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ECO Secretary General’s Farewell Message
It is hard to believe that my mission at the ECO Secretariat will come to an end on 12 August 2006. Almost 3 years will have elapsed since I accepted the helm of this prestigious Organization. My apprehension of the new mission entrusted to me by the ECO Member Sates was, therefore, evenly matching the solid reputation and great respect enjoyed by the ECO in particular and the international economic cooperation circles in general.

Today, I can safely affirm that the ECO has maintained its course of success. It even further enhanced its position as a regional organization established by its Members to pursue regional economic cooperation on the basis of the common needs of their countries and in the light of changes taking place on the global economic scene which has created invaluable opportunities as well as considerable threats on ECO Member States. ECO, I believe, intensified its contribution to the common efforts being made towards capacity building in its Member Countries and achieving a better integration of their economies. 

During my association with ECO spanning over two years, I have seen ECO grow from strength to strength. Two Summit Meetings of Presidents/Heads of States, three Meetings of Council of Ministers of Foreign Affairs and nine sectoral Ministerial Meetings have been held during this period of time. The Organization now is poised to enter into important implementation phase of its programmes. High priority was given from the very first days of my assignment to the implementation of unimplemented projects / agreements. In this regard, upon my initiation, coordinator member states for each of the most important project were designated with the prior consent of the concerned country for speeding up implementation of the projects.  As a result of cooperation between ECO Secretariat and Coordinator Countries, significant progress has been taking place in implementation of the said projects. We have now completed all necessary procedures to operationalize ECO Trade and Development Bank. 1st meeting of the Board of Governors of the Bank convened recently and the Bank will start its full operation in few weeks. I hope that this major project as well as ECO Reinsurance Company would turn out to be prosperous institutions to finance and assure full-size regional projects of mutual benefit, for overall regional economic development. 

As Afghanistan and Iran have formally conveyed the ratification of the Transit Transport Framework Agreement (TTFA) recently, TTFA has already come into force in May 19, 2006. We are hopeful that the Member States will be able to take a major step forward in the regional integration and the landlocked Member States in particular will be in a position to benefit from the facilities of transit transport offered in this Agreement. Significant progress took place in our activities in the field of Energy. Feasibility study on the interconnection of ECO countries power systems already commenced in August 2005. The Islamic Development Bank (IDB) granted US$ 400,000 for the said project. We hope that the Member States will extend all possible cooperation to the Consultant to facilitate smooth and timely completion of the study. 

In the important sector of Agriculture considerable achievements were gained. Last year, FAO and ECO have finalized the ECO Regional Programme for Food Security (RPFS) which contains more than 10 regional and several national projects. Regional programme is expected to help alleviate food insecurity in the ECO region to a significant extent. Main task for us now is securing funding for the projects envisaged by the programme. We have made initial contacts with the Islamic Development Bank. The Bank has expressed interest to finance four regional workshops and ten national projects; one for each member country amounting to nearly US dollars 2.5 million. This year, we also intend to organize one donor conference in Turkey and one business forum in Dubai with the assistance of IDB and FAO for attracting donor/private sector interest to regional as well as national projects. Although, FAO and ECO are trying to get funding for the projects, on 22nd February 2006 FAO and ECO signed a document on Technical Cooperation Programme (TCP) to strengthen seed supply in the ECO region. Under this programme FAO will allocate US dollars 365,000 to be used in activities for enhancing seed supply in the region. In addition to the FAO's financial contribution, ECO is also contributing US$ 40,000 to the programme from its Feasibility Study Fund. 

Taking into account the opportunities and challenges of the globalization process, the rapid social, economic, political and technological developments in the world and the prospects in the decades ahead which need to be addressed adequately through a common and collective approach, ECO member states wished to adopt a Vision for ECO. Adoption of “ECO Vision 2015” in Astana, Kazakhstan in October, 2005 as a Basic Reference Document of ECO provides the highest-level policy guidelines, which will guide the future course of action of the ECO to bring this organization in conformity with the role that it should play as a dynamic regional organization capable of leading its Member States. ECO Vision 2015 is a reference document which will serve as basic policy guidelines for ECO activities in the next ten years and sets targets to be achieved in the fields of trade, transport, energy, health and environment, etc.
There has been an encouraging progress towards the implementation of the Plan of Action for ECO’s participation in the reconstruction of Afghanistan. The 14th COM (Dushanbe, September 12, 2004) approved the Modalities for Establishment of ECO Special Fund for Reconstruction of Afghanistan and instructed the Secretariat to open an account and begin with the necessary implementation as envisaged in the modalities. The account has been opened for receiving the member states' contributions. Iran, Turkey and Pakistan have pledged nearly US$ four hundred thousand and US$ five million respectively. The other Member States are also expected to contribute to this Fund as well. 

