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ECO Focus
The 3rd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture

The 3rd Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture was held on 7 March 2007 in Tehran hosted by the Islamic Republic of Iran. It was preceded by Senior Officials’ Meeting (SOM) on 5-6 March, 2007.

The Ministers/delegates from the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the Republic of Tajikistan, the Republic of Turkey, Turkmenistan and the Republic of Uzbekistan and senior experts from FAO, IDB and ICARDA and ECO Secretariat participated in the meeting.

H.E. Mr. Mohammad Reza Eskandari, Minister, Ministry of Jihad-e-Agriculture of Iran, welcomed the Ministers and delegates. He noted that in recent years the growth-rate of food production had exceeded the population growth in Iran. At the same time, Iran was accelerating the standardization process of agricultural products and facilitating the trade in the agriculture sector in order to preserve the market share of those products, which enjoy relative advantage in foreign markets. He also proposed that since Iran had a rich experience in the field of agriculture it could provide assistance in various technical and professional areas to other ECO Member States.

Mr. Khurshid Anwar, Secretary General of the ECO speaking at the inauguration session, called for closer interaction among ECO agriculture scientists, planners and development practitioners. He mentioned some of the challenges facing the ECO region in the field of agriculture. He stressed the need for effective measures to overcome the lack of new technologies, the degradation of land and water resources and the growing threat to genetic diversity.
The meeting approved the Tehran Declaration. It welcomed the progress achieved in priority areas of drought management (Iran), development of post harvesting and processing industry (Turkey), water management (Pakistan), trade promotion (Turkey) and veterinary and livestock (Iran). Besides these, new areas of cooperation were identified in the field of agriculture policy (Iran), fisheries and cotton (Pakistan).

The Ministerial Meeting adopted (i) the idea of establishment of ECO Permanent Commission for Prevention and Control of Animal Diseases (ECO- PCPCAD). A working group was established to finalize the draft articles of the ECO-PCPCAD to complete its work by April 2007 and submit it to the next Council of Ministers (COM) meeting in 2007 for approval; and (ii) the ECO Regional Project for Establishment of Regional Center for Risk Management of Natural Disasters (ECO-RCRMOND).
The meeting resolved to take necessary measures to encourage the private sector and facilitate its more active role in agriculture sector.  

The meeting appreciated FAO’s technical support in the preparation of a Regional Programme for Food Security (RPFS) for the ECO region. It also thanked the Republic of Turkey for its readiness to host the Donor's Conference to raise funds for the projects. The meeting noted with appreciation IDB’s support and financial assistance to various ECO projects, especially those prepared with the technical support of FAO.

The meeting also appreciated the progress of Technical Cooperation Program on ”Strengthening Seed Supply in ECO Region” and requested the Member States to ensure more active involvement in it and prompt communication between National Focal Points and ECO, FAO and ICARDA.

The meeting declared its commitment to implement the outcome of the 1st Workshop on Harmonization of Seed Regulation held in January 2007 in Islamabad and requested the ECO Secretariat, Member States, FAO, ICARDA and UPOV to take necessary action for its implementation.

The meeting welcomed the readiness of the Kyrgyz Republic to host the 1st ECO Regional Seed Conference and Exhibition in May 2008. It would consider the national priorities with the assistance of ECO, FAO, ICARDA and in collaboration with other development partners and international/regional financial institutions for strengthening regional cooperation.

The Meeting urged the Member States to extend all possible assistance to the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan to help its reconstruction in the field of agriculture. 

Secretary General’s visits to Member States

In line with the practice of Courtesy Calls on the leadership of ECO Member States by a newly appointed Secretary General, Mr. Khurshid Anwar visited Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Turkey and Turkmenistan in the months of January, February and March, 2007.  He briefed the leaders of those countries on ECO activities/programmes and requested their continued support and cooperation.

In his meeting with the Minister for Foreign Affairs and other ministers/officials of Afghanistan (25-27 March, 2007), the Secretary General discussed the dates and venue of the upcoming meeting of the ECO Council of Ministers to be held in Afghanistan. He signed an agreement worth US$ 1.3 million for the reconstruction of Deh Mazang Park and the maintenance of Kabul Zoo.  Afghan dignitaries appreciated the efforts of ECO for reconstruction of Afghanistan and renewed their support for ECO activities.  

During his visit to Azerbaijan (February 8-10, 2007), the Secretary General called on the President, Foreign Minister and other government ministers / officials.  Azeri authorities expressed keen interest in ECO activities and reiterated Azerbaijan’s active support for ECO programmes and projects.  The Secretary General also held a meeting with the visiting Secretary General of WCO and attended the International Conference on Fight Against Counterfeit Medicines in Baku.

During his visit to the Republic of Turkey (January 23-25, 2007), the Secretary General had meetings with the President, Foreign Minister and the Minister of Transport. He also held meetings with the senior officials of Trade Ministries and the President of ECO Trade and Development Bank. The Secretary General highlighted the need to accelerate progress in the priority areas of trade, transport and energy, and requested expeditious ratification of ECOTA and other important agreements.  The Turkish authorities expressed their keen interest in ECO activities and renewed Turkey’s pledge of US$ 5 million for reconstruction projects in Afghanistan.  

The Secretary General visited Turkmenistan from 12 to 14 March, 2007.  During his stay in Ashgabat, he called on the President and held meetings with the Foreign Minister, Deputy Ministers and senior officials of Trade and Transport ministries.  The Turkmen President showed interest in ECO goals and objectives and renewed his country’s commitment and support for the ECO. In talks with other officials, ECO trade and transport agreements, the Istanbul-Almaty train project came under discussion. 
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The 17th Meeting of the Regional Planning Council
The Seventeenth Meeting of the ECO Regional Planning Council (RPC) was held on 19-22 February 2007 at the ECO Secretariat, Tehran. It was attended by the delegations from the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the Republic of Tajikistan, the Republic of Turkey and the Republic of Uzbekistan. The delegation of the ECO Secretariat was headed by the Secretary General. The meeting was also attended by the representatives of the Turkish Cypriot State and ECO’s Specialized Agencies/Regional Institutes including the Cultural Institute, and the College of Insurance. 

