20
ECO Bulletin – November 2006
ECO Bulletin – November 2006
21

Contents
· The ECO Secretary General’s Message on ECO Day, 28th November
· Messages received from the Head of States / Government and Foreign Ministers of Member States
· The Secretary General’s Letter to ECO Foreign Ministers

ECO Focus
· First Meeting of the ECO Ministers of Interior held in Tehran 

· Tehran Declaration as adopted by 1st ECO Interior Minister’s Meeting

ECO Activities
· 1st Experts Group Meeting of Agreement on Simplification of Visa Procedures

· ECO Postal Authorities Gathered in Ankara

· 1st Meeting for the Implementation of Transit Transport Framework Agreement (TTFA)

· ECO-IDB-FAO Regional Workshop on Water Demand Management Policies for Agriculture
· 1st ECO Meeting of the Heads of Veterinary Organizations
ECO International Events
· Secretary General visited New York

· 14th Informal Meeting of COM
· ECO-ASEAN Joint Meeting
· Secretaries General of ECO & ASEAN Exchanged views
· Meeting with the Secretary General of OIC 

ECO Articles
· Drug Situation in Central Asian Region for the year 2005
ECO News
· The Secretary General Calls on the Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

· Discussion on Drug Control Hosted by the Islamic Republic of Iran 

· New Staff Members join the Secretariat

ECO Interviews
· An Interview with H.E. Mr. Shafkat Saeed, Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan

· Interview with the Deputy Minister of Interior of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
· The ECO Secretary General Calls on the Minister of Road & Transport of the Islamic Republic of Iran
ECO Upcoming Events
· The 3rd Ministerial Meeting on Industry

· First High Level Experts Group (HLEG) Meeting on Tourism

· 1st High Level Expert Group Meeting on Human Development and prospect of implementation of the Millennium Development Goal 

· Experts Group Meeting on Developing the Work Plan for the Protection of Biodiversity

· ECO-IDB-FAO Regional Workshop on Privatization

· The 3rd Mineral Experts Group Meeting to be held in Islamabad
The Secretary General’s Message on ECO Day
On the auspicious occasion of the ECO Day, I wish to extend warmest felicitations to the governments and peoples of member states.  We celebrate today ECO’s expansion fourteen years ago from a trilateral to a ten-member organization.  Our strong commonalities of history and geography, faith and culture have made us one family.  We share common gaols as enshrined in the Treaty of Izmir and the Quetta Plan of Action. We are inspired by the same vision, the ECO Vision 2015 and we pursue convergent goals in trade and transport, energy and environment, agriculture and industry, health and human resource development.

2.
The ECO region has great potential for economic integration.  Located strategically, it is endowed with rich energy resources, mineral deposits, fertile land and, above all, talented people.  We have a population of 387 million and a land mass of about 8 million square kilometres.  Our economies have performed demonstrably well.  The total GDP of the region amounted to US$ 775 billion in 2005.  It posted an average growth rate of 6.2 percent during 2000-2004.

3.
ECO has laid a credible institutional framework.  Important agreements have been signed in diverse fields.  The ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA) aims at promoting intra-regional trade which, at 6 percent in 2005, is far below the available potential.  ECOTA would encourage trade liberalization and harmonization of customs laws. It will also be helped by simplification of visa procedures for business people, e-commerce and efficient use of business forums.  The ECO Trade and Development Bank, set up with an initial capital of SDR 60 million shared equally by Iran, Pakistan and Turkey, will help to achieve these objectives.

4.
Transport linkages are central to economic integration. Intra-regional trade, tourism, people-to-people contacts and cultural exchanges would benefit from an efficient transportation network.  It is particularly necessary because seven out of ten ECO states are landlocked. The Transit Transport Framework Agreement (TTFA), effective since May 2006, addresses this question.  A related project, the Almaty-Istanbul container and passenger trains on the Trans-Asian main railway, is being pursued.  

5.
The ECO region has an important role in the World energy markets. Its primary energy production is around 25.711 quadrillion Btu - about 6 percent of the World Primary Energy Production.  Crude oil production is 6,019 thousand barrels per day or 7.4 percent of the world total.  Natural gas production is 9 trillion cubic feet or 9.2 percent of the global production.  With some of the highest mountains and the fastest flowing rivers, the ECO region can produce enormous hydro-electric power.  The total electricity generation is around 551 billion kilowatt hours which amounts to 3.3 percent of the world total. A feasibility study, financed by IDB, on inter-connection of electric power systems of ECO states is underway.  It is aimed at promoting power trade and efficient energy management.

6.
Agriculture constitutes 23.4 percent of the regional GDP and employs 40 percent of the economically active population in the region. Pakistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan jointly provide about 40 percent of the world cotton supply.  The region also enjoys advantage in producing cereals, rice, meat, livestock and dairy products.  ECO is implementing a Plan of Action for Drought Management and pursuing a Regional Programme for Food Security.

7.
As regards industry, the ECO region has a rich resource base for raw materials.  A wide variety of minerals are produced, ranging from lead, zinc, iron, coal, copper and tin to silver, gold and mercury.  Industry contributes 27.6 percent to the regional GDP.  ECO is working on a regional strategy on industry which is expected to be adopted at the Third Ministerial Meeting on Industry, scheduled for 30th November 2006, in Lahore.

8.
Environment, tourism, health and human resource development are high on ECO’s agenda for active cooperation.  Environment has indeed been the subject of three Ministerial meetings during the past as many years.  Terrorism and trans-national organized crimes, including drug trafficking, human and arms smuggling, as well as illegal immigration came under close focus at the ECO Interior Ministers’ Meeting held in Tehran in October 2006.  The member states agreed in the Tehran Declaration to intensify cooperation against these menaces.

9.
ECO’s regional institutions and specialized agencies focus on specific areas.  These include the ECO Cultural Institute, the ECO College of Insurance, the ECO Chamber of Commerce and Industry, the ECO Consultancy and Engineering Company and, the newly established, ECO Trade and Development Bank.  Efforts are underway to set up the ECO Reinsurance Company, the ECO Science Foundation and the ECO Educational Institute. 

10.
ECO has mounted a modest effort to help in the reconstruction of Afghanistan.  A special fund has been instituted for that purpose.  Pakistan and Turkey have pledged US$ 5 million each and Iran half a million US dollars for that purpose.  A contract worth US$ 1.3 million would be signed shortly for the construction of Deh Mazang Park and the maintenance of Kabul Zoo. Additional projects are being identified in consultation with the Afghan government.

11.
ECO values close cooperative relations with major regional and international organizations.  We enjoy observer status with the UN, WTO, OIC and IDB.  We regularly attend UNGA. Biennial General Assembly resolutions are adopted on UN-ECO cooperation.  We have signed over fifteen MOUs with international organizations.  We would shortly sign new ones with Shanghai Cooperation Organization, IMO and ILO.

12.
In conclusion, ECO has entered a new phase, with fresh challenges and opportunities.  These would necessitate greater emphasis on implementation of agreements.  We also need to sharpen our focus on the primary objectives of trade, transport and energy.  Economic prosperity and regional integration are goals worth pursuing with single-minded determination. We shall spare no effort to that end. 


Messages received from the Heads of States / Government and Foreign Ministers of Member States on the Occasion of the ECO Day  

ECO Day is being celebrated on November 28 of each year and as a common practice, Head of States / Government and Foreign Ministers of ECO member states as well as ECO Secretary General sends congratulatory messages in commemoration of the expansion of ECO from a trilateral regional cooperation into a 10-members states organization. 

Following are the messages that have been received from ECO dignitaries in this regard. 
Message from H. E. Hamed Karzai the President of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan

On behalf of my people and Government and on my own behalf, I have the pleasure to convey to you and your esteemed colleagues our warmest felicitations on the ECO Day.

The people and the Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan appreciate the achievements and positive initiatives of the ECO and consider them an honour for you and the ECO Member States.

With the active support of its members, ECO is able to encompass different aspects of the socio-economic life of the Member States and promote coordination in their views and efforts.  It also paves the way for mutual reliance and cooperation among the member states on the one hand and between ECO and other regional and international organizations on the other. 

May I also take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to the leadership of the Organization and the Member States for the ECO Special Fund for the Reconstruction of Afghanistan which has been established within the framework of ECO and with the financial support of member states contributing to the Fund.