As the first project to be financed from ECO Special Fund for Reconstruction of Afghanistan Fund, a project on “Construction of Deh Mazang Public Park” at the cost of US $ 1.2 million as proposed by the Afghan authorities has been approved by the member states. Confidently, construction of this Park which is situated at the heart of Kabul city would symbolize unity and cooperation amongst the ECO member states towards reconstruction of Afghanistan. Therefore, I have proposed to call the Park as “ECO PARK”. Within the framework of this project, I also proposed member states to consider constructing small pavilions in this park by each country, which may depict their social and cultural heritage. According to the modality of the said Fund, the Municipality of Kabul, focal point introduced by Afghanistan for this project publicized a tender announcement in the local newspapers inviting the relevant companies from ECO member states to submit their sealed offers (technical and price offers) about the subject construction to the Kabul Municipality. Meanwhile the Secretariat provided the necessary support/guidance to the Kabul Municipality in preparation of tender announcement and associated documents. 

As per the recommendation of the ECO Secretariat, for evaluating the bids the Kabul Municipality established a selection panel (committee) with ten members consisted of representatives/experts from different Ministries/ organizations of the Government of Afghanistan. The representatives of the ECO Secretariat also undertook a mission to Kabul in order to monitor and provide guidance for tender and selection process of the bidding and participate in the Tender bid Opening Session, which was held on 11 June 2006 in the Conference Hall of the Kabul Municipality with the participation of the respective representatives of the ECO member states in Kabul, interested construction companies and media.

The members of the said selection panel after evaluating the technical, professional capacities and price offers of these companies, short-listed/recommended three companies from which one of them shall be selected as the winner of the concerned tender. Now, the ECO member states are expected to consider / approve one of the recommended companies as the implementing agency for the aforesaid construction project and signing of a contract agreement to this end. Anyway, the construction work is expected to commence during September / October 2006 and be completed within 12 months.

The member states decided to allocate funds, from the ECO Feasibility Fund, for conducting feasibility studies of the priority projects of Afghanistan on case-by-case basis. In this regard, a grant was awarded for a contract on a Feasibility Study for Rehabilitation of Nawar Bridge of Hesarak Nangahar Province, Afghanistan, to ECO Consultancy and Engineering Company (Pvt) Ltd. (ECO-CEC) through the said Fund. The draft feasibility study has been completed and the Government of Afghanistan is expected to find funding for this Project. ECO will consider another feasibility study “Construction of Canal Crossings in Farah Province of Afghanistan” to be financed through said Fund after receipt of satisfactory progress report on the work of the aforesaid feasibility study.

In order to enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of the Secretariat, effective from 1st January, 2006, the Directorates of Project Research and Economic Research & Statistics have been merged and a new Directorate of Human Resource & Sustainable Development has been established.  The new Directorate is to focus on issues such as Human Resource Development, Social Development, Drug Control activities, Health and Poverty Alleviation, implementation of the UN Millennium Development Goals by the member states, etc. Thus, under the new arrangement, the Secretariat will continue to receive the cooperation of the Member States in its efforts to fight the menace of drugs and in its endeavors to attract necessary technical and financial assistance from the international organizations and the potential donors. 
ECO continues to cement its relations with other international and regional organizations with a view to benefit from their experience, financial support and technical know how. We signed MoUs with United Nation Environment Programme (UNEP) in August 2004, World Meteorological Organization (WMO) in December 2004 and Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in January 2006. Similarly, we are in the process of finalizing preparation of Memoranda of Understanding with the Islamic Chamber of Commerce & Industry, Shanghai Cooperation Organization, International Maritime Organization (IMO), Asian-African Legal Consultative Organization (AALCO), and International Labour Organization (ILO). 