The meeting was inaugurated by H.E. Mr. Manuchehr Mottaki, Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran who emphasized the importance of regional economic cooperation and renewed Iran’s commitment to ECO, its aims and objectives.  The Minister mentioned the achievements that ECO had already made and its potential to make further gains in diverse fields.  He stressed, in particular, the need to pace up progress in the fields of trade, transport, energy and industry.   He called on Member States to join hands in pursuit of common goals and intensify cooperation in these areas.
Secretary General, Mr. Khurshid Anwar dwelt on the main activities of the organization during 2006. He noted that progress had been made in some areas, and challenges still lie ahead in others. He highlighted the important meetings held, decisions reached and follow-up taken during the year. The organizational structure of ECO Trade and Development Bank (ECOTDB) had taken shape and the Bank would start regular operations from May 2007.  The Transit Transport Framework Agreement (TTFA) had become effective and Transit Transport Coordination Council (TTCC) held a useful meeting in September 2006.  In the energy sector, feasibility study on interconnection of power systems was underway.  He also touched on cooperation in the fields of industry and agriculture, ECO events in 2007 and the reconstruction of Afghanistan. The Secretary General urged the Member States to expedite signing and ratifying ECO agreements.  

H.E. Mr. Mostafa Sarmadi, Deputy Minister for Commerce of the Islamic Republic of Iran, was unanimously elected as the Chairman of the meeting. The concluding session of the Plenary was chaired by H.E. Mr. Alireza Sheikh Attar, Deputy Foreign Minister for Economic Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran.  In his statement, H.E. Sheikh Attar dilated on the ECO Vision 2015 and stressed to the need for its implementation. He called for judicious use of the resources of the organization and closer focus on the priorities stipulated in the ECO Vision 2015.

In their opening statements, the Heads of delegations from Member States outlined their policies and views on the programs and activities of the organization.

The Council reviewed ECO’s priorities and considered the report of the Secretary General for 2006. It also reviewed progress on implementation of ECO’s programs of action and projects, and considered new programs and projects for the year 2007 in the areas of Trade and Investment; Transport & Communications; Energy, Minerals and Environment; Agriculture, Industry and Tourism; Human Resources & Sustainable Development; Project Research and Economic Research & Statistics; and Inter-Regional ECO Activities that included ECO Regional Institutions and Specialized Agencies and International relations.

The 17th RPC Meeting unanimously adopted ECO’s Calendar of Events/Meetings for the year 2007-2008 and appreciated the offer of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan to host the 18th RPC Meeting in Islamabad.
It may be noted that the Treaty of Izmir establishing Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) has entrusted the regional Planning Council (RPC) with the task of evolving ECO’s programs of action. 

Regional Planning Council is composed of Heads of planning organizations or equivalent ministries of the Member States which is convened at least once a year prior to the annual meeting of the Council of Ministers to discuss ECO’s main cooperative schemes.  As the planning arm of the Council of Ministers, the RPC is responsible for reviewing the past programs and evaluating their outcome. It also considers and plans new programs of action in line with the objectives of the organization. 

According to the Treaty of Izmir, the RPC: 

 a)
Institutionalizes itself at the national levels for regular coordination among designated focal points in each area of activity. 

b) Biennially reviews ECO's priorities laid down in the Economic Cooperation Strategy.

c)
Annually reviews the progress of implementation of ECO's approved programs of action and projects. 

d)
Critically reviews and evaluate the economic work of the Secretariat and formulates recommendations to the COM. 

e)
Prepares ECO's Annual Calendar of Events for submission to the Council of Ministers. 

f)
Proposes, when necessary, the establishment of ad-hoc technical committees to the Council of Ministers. 

g)
Prepares Annual Economic Report of the ECO region

h) Submits its annual report to the Council of Ministers through the Secretary General. 
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The 2nd Ministerial Meeting on Finance & Economy
The 2nd meeting of the ECO Ministers for Finance and Economy was held in Antalya, the Republic of Turkey, on 6th April 2007.  It was preceded by the Senior Officials Meeting (SOM) on 5th April 2007.  The meetings, hosted by the Republic of Turkey were chaired by Mr. Kemal Unakitan, the Minister for Finance and Dr. Ahmet Tiktik, Undersecretary for Planning of the Republic of Turkey.

In his inaugural speech, Mr. Unakitan stressed the need for cooperation in the fields of finance and economy for sustainable economic growth and development in the ECO region.  He called for full operationalization of ECO Trade and Development Bank, early establishment of ECO Reinsurance Company and rapid progress on the ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA) as well as the Agreement on Promotion and Protection of Investment (APPI).  The Minister expressed the hope that the meeting would be a major step forward in the promotion of economic and trade relations among the ECO Member States.

The ECO Secretary General, Mr. Khurshid Anwar, underlined the importance of the meeting for achieving the aims and objectives of ECO.  He emphasized the significance of cooperation in the fields of banking and taxation, macroeconomic management, corporate law and stock exchanges.  He expressed the hope that operationalization of ECO Trade and Development Bank this year would add a new constructive dimension to ECO activities.  He noted with appreciation that the first meeting of the Heads of ECO Central Banks would be held in Pakistan in April 2007, and would bring the Member States closer in the field of banking.  The Secretary General called for early implementation of all ECO Agreements, particularly ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA) and the Agreement on Promotion and Protection of Investment (APPI).

The ECO Senior Officials deliberated on a wide range of subjects.  These included the establishment of joint financial institutions, exchange of experiences / information regarding investment and privatization, free movement of capital, prospects for a better investment climate among the Member States, cooperation in the field of taxation and in the flight against corruption and money laundering. The Senior Officials Meeting prepared a report for the Ministerial Meeting containing proposals for closer cooperation.

The Ministers endorsed the report of the Senior Officials and adopted a 20-point Antalya Communique.  In the Communique, the Member States stressed the need for active cooperation in key areas of economy and finance, trade and investment, customs and the fight against corruption and money laundering.  They also agreed to intensify cooperation in achieving the aims and objectives of ECO in related areas.
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ECO Activities 
The 1st Meeting of Heads of Veterinary Organizations
Delegates from Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan and Turkey, as well as representatives of Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), World Animal Health Organization (OIE) and ECO Secretariat participated in the First Meeting of ECO Heads of Veterinary Organizations held in Tehran on 15-17 November 2006. The Veterinary Organization of the Islamic Republic of Iran hosted the meeting.  