Excellency,

While reiterating my congratulations and best wishes for the continued success of the ECO, let me assure you that the Government of Afghanistan will spare no effort to contribute to ECO’s goals and objectives in accordance with its principles and with the support of other Member States.
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Message from President Dr. Mahmood Ahmadi Nejad to the President of the I. R. of Pakistan * 

In the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful

 I would like to express my sincere congratulations to Your Excellency and to the brotherly Government and people of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan on the ECO Day, the 7th of Azar (28th of November), which marks the expansion of the Economic Cooperation Organization.

It is heartening that ECO has consolidated itself as an important regional organization, with the signing of important agreements and implementation of major projects in priority areas. The ECO programs and projects, agreed at various Summit and Foreign Ministers’ Meetings and supported by the strong political will of Member States for a dynamic partnership, have created a bright future. This is in accord with the ECO Vision 2015 to promote the common interests of member countries and their people.
Your Excellency,

The active participation of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and your sincere patronage of this organization are indeed important components of regional cooperation under the ECO. I am confident that with your positive approach and continued support, this cooperation will increase further to serve the best interests of the people of the region. In this connection, I look forward to exchanging views with Your Excellency on regional issues and to benefit from Your Excellency’s views on initiatives to revitalize regional cooperation under the ECO. 
As a founding member of the ECO and one strongly committed to its principles and policies, the Islamic Republic of Iran wishes further expansion of close relations with neighboring Moslem countries. It would spare no effort to use all its capabilities for the promotion of regional cooperation. Indeed, the realization of the ECO’s objectives stands high on Iran’s regional agenda.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration, with my best wishes for the brotherly people of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.
*
The same felicitation message has also been sent to all Presidents / Heads of States of ECO 
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Message from H. E. General Pervez Musharraf the President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 

It is a matter of great pleasure for me to extend warm felicitations to the peoples and governments of fellow ECO member states on the occasion of the fourteenth anniversary of ECO’s expansion. Pakistan joins its peers in the region in commemorating this important landmark in the history of ECO.

ECO has indeed come a long way since 1992. It has made important strides in promoting linkages and institutionalizing cooperation. I am confident that the Organization will measure up to the challenges of regional integration that lie ahead.

ECO remains our best hope for pooling our collective potential for the common benefit of our peoples. This day affords us all an opportunity to renew our commitment to the Organization and its noble objectives.

I wish ECO complete success in the fulfillment of the lofty goals it has set for itself.
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Message from the Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
	
	H. E. Mr. Shaukat Aziz,


On behalf of the Government and people of Pakistan, I wish to convey sincere felicitations to the ECO family of nations on the auspicious occasion of the: fourteenth anniversary of ECO expansion. Centuries old ties of culture, commerce and common faith link our peoples in an abiding bond of kinship. By bringing them together on a single platform ECO fulfills an historic need.

On this day, we renew our collective resolve to transform ECO into a more powerful tool for regional integration geared towards economic development of the region, and the uplift of its masses. We have to work together to make ECO an effective organization, better able to meet contemporary challenges. The successes ECO has scored so far generate confidence in its ability to successfully navigate the future.

I would like to avail this opportunity to reiterate Pakistan's abiding commitment to ECO, and to wish ECO continued success in the pursuit of its objectives.
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Message from H.E Mr. Abdullah GŰL Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey
I have the pleasure to extend to Your Excellency my sincere congratulations on the occasion of the ECO Day.

Being one of the founding members, Turkey remains committed to the goals and objectives of the Organization stipulated in the Treaty of Izmir.

Promoting economic cooperation. and development will require regular an institutionalized dialogue between the regional countries.

We gladly observe that ECO has completed its restructuring and turned into a full-fledged Organization. It is ready to enter into the implementation phase of its projects and programs.

My country supports the liberalization of trade among the member states and the efforts toward the gradual elimination of non-tariff barriers which will increase the trade volume in the region. In this respect, private sector plays an important role in achieving economic prosperity. We should give due importance to the expansion and facilitation of trade among the ECO members.

In this regard, Turkey believes that the early establishment and functioning of the ECO Trade and Development Bank will promote development of regional projects and business relations.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
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Message from H. E. Dr. Rangeen Dadfar Spanta, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan 
I have great pleasure to convey my warmest felicitations to you and your honoured colleagues on the occasion of the ECO Day, the 28th of November. This auspicious day marks the expansion and deepening of relations among the ECO member states. A number of useful meetings, held over the years, have brought member countries closer to each other in important areas of cooperation. The common positions they have taken have paved the way for achieving the objectives of the organization.

I believe that the active cooperation of member states in evolving work programmes and their joint participation in implementing these programmes would best serve their interests and make the organization more effective.

The current expansion of ECO’s trans-regional relations indicates that under your able leadership, ECO will strengthen and consolidate its position among regional and international organizations.

I wish you, Excellency, complete success in your future endeavours.  
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Message from H. E. Mr. Elmar Mammadyarov Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan
It is my pleasure to extend our warm felicitations on the occasion of Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) Day 28th of November.

The need to address challenges brought by globalization has urged nations of the globe to move closer towards forming an integrated and interdependent world market. From this point of view, we highly value cooperation within the framework of the ECO built on the constructive work of the member states. Our cooperation within the ECO backed by historical, cultural and traditional ties existing among the Member States have created a favorable ground for its further deepening and upgrading to a qualitatively new level.

Azerbaijan firmly believes in the potential of the ECO, which is able to make substantial contribution towards strengthening economic, cultural and social links within and sustainable development in the region, and is determined to serve with other member states to the realization of this potential in order to secure the development of the Organization. At the same time we also assign high importance to the stability and security of our region as they are crucial issues for further strengthening of ongoing cooperation.

Availing myself of this opportunity, I would like to wish you all the best in your endeavors in capacity of the Secretary General of the ECO, as well as to the Organization further success to fulfill its purposes and objectives.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
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Message from the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran
In the Name of God the Compassionate, the Merciful

I would like to extend my congratulations on your assumption of office as the new Secretary General of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO). I also express my warm felicitations to Your Excellency and esteemed colleagues in the ECO Secretariat on the ECO Day, Seventh of Azar, 28th of November 2006. It reminds us of the expansion of the ECO to a membership of ten countries.

It is heartening that the Economic Cooperation Organization, moving towards its consolidation process has reached the stage of implementing important and effective regional projects such as the ECO Trade and Development Bank, entry into force of the Transit Transport Framework Agreement and finalization of ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA). These have institutionalized and reinforced development of regional cooperation within the framework of the organization. I am confident that during your term of office, we will witness fruition of the efforts of the member countries during the past one and a half decade and implementation of the ongoing programms and the projects.

I assure you that the Islamic Republic of Iran, as the host country of ECO Secretariat and as an active member of the organization, will continue to support and facilitate activities of the Secretariat.

I pray to Almighty Allah for your health, happiness and success.
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Message from the Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan  

It gives me great pleasure to extend sincere felicitations to member states on the fourteenth ECO day. This day happily coincides with the convening of the Third ECO Ministerial Meeting on Industries in Lahore, which Pakistan is honoured to host.

In recent years, ECO has made admirable progress in diverse areas. It has extended its mandate to include cooperation in the key sectors of security agriculture, industry, finance and environment. Entry into operations of the ECO Trade and Development Bank by next year would enhance manifold, ECO’s ability to translate its plans into tangible results.

This date serves to remind us of ECO's tremendous promise for promoting meaningful regional cooperation, and to reaffirm our commitment to the principles and objectives of the Treaty of Izmir.

I wish ECO and the ECO community of nations every success in their noble endeavours.
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Message from Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Tajikistan
On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan and on my own behalf, I congratulate your Excellency and all the member-countries of the Economic Cooperation Organization on the occasion of ECO Day.

Today, ECO is a recognized regional organization continuing to contribute in realization of the concrete plans for further development of regional integration.

Tajikistan highly appreciates the positive role of ECO in promoting and broadening cooperation, good neighbourly relations, mutual trust and friendship between member ​states, facilitating their joint development. Strategic significance of the region is enhanced by the fact that it is a bridge between East and West, Asian and European culture. These factors also define the significance of ECO in world economy and geopolitics.
At present, the fundamental role of ECO is to give a new impulse to the development of cooperation among countries of the region and establishment of sustainable development programmes.

In this regard, I would like to express my hope that the defined reforms of the Organization are aimed at transforming ECO into an international institution of geostrategic importance and a reliable instrument for achieving the goals and objectives put by.