Last but not least, the Administration wing of the Secretariat also did a very good performance for enhancement of the effectiveness and efficiency of the Secretariat. In order to improve the condition of the building and to create additional space, a new conference room was added to the premises. The conference room provided a great helps for the Secretariat in accommodating various meetings. Wide-range tangible and cohesive steps for the publicity of the Organization and more particularly in the Member States have been taken. To achieve the objective in this regard, the ECO website was completely overhauled with a view to provide comprehensive information to the Member States and the common viewers on a variety of subjects related to the Organization and the Member States. The website can be viewed at www.ECOSecretariat.org. The Secretariat also continues the publication of ECO Bulletin on a quarterly basis. Besides other, it contains information and main features of the events/meetings held after previous edition, forthcoming events, interviews of eminent personalities and experts on the regional economic, cultural, and environmental situation etc. 
 In order to facilitate the access of concerned Divisions/Directorates at the Secretariat and the relevant offices/focal points of the Member States in various fields for coordination and exchange of information, a Directory of National Focal Points of the ECO Member States has been prepared and circulated among the Member States. The Directory has also been pasted on the ECO’s web site.
All the above-mentioned achievements and many others we realized during the past 32 months were obviously well received and highly valued by our member countries. One aspect, and certainly not the least, of that support was the stronger commitment of all of them except Uzbekistan to pay their contributions to our annual budgets and their high responsiveness to clear their outstanding arrears. By the way, last Meeting of Council of Ministers held this year in Baku, Azerbaijan approved some mechanism to avoid any delay in payment of Member States dues. Another aspect of the member Countries’ support has been reflected in their active participation in the ECO events/ meetings. It is very encouraging that, for example, during the first half of the Year 2006 almost 90 percent of the expected meetings have been held in due time as per ECO calendar of events. On the other hand, a short look on the list of participants from member states in the ECO meetings proves that the level of participation has also been quite satisfactory. Therefore, I would like here to convey my appreciation to our member countries for their interest and encouragement and express the wish that the ECO will continue to serve them at the same level of professionalism and with the same spirit of dedication to the noble objectives it was created for.

Before concluding my remarks, I feel compelled to express my gratitude to the government and people of Islamic Republic of Iran for the warm hospitality and kind support and understanding, friendship and devotion extended to me by them during my tenure.
I would not finish this message without expressing also my thanks to their Excellencies Permanent Representatives of Member States to the ECO for their kind support and valuable cooperation and understanding that greatly contributed to the success of my tenure. I thank my colleagues for their fruitful collaboration and highly value the activities we have jointly undertaken in fulfillment of the ECO objectives. My heartfelt thanks and appreciation go as well to the staff members with whom I have been working during the last two and half years and to whom primarily we owe the brilliant achievements we realized. As my term, as Secretary General of Economic Cooperation ‎Organization, nears to its conclusion on August 12, 2006, I have no hesitation in saying that ECO has a bright and ‎prosperous future ahead of it and in days to come, its performance would further improve and render it better placed ‎to fulfill the hopes and aspirations of the people of this region. 
ECO Focus
ECO Heads of States/Governments Met in Baku
The 9th ECO Summit was held in Baku, Republic of Azerbaijan on 5th May 2006.  The meeting was attended by H.E. Mr. Hamid Karzai, President of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, H.E. Dr. Mahmood Ahmadi Nejad, President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, H.E. Mr. Daniyal Akhmetov, Prime Minister of the Republic of Kazakhstan, H.E. Mr. Medetbek Kerimkulov, First Vice Prime Minister of the Kyrgyz Republic, H.E. Mr. Shaukat Aziz, Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, H.E. Mr. Akil Akilov, Prime Minister of the Republic of Tajikistan, H.E. Mr. Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Prime Minister of the Republic of Turkey, H.E. Mr. Khoshgeldy Babaev, Head of State Enterprise on Caspian Sea Issue under the President of Turkmenistan and H.E. Mr. Erkin Khalilov, Speaker of Parliament of the Republic of Uzbekistan. The ECO Secretary General along with the relevant staff of ECO Secretariat as well as representatives of International Organizations participated in the meeting.

The 9th ECO Summit was preceded by Senior Officials’ Meeting (SOM) on 2nd-3rd May 2006 and 16th Meeting of the Council of Ministers (COM) on 4th May 2006 in Baku. 

As the President of the Republic of Tajikistan was the Chairman of the 8th ECO Summit, H.E. Mr. Akil Akilov, Prime Minister of the Republic of Tajikistan opened the meeting with his brief statement, on behalf of H.E. Mr. Emomali Rakhmonov, President of the Republic of Tajikistan. In his statement, the Prime Minister of the Republic of Tajikistan expressed gratitude to the leadership and people of Azerbaijan for the warm hospitality and creating environment for the deliberations of the Summit. He stated that ECO held an important place in development of regional cooperation between our countries and was a reliable and effective mechanism to promote stability and development of mutual relations, particularly in trade and economy, industry, agriculture, transport, energy, scientific and technological fields. 

Mr. Ilham Aliyev, President of the Republic of Azerbaijan was unanimously elected as the President of the 9th Summit.  In his statement, Mr. Aliyev reiterated his Government’s commitment to the objectives of the Organization.  

The Heads of State / Government also underscored the need for expansion of cooperation in various fields under the framework of ECO and reaffirmed their support to the objectives and goals of the Organization.  