Dr. Jafar Khalaghani, Deputy Minister of Jihad Agriculture of the Islamic Republic of Iran inaugurated the meeting. ECO Secretary General and the Representatives of FAO (Food and Agriculture Organization) and OIE (World Animal Health Organization) and delegates from the Member States also delivered their statements.

FAO made presentations about three projects in the ECO region. The FAO/AGAH/EUFMD Representative also dilated on the outgoing projects on FMD (Foot and Mouth Disease) Surveillance in Iran and stated that phase-2 (2008-2009) would be opened to all ECO member countries.

The meeting considered Draft Articles of Association of ECO Permanent Commission for Prevention and Control of Animal Diseases (ECO-PCPCAD) and proposed some amendments.
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ECO Tourism Guidebook 

The Islamic Republic of Iran hosted the 1st ECO High Level Expert Group (HLEG) Meeting on Tourism,    11–13 December 2006, in Tehran. Delegates from Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kyrgyz, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey, Uzbekistan, the ECO Secretariat as well as ECO Cultural Institute (ECI) participated in the meeting.

H.E. Esfandiar Rahim Mashaee, Vice President and Head of the Iran Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Organization inaugurated the meeting. Key speakers included Mr. Mustafa Demirzen, ECO Deputy Secretary General and H.E. Dr. Mohammad Sharif Malekzadeh, Deputy for Tourism Affairs, Iran Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts and Tourism Organization.
Country reports presented by delegates from Member States focused on tourism activities in the region. Promotion of private sector in the field of tourism, Simplification of visa procedures for tourists and Periodic publication of ECO Tourism Guidebook by ECI (ECO Cultural Institute) in coordination with the private sector were among other issues discussed.

The ECI was assigned to prepare the ECO Tourism Guidebook in collaboration with the ECO Secretariat.  For this, the ECI will prepare a questionnaire within one month and the Member States were given a two months time to convey information on the ECI format to the ECO Secretariat.  Iran declared that it would cover 80% of the cost of the preparation of the Guide Book.

The Meeting worked on a Draft Plan of Action on Tourism and agreed on its revised version. 
Turkey will host the 2nd HLEG meeting in the first half of 2007 and Azerbaijan was nominated as the host of the 3rd HLEG meeting in the second half of 2007.  The meeting decided that private-sector parties should also be invited to these meetings. It was agreed that Iran will host the first Ministerial meeting on Tourism in November 2007 and the First ECO Tourism Fair on ECO Day, 28th November, 2007, in Tehran.  
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Promoting Privatization

The Privatization Administration (PA) of the Republic of Turkey, in financial collaboration with the Islamic Development Bank (IDB), hosted a three-day Workshop on Privatization on 20-22 December 2006 in Ankara. Experts from the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the Republic of Tajikistan, the Republic of Turkey and the Republic of Uzbekistan participated in the Workshop. 

Mr. Metin Kilci, President and Head of Privatization Administration of the Republic of Turkey inaugurated the workshop. He highlighted the importance of privatization in economic development. Delegates from Member States also delivered their country reports on national privatization policies. 

The PA staff named some of their projects in privatizing the Turkish Telecom, TUPRAS refinery (petroleum sector), energy sector, iron and steel sector (ERDEMIR) and seaports in Turkey. A tour was arranged for delegates to visit the two first projects being privatized recently. 
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Mineral Experts meet in Islamabad
ECO, a vast region endowed with abundant natural resources, needs to strengthen cooperation for mineral development. The 3rd ECO Mineral Experts Group Meeting held at Islamabad on Dec. 20-21, 2006 focused on this subject. Eight Member States attended the meeting which was inaugurated by Dr. Mirza Talib Hasan, Director General of Geological Survey of Pakistan.

The progress made on decisions taken at the previous two meetings was assessed. The publication of ECO Mineral Data Booklet and a set of new proposals for setting up of a Mineral Data Bank and drawing up a Mineral Distribution Map of the ECO Region were discussed. The participant stressed the importance of boosting information in this field.
The meeting considered ways and means to draw Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in this sector and nominated Iran as Project Manager for follow up action. 
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Workshop on Venture Capital 

Venture Capital Systems was the subject of a workshop held on 9-11 January 2007 in Tehran by the Iranian Small Industries and Industrial Parks Organization (ISIPO). Delegates from Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Turkey, Uzbekistan and the ECO Secretariat attended the workshop. 

Mr. Mohammad Reza Notash, Deputy Minister and CEO of the host organization inaugurated the workshop. He highlighted the importance and utilization of venture capital for new technology activities and called for establishing a special ECO Fund for that purpose.

The workshop deliberated on the concept, history and types of venture capital and its importance for economic cooperation. The main principles of venture capital, its motivation and incentive were discussed at length. The workshop also considered necessary infrastructures for VC Development and its key elements such as: an established legal system, a supportive but non-interventionist government, a stable regulatory system, a free labor market, a non-punitive tax regime, a strong R&D culture and a vibrant (Industrial Parks Organization) IPO market.

In four separate groups, delegates discussed different issues of venture capital and drew up concrete recommendations. They called for building a VC community for all ECO countries and creating a legal infrastructure to protect and support the VC process. The Workshop approved the recommendations.
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Heads of Marine Organizations meet in Karachi 
The 3rd Meeting of the Heads of Reference Marine Organizations of the ECO Member States was held in Karachi on 18th January 2007. It was attended by delegations from Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan and Turkey as well as a delegation of the ECO Secretariat. It was preceded by the High Level Maritime Transport Experts’ Meeting on 16-17 January 2007. Ms. Naheed Haider, Federal Secretary for Ports & Shipping of Pakistan inaugurated the meeting. She gave an overview of Pakistan’s maritime sector and highlighted the significance of maritime cooperation for economic ties among ECO Member States. 

The ECO Director of Transport & Communications, Mr. Muhammad Mirzaei Kahagh, speaking on the occasion, emphasized the need for active and more meaningful cooperation among the maritime organizations of ECO states.  It should contribute more effectively to regional economic development.   He hoped that the outcome of the meeting would facilitate furthering the goals of ECO in the field of maritime transportation.  

