6.7%), Uzbeks (9.2%),






Kazakhs (2%), others (5.1%).

Religion:



Moslems (87%), Orthodox (11%), Unknown (2%).

Languages:
Turkmen (more than 80%), Russian, Uzbek and Kazakh 

Literacy rate:      


Total:

98%






Men:

99%






Women:
97%

GDP per capita:


$US 2,820 (1995 – by Turkmenstatprognoz source)






$US 657.74 (1997 – IMF Stat. Country Report, 1997)

Industries:   



Gas, oil products, textile, food 

Currency:   



Manat has been introduced since Nov. 1, 1993

Transport (1997): 


Air – strips:
64

Railways: 
2,312 km general purpose

                          


Highways:       13,597 km

Water: 
Amudarya river is a major inland water transport line.

Sea Ports:
Turkmenbashi (Krasnowodsk)

Exports (millions of $US)       



1995

1996

1997

A- Total 


1,881

1,693

 751


B - Major export partners:

-
Switzerland

  111

  110

   18

       
-
Hong Kong

    36

  104

   16


       
-
Turkey


  160

  120
  
   51



-
Russia

     
    96

   155
     
    -

-
Kazakhstan

  127

    54

   31





- 
USA


    32

    43

     1

-
Others:     

1,319

1,107

 634

C - Exports to ECO countries:

Afghanistan         
    9      
  13

   21

Azerbaijan  

  50      
  11

   29

Iran  


  11

  17

 124

Kazakhstan                 127 

  54

   31

Kyrgyzstan      
    7 

    1

   13

Pakistan                
  41  

  13

     1

Tajikistan  

    5   

  10

   30

Turkey     

160 

 120

   51

Uzbekistan  

  21

     4

     5

Total:    

431 

 243

 305

D - Main export items (% share):







1995

1996

1997
   

Oil & gas                

73 

77

78

Textiles                 
 
25 

22

18

Foodstuff and agricultural


Products
 

  1 

0,2

  1

       

Chemical products                    1 

   1

  1




Main metals 


0.2

0.2
           1.1

Imports (millions $US)











1995

1996

1997

A - Total



1364

1313

1228

B – Major import partners:

USA                 

   53 

  395

   88

Russia 



   96 

  155

 164



Turkey



 160

  120

 154

Ukraine 


 416 

  128

 284 

Germany


   52

    51

   48

Other:                 

 587 

 464

 490

C - Imports from ECO countries:

         

Afghanistan 


   7 

    4

     3

Azerbaijan 


 73 

  35

   22

 

Iran  



 36 

  45

   39

Kazakhstan 


 31  

  22

   87

Kyrgyzstan 

     
  4 

    1

     2


Pakistan   


  2 

  10

     2

Tajikistan


  2 

    2

     9

Turkey


          160 

120

 154


Uzbekistan 


28 

    5

   88


Total:  


          343 

244

 406

D – Main import items (% share):

1995

1996

1997
Food and agricultural products
27

20

21

Mixed industrial products

14

20

  2

Machinery & equipment

14

13

26

Main metals



12

11

10

Chemical products             

  8

  7

10

6.10     REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN - COUNTRY PROFILE

GeographyPRIVATE 


The Republic of Uzbekistan is situated in the central and north‑western part of Central Asia in the interstream area of Amudarya and Syrdarya. In the north and north‑west, Uzbekistan borders with Kazakhstan, In the east and south‑east‑with Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, In the south ‑ with Afghanistan and in the south‑west – with Turkmenistan. By its total area 173,320 square miles  (448,900 square km) Uzbekistan surpasses such European States as Belgium, Great Britain, Denmark, Switzerland and Austria taken together.

People


The population of Uzbekistan is 23.7 million people. In the country there are the representatives of 130 nationalities, out of which the most numerous are Uzbeks (80 %), then Russians (5.5 %), Tajiks (5 %), Kazakhs (3.0 %), Karakalpaks (2.5 %), Tatars (1.5 %) and the others (2.5%). 


The average age of the population of Uzbekistan is 24 years. 
The official language is Uzbek. The Uzbeks speak the language, which belongs to the south‑east or Chagatai (Turkic) subgroup of the Turkic language family. The majority of population, especially urban people, has a command of the Russian language.


The most of the believers confess Islam (88 %). The Uzbeks are Muslims (Sunni).

Government


According to the Constitution adopted in 1992, the Head of the State is the President elected on the basis of the universal and direct secret suffrage for the 5‑year period with the right of being reelected. The President is at the same time Head of the high powered executive body - the Cabinet of Ministers. Mr. Islam Karimov is the current President of the Republic of Uzbekistan.

The high legislative body of the country is the one‑chamber Oliy Majlis (Parliament) with 250 deputies in it. 

The court system consists of the Constitutional Court, Supreme Court and Higher   Economic Court of Uzbekistan. The Supreme Court and High Economic Court of Uzbekistan are elected for 5 years. The regional, municipal and district courts are also elected for the same period.