H.E. Mr. Elmar Mammadyarov, Foreign Minister of the Republic of Azerbaijan, who chaired the meeting of COM, submitted his report to the Summit on the deliberations of the 16th COM.  The Secretary General of ECO, Mr. Askhat Orazbay, in his report to the Summit, briefly outlined the successes of the Organization since the 8th ECO Summit which was held in Dushanbe in September 2004. 
During the Summit, ECO Excellence Awards 2006 were given to the nationals of the ECO Member States.  The awards were given to eight winners in the field of Economics, History, Culture and Fine Arts, Science and Technology, Education, Agriculture and Environment. 

Since this was the last Summit in which H.E. Mr. Askhat Orazbay was participating as the Secretary General of ECO, the meeting appreciated the contributions made by him during his tenure and extended their best wishes for his success in his future assignments.  At the same time, the meeting also welcomed the appointment of H.E. Mr. Khurshid Anwar as the new Secretary General of ECO and expressed their confidence that he would take initiatives to enhance and accelerate the regional cooperation and make the ECO as successful Organization and promote ECO’s image and activities.
At the conclusion of the Summit, Baku Declaration was unanimously adopted. The Declaration provides future guidelines to the Organization in both priority as well as non priority areas of ECO.  The leaders welcomed Pakistan’s offer to host the 10th ECO Summit in Pakistan.


Baku Declaration 

The Ninth Summit Meeting of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) was held in Baku, Republic of Azerbaijan, on May 05, 2006. The meeting, presided over by H.E. Mr. Ilham Aliyev, President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, was attended by H.E. Mr. Hamid Karzai, President of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan; H.E. Dr. Mahmood Ahmadi Nejad, President of the Islamic Republic of Iran; H.E. Mr. Daniyal Akhmetov,Prime Minister of the Republic of Kazakhstan; H.E. Mr. Medetbek Kerimkulov,First Vice Prime Minister of the Kyrgyz Republic; H.E. Mr. Shaukat Aziz, Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan; H.E. Mr. Akil Akilov,Prime Minister of the Republic of Tajikistan; H.E. Mr. Recep Tayyip Erdogan, Prime Minister of the Republic of Turkey; H.E. Mr. Khoshgeldy Kurbanovich Babaev, Head of State Enterprise on Caspian Sea Issue under the President of Turkmenistan and H.E. Mr. Erkin Khalilov, Speaker of Parliament of the Republic of Uzbekistan.
The Heads of State / Government held, in a cordial and friendly atmosphere, in-depth exchange of views on important regional and global issues of common interest with a view to promoting the socio-economic well-being of the peoples of the ECO region. In this context, the Heads of State/Government:
Reaffirming the commitment of the Member States for the realization of the ECO goals and objectives envisaged in the Izmir Treaty and other basic documents as well as the declarations and communiqués of its previous meetings;
Reiterating strong political will of the Member States towards strengthening regional cooperation within the frame work of the Economic Cooperation organization;
Taking note with satisfaction of the considerable progress achieved in ECO activities during the recent years especially towards ratification and implementation of the ECO agreements in the priority areas;
Welcoming the imminent entry into force of the Transit Transport Framework Agreement, appointment of Board of Governors of the ECO Trade and Development Bank and finalization of annexures to ECOTA and appreciating the steps taken towards realization of these important initiatives which would contribute to making ECO an effective vehicle for regional economic integration;
Observing that the ECO has attained the required institutional capacity and drawn its medium and long term perspectives in the different areas as envisaged in the ECO Vision 2015 and other basic documents and noting that the organization was entering into the implementation phase of its plans and projects which required more constructive regional cooperation;
Resolving to remove the existing bottlenecks at national and regional levels which hampered prompt accession and ratification of the approved agreements and reaffirming their commitment to expedite the implementation process of those agreements which have already entered into force;
Expressing sympathy with the people and the government of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan on the loss of life and property in the devastating earthquake on 8th October 2005 and appreciating the assistance of the Member States and the ECO Secretariat extended to Pakistan in the hour of trial;
Recommending consideration of regional programmes and projects for early warning, preparedness and management of natural disasters and the need for strengthening collaboration within and beyond the region in this regard, and putting in place a permanent regional response mechanism dedicated to disaster preparedness, earthquake safety and drought management, etc.; emergency relief and rehabilitation to ensure immediate response and welcoming ECO's initiatives in that direction;
Congratulating the people and the Government of Afghanistan on the recent political and economic gains made by the country and expressing the hope that these positive developments would usher the country in to a new era of peace, progress and prosperity;
Acknowledging the strides that ECO has taken in the sphere of external relations and highlighting the need for strengthening ECO’s relations with other international/regional organizations through the establishment of a mechanism for according observer status/dialogue partnership and through activation of ECO contact groups in the relevant international forums and also by preparing an action plan for the enhancement of ECO’s external relations;
1. Welcomed the adoption, by the 15th COM, of ECO Vision 2015 as the Organization’s roadmap for the next decade; agreed that the document was an embodiment of their common aspirations to promote cooperation, mobilize resources and synchronize efforts for sustainable social and economic development of the region; urged Member States to work in close collaboration with the Secretariat to expedite implementing the strategies and projects outlined in the document.
2. Welcomed the designation of coordinating countries to assist the ECO Secretariat in facilitating and expediting the implementation of agreements in Trade, Transport and Energy Sectors and requested member States to extend full cooperation to the lead countries in fulfillment of their task in accordance with the agreed terms of reference. 
3. Reaffirmed their commitment to establish a free trade area in the ECO region by 2015 as a priority task, welcomed ratification of the ECO Trade Agreement by Afghanistan, Pakistan and Tajikistan and called on signatories that had not yet ratified the agreement to do so, and the non-signatories to expedite signing the agreement. They also encouraged concerned Member States to finalize at an early date, the Optional Protocol on Fast Track Approach to ECOTA.
4. Noted with satisfaction the entry into force of the Articles of Agreement on ECO Trade and Development Bank and asked the Board of Governors to take necessary steps to make the Bank operational in 2006. They advised the Governors from Member States to extend their full support to the Board of Governors in carrying out its tasks to operationalize the Bank. They also urged the participating States to finalize the draft Agreement for the Establishment of ECO Reinsurance Company and sign it as soon as possible, so that the Company could become operational this year.
5. Acknowledged the importance of transport and Communications as the cornerstone of ECO policy for greater regional integration, and in that respect:
a.
Called for early establishment of the Transit Transport Coordination Council (TTCC) to ensure successful implementation of TTFA. They also urged the signatory Member States to ratify and the non-signatory ones to sign and ratify TTFA.
b.
Reiterated the importance of early operationalization of regular container train to Istanbul-Tehran-Turkmenabab-Tashkent-Almaty route of Trans-Asian Railway Main Line and passenger train from Almaty on the same route and called on Member States, particularly those that fall on that route, to attach high priority to the project and facilitate its early implementation. 
6. Took note of the recent developments in the field of industry such as preparation of the Draft ECO Regional Strategy for industrial Cooperation, adoption of the ECO Regional Privatization Plan of Action and identification of specific project proposals in the selected sub-sectors open to the private sector and welcomed the preparation of the statute of the ECO Regional Institute for Standardization, Conformity Assessment, Accreditation and Metrology (RISCAM), which will be finalized by the next Ministerial Meeting on Industry. 