The meeting discussed a number of important issues including establishment of ECO marine website, preparation of a draft agreement on search and rescue cooperation, establishment of a mechanism for implementation of marine-related articles of Transit Transport Framework Agreement (TTFA), enhancement of technical cooperation among Member States as well as accession of the Member States to the international marine conventions. The meeting agreed, in principle, to establish a regional mechanism on common maritime transport tariff. 

The Heads of various delegations attending the meeting delivered country statements.  They focused mainly on the policies of their respective governments in the transport sector. 

The private sector of the Member States also participated in the meeting.   A Business Forum was set up on the sidelines of the meeting.  It held a separate meeting and came up with a set of useful recommendations including the establishment of ECO Federation of National Associations comprising shipping agents, freight forwarders, truck operators, multimodal transport operators and ship owners. 

Delegations attending the meeting also visited port & shipping facilities at Karachi and Port Qasim.  
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Iran-ECO Secretariat Transport Mission to Tashkent 

In follow-up to the recommendation of the First Working Group Meeting for implementation of ECO Container and Passenger Trains on Trans-Asian Railway Mainline (Istanbul – Almaty), a joint mission of Iran (as coordinator country) and ECO Secretariat visited Tashkent 12-15 February, 2007. The Mission was led by Mr. Saied Nejad, Deputy Minister and Managing Director of the Iranian Railway. It met both Political and Technical authorities of Uzbekistan including Mr. Monavarov, Deputy Foreign Minister, Mr. Roshan Feizolayev, Head of Transport Association (Minister of Transport), Mr. Akmalov, Deputy Minister of Foreign Economic Relations and Mr. Rahmatov, Head of Uzbekistan Railway. In two days of extensive discussions, the two sides:

· emphasized full implementation of the ECO Container & Passenger Trains project; all relevant problems would be discussed Second Meeting of the Working Group scheduled for Astana in May 2007.

· A bilateral MOU between the Railway authorities of Iran and Uzbekistan was signed; emphasis was laid on holding a meeting of Iran, Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan (as also Kazakhstan) for tariffs reduction. The Uzbek side assured its active participation in the 9th Meeting of Heads of ECO Railways and the Second Meeting of the Working Group. 
· the Uzbek authorities were requested to host ECO events in the field of Transport, in particular, the Second Working Group Meeting for revitalization of the China-Middle East-Europe Railway Corridor. The Uzbek officials promised to consider the proposal and inform the Secretariat soon.

· Uzbekistan announced that the signing of TTFA was in final stages and the outcome would be conveyed to ECO Secretariat. 
The Uzbek side also evinced interest in creating 3-4 logistic centers in the country. It would require a feasibility study and relevant workshops. The ECO side agreed to offer assistance in materializing the idea.
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ECO RISCAM Statute Finalized  

ECO is appreciative of the need to promote recognized standards, scales and measures as part of efforts to increase the competitiveness of the Member States in a modern, open economy. This was the subject of a Task Force meeting held in Turkey, 12-14 February, 2007. 
Delegates from the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the Republic of Turkey and the ECO Secretariat discussed the Statute of ECO Regional Institute of Standardization, Conformity Assessment, Accreditation and Metrology (RISCAM). Mr. Rasim Yilmaz, Secretary General of the Turkish Standards Institution (TSE) inaugurated the session. 

The meeting finalized the Draft Statute of RISCAM except Article 5.4.1.10 which relates to costs incurred by the secretariat of each Technical Management Board. It was suggested that the 17th COM while approving the Statute, may take a decision on the issue. 

The meeting recommended that the Council of Permanent Representatives (CPR) workout a roadmap. The ECO Secretariat would initially act as the provisional Central Secretariat for preparing relevant documents of RISCAM. At the second stage, RISCAM Headquarters and Secretariats of Technical Management Boards will provide necessary infrastructure and, at the third stage, which will commence with the entry into force of the Statute, RISCAM will become fully operational.
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Strengthening Seed Supply

The ECO in coordination with FAO and ICARDA is persuading food security in the region as part of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The region has diversity in important vegetable and fruit crops. This can be fully utilized with coordinated strategy and infrastructure, producing good quality seed such a strategy will take account of the ECO Member States being at different levels in developing and implementing efficient seed delivery systems, including seed regulatory frameworks and mechanisms for variety testing and release, seed certification and international transfer of planting material in partnership with the private sector. In most of the countries, these activities are carried out exclusively by the public sector with limited private sector involvement. Some ECO countries have made significant progress in these areas. However, a number of factors still limit the development of effective seed production, distribution, and marketing systems.  There is a need for:

· technical, policy and organizational analysis of the national seed sector to determine the capacity, policy environment and current trends in the countries; 

· building national expertise in seed marketing and promotion;

· provision of modern technology for both public and private seed sectors;

· updating technical and legal tools to facilitate seed sector development; and

· the establishment of a Seed Forum for discussion on seed trade.

These goals are being addressed through the project “Strengthening Seed Supply in the ECO Region” (TCP/INT/3102) initiated in February 2006 with the support of FAO. Number of activities has been undertaken which would culminate in a regional seed conference in May 2008. 
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Harmonizing Seed Regulations
At times, movement of seeds across borders is restricted by regulations, hampering the farmers access to good quality seeds. ECO’s effort to harmonize seed regulations is meant to ensure availability of quality seed in the region.

This was the subject of the 1st ECO Regional Workshop on Harmonization of Seed Regulations hosted by the Federal Seed Certification & Registration Department of Pakistan on 17-19 January, 2007 in Islamabad. 

Senior delegates from Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey and Uzbekistan, along with representatives of FOA, International Center for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA), International Union for Plant Production & Protection of New Varieties (UPOV) and the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) attended the workshop.

The Federal Secretary, Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock, Government of Pakistan, inaugurating the workshop called for close coordination with the private sector to enhance international trade in agriculture products. He said an efficient formal seed sector would help realize the tremendous agricultural potential of the region. 

The workshop reviewed the seed variety release, plant variety protection mechanisms and phytosanitary / quarantine measures to enhance seed trade in the region. The workshop also identified key problems in regional collaboration on seed and planting material. 