I would like to avail this opportunity to wish You, Mr. Khurshid Anwar, all the success in achievement of those noble objectives put before our Organization.
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Message from the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan
I express my gratitude for Your congratulations on occasion of the ECO Day.
I am sure that cooperation in various spheres in the framework of Economic Cooperation Organization will develop in future as well.

Taking this opportunity, I sincerely congratulate You with this remarkable Day. I wish Your Excellency strong health, happiness and success in your work.
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Message from H.E. Mr. Vladimir Norov, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Uzbekistan

I would like to express my sincere congratulations on the occasion of 14th Anniversary of the “ECO Day”.

I am pleased to note that after a historically short period of time, the Organization have received an international recognition and have been transformed into the real mechanism of the regional economic integration.

I am confident that its under Your esteemed guidance, the Secretariat will continue its efforts, aimed at ensuring firm economic development of the ECO region which is fundamental task of our Organization.

Uzbekistan consistently stands for further extension of the mutually beneficial cooperation with all ECO member-countries, particularly in the areas of transport, communications, trade and investments.

I avail myself of this opportunity to wish You good health and successes in Your activity.
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The Secretary General’s Letter to ECO Foreign Ministers

On the auspicious occasion of the ECO Day, I wish to extend to Your Excellency warmest felicitations and best wishes. The Economic Cooperation Organization has completed fourteen years of its expansion from a trilateral to a ten-member organization. It is today a well-knit family, sharing strong commonalities of history and geography, faith and culture. 

The ECO puts premium on institutionalization of cooperation. Important agreements have been signed in diverse fields. The ECO Trade Agreement is aimed at raising our intra-regional trade from 6 percent at present to twice as much in the coming few years. The newly established ECO Trade and Development Bank is expected to facilitate achieving that objective.

Credible transport linkages are central to the economic integration of the region. The Transit Transport Framework Agreement has been signed to that end. Its full implementation, together with that of the Trans-Asian railway line project, would bring Member States further closer to each other. 

In the energy sector, we are pursuing interconnection of power systems of ECO States. It would facilitate power trade and energy management. In addition, environment, tourism, health and human resource development are high on our agenda. 

We shall pursue these activities to fruition and take new initiatives with the support of member states. We appreciate the active role and cooperation of your country. I am confident that, with Your Excellency’s support and able guidance, ECO will realize its full potential for the economic integration of our region.
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ECO Focus
First Meeting of the ECO Ministers of Interior held in Tehran 
In line with their effort to realize the common goals mentioned in the Declarations adopted by the Eighth and Ninth ECO Summit meetings held in Dushanbe, the Republic of Tajikistan, on 14th September  2004, and in Baku, the Republic of Azerbaijan, on 5th May 2006, on coordination of policies on issues such as terrorism, trafficking of drugs and illicit precursors, human smuggling, money laundering and cross border crimes that undermine the peace and stability of the region,  the First Meeting of the Interior Ministers of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) was held in Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran, on 1st November 2006.  The meeting was attended by the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the Republic of Tajikistan, the Republic of Turkey and Turkmenistan as well as the ECO Secretary General along with the relevant staff of the Secretariat.  

The Interior Ministers meeting was preceded by the Senior Officials’ meeting on October 30-31, 2006, which was inaugurated by H.E. Mr. Mostafa Pour-Mohammadi, Minister for Interior of the Islamic Republic of Iran.  

The Senior Officials’ meeting was chaired by H.E. Mr. Abdul Reza-Rahmani Fazli, Deputy Interior Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran
Senior Officials deliberated on increasing links and impacts of the transnational organized crimes and terrorism on national and regional security & stability, economic growth and sustainable development of ECO member states and prepared the report for consideration/approval by the Ministerial Meeting. 

The meeting also explored possible areas of cooperation to combat narcotic drugs and basic chemical substances trafficking, human trafficking and human smuggling as well as money laundering. 

H.E. Mr. Mostafa Pour-Mohammadi, the Interior Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran, opened the meeting of the ECO Interior Ministers on 1 November 2006. In his inaugural statement, the Minister said that ECO held an important place in the development of regional cooperation among the member countries and provided a reliable mechanism to bring them closer further to each other and add greater substance in their relations. He further stated that economic development and security environment are inter-related. He expressed the hope that ECO member states were able to take firm steps towards establishment of an effective security arrangement to counter various menaces and create a safe regional surrounding. He noted the many commonalities and corresponding capabilities contributing to such a cooperation.  The Minister assured the meeting of the continued commitment and support of his government to the goals and objectives of the ECO

In his statement, Mr. Khurshid Anwar, Secretary General of ECO, expressed his sincere thanks and appreciation to the Islamic Republic of Iran for taking the initiative to host this important meeting.  He also thanked other ECO member states for their positive response to make a success of this very constructive effort.  He stated that the ECO region should have a stable and secure environment to pursue the social and economic development of the people, to strengthen trade, transport and communications linkages, to enhance energy utilization, to develop agriculture and also be able to sustain it all. There is enormous potential for cooperation in diverse fields. Terrorism and transnational crimes should not take it hostage.  He stated that no one country could meet these challenges single-handed.  The positive response of the member states symbolizes ECO’s determination to jointly address the scourge of terrorism and transnational crimes.  He expressed the hope that with sincerity of purpose and with commitment to the higher goals of the ECO, it should be possible to achieve our objectives 

The Interior Ministers considered and endorsed the report proposed by the Senior Officials and “Tehran Declaration” consisting of issues of common interest was issued.
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Tehran Declaration as adopted by 1st ECO Interior Ministers Meeting

The Interior Ministers/Heads of Delegations of Member States of Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), on the invitation of the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran and in line with their effort to realize the common goals mentioned in the Declarations adopted by the Eighth and Ninth Summit Meetings held on 14th September 2004 in Dushanbe, the Republic of Tajikistan, and 5th May 2006 in Baku, the Republic of Azerbaijan, respectively, on  coordination of policies and programs for campaign against terrorism and trans-national organized crimes, met in Tehran on November 1, 2006.

Emphasizing the importance of implementing the relevant articles approved by the ECO Summits on the necessity of consolidation, coordination and cooperation among Member States in their programs on campaign against terrorism and trans-national organized crimes in order to advance the high goals incorporated in the statute of ECO, and remove all obstacles in the way of the fulfillment of the said goals, the Ministers of ECO Member States agreed on the following points:

1.
Recognizing security and stability as fundamental factors for any economic development and progress, emphasized the continuation and further deepening of cooperation among Member States, in order to maintain and preserve peace and stability of the region, and jointly / seriously confront all threatening factors disturbing the security, including the factors related to the spread of trans-national organized crimes and offenses, drug trafficking, and terrorism which are in one way or another related to each other.

2.
Aware of the adverse consequences and effects of transnational crimes, including organized crimes and terrorism, emphasized the necessity of adopting a common, comprehensive strategy to fight  all forms of trans-national organized crimes such as drug trafficking, human trafficking, money laundering, smuggling of cultural and historical relics, rare plants or animal species and terrorism. 

3. 
Noted that human trafficking and human smuggling have become the rapidly growing problems not only in the region but also worldwide; while considering the factors contributing to such problems, agreed to exchange bilateral information and experiences and consider establishment of an effective cooperation mechanisms to fight these threats. 

4.
Categorically condemning different forms of terrorism, reassured their  determination to contain and campaign against this problem, firmly believing that an effective campaign against this complex phenomenon requires a comprehensive approach, encompassing judicial, police and intelligence cooperation among the Member States as well as the cooperation of relevant international and regional institutions and organizations; Recognized that elimination of the problem of terrorism will not be possible without the identification of the root causes that shape and strengthen it, including on the one hand, social, economic, political and psychological factors and adoption of necessary measures to reduce grounds leading to terrorist activities, and, on the other, promotion of  policies and programs consolidating the principle of understanding, and tolerance and peaceful co-existence among the civilizations.

5.
In line with their resolve to fight terrorism, emphasized the need to exchange information in different fields among themselves on ways and techniques used by the terrorist groups and emphasized that they will prevent any settlement and activities of terrorist groups in their territories.

6.
Following the principles and objectives of the Charter of the United Nations, the contents of the Declaration of Human Rights and Human Rights Conventions as well as other related international instruments, announced that campaign against terrorism must be within the framework of international rules and norms of international law and in conformity with all related principles and regulations of human rights and international humanitarian law and by avoiding adoption of unilateral, discriminatory and non-transparent policies. 