7. Took note of the progressive cooperation in the field of customs particularly the efforts for preparation of the Draft ECO Agreement on Mutual Administrative Assistance in Customs Matters and finalization/approval of the Agreement on establishment and operation of ECO Smuggling and Customs Offences Data Bank and called for early implementation of the Agreements.
8. Expressed deep concern at the continued degradation of environment and underscored the implementation of the ECO Plan of Action in the field of Environment (2003-2007). They appreciated the efforts of the Islamic Republic of Iran for the establishment of the ECO Regional Center for Risk Management of Natural Disasters in Mashad in 2006. 

9. Took note of the commencement of the feasibility study on interconnection of power systems of the ECO Member States by NESPAK of Pakistan together with sub-consultant the Kyrgyz Institute of Energy & Communication with financing by the Islamic Development Bank, as well as efforts for the initiation and promotion of regional trade in energy sector and called upon Member States to extend full support to the Consultant for completion of the study. 

10. Noted with satisfaction the finalization of ECO Regional Program for Food Security with the technical/financial assistance of UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and preparation of national and regional food security projects and appreciated the signing of ECO/FAO Technical Cooperation Program for strengthening Seed Supply in the ECO region. 
11. Resolved to attach due importance to the food security projects and extend financial support to the agriculture sector, invited international and regional donors particularly the UN agencies, the European Union (EU), the Islamic Development Bank (IDB) and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) to extend assistance to ECO endeavors in the field of agriculture development and food security.
12. Agreed that terrorism, narcotics and other trans-national crimes pose a serious challenge to regional security and development, and called on Member States to accelerate efforts to effectively address these issues through better coordination. They welcomed the offer of the Islamic Republic of Iran to host the 1st Meeting of the ECO Interior Ministers. They expressed gratitude to the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), the European Union and other international organizations for their assistance in the implementation of the 1st and 2nd phases of Drug Control Coordination Unit (DCCU) and called upon the ECO to continue its efforts to benefit from relevant international organizations/donor agencies' resources and potentials. They took note of the subsequent merger of DCCU with the ECO Secretariat.