The recommendations of the workshop were submitted to the 3rd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture in Tehran, 5-7 March 2007.

The workshop was organized within the framework of FAO-ECO Technical Cooperation Programme (TCP) for strengthening seed supply in the ECO region. The Second Regional Workshop on Harmonization of Seed Regulations will be held in Azerbaijan in May 2007.
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Announcement
The 1st ECO Regional Seed Conference and Exhibition

ECO, FAO and ICARDA will organize the 1st ECO Regional Seed Conference and Exhibition in the Kyrgyz Republic in May, 2008. The exact dates and venue would be announced shortly. The participants will include: (i) private/public seed companies, associations, federations, (ii) manufacturers of seed equipment, (iii) agricultural input supply companies, (iv) agricultural machinery manufacturers and suppliers, (v) chambers of commerce and industries, (vi) public sector corporations/agencies, agricultural research institutions, development institutions and seed laboratories, (vii) international/regional seed trade associations and development organizations.

The Conference and Exhibition will provide an ideal platform to the stakeholders to develop business contacts, share experiences and learn from international experts. The conference will also provide an opportunity for detailed analysis of critical issues being faced by national seed and farming systems in the ECO region. 

Interested companies may contact the following for further details:

Seed Conference Secretariat, 

ECO Secretariat, 1-Golbou Alley, Kamranieh, Tehran 

Tele: (+9821) 22831733-4, Fax: (+9821) 22831732, 

Emails:
seedconference@yahoo.com;

 seedconference@ecosecretariat.org 
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Upcoming Events under TCP Project

	Event:
	Second Regional Workshop on Harmonization of Seed Regulations

	Venue & Date:
	Baku, 29 May – 2 June 2007

	Topic:
	Seed Quality Assurance, Seed Certification and Harmonization of Regulations

	Organizers:
	ICARDA, FAO, ECO and Ministry of Agriculture, Azerbaijan


	Event: 
	Training Course for Trainers on Seed Marketing and Promotion

	Venue & Date:
	Istanbul, 24 - 29 June, 2007

	Organizers:
	ICARDA, FAO, ECO and Ministry of Agriculture & Rural Affairs of Turkey
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ECO News
ECOTA’s implementation to be speeded up
Mr. Khurshid Anwar, ECO Secretary General held a meeting with Mr. Mostafa Sarmadi, Deputy Minister of Commerce for International Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran on 25 February 2007. 

The Secretary General thanked the Deputy Minister for his contribution to the 17th RPC meeting as the Chairman of the inaugural session. He noted that promotion of trade was ECO’s primary objective and we had to redouble our efforts to enhance interregional trade. 
The Secretary General recalled the meeting held between the then President of Iran and the Prime Minister of Pakistan in Dushanbe in 2004, and said that both sides agreed to pursue Fast Track Approach to ECOTA together with Turkey. The Fast Track was not linked with the ratification of ECOTA. If we were to wait for ratification of ECOTA and then begin negotiations on fast track, it would take much longer time promoting trade in the region. 

The Secretary General had discussed reviving talks on the fast track with Turkish authorities a month earlier. They had indicated their readiness to follow it up and attend a meeting, if one was fixed to discuss it.
The Iranian Deputy Minister responded that ECOTA had been signed by 5 countries (Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan, Tajikistan and Turkey). We always negotiated with Pakistan and Turkey over tariff reduction and were ready for trilateral talks. The average tariff in Iran is over 26.5%, in Pakistan less than 20% and in Turkey less than 11%.  We have asked Turkey to open up its agricultural goods and reduce its negative list to 20%.  He went on say that, legally speaking, we could not go into Fast Track negotiations without ECOTA being approved.  We want to see a balance in the negotiations. We have offered our readiness for the negotiations if the Turkish side is ready to reduce its tariff and open up its agricultural goods. 
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Activities of ECO Cultural Institute discussed
The ECO Secretary General made a courtesy call on Dr. Mohammad Rajabi, President of the ECO Cultural Institute, on 27 February 2007. 

The ECI President recalled his meeting with the Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran where he had stated that, among other functions, the main mandate of ECI was to project a culture of cooperation. He briefed Secretary General on the activities of the Institute. He underlined the need for publicity among the Member States which could contribute to closer regional cooperation in different fields, particularly cultural and economic. 

The President of ECI apprised the Secretary General of his meeting with the visiting representatives of Pakistani Media.  He gave details of his proposal to Tehran Municipality to build an ECO Park. 

Dr. Mohammad Rajabi also briefed the Secretary General on ECIs recent publications which included the following: 
1. A book on the Life of Prophet Mohammad (PBUH) which is in Farsi but will be translated into different languages and published with the assistance of Iranian publishers.

2. A book entitled The Luminaries of the ECO Region”. This would be at first a bulletin about intellectual, religious and artistic persons of the region which would be published, with the assistance of the ECO Member States, in the form of an Encyclopedia of Regional Luminaries.

3. A comparative book about “Iranian and Pakistani Poems”.  The writer of this book is a Pakistani student of Tehran University.  This would be in both Farsi and Urdu.

4.
A book entitled “Friendship Ways” will introduce four ancient roads including the “Silk Road” and the ‘Spicy Road” which was a sea route, used for trading spices from India. 

The Secretary General thanked ECI president for his briefing and observed that there were a variety of activities including those mentioned by Dr. Rajabi, which will help to boost regional cooperation. Our shared cultural heritage would strengthen partnership and cooperation. He noted that at RPC meeting February 2007, Member States who had not yet signed the ECI Charter were requested to do so and those who had already signed the charter, to ratify it.
The Secretary General assured the ECI President of his full support for the activities of the ECI.   
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Social & economic development of Uzbekistan in 2006 and priorities for economic reforms in 2007
After its independence, Uzbekistan  has  successfully  integrated  into the  world   community  and  has  become  a  full  member  of  international organizations   including   UN,  OSCE,  UNESCO, WHO,   ICAO,  WLO and  World Tourist Organization. Uzbekistan  is a sovereign democratic  republic  in Central  Asia with a territory of  447.400  sq. Km. It is rich  in  mineral  resources  such   as  copper,   silver,  gold,  lead,  zinc,  tungsten  and  natural  gas.