7.
Recognizing the special geographical and geopolitical situation of the ECO region on the one hand and the international developments over the past few years on the other, and also demonstrating the political will of their respective governments to fight all manifestations of trans-national organized crime, laid emphasis on the need to create an effective  mechanism within the framework of the ECO to coordinate measures for the prevention and campaign against terrorism and trans-national organized crimes, particularly drug and psychotropic substances trafficking, and also laid emphasis on the expansion of cooperation with other regional organizations and relevant UN institutions.

8.
Taking into account the reports of the relevant international organizations, particularly the United Nations, which emphasize the seriousness of the threats stemming from the continuation of poppy cultivation, production and trafficking of narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances and precursors, laid stress on the need for sharing effective innovations and mechanisms for the continuation and deepening of collective cooperation among themselves within the framework of the ECO and also on developing effective cooperation and technical assistance with other countries and relevant international organizations, UNODC in particular, for a result-oriented campaign against this problem which somehow strengthens the financial  and operational capacity of the terrorist groups and other trans-national organized criminals. 

9. 
Maintained that the narcotic drugs and basic chemical substances threaten not only the countries of the ECO region but also all regions of the world and hence while being aware of their own mission as frontline states in an all-out campaign against this problem, announced that more serious, comprehensive and effective international assistance and help in this regard, including the realization of stability and improvement of economic condition in Afghanistan as well as fulfillment of all accepted commitments in comprehensive campaign against the production and trafficking of narcotic drugs, is the fundamental condition for containment and campaign against narcotic drugs and other related crimes in the world.

10.
Acknowledging the effective role of law enforcement agencies/security forces in coordinating and following up the policies and plans aimed at fighting trans-national organized crime, emphasized the upgrading of the qualitative level of activities of law enforcement agencies/security forces through expansion of comprehensive cooperation in various fields and various specializations, including the management of borders between the Member States, and establishing ECOPOL, would also be studied for that purpose.

11. 
Stressed the promotion of neighbourly cooperation within the region and requested the member states sharing common borders and coastal areas, to strengthen cooperation through bilateral or multilateral arrangements, to address subversive and insurgency activities aimed at common border and coastal security.    

12. 
Expressing their serious concern at the size of financial and economic offenses, including money laundering, corruption as well as cyber  crimes, and their adverse effects on and consequences for economic development and progress of the Member States, which is among the key objectives of Economic Cooperation Organization on the one hand, and their role in consolidation of the financial power of the trans-national organized criminal groups on the other, emphasized the need for consolidation of regional cooperation to effectively fight these crimes, taking necessary measures to expedite and define practical mechanisms for cooperation among Member States to identify the techniques and methods used by terrorist groups and the trans-national organized criminal groups as well as to fight them through banking, technical, legal, and judicial means, and also to develop cooperation among law enforcement agencies/security forces.

13. 
Considering the prevalence of natural disasters in the ECO region, causing heavy human casualties, economic losses and threatening the security and sustainable development of member states, stressed the need to enhance regional cooperation for possible prevention and management of such disasters, as well as emergency relief, reconstruction and rehabilitation; expressed appreciation for the ECO Secretariat’s efforts to enhance international cooperation including the proposed MOU between ECO and OCHA, which would pave the way for regional capacity-building, financial and technical assistance to member states. Also, investment in preparedness, in particular early warning systems and reducing vulnerability to natural disasters was underlined as important to curtail losses from such disasters in the future; agreed in that context, the offer of the Islamic Republic of Iran to set up a regional center for natural disasters management in Iran as well as the idea for the establishment of an ECO Natural Disaster Trust Fund so as to strengthen regional capacities to meet such challenges. 

14.
Agreed to set up a High Level Experts Group (HLEG) to prepare a comprehensive cooperation plan to launch a coordinated and organized campaign against the said crimes and offenses, and called on the group to present the outcome of its activities together with suggestions, to the next meeting of the Interior Ministers. Each member state, within a time-line of two months from the date of announcement of this Declaration, will introduce its high-level representatives for the HLEG to the Secretariat and the Secretariat will hold in one of the member states the first meeting of the HLEG within three months of the nomination of representatives for the HLEG.  The HLEG may, if necessary, set up sub-committees and expert committees in the relevant fields and report the outcome to the next meeting of the Interior Ministers.

15.
Thanking the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran and appreciating its warm welcome, hospitality, and excellent management of the session. 
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ECO Activities
1st Experts Group Meeting of Agreement on Simplification of Visa Procedures
The First Expert Group Meeting on Simplification of Visa Procedures for Businessmen of ECO Member States was held in Tehran, September 4-5, 2006. Delegations from nine member states, including Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey and Uzbekistan participated in the meeting was held at the ECO Secretariat. 

The meeting, spread over two days of deliberations, approved a Plan of Action for implementation of the Agreement on Simplification of Visa Procedures for Businessmen.  The non-signatory member states were urged to sign and the signatories to ratify it.  It was emphasized that deportation of businessmen without valid reasons, from fellow member states be avoided and their properties should be fully protected, if the deportation is unavailable.
 Delegates called for harmonization of visa fee, a unified visa application form and setting up of special visa facilitation desks for businessmen from ECO member states.  It was agreed that a Committee of National Focal Points be set up to supervise implementation of the Agreement.  The meeting also agreed that transit drivers be given the same facilities as those agreed for businessmen.  Articles I and II of the Agreement would be amended to that effect.  In addition, a new article would be added to the Agreement to provide for a minimum of three-day transit visa to drivers at entry points.
The meeting noted that the Visa Simplification Agreement should enable businessmen to get visa for a minimum of one year, extendable till the end of their business activity. In each member state, a single authority be nominated to issue introductory letters for grant of visas to businessmen and transit drivers.  In addition, member states be encouraged to establish a non-visa regime for diplomatic and official passport holders.  A complete non-visa regime would be realized by 2015.
 The amendments agreed at the meeting would be compiled in the form of an Additional Protocol to the Agreement on Simplification of Visa Procedures.  It would be approved by the next meeting of the Council of Ministers.
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ECO Postal Authorities Gathered in Ankara
The 3rd  Meeting  of  ECO  Postal  Authorities  was  held  in  Ankara/Turkey on 19-21 September, 2006, with the participation of delegations from the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the Republic of Tajikistan and the Republic of Turkey (the host country).

The meeting was inaugurated by Mr. Osman Tural, Chairman of the Board and Director General of Turkish Post, Telegraph and Telephone (Ptt). The head of the Secretariat delegation also gave an opening statement in which information about the postal activities and cooperation among the Member States during the second and third meeting of ECO Postal Authorities were addressed. The Turkish official in his statement emphasized that in the globalization era, development of post and telecommunications industry is one of the necessities for entering this international important trend, and expansion of regional cooperation in this field in the ECO region would help all the member states to utilize new international opportunities.

During the meeting the Iranian and Kazakh delegations distributed their joint stamps they had prepared among the participants. The other delegations also agreed to provide their joint stamps based on the approved draft design before the end of 2006.

The meeting proposed that since all the member states admitted that Pakistan enjoys the most advanced postal training centre, it can be used as permanent training centre of ECO postal trainees. The Pakistan delegate agreed to this proposal and stated that conditions and particulars of the relevant courses available in the said training centre would be conveyed to the Member states through the ECO Secretariat

The 3rd Meeting of the ECO Postal Authorities also discussed other issues including:

· Common database in which all updating information about the postal products as well as new technologies be stored in order to facilitate the exchange of information of these products and activities

· Postal Financial Services and Cost Accounting Systems

· Providing a postal Hub in the Islamic Republic of Iran by using the facilities of Payam International Airport

· Positive role of private sector in developing postal services

· Progress made in enhancing the cooperation of the member states in postal field especially in bilateral and multilateral agreements to promote closer collaboration among the member states in this regard
· Establishment of Electronic Postal Services i.e. E-Shopping
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1st Meeting for the Implementation of Transit Transport Framework Agreement (TTFA)
The First Meeting of the Transit Transport Coordination Council (TTCC) for Implementation of Transit Transport Framework Agreement (TTFA) was held in Baku/Azerbaijan on September 25-26, 2006. Delegations from seven Member States participated in the meeting. These included Azerbaijan (host country), Iran, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan and Turkey.