13. Stressed the need to continue with reforms, including the restructuring of the ECO Secretariat aimed at transforming ECO into a modern, efficient and project-oriented Organization, better equipped to address the challenges of the twenty-first century and focus on the priority needs of the Member States. In this regard, they called upon the Member States to use more actively the available expert potential in order to enhance performance of the ECO Secretariat. 
14. Welcomed implementation of Plan of Action on ECO’s contribution to the reconstruction of Afghanistan and the establishment of the ECO Fund for the reconstruction of Afghanistan with pledges announced by the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and Republic of Turkey and repeated their appeal to the Member States to contribute to the Special Fund for rehabilitation and reconstruction of Afghanistan and to help this country in the field of capacity building. 
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ECO AWARDS 2006
At the conclusion of the 9th ECO Summit held on 5 May 2006 in Baku, Azerbaijan, Excellence Awards were given by His Excellency Mr. Ilham Aliyev, President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, as the Chairman of the 9th ECO Summit meeting to the winners of the ECO member states in recognition of their meritorious services in the fields of Economics, History, Culture and Fine Arts, Science and Technology, Education, Agriculture and Environment. He congratulated the following winners for receiving the ECO Awards 2006 in recognition of their excellent work in their respective fields:
1. Mr. Mohammad Nasser Stanikzai, from Islamic Republic of Afghanistan in the field of Economics,

2. Mr. Mamedyarov Magerram Ali oglu from Republic of Azerbaijan in the field of Science & Technology,

3. Dr. Hadi Soleimanpour, from Islamic Republic of Iran in the field of Agriculture & Environment,

4. Dr. Baipakov Karl Moldakhmetovich, from Republic of Kazakhstan in the field of History, Culture, Literature and Fine Arts,

5. Dr. Karataev Oljobai Kubatbekovich, from Republic of Kyrgyzstan in the field of History, Culture, Literature and Fine Arts,

6. Prof. Dr. Muhammad Iqbal Choudhry, from Islamic Republic of Pakistan in the field of Education,

7. Dr. Makhmadsharif Khakdodov, from Republic of Tajikistan in the field of Science & Technology,

8. Dr. Mukhammadkhan Khamidov, from Republic of Uzbekistan in the field of Agriculture & Environment
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ECO Council of Ministers Prepared the Agenda of the Summit
The Sixteenth Meeting of the Council of Ministers (COM) of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) was held on 4th May 2006 in Baku, Republic of Azerbaijan. Ministers and High ranking officials from ECO Member States including Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan, Republic of Turkey and Republic of Uzbekistan attended the meeting.  The ECO Secretary General along with the relevant staff of ECO Secretariat as well as representatives of ECO Specialized Agencies/Regional Institutions also participated in the meeting. 
The Council of Ministers’ meeting was preceded by the Senior Officials’ meeting on 02-03 May 2006, under the Chairmanship of Mr. Mahmud Mammad-Guliyev, Deputy Foreign Minister of the Republic of Azerbaijan.  In his opening remarks, he pointed out that the member states of ECO should carefully analyze the impediments which were hindering the progress of ECO and come forward with ideas and proposals to overcome the same.