At a recent meeting of the Cabinet Ministers, H.E Islam Karimov, President of the Republic of Uzbekistan highlighted the social-economic development of his country in 2006 and the priorities for the future.

In his address, the President  mentioned some of the recent achievements such as the 7,3% growth rate of GDP, macroeconomic development, stability of the balance of payments, 10,8% increase of industrial and 6,2% increase of agriculture production, 11,4% growth of investments, 12,8% of contractual construction, flourishing of service sector by 19,5%.

The President highlighted radical structural reforms, productivity growth and emergence of new service areas as determining factors of GDP growth. He also reiterated the importance of more market reforms, economic liberalization, property rights protection, which positively influenced the investment climate in the country as it reached USD 3.14 billion in 2006.

Mr. Karimov named some recent projects such as construction of 130 Km of highways, 2400 Km public roads, 34 bridges, other 53 projects funded by direct foreign investments, construction of railroad, power station, airport, water reservoirs and many other ongoing projects.

The President of Uzbekistan urged the Cabinet to work out a comprehensive program for the period of 2007-2011, which would bring about more prosperity and welfare for the nation through higher wages and living standards, more favorable conditions for trade, particularly private business, serious reforms in banking and financial system as well as community services.

As a result of tax privileges the business enterprises, firms and companies have increased their financial resources by UZS 425 billion. It has served as an additional source for investment growth, strengthening cash reserves of enterprises and increasing the wages.
The President reiterated that deepening of market reforms, economic liberalization, and implementation of measures directed at strengthening the protection of property rights had positively influenced the investment climate in the country, attracting the ever-increasing amounts of foreign investment. 

President Karimov outlined some of the new policies in the agriculture sector. He said: Fundamental changes are taking place in agriculture thanks to targeted implementation of economic reforms in the countryside aimed, firstly, at changing of ownership relations and revival among farmers a sense landownership. The world view of the agricultural workers is changing. They have started to actively manifest such merits as zeal, enterprise, and a sense of responsibility towards land and irrigation water.  

Undoubtedly, we all realize well that the key factor in substantial rise in efficiency in agriculture and harvesting for over the last years, evident from record high crops and production of cotton, grain, fruits and vegetables has been the implementation of the well-coordinated and consistent reforms in the countryside, he added.

Export promotion was another issue elaborated by President of Uzbekistan. He stated: One of the main achievements of 2006 has been the accelerated development of export potential and strengthening of competitiveness of the national economy. Exports became the most important direction in the operations of companies and the criteria of evaluation of the development in the entire economy. At the moment, practically many sectors and enterprises are involved in the foreign economic activity and actively enter foreign markets.

In 2006 alone, the volume of exports of goods increased by 31.5% and in comparison with the year 2000 the increase was more than double. The surplus in foreign trade rose up to nearly USD 2 billion during the last year.
The President underlined the issue of employment in the country and said that appreciable progress was made in increasing employment and rising, stage-by-stage, the living standards of our people in 2006. 

The real wages of various groups of employees grew by 36%. Thanks to the work accomplished with regard to structural changes and growth rates in the economy, promotion of small businesses and entrepreneurship, intensive development of services, creation of conditions for various kinds of home-based labor, provision of needy families with necessary equipments for cattle-breeding. Some  570,000 new jobs were created last year in the country.

Basically, in 2006, owing to the cooperation of the industrial enterprises, home-based labor actively developed and as a result over 60,000 jobs were created in industry alone. According to quarterly social surveys, last year employment rose by 2.7%, including 9% in the industry, and there was a 4% decrease in employment in the agriculture sector.

Regarding the main issues and directions for realization of the principal objectives that should be at the center of attention, Mr. Karimov said: First, are the issues of further strengthening the legislation on protection of the rights of a private property and private business. It is very important to determine what more new legislative norms and normative documents should be adopted and see why the current legal acts do not work today.
Second, we need to radically change our attitude and approaches towards privatization, take decisive steps to offer shares of the companies of leading branches of economy for sale. These should include the chemical, elector-technical industries, agricultural mechanical engineering, and the industry of construction materials and others.
Third, to achieve the above goals to cardinally decrease the state’s presence in the economy it is important to fully exclude any illegal intervention of the state in the economic activity.
Fourth, the main factor in further progress towards an open economy is to enhance cooperative relations and, where necessary, join transnational corporations.
Fifth, it is an open secret that the success of business is directly connected with the development of such market institutions as highly professional and independent audit, broad development of modern types of insurance and other financial services. The legal basis for the development of these institutions has been created in Uzbekistan. However, practical measures are being taken slowly and often superficially. This has to be corrected.
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Seyed Mojtaba Arastou, passes away

Ambassador Seyed Mojtaba Arastou, former Secretary General of the ECO, died on 8th March 2007 due to heart failure.  He served as Advisor to the Foreign Minister & Acting Head of CAFD, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2001 - July 2002), Secretary General of ECO (14th July 2002 - August 2003) and finally Director General in the Foreign Ministry of I.R.Iran.
Ambassador Arastou had wide experience of working with regional and international organizations. He had chaired a number of high-level meetings and participated in many UN events. He had also chaired the Special Working Group of ECO Secretariat Reorganization and been a senior member of the Iranian delegation in the ECO summits in Islamabad, Ashgabat and Tehran as well as the ECO Council of Ministers. 
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New colleagues join the Secretariat 
Mr. Waqar Ahmad Shah, an officer of the Commerce and Trade Service of Pakistan, assumed charge as Director (Trade & Investment) in April 2007 replacing Mr. Naib Khan.

Mr. Ali Khanbutayev, national of Azerbaijan, has taken over as Director (Energy, Minerals and Environment) since January 2007 replacing Dr. Shamil Aleskerov.

Two program officers, Mr. Hooman Fathi and Mr. Mohammad Reza Nabovati also have joined ECO Secretariat since January 2007.
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ECO Articles
Millennium Development Goals: An Overview. 