The meeting was held under a positive and cooperative spirit and discussed important issues including: preparing a mechanism for establishment of auxiliary bodies of TTCC, Third Party Liability Insurance Scheme, providing a mechanism for cooperation and coordination between TTCC and Cooperation Council of ECOTA as well as other projects such as ECO Trade & Development Bank and ECO Re-Insurance Company.

After deliberations, the meeting agreed to set up four committees as auxiliary bodies of TTCC namely: Road Committee, Railway Committee, Legal Committee and Insurance Committee. Turkey, Iran and Pakistan volunteered to host the first meeting of Committees of Railway, Insurance and Legal respectively. Also, it was decided to refer the implementation of Annex-IIV of TTFA (including provision of a mechanism for Guaranteeing Associations) to the Council of Heads of Customs Administrations (CHCA) Meeting which will be held in the near future in Turkey.

The meeting noted that, the Third Party Liability Insurance Scheme is an incoherent component of transport activities and, therefore, recommended the Member States to strengthen the legal infrastructure of their insurance system. Also, the meeting requested those Member States which have not ratified the TTFA namely Turkey and Turkmenistan to expedite the ratification process of this Agreement.
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ECO-IDB-FAO Regional Workshop on Water Demand Management Policies for Agriculture

ECO-FAO-IDB Workshop on Water Demand Management Policies for Agriculture held on 5 -11 November 2006 in Islamabad-Pakistan. Seven member countries including: Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Iran, Kyrgyz, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Turkey and Uzbekistan participated in the workshop.

Participants in their country presentations informed the workshop of their country status in the field of water demand management. Some Common Problems and challenges in Water Sector in ECO Countries are as:

· Simultaneous increase in water scarcity and demand for water

· Transboundry water sharing from international river basins,  

· Resource degradation, especially problems of salinity, erosion, water pollution, deteriorating water quality, wastewater disposal/treatment /re-use in agriculture, desertification; 

· Over-exploitation of groundwater resources, 

· Low level of efficiency in delivery and use of water resources; 

· Low level of land and water productivity;

· Poor maintenance of irrigation systems, poor service delivery, lack of community involvement/participation, low cost recovery, financial dependence of sector on government funds, lack of investments in rehabilitation of deteriorated irrigation and drainage infrastructure in medium and large-scale systems, and in traditional small-scale water supply systems such as karez systems; 

· Lack of comprehensive water management frameworks, strategies and policies or their ineffective implementation;

The Workshop based on the recommendations of the participants, FAO and IDB representatives prepared a Plan of Actions and Initiatives. The main aim of these recommendations is to establish an ECO Regional Water Management Center (ECO-RWMC in one of the ECO member countries, which will be determined by feasibility study.
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1st ECO Meeting of the Heads of Veterinary Organizations

The First ECO Meeting of the Heads of Veterinary Organizations held on 15-17 November 2006 in Tehran. Seven member countries including: Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Kyrgyz Republic, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan and Republic of Turkey participated in the Meeting. The Representatives from Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and Animal Health Organization (OIE) also participated in the meeting.

Participants in their country presentations informed the meeting of their country status in the field of veterinary and livestock. 

The ECO Draft of Articles of Association of ECO Permanent Commission for Prevention and Control of Animal Diseases (and Animal Origin Food Borne Diseases (ECO-PCPCAD) prepared by Islamic Republic of Iran were considered by the meeting. The meeting proposed the member states to send their views/ comments regarding the Draft to the Secretariat at the earliest.

The Meeting also proposed to conclude a Minutes of Understandings (MoU) between ECO and OIE for future cooperation in the field of animal health and veterinary.

The Workshop based on the recommendations of the participants, FAO and IDB representatives prepared a Plan of Actions and Initiatives. The main aim of these recommendations is to establish an ECO Regional Water Management Center (ECO-RWMC) in one of the ECO member countries, which will be determined by feasibility study.
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ECO International Activities
Secretary General visited New York

ECO Secretary General visited New York, 22-26 September 2006, to participate in the 61st Session of the UN General Assembly. In addition, the Secretary General had bilateral talks with his ASEAN counterpart and a brief meeting with the Secretary General of OIC. 

He also participated in the 14th informal meeting of the ECO Council of Ministers and the 10th ECO-ASEAN Joint Ministerial Meeting. He also represented ECO as observer.
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14th COM Informal Meeting
The Council of Ministers of the Economic Cooperation Organization held its annual informal meeting at the UN Headquarters in New York on 26 September, 2006.  The Foreign Ministers and representatives of Member States as well as the ECO Secretary General attended.  The meeting, held over a working Iftar Dinner hosted by Azerbaijan, was chaired by the Azeri Foreign Minister, H.E. Mr. Elmar Mammadyarov, who is the current chairman of the COM. 

The meeting reviewed ECO activities in different areas of cooperation, including follow-up action on the decisions of the COM and Summit held in Baku in May 2006. The new Secretary General presented a report to that end. He covered ECO priority areas of trade and investment, transport and communications as well as energy utilization. He also touched on the establishment of the ECO Bank for Trade and Development, ECO's role in the reconstruction of Afghanistan as well as the feasibility study on interconnection of power systems among Member States. The ongoing cooperation between ECO and various specialized agencies of the UN was also explained. 

 The Ministers noted with satisfaction the progress being made in different sectors. The organization had developed credible institutional underpinning. Important new agreements had been signed in various fields. Their timely and effective implementation would add greater content to cooperation among Member States. 

The meeting approved the draft Resolution on Cooperation between the UN and ECO which would be tabled by Azerbaijan during the current session of the General Assembly. The Ministers also discussed the ECO-ASEAN cooperation, their annual joint Ministerial Meeting and the MOU signed by their Secretaries General. They expressed the hope that implementation of the MOU would increase cooperation between the two regional organizations. 
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ECO-ASEAN joint Meeting
The ECO-ASEAN meeting, held in the morning of 26 September was co-chaired by the Foreign Minister of Azerbaijan, H.E. Mr. Elmar Mammadyarov, and the Foreign Minister of Myanmar, H.E. Mr. U Nyan Win. All ASEAN countries participated whereas only five ECO member states were represented. ECO had three of its Ministers attending the meeting (Azerbaijan, Pakistan and Tajikistan) and ASEAN had one (Myanmar). 

The Myanmar Minister called inter-regional cooperation an imperative for development and said that there should be greater substance in relations between ECO and ASEAN. He noted that the MOU signed early this year was a very positive step. The Working Programme proposed by ECO was under consideration of the ASEAN sectoral bodies and would soon be finalized. The Foreign Minister of Azerbaijan observed that both ECO and ASEAN represented regions which were rich in natural resources and human talent. They had great potential for cooperation which should be realized fully in areas of mutual benefit. The Minister further said that the Joint Ministerial meeting on the sidelines of the UNGA was a useful mechanism and must be utilized regularly to add more content to relations between the two organizations. 

The Secretary General of ASEAN, H.E. Mr. Ong Keng Yong, dilated on the MOU signed in January 2006. He referred to the Working Programme prepared by ECO Secretariat and explained that ASEAN had set up special committees to study it. The professional staff of the two Secretariats would also exchange views (by email) to give it final shape. He renewed his commitment to closer cooperation with ECO. 

The Secretary General of ECO emphasized the importance of close cooperation between the two organizations and said it would be eminently served by the MOU signed this year. The MOU represented a focused effort to develop cooperation in trade and investment, development of SMEs, narcotics control and tourism promotion. He proposed that the support of UN agencies be enlisted in conducting expert studies in these areas. Their skill and expertise be utilized together with the experiences that the two organizations should share to promote their common objectives. 
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Secretaries General of ECO & ASEAN Exchanged views

The ECO Secretary General met his ASEAN counterpart on the sidelines of the UNGA to discuss matters of common interest to the two organizations. 