His Excellency Mr. Kairat Abdrakhmanov, Deputy Foreign Minister of the Republic of Kazakhstan, on behalf of His Excellency Mr. K. Tokayev, Foreign Minister of the Republic of Kazakhstan who was the incumbent Chairman, opened the meeting with his brief statement, expressing appreciation of the hospitality extended to the participating delegations by the Government and the people of the Republic of Azerbaijan.  In his statement, he highlighted the progress that the Organization has made in the last one year and appreciated the work done by the ECO Secretariat and the outgoing Secretary General. He expressed the hope that under the able guidance of the new Chairman of COM and the new Secretary General, the Organization will get closer to its objectives. 
The 16th Meeting of the Council of Ministers was chaired by Mr. Elmar Mammadyarov, Foreign Minister of the Republic of Azerbaijan.  In his remarks, Foreign Minister thanked the Council for reposing confidence in him and outlined his vision for further cementing economic cooperation within the region.  In this context, he assured the continued commitment and support of his government to the goals and objectives of the Economic Cooperation Organization.
Mr. Askhat Orazbay, ECO Secretary General, presented his report and briefed the Council of Ministers on the ECO activities that have been implemented since the 15th Meeting of the Council of Ministers held in October 2005 in Astana. In his statement, Secretary General of ECO expressed his gratitude and appreciation to the government and the people of the Republic of Azerbaijan for the excellent arrangements made for the meeting. He expressed the hope that under the Chairmanship of the Republic of Azerbaijan, ECO would continue to march towards realization of its cherished goals. 
In their statements, Ministers/Heads of Delegations from the member states reiterated their commitment to the ECO’s goals and objectives and informed the meeting about the measures their respective governments have taken to implement the ECO decisions and programmes. The representatives of the ECO Specialized Agencies/Regional Institutions submitted their annual reports on their current and future activities. 
The 16th COM meeting, inter alia, reviewed and approved the reports of the meetings of the Council of Permanent Representatives (CPR), ECO Secretariat’s Budget for 2006, ECO Secretariat’s Audit Report for 2005 as well as the reports of the other sectoral ministerial meetings held after the 15th COM meeting in 2005, namely; 2nd Ministerial Meeting on Industry held in Istanbul on 25 November 2005 and the 6th Ministerial Meeting on Transport & Communications held in Tehran on 24-26 April 2006.  The Council also reviewed the status of implementation of the important projects such as ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA), Transit Trade Framework Agreement (TTFA), Passenger and Container Trains, etc. for which some member states were designated as coordinators to facilitate the early realization of these projects.
The Council of Ministers appointed Mr. Khurshid Anwar, Additional Foreign Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Pakistan, presently in charge of ECO Region, as the new Secretary General of ECO who will take over his assignment in August this year.  The Council congratulated him on his appointment and expressed confidence that due to his vast experience in diplomacy and familiarity with the regional issues, he would be in a position to take initiatives to enhance and accelerate the regional cooperation and promote the ECO’s image and activities.   The Council also paid rich tributes to the outgoing Secretary General H.E. Mr. Askhat Orazbay for the excellent work that he had done for this Organization.
In addition, the Council reviewed the draft Agenda for the 9th ECO Summit which was held on 5th May 2006, in Baku.  The Council also reviewed and finalized the text of the draft Baku Declaration 2006 which was issued at the conclusion of the 9th ECO Summit.
The Council welcomed the offer of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan to host the 17th meeting of the Council of Minister (COM) in Afghanistan next year.
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3rd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Environment
The 3rd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Environment was held on 30 June 2006 in Almaty, Kazakhstan.  It was preceded by the Senior Environmental Officials’ Meeting on 28-29 June 2006, which undertook all the preparatory work for the Ministerial Meeting. The delegations of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan, Republic of Turkey and Republic of Uzbekistan as well as ECO Secretary-General with his staff participated in the Meeting. The representatives of UNEP and CAREC also attended the meeting.
The meeting was inaugurated by H.E. Mr. Nurlan Iskakov, Minister of Environment Protection of the Republic of Kazakhstan, and H.E. Askhat Orazbay, ECO Secretary General, who in their statements particularly stressed the importance of the protection of the environment in the region and closer cooperation among the ECO member states in the field of the environment. 
The Ministers and Heads of Delegation delivered their statements covering the state of the environment in their respective countries, national policies and programs concerning environmental issues as well as regional cooperation in the field of the environment.
The meeting reviewed the activities/projects which had been carried out in accordance with the Plan of Action for Cooperation among ECO Member States on Environment (2003-2007) as adopted at the first ECO Ministerial Meeting on Environment held in 2002 in Tehran and amended by the 2nd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Environment held in 2004 in Istanbul, underlined the need for the ECO Member States to continue working together towards its effective and full implementation. The term of the Plan of Action, comprehensively covering all major environmental issues, was extended till the year 2010.
The Ministers and Heads of Delegation welcomed the proposal on the creation of Institute of Environmental Science and Technology for the ECO region, which will provisionally function, on a project basis, within the framework of the existing College of Environment in Iran. 
The Meeting requested international organizations (UNEP, IDB, CAREC) as well as the other organizations to assist ECO in developing financial mechanisms for ensuring implementation of projects/activities within ECO Plan of Action on cooperation in the field of environment
The Ministers and Heads of Delegation also had an extensive round table discussion on “Environment and Tourism” issue which was emphasized as an important and promising sphere for future regional cooperation.

They decided that the fourth ECO Ministerial Meeting on Environment be held in the year 2008 and welcomed the offer of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan to host it.
The Ministers and Heads of Delegation adopted the Almaty Communiqué on Cooperation in the field of the Environment in which they stressed the regional cooperation on the environment and promotion of environmental awareness in the ECO Region, and expressed their profound gratitude to the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan, particularly to the Ministry of Environment Protection of the Republic of Kazakhstan for the excellent arrangements made for the 3rd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Environment and warm hospitality extended to the participating delegations. 