By: Davoud Rezaee Eskandari, Programme Officer, Human Resource & Sustainable Development.
The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are eight, to be achieved by 2015, to meet the main development challenges of the world. These are drawn from the actions and targets contained in the Millennium Declaration that was adopted by 189 nations and signed by 147 heads of state and governments during the UN Millennium Summit  held at New York in September 2000.   

The 8 MDGs break down into 18 quantifiable targets and are measured by 48 indicators. Progress evaluation and reports/documents for each indicator is being prepared by a specific international organization/UN agency i.e. World Bank, UNICEF, FAO, UNESCO, etc. 

Six years have passed since the United Nations adopted the Millennium Declaration, which gave rise to the Millennium Development Goals. The ECO Member States have been pursuing these goals. Some have done well, others have made limited progress. Bringing all countries within reach of the goals requires increased commitment and determination at the national, regional and global levels. 

With the assistance of the relevant UN agencies, many ECO countries have prepared their own progress reports on achieving MDG. There have also been assessments made at the global level, but none so far at regional (ECO) level. To supplement such estimates, the ECO has to follow the initiative of UNESCAP, UNDP and ADB which have formed a partnership, capitalizing on particular areas of expertise, to analyze trends in MDG achievement on the region plane and explore policy implications / guidelines at both, the national and regional, levels. 

It should be noted that there are significant advances together with serious set-backs. Every region faces particular challenges but has the opportunity to work on towards achieving the MDGs. Although there is a long way to go, yet the goals are achievable with political support, strong partnerships and coordinated efforts on the global plane. It is also important to note that if some negative trends persist, several goals will be difficult to reach. 
In this section, the UNESCAP terminology will be used to indicate progress made by countries on MDGs in the following four categories: 

Early achiever – Has already met the target

On track – Expected to meet the target by 2015

Off track – Slow – Expected to meet the target, but after 2015
Off track – Regressing – Slipping backwards, or stagnating
Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

 Achieving the first goal is fundamental to the overall attainment of the MDGs. Poverty and hunger are both causes and consequences of lack of education, gender discrimination, ill health and the overexploitation of fragile ecosystems. Global poverty rates are falling including the ECO region. But millions of more people have sunk deep into poverty in sub- Saharan Africa, where the poor are getting poorer. Most parts of Asia have been making good progress towards halving poverty by 2015, but hunger will not be halved if the recent trends continue. 
Target 1: Reduce by half the proportion of people living on less than a dollar a day
ECO region is on track for this goal and has made good progress toward achieving it. It will realize the goal by time set i.e. 2015. However, some ECO Member States are early achievers and some of them have already reached and have set new targets for themselves. For example Turkmenistan in 2000 achieved the goal and set up a new target for the years 2000-2015. 
Target 2: Reduce by half the proportion of people who suffer from hunger
The trend towards reaching the poverty reduction target in most of Asia unfortunately does not translate into proportional decreases in hunger; in fact, most of Asia is likely to miss the targets of halving between 1990 and 2015 the proportion of underweight children and malnourished people.

The observations with regard to underweight children in Asia extend to the proportion of malnourished people. With the exception of China, no sub-region is on track to meet the target by 2015. In fact, the CIS part of Asia has been regressing from the target so rapidly, its malnutrition rate of 23 per cent is second only to that of sub-Saharan Africa. The reasons for the lack of progress, however, differ: malnourishment rates were low compared with poverty rates in 1990 and there has simply not been much progress since.

As the UNESAP report titled “A future within reach"
 published in September 2005 shows, four out of ten ECO Member States (i.e. Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan) are regressive toward this target, meaning the situation was worsening. At the same time five others (except Afghanistan on which information is not available) are early achievers meaning they will get the target earlier than 2015. 
Goal 2 – Achieve universal primary education 

Education is not only a basic right in itself but it also enhances capabilities and is, therefore, a critical condition for a person to escape poverty.
Target 3: Ensure that all boys and girls complete a full course of primary schooling
Progress towards an enrolment rate of 95 per cent, the cut-off line where the target is considered to be achieved, has been mixed. While South Asia and the CIS countries have been making good progress towards reaching the target, West Asia is lagging behind. Despite its progress, South Asia, after sub-Saharan Africa, has the second lowest enrolment rate. 

As international reports show progress in the ECO region is varied; some states are on track toward this goal while others are regressive. For example Kazakhstan is on track, Tajikistan would be an early achiever. But Turkey and Azerbaijan are regressive on the primary enrolment target, the same as Iran for reaching grade 5 and primary completion targets. 
Goal 3 – Promote gender equality and empower women  
The Millennium Summit placed gender equality at the heart of the MDGs. Gender parity entails not only equal access to social services, but also empowerment of women in their families and communities. The actual target for this goal, however, is restricted to education. 

Target 4: Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education preferably by 2005, and at all levels by 2015
Gender inequality in literacy is a particular problem in Asia but ECO region is in a rather better position. Five ECO Member States are early achievers (namely Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan), Turkey is on track. Information on Afghanistan and Turkmenistan is not available.  

Goal 4 – Reduce child mortality  

Perhaps the most important indicator of social development is the survival of children beyond the years when they are most likely to succumb to disease and illness. 
Target 5: Reduce by two-thirds the mortality rate among children under five
Asia’s overall share in under-5 and infant mortality is about half the global total, which is significantly lower than its 60 per cent share in global population.  

Yet, many Asian sub-regions are not expected to reach the target by 2015; South Asia, the CIS countries in Asia and West Asia have been progressing too slowly. Worryingly, it is precisely in these sub-regions where, with the exception of West Asia, child mortality is the highest. 

Among ECO Member States, only Iran and Turkey would be early achievers of this goal and its relevant two targets. Other ECO Members are making too slow a progress to reach the target by 2015 or are regressive (i.e. Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan).
Goal 5 – Improve maternal health 

Target 6: Reduce by three quarters the maternal mortality ratio
Afghanistan in particular but also Pakistan has extremely high maternal mortality ratios. The rest of Asia has been making progress but too slowly to reach the target by 2015. In fact, except for Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan which are early achiever and on track respectively, other ECO member countries are making too slow a progress to achieve this goal.  
 Goal 6 – Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases.

The aim is simply to reduce the prevalence of diseases and deaths resulting from them; no explicit quantitative targets have been formulated. 