H.E. Mr. Ong Keng Yong appreciated ECO's proposal to involve UN agencies in conducting studies on joint ECO-ASEAN projects. He offered to invite ECO staff as observer to training programmes being conducted by UNDP and the European Union for ASEAN and SAARC in such areas as tourism, HIV Aids, agriculture, food safety and seed development. Mr. Ong observed that ASEAN had raised intra-regional trade to 25 percent and was actively pursuing further increase. Replying to a question from his ECO counterpart, the Secretary General of ASEAN said that trade liberalization had to be pursued in a time-bound manner and priority be given to harmonization of customs procedures. He also proposed an ECO-ASEAN workshop on drug control involving UNO DC and the European Union. The two Secretaries General agreed to meet again on the sidelines of the 11th Consultative Meeting of the Heads of Sub-regional Organizations and UNESCAP scheduled for early 2007 in Fiji. 
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Meeting with the Secretary General of OIC 

The ECO Secretary General had a brief meeting with H.E. Prof Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, Secretary General of OIC, in the lobby of the UN General Assembly. The OIC chief congratulated Mr. Khurshid Anwar on assuming office as the Secretary General ECO and assured him of all possible support from OIC. He wished him every success and expressed desire to discuss OIC-ECO cooperation in greater detail on a more convenient occasion in the near future. 
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ECO Articles
Drug Situation in Central Asian Region for the year 2005

Summarized by:
 M. Alacaogullari & Hossein Pourkarami

Organization for Security and Cooperation of Europe (OSCE) Centre in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, has published an “Information Bulletin on Drug Related Situation” for the Central Asian Region in 2006. Analysis of drug situation in the Central Asian Region for 2005 was prepared by National Information Analytical Center on Drug Control under the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan in accordance with the decision of Intergovernmental Commission on Drug Control for Central Asian Economic Community in Bishkek.  Data presented in the Bulletin were obtained by the state drug control agencies of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Republic of Tajikistan and the Republic of Uzbekistan and include official statistical, analytical and legislative information.

The Central Asian region is still one of the major transshipment points for the illicit drug trafficking from Afghanistan en route to Russia, the Caucasus states and further to Europe. According to the World Drug Report 2006, published annually by the UNODC (Executive Summary, 2005, page12), Afghanistan was the source of 89 % of global opium production, followed by Myanmar (Burma) (7%). As geographically they are neighboring Afghanistan, the countries in the Central Asian Region are becoming more concerned to prevent channels of drug-trafficking and smuggling through their borders.  Since those countries are ECO Members, we pay special attention to the situation and share it with others. 

Based on the above-mentioned publication, the following summary has been prepared about drug situation in Central Asian Region for the year 2005.
Kazakhstan: 

In 2005, according to Kazakhstan authority (the Prosecutor General’s Office Committee for Legal Statistics and Special Records), the law-enforcement agencies seized 21,732 kg of marijuana, including 284 k and 148 g of hashish (in comparison to the total amount of 11,882 kg in 2001).  Also, drug trafficking and drug-related crimes were increased in 2005.  According to the same authority, the law-enforcement agencies logged 9,741 drug-related crimes, foiling 410 smuggling attempts and uncovering 4,072 instances of drug sale. 

National Scientific and Practical Centre (PNPTS) deals with the medical and social problems of drug addiction and in 2005, PNPTS provided treatment for 1,213 people Also, a centre for social-psychological rehabilitation of drug addicts who have received medical treatment was established in Akmola Region’s of Zerendin District. However, anti-drug campaigns, mass sporting events, competitive drawings and composition among students of all ages, media reports, and regular health festivals are also taking place throughout the country for rising public awareness.  Accordingly, June 26 as Anti-Drug Day, became a yearly event consisting of local and national stages.  Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) were also given a key role in campaigning and preventive activities.  

Following Kazakhstan joining the international rules specified in the 1961 Convention on Narcotics in 1998 , the 1971 Vienna Convention on Psychotropic substances, the 1988 UN Convention on the fight against the illicit trade in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substance, the regulations governing the legal drug trade in Kazakhstan were set on 10 November 2000 by Government Resolution No. 1693 “On the establishment of the rules of state control of the drug trade, Psychotropic substances and precursors”.

Anti-drug campaigning played a key role in media in 2005 i.e. 2,450 articles and broadcasting materials tackling drug issues have been organized and published in the regional and national media outlets in the Republic, and of them 1,101 were articles, 719 were Television Programmes and 630 were radio programmes.
Kyrgyzstan 
Almost, 2.565 drug-related crimes have been registered in the Republic in 2005 (3.090 in 2004, which is 16.9% or 525 crimes less).  2.557 drug cases have been investigated (3090, decreased by 17.2%).  2.429 drug cases have been directed to court (2959, decreased by 17.9%).  4 tons 461 kilograms 028 grams of all kinds of drugs have been seized in 2005 (4 tons 119 kilograms 580 grams in 2004).  1.783 people were convicted for drug-related crimes including 207 women; 54 of them were citizens of other countries. However, from 1987 (commencement of registration of HIV-infected individuals in Kyrgyzstan) to December 31, 2005, 826 HIV-infected persons were registered in Kyrgyzstan including 55 with AIDS. Continuing rise of non-medical (i.e. injection) use of drugs, having similar ways of transmission, mainly heroin, threatens spread of HIV, hepatitis and other diseases. 622 people (or 76.7%) were injection drug users.

Within the framework of developing and strengthening international anti-narcotic cooperation in 2005 the Kyrgyz Republic has close working contacts with the corresponding structures of CIS countries (China, France, Germany, Great Britain, Iran, Turkey, Japan, New Zealand and USA) international organizations (CSTO, SCO, UNODC, ECO DCCU, European Commission, OSCE), relevant authorities of foreign states and embassies of foreign countries in Kyrgyz Republic.  
Tajikistan 
Over 40 tons of opium drugs and over 25 tons of heroin were seized from the illegal trade in Tajikistan since 1999.  The efforts made by the country’s law enforcement and security services to fight drug trafficking and a set of preventive anti-drug measures had a positive impact. The amount of narcotics seized in the territory of Tajikistan for the first quarter of 2006 decreased by 45 kg (3.7%) as compared with same period of the past year (2005 - 1 ton and 243 kg, 2006 - 1 ton and 196 kg).  According to the seized drugs index, the share of trafficked heroin raised by 20% (2005 - 521.342 kg, 2006 - 626.646 kg) and cannabis group raised by 18% (2005 - 333.776 kg, 2006 – 393.806 kg).

During last three years the number of beginner drug addicts did not change drastically which allows ascertaining comparatively, stabilization of drug addict morbidity. Experts explain this tendency as the increase of efficiency of law-enforcement bodies’ actions against illegal drug circulation and activities of governmental and non-governmental organizations on preventive measures of drug addiction in Republic. Non-medical consumption of heroin, opium and cannabis exists in the country.  Other substances existing in the illegal market are being consumed by drug addicts as auxiliary and substitute substances. 

Uzbekistan  
In 2005, a number of targeted measures by law-enforcement agencies succeeded in the reduction of seizure of drugs and drug-related crimes. Most drugs are smuggled to Uzbekistan through southern and eastern regions bordering Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan and Afghanistan. A regular exchange of information network has been established with the drug control coordination authorities of Central Asian countries and Russia on terms of the relevant UN conventions.  In 2005, a programme of medical and social rehabilitation was introduced in hospitals.  In relations to HIV cases, 50.8% of HIV positive belongs to drug addicts increasing from 2,798 to 3,966.

Conclusion:

This summary on data and information may give an impetus to other Member Countries to share the relevant information with other member states.  As a coordinating entity of the ECO Secretariat, Drug Control Coordination Unit is ready to work as a platform among 10 Member Countries for joint programmes and active cooperation.
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ECO News
The ECO Secretary General Calls on the Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
The ECO Secretary General, Mr. Khurshid Anwar, made a courtesy call on H.E. Mr. Manouchehr Mottaki, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran, on October 14, 2006.

Welcoming the Secretary General, Mr. Mottaki observed that ECO was playing an important role on the regional plane. It had grown in significance since its expansion into a ten-member organization more than a decade ago. It had great potential to develop into a strong, integrated regional body. Iran would continue to support it fully to that end. It should have the most capable staff at its Secretariat to play its role more effectively. He said the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs had always tried to nominate its most capable personnel to serve at the Secretariat.

The Foreign Minister emphasized the need to pace up implementation of various projects. He said ECO should have a Data Bank to collect necessary information. Resources available under the Feasibility Study Fund should be utilized appropriately to promote ECO projects particularly ECOTA and TTFA. Avenues must also be explored to elicit the support of other regional and international organizations. 

Foreign Minster Mottaki further said that regionalism had an important place in international relations. It contributed to closer cooperation among states. ECO’s member countries should feel the positive dividends of being members of a successful organization. This would encourage them to play a more active role in the ECO and help it to achieve its objectives. He expressed the hope that the new Secretary General would spare no effort to reactivate the organization. He assured him of Iran’s full cooperation in that task.