Economy


Uzbekistan is one of the leading world producers of cotton.  The country occupies the 4th place in the world by producing cotton fiber and the 2nd place by its export. Also,  the country produces and exports a large volume of natural gas not only to the Central Asian and CIS countries but to Europe as well.


The Republic manufactures machinery and equipment and has the powerful energetic system. 

The transport system of the country practically meets the domestic demands for transportation.  In the Republic there is the highest density in Central Asia of railways and motor-ways.  Located in between Europe and Asia, the Republic serves as an international transport junction to provide for the passenger, cargo and transit air transportation.


Uzbekistan is an important region dealing with growing of astrakhan and silkworm. The Republic takes a leading place among the regional countries in the output of fruits, vegetables and grapes.

Resources


The Republic has big reserves of minerals. By copper reserves the Republic is in the 10‑11 place in the world, by reserves of uranium ‑ in the 7‑8 place. In the country's subsoils there are huge reserves of oil and gas.  About 60 % of the country’s territory are prospective for their recovery. Uzbekistan possesses large reserves of coal as well.  

The Republic is amongst the countries, which possess the biggest resources of gold, silver and other precious and rare‑earth metals.  It has its own silver deposits. 

Uzbekistan is rich in the reserves of non‑ferrous metals, copper, lead, zinc, tungsten, rhenium and others. In the country there are disposed deposits of marble, granite and gabbro.  The Republic is rich in phosphorites and has the largest deposits of potash and rock salt. 

UZBEKISTAN ‑ BASIC FACTS

Official name: 


The Republic of  Uzbekistan

National day:


1st of September

Capital: 


Tashkent 

Area: 



448,900 sq.km.

Total border length: 

6,221 km.

Bordering States: 

Kazakhstan

-
2203 km. 





Kyrgyzstan

-
1099 km.






Tajikistan

-
1161 km.





Turkmenistan

-
1821 km.





Afghanistan

-
 137 km.

Coast: 



None ( Note: Uzbekistan has 420 km. sea‑shore of the Aral Sea).

Climate: 


Extreme continental with long hot summers and warm winters

Main natural resources:
Natural gas, oil, coal, gold, uranium, silver, copper, lead, zinc,




 molybdenum, marble, granite, phosphorites, potash and rock salts.

Land use: 


Arable lands
‑
  9%

     

        


pastures
‑ 
40%

             



woods

-
  3% 

             



others

‑
48%





Irrigated lands
-
40,000 sq. km.

Population):


23.7 million people (January, 1998)

Population growth rate:
1.81% (1997)

Ethnic composition:

Uzbeks 
(80 %), 
Russians 
(5.5 %), 





Tajiks 

(5.0 %), 
Kazakhs 
(   3 %),





Karakalpaks 
(2.5 %), 
Tatars 

(1.5 %), 





Others 

(2.5 %)

Religions:


Muslim 88%, Orthodox 9%, Others 3%. 


Languages:


Uzbek 74.3%, Russian 14.2%, Tajik 4.4%, Others 7.1%

Literacy Rate:


Total 98.8%, Men 99%, Women 97.9%.

GDP per capita:
$US 596 (1997). [Source: UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and Pacific, 1998]

$US 598.3 (1997) [Source: ECO Annual Economic Report for the year 1998] {Unpublished}.

Exports (million $US):



1996


1997



A.  Total:


4,590.2


4,387.5



B.  Major export partners:




Russia 


  531.3


  836.4




Great Britain

  367.8 


  255.4




Kazakhstan

  119.9


  197.7




USA


  282.5


    38.9




China


  127.4


    86.4




Others


3,161.3


2,972.7



C.  Exports to ECO countries:

`





1996


1997



Afghanistan

  20.2


  17.2




Azerbaijan

    3.5


    3.1




Iran


  21.8


  11.0




Kyrgyzstan

  83.8


  54.4




Kazakhstan

119.9


197.7




Pakistan

    8.2 


    9.8




Tajikistan

 67.9


106.4




Turkey

 
 44.1


  21.0




Turkmenistan

174.1


  92.8 




Total


543.5


513.4



D. Main export items ( % share):







1996


1997



Cotton fiber

38.1


36.0




Energy resources
  6.0


12.0




Foodstuff

  4.1


  3.8




Machine‑building




and equipment
 
  2.8


  6.3

Imports (million $US):







1996


1997


A. Total


4,721.5


4,523.0




B. Major import partners:







1996


1997



Russia


  992.5

 
  771.2




Korea

 
 326.2

 
  867.5




Germany

 578.4

 
  441.7




USA


 435.1

 
  338.6




Turkey

 
 359.9

 
  297.7




Others


2,629.1


2,716.7



C. Main import items (% of share):




Machinery and




equipment

35.8


  45.9




Foodstuff

28.4


  19.3




Metallurgy

 6.7

 
    7.5