Target 7: Halt and begin to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS
Target 8: Halt and begin to reverse the incidence of malaria and other major diseases
HIV infection rates in Asia remain low compared with those in sub-Saharan Africa. However, HIV/AIDS has been rapidly spreading in some parts of Asia, in particular the CIS countries, and more slowly in West Asia.   

Necessary data on almost half of the Member States is not available. However among the other countries with available data Iran, Kyrgyz and Pakistan are on track to meet the target and Kazakhstan is regressing. 

Asia as a whole has been making good progress in bringing Tuberculosis (TB) under control. Among ECO countries the situation in Kazakhstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan is regressing. However other members would be early achievers. 

Goal 7 – Ensure environmental sustainability

This goal, consisting of the following two targets, addresses the important relationship between people and their environment: 
· Conserving and developing the countries' environmental resources in order to maintain people’s livelihoods.

· Access to safe water supplies and sanitation, a key element in the fight against infection and pollution. 

On Forest Cover, protected area, Carbon Dioxide emissions and water supplies for urban dwellers as some of the targets for this goal, nearly all of ECO Member States are early achievers or on track. But on indicators like water for rural dwellers and sanitation for urban and rural dwellers as a whole, except Pakistan all other member countries are regressing or making slow progress.  

Conclusions & proposal: Overall review of MDG implementation and proposal for regional cooperation  

ECO region is making progress towards achieving many of the MDGs. However, some Member States are lagging behind, or moving away from the targets. No country is currently on track to achieve all the MDGs by 2015. Fortunately, this region has been making good progress towards eradicating extreme poverty. Yet, in contrast to poverty, hunger will not be halved by 2015 if recent trends continue and malnutrition indicators for the entire region regress.
Still too many children die from preventable causes, and much work remains to remedy this situation. The progress towards achieving child mortality target is too slow to achieve the target by 2015. Progress in bringing TB under control is rapid and most of the countries would be early achievers for this goal. However, in some CIS countries TB prevalence and deaths have continued to rise. 

1. Analytical Progress report for ECO region:  Tracing progress toward achieving MDGs in the ECO region is an important tool to better evaluate the needs of member countries and propose projects or initiating activities for them at the regional level. Therefore, there is a need to prepare an in-dept analytical progress report on MDG for ECO region. The Secretariat may approach relevant UN agencies to enlist their assistance for preparing such a report. 

ECO can provide a platform to help member countries make better progress on these goals and also to share experiences, best practices and help each other to improve the well-being of their people. So initiating solid cooperation in this field is necessary. This may take form of training courses/workshops or related projects to assist Member States at the regional level. 

2. Coordinator country: Based on such a regional report, it should be possible to appoint a coordinator country for each particular goal or set of relevant goals such as health (MDG 4, 5 & 6) or education (MDG 2 & 3) cluster of MDG. The coordinator country may, in cooperation with Secretariat and international organization, undertake activities and initiatives propose new projects within the region.   

3. Proposed focus:   As shown in this article, some of the most serious problem indicators are under MDG 1, MDG 5 and MDG 6; two thirds or more of the sub-regions are off track for malnourishment, maternal mortality and HIV prevalence. The proportion of sub-regions off track is only slightly smaller for access to safe water and sanitation in rural areas under MDG 7

· MDG 1; Poverty alleviation: Most of ECO countries are making good progress toward achieving this goal, especially eradication of extreme poverty and its affiliated target. This goal is vital for reaching other goals and targets, yet this goal and the proposed targets are the minimum level for improving the quality of life. Therefore, there should be higher levels of economic well being of people. This will need special attention, both at the country and regional levels.

· Health MDG Cluster: As the progress report of relevant international organizations shows, ECO members need close attention on this bunch of goals to remedy the current situation. Special attention shall be given to MDG 5 i.e. maternal health since situation all over the region is regressing or progress is too slow to reach the goal. MDG 4 on Reducing child mortality and MDG 6 on combating HIV/AIDS also need more attention.    
[image: image21.png]



ECO Upcoming Event

Workshop on Prevention of HIV/AIDS related to drug

The Drug Control Headquarter of Islamic Republic of Iran will organize a Training Course on the treatment and rehabilitation of drug addicts from May 21-23, 2007 in Tehran. During the three days workshop, experts will impart training to the participants on the Injecting Drug User (IDU), a common factor for the spread of HIV/AIDS. Information to address the problem including preventive measures in the ECO region will be disseminated among the participants. 
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2nd Regional Workshop on Harmonization of Seed Regulations

The Second Regional Workshop on Harmonization of Seed Regulations is scheduled for 29 May - 2 June 2007 in Baku, Azerbaijan. It will be organized jointly by FAO, ICARDA, ECO and the Ministry of Agriculture of Azerbaijan within the framework of FAO-ECO Technical Cooperation Programme (TCP) Project for Strengthening Seed Supply in the ECO Region.

One of the main aims of the project is the harmonization of regulations with particular emphasis on seed certification schemes, seed variety release mechanisms, quarantine procedures and international seed trade. Under the project a series of meetings are taking place with stakeholders from ECO member countries to solicit their support for the initiatives.

Senior officials from the seed certification institutes/agencies engaged in implementation of seed certification laws/regulations in Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan will participate in the workshop along with Resource Persons from international organizations.
The workshop will address matters relating to seed quality assurance and certification as well as harmonization of regulations such as: 

· Overview of the Seed Quality Assurance in ECO Region; 

· International Seed Certification Schemes (OECD, AOSCA); 

· Country Presentations on Seed Quality Control and Certification; 

· Critical Analysis of Seed Certification; 

· Identify Areas of Harmonization (Legislative and Technical); and 

· Preparation/adoption of outline of Regional Draft Seed Certification Schemes.
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Meeting of the Heads of Geological Surveys of ECO member states 

The Meeting of the Heads of Geological Surveys of ECO Member States is scheduled for 30-31 May 2007 in Tehran. The event is mandated for considering the formats of the Mineral Distribution Map of ECO region as well as the ECO Geosciences Database to be developed by the Iranian authorities, designated for implementation of the Project. ECO Secretariat will circulate the draft Agenda and Working Papers of the meeting to Member States shortly.

۞ ۞ ۞
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