Mr. Khurshid Anwar thanked the Foreign Minister and expressed appreciation for Iran’s active role in the ECO. He briefed Mr. Mottaki on the outcome of the ECO’s recent meetings and the follow-up action being taken. He explained that ECO must focus more closely on the priority areas of trade, transport and energy. The ECO feasibility Fund must be utilized to the maximum advantage of member states. Cooperation with the regional organizations would be pursued more actively. The Secretary General said that with the support and cooperation of member states, he hoped to achieve the desired results. He thanked Mr. Mottaki for Iran’s whole-hearted support.
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The ECO Secretary General Calls on the Minister of Road & Transport of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

Mr. Khurshid Anwar, the ECO Secretary General, paid a courtesy call on H.E. Seyyed Mohammad Rahmati, Minister of Road and Transport of the Islamic Republic of Iran, November 15, 2006.

The Minister congratulated the Secretary General on his appointment and wished him success. He noted that transportation played a key role in promoting regional cooperation. It was particularly important in the ECO region where member states, being contiguous, could develop very gainful transportation linkages. These would be greatly facilitated by the many commonalities that the member states shared. In this connection the Minister recalled the 6th ECO Ministerial Meeting on Transport and Communications held in Tehran, April, 2006, as an important milestone.  

Mr. Rahmati said that Iran was keen to promote regional cooperation and, as part of efforts in that direction, would take a new initiative shortly. It would invite the Ministers of Transport and Communications of Pakistan and Turkey to discuss ways and means to intensify cooperation in the field of transportation. He said the Bam-Zahedan Railway, connecting the ECO railway network (through Iran) to Pakistan, was under construction and would be completed within one year.  Improvement of transport links with Turkey was also being pursued. The Minister assured the Secretary General of his full support and hoped that he would carry forward ECO objectives in various fields, including transport and communications.

Mr. Anwar reciprocated the kind sentiments of the Minister and observed that transport was among the three top priorities of ECO, the others being trade and energy. It would receive his close attention.  He dilated on the ECO Transit Transport Framework Agreement (TTFA) and hoped that its implementation would bring member states visibly closer to each other. The Agreement had been signed by nine and ratified by seven countries. The Secretary General expressed appreciation for the active role of the Islamic Republic of Iran in promoting ECO’s objectives.

[image: image28.png]



Discussion on Drug Control Hosted by the Islamic Republic of Iran 

Dr.Fada Hossein Maleki, Advisor to the President and acting Head of Drug Control Headquarters of the Islamic Republic of Iran, invited ECO Secretary General and ECO Ambassadors on Monday, September 18, 2006 to discuss bilateral/regional cooperation on drug control and other related crimes. 

The Ambassadors/Representatives of the Islamic state of Afghanistan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan, Republic of Turkey, Turkmenistan, and Republic of Uzbekistan attended the meeting. The Representatives of United Nations Office for Drug Control (UNODC) in Tehran and President of ECO Cultural Institute also participated in the meeting.

While welcoming the participants, Dr. Fada Hossein Maleki highlighted drug issues in the region and made the following remarks: 

i) Closer cooperation was needed among the Member States in the fight against drug smuggling as a regional and trans-regional strategy 

ii) Effective mechanism should be evolved for that purpose on the basis of a new plan of action.

iii)
New institutions may be set up and the existing organs and institutions such as DCCU, be strengthened.

iv)
The UNODC be involved in a more effective manner. 

v)
Cooperation with other regional organizations such as CSTO and Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) should be encouraged.

The ECO Secretary General, Mr. Khurshid Anwar, expressed appreciation for Dr. Maleki’s initiative to hold this special meeting on the issue of common concern to ECO member states.  He further continued by saying that this menace could not be addressed single-handed by any country.  ECO had drawn up a Plan of Action which aimed at elimination of opium crop and heroin laboratories, control of drug and psychotropic substances as well as promotion of national drug control legislation, exchange of information and experiences, and training of enforcement staff.  

Secretary General then briefed the audience about ECO’s plans for the near future including the followings:- 

-
The Interior Ministers’ meeting scheduled for 1 November 2006, in Tehran.

-
Transform DCCU into a Regional Centre for Drug Control and Organized Crime (RCDCOC).

-
Harmonize the legal structures of member states.

-
Upgrade DCCU’s secured network, with member states providing the requisite data.  

-
Encourage maximum utilization of the resources of member states, particularly Iran, Pakistan and Turkey, to provide training courses and workshops.

Mr. Roberto Arbitrio, UNODC Representative in Tehran, was another speaker who took the opportunity to explain the drug problem in the region. He informed his audience that out of the total volume of the opium seized in the world 50% was registered in the ECO region and more than 90% of opium was produced here.  In 2006, opium production will increase by 30% in Afghanistan.  

He then continued that 25% of world opium is seized by the Government of Iran.  The Iranian Police Training Centre, Turkish Academy Against Drug and Organized Crime (TADOC) and Anti Narcotics Force (ANF) of Pakistan have excellent training facilities which can be useful for police officers of other member states.  He also mentioned that Uzbekistan has the best dog training centre which could also be used by other ECO countries and suggested that ECO member states may use the secured network of DCCU for better coordination in the field of drug control.  
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The Staff Members join the ECO Secretariat
The 116th CPR meeting welcomed Mr. Khurshid Anwar as the new Secretary General of ECO and extended him warm felicitations on assuming charge. The Ambassadors expressed their confidence that during his tenure, ECO will become more effective to enhance regional cooperation. They expressed the hope that the diplomatic experience of Mr. Anwar will stand him in good stead to carry forward ECO’s agenda for regional integration and economic development. The Ambassadors also assured him of their full support and cooperation in achieving the objectives of the Organization, and wished the new Secretary General every success.

Mr. Anwar thanked the Ambassadors for their welcoming remarks and said that their support and cooperation would be a source of strength and inspriation for him. He also thanked the member states for their unanimous support to his candidature, facilitating his election in a smooth and friction-free manner. That spirit of mutual understanding and cooperation would be maintained, indeed carried forward in the months and years ahead.  
Mr. Serik Alybayev, a Kazakh national, joined the Secretariat in August 2006 as the new Deputy Secretary General Transport & Communication and Project, Environment, Research Statistic. Before joining, Mr. Serik Alybayev was working at the Head of International Economic  Organization Division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan.
Mr. Mustafa Demirezen, a Turkish national, joined the Secretariat in August 2006 as the new Deputy Secretary General Trade & Investment, Agriculture, Industry and Tourism and International Relations. Before joining, Mr. Mustafa Demirezen was working as Director General in the State Planning Organization of the Republic of Turkey.

Mr. Metin Genckol, a Turkish national, joined the Secretariat in August 2006 as the new director of Agriculture, Industry and Tourism. Before joining, Mr. Genckol was working at the State Planning Organization of Turkey as a planning expert.
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ECO Interviews
An Interview with H.E. Shafkat Saeed, Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
By:  Mahmoud Goharpay

H.E. Shafkat Saeed, Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan in Tehran and Permanent Representative to ECO is a career diplomat.  Before posting to the Islamic Republic of Iran, H.E. Shafkat Saeed served as the Deputy Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.  He has been posted to Tehran since January 2006.  We had the opportunity to have the following interview with Ambassador Shafkat Saeed. 
Q:
One of the items approved by 15th COM meeting held in Astana last year was "ECO Vision 2015". How do you evaluate ECO Vision 2015? 

A:
ECO Vision 2015 is the Organization's roadmap for the next decade, which embodies our common aspirations to promote cooperation, mobilize resources and synchronize efforts for sustainable social and economic development of the region. We in Pakistan believe that with the adoption of the ECO Vision 2015, the ECO has entered into the implementation phase of its plans and projects which requires more constructive regional cooperation. 

Q:
What assistance could your government provide for the promotion of regional cooperation of ECO? 

A:
As you are aware, Pakistan has contributed immensely for the promotion of regional cooperation. In Pakistan we have several world class institutions where we offer scholarships on bilateral plane to all member states of ECO in several fields as diversified as engineering, medicine, banking, management, customs administration, railways, diplomacy, anti-narcotics training and etc. 

Within the framework of the ECO, Pakistan regularly hosts training workshops, seminars and other high level expert's meetings to share expertise to promote regional cooperation. 

Q:
In your opinion what are the main challenges for ECO to become a successful regional organization such as ASEAN? 

A:
Economic integration and economic inter-dependency are the main challenges confronting ECO and we must utilize the resources available in the region to promote it. We will have to vigorously promote trade and investment in the region and involve the private sector. ECO Trade Agreement (ECOT A), Agreement on Promotion and Protection of Investment (APPI) are progressive agreements which should be joined by all member states for our collective benefit. We should promote the welfare of the peoples of the region through enhanced cooperation within the framework of the economic cooperation strategy. 

Fortunately, there are no serious political issues between the member states of the ECO therefore it should help the process of economic integration. 

Q:
How we may strengthen the efficiency of ECO bodies such as COM? 

A:
Personally, I believe that the forum provides an excellent opportunity to review decisions and take stock of the situation in a meaningful manner. 

Bodies such as Council of Ministers (COM) provide requisite guidance from the highest echelons of the member states. Such forums also reaffirm the commitment of the member states at the highest level to the goals and objectives of the ECO. 

In order to strengthen the efficiency of ECO bodies including the COM, which is also the highest decision making body of the ECO, Pakistan has always endeavoured to attend meetings at the highest possible level. 

Q:
What are the main obstacles in the way of ECO? 

A:
I think that there is a lack of effective communication links such as road transportation, railway and air links in the region which impedes development of trade and investment which is so crucial. 

Secondly, there is an urgent need to simplify visa procedures to encourage the free movement of our private sector in the member states. The richness of cultural heritage and natural vista in the ECO region seeks further efforts to promote tourism and cultural cooperation. 

Thirdly, lack of funds for ECO projects is another obstacle. However, with the establishment of the ECO Trade & Development Bank, it is hoped that requisite funds would be available for the development of the infrastructure as well for the trade and investment opportunities. 

Q:
What are your recommendations to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of ECO? 

A:
Establishment of National Focal Points and Web based communications network is a positive development.  Secondly, while organizing timely meetings expedites decision making process, it also provides an opportunity to share experiences. 

Q:
You may wish to raise any issue to be useful for ECO strengthening. 

A:
The ECO region with a total population of around 380 million and with an aggregate GDP amounting to nearly US$ 617 billion has great potential to be a very successful organization in the world. However, member states must continue to take positive steps in a sincere manner. ECO cannot succeed without the active participation of all member states. We must all move forward together. We must work hard for the welfare of our people. There will always be a need to take politically bold decisions to come at par with other regional organizations such as ASEAN and EU. 
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Interview with the Deputy Minister of Interior of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Dr. Rahmani Fazli, Deputy Minister of Interior of the Islamic Republic of Iran for International Affairs and Provincial Economic Cooperation chaired the Senior Officials Meeting of the ECO Ministry of Interior. The Meeting was held on 30-31 October 2006 preceding the Meeting of the Interior ministers.  We took the opportunity to make a short interview with Dr. Abdureza Rahmani Fazli. 
Q:
As the Chairman of the Senior Officials how do you evaluate the meeting?

A:
ECO Experts had a 2 days exhaustive working meeting.  All delegations actively participated in the deliberation and at the end of our meeting, the report and Tehran Declaration were approved without any hesitation.  

The contents of the Tehran Declaration has been examined carefully and its implementation will be conducive to all ECO member states.  Issues such as drug trafficking, human smuggling, money laundering and terrorism which are the matter of mutual concern in ECO region are covered in the Tehran Declaration. 

My evaluation is that the meeting was perfect and I am grateful to all ECO experts for their cooperation and active participation. 

Q:
Since ECO is an economic organization. Is there any relation between the meeting of the Interior Ministers with security issues and economic affairs in ECO?  

A:
They are linked together indeed.  If you want to achieve economic growth and sustainable development you have to manage to have a secure environment. Without security there is no possibility for development. 

Q:
What are the means of implementation of the decisions of the meeting?

A:
Some appropriate means have been foreseen in the documents of the meeting but first of all ECO Secretariat should be very active in following up the issues and their implementation.

An Expert Committee has been designated to follow up the process of implementation and report to the ECO Summit. Besides that, all member states have committed themselves to establish a national committee to follow up.

Q: What are the main points or important issues of the outcome of the meeting?

A:
The outcome is positive but issues such as establishing ECOPOL (ECO Police Force), establishing an organ or institution for the Crisis Management with its center in Iran, Establishing a Trust Fund to assist the needed country after any natural disaster and strengthening the level of cooperation between the border provinces in the ECO region are among the issues approved by the Ministers.
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ECO Upcoming Events
The 3rd Ministerial Meeting on Industry

The 3rd Ministerial Meeting on Industry and the 2nd High Level Experts Group (HLEG) Meeting will be held on 28- 30 November in Lahore. The 1st and 2nd Ministerial Meetings on Industry which were held in Tehran and Istanbul on 2004 and 2005 respectively approved the Plan of Action. Reference to this Plan of Action, some areas were determined by the ministers for future cooperation.

In this HLEG Meeting, the High level experts will decide on different aspects of industrial issues such as:

· Regional Institute on Standardization, Conformity Assessment, Accreditation and Metrology

· Small and Medium Sizes Enterprises Draft Plan of action

· ECO Transfer of Technology Draft Plan of Action

· Industrial Property Rights Draft Plan of Action

· Privatization
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First High Level Experts Group (HLEG) Meeting on Tourism

The First HLEG on Tourism is scheduled for 11-13 December, 2006 in Tehran to consider and finalize the ECO Draft Plan of Action in the field of tourism. 

The 1st and 2nd Experts Group Meetings (EGM) on Tourism were held in 1992 and 1993 in Istanbul and Tehran respectively.

As foreseen in the draft agenda of the Meeting, issues such as facilitation of tourism in the Region, promotion of private sector in the field of Tourism, simplification of visa procedures for tourists, periodic publication of ECO Tourism Guidebook by ECI (ECO Cultural Institute) in coordination with private sector will be deliberated upon.
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1st High Level Expert Group Meeting on Human Development and prospect of implementation of the Millennium Development Goal 

 A Meeting of the 1st High Level Expert Group (HLEG) on Human Development and prospect of the implementation of the Millennium Development Goal (MDG) will be held on December 19-20, 2006 in Ankara, with the participation of ECO Member States.  
This HLEG was established by the 16th Regional Planning Council (RPC) which will identify the long term objectives/programmes of Human Resource and Sustainable Development Directorate.  The Member States will present their National Human Development and MDG Reports in this meeting and will identify the areas which might require to arrange programs/ workshops in different sectors with regard to human and sustainable development with the assistance of the Member States and international organizations. The ECO Secretariat has already circulated a draft Agenda for the meeting. 
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Experts Group Meeting on Developing the Work Plan for the Protection of Biodiversity

As envisaged in the report of the 3rd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Environment, the ministers directed that formulation of ECO Regional Plan of Action for the Protection of Biodiversity be started at the earliest and the Ministry of Environment of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan has offered to host the first meeting on 11-12 December 2006 in Islamabad.
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ECO-IDB-FAO Regional Workshop on Privatization
ECO-IDB-FAO Regional Workshop on Privatization will be organized in Ankara on 20-21 December 2006. The workshop is hosted by the Turkish Privatization Organization. As decided by the 1st ECO Ministerial Meeting on Industry, Turkey is the coordinating country in the field of privatization. 

 The objectives of the workshop are: 

· To promote the role of privatization in the industrial development policies and transition process through the exchange of views among participants and to acquaint the participants with the institutional underpinnings of privatization based on the country experiences. 

· Identifying the common problems in member countries.

· Collaboration among ECO member states and relevant international organizations for joint training, research, and extension programs.
· Establishment of a website and Network - linkages among national and international institutions for raising awareness and knowledge base in the region.
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3rd Mineral Experts Group to be held in Islamabad

The 3rd mineral Experts Group Meeting is scheduled to be held on 20-21 December 2006 in Islamabad.  The meeting is expected to work on publishing a regional mineral data booklet.  It will consider the new proposals for regional cooperation in the mineral field including publishing a map of mineral resources in ECO region and geosciences data base.  
۞ ۞ ۞
In Commemoration of the

14th Anniversary of the ECO Day

The Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) is an intergovernmental organization which was originally established in 1985 as a trilateral regional organization by Iran, Pakistan and Turkey.  It is the successor organization to the Regional Cooperation for Development (RCD) which was formed by the three countries and remained active from 1964 to 1979.  With the accession of seven new countries, ECO was expanded to 10 member states on 28 November 1992. These include Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.  This day is celebrated each year as marking the expansion of ECO from a trilateral to a ten member regional cooperation organization. 
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