Almaty Communiqué

1. The 3rd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Environment was held on 30 June 2006 in Almaty, Kazakhstan, and it was preceded by the senior officials meeting held on 28-29 June 2006. The Ministerial Meeting was attended by the Ministers and Heads of Delegation from the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan Kyrgyz Republic, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan, Republic of Turkey, Republic of Uzbekistan as well as the Secretary General of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) along with his staff. The representatives of UNEP and CAREC also attended the meeting. The meeting was inaugurated by H.E. Nurlan Iskakov, Minister of Environment Protection of the Republic of Kazakhstan and H.E. Askhat Orazbay, Secretary General of ECO. 

2. The meeting noted with appreciation that ECO member states in  “ECO Vision 2015” adopted as a Basic Reference Document of ECO for the next ten years at the 15th Meeting of the ECO Council of Ministers (COM) held in Astana, Kazakhstan on 1 October 2005, emphasized their commitment to intensify cooperation in the field of environment by jointly addressing common concerns and regional problems and taking necessary actions in cooperation with relevant international organizations with a view to  contribute to sustainable development and improve the quality of life of the peoples in the ECO region.

3. Taking into account the above document and the Declaration of the 9th ECO Summit held in Baku on 5 May 2006, in which a concern with the state of the environment was expressed and the implementation of the Plan of Action for Cooperation among ECO Member States on Environment (2003-2007) was underscored, the meeting stressed the need for the ECO countries’ Environment Ministries/Agencies to further enhance their work and collaboration to strive towards the effective and full implementation of the said Plan of Action the term of which was extended up to the year 2010.  

4. The Ministers and Heads of Delegation reviewed the progress of the implementation of the Plan of Action, and while welcoming the activities which had been carried out so far, requested more concerted and active participation of environment organizations of the member states in the implementation of the already agreed projects/activities as well as in developing and promoting of new ones to fully cover the provisions of the Plan of Action.

5. The Ministers and Heads of Delegation, while stressing the importance of national progress report on the implementation of the ECO Plan of Action on Environment, as an essential instrument for the exchange of information and experiences in the field of environment among the member states as well as the promotion of the regional cooperation, agreed that it would be provided to the ECO Secretariat, annually, in the beginning of the year, with coverage of the previous year, on the basis of the single agreed format.
6. While appreciating the outcomes of the 3rd and 4th meetings of the ECO Working Group on Environment on the Implementation of the Plan of Action for Cooperation among ECO Member States on Environment (2003-2007) held in the year 2005 and 2006, respectively, the Ministers and Heads of Delegation emphasized the need to continue holding these meetings as well as experts meetings/workshops and training programs to promote human resource development in the field of environment in the ECO region as per adopted Calendar of Events/Meetings on Environment.

7. The Ministers and Heads of Delegation, while appreciating the work done by the Task Force on the establishment of ECO College of Environment, welcomed its proposals on the creation of Institute of Environmental Science and Technology for the ECO region, which will provisionally function within the framework of the existing College of Environment in Iran. 

8. The Meeting expressed appreciation to the ECO Secretariat for its efforts to enhance international cooperation while noting the signing of MOUs between ECO and WMO as well as UNEP and requested international organizations (UNEP, IDB, CAREC) which attended the Meeting as well as the other organizations to assist ECO in developing financial mechanisms for ensuring implementation of projects/activities within ECO Plan of Action on cooperation in the field of environment.  

9. The Meeting also requested the more advanced economies of the ECO to consider the possibility of extending their technical and financial support for the implementation of ECO Plan of Action on environment.

10. The Ministers and Heads of Delegations noted that development of ecotourism may bring economic benefits for the member states which have in abundance attractive nature sites and therefore it should be encouraged in a prudent manner to prevent possible negative impact on the environment and emphasized the need of identifying and carrying out joint activities in this field. 

11. The Ministers and Heads of Delegation welcomed the project proposals for cooperation in the field of the Environment presented by Iran, and requested their concerned organizations to follow up these proposals with a view of completing their elaboration, proposing mechanism for their financing and collaborating arrangements and eventual commencing of their implementation at the earliest possible time.  They also encouraged the other member states to prepare and to propose new projects within the Plan of Action on Environment.  
12. The meeting appreciated the efforts of the ECO Secretariat for the preparation and publication of the first four issues of the ECO Bulletin on Environment, made also available on the ECO Web-site. The meeting requested the concerned authorities in all member states to take active part in the process of preparation of its next issues by submission of their relevant materials to the Secretariat, regularly.  
13. The Ministers and Heads of Delegation took note of the following initiatives of the Republic of Kazakhstan:

· To join European and Asian processes of environmental protection and sustainable development and establish the Secretariat of the Eurasian process of sustainable development and Euroasian education center at Astana city.

· To create trans-boundary ecological–economic zones of sustainable development on basin principle for conservation of unique ecosystems of the ECO region. 

14. The meeting decided that the 4th ECO Ministerial Meeting on Environment be held in 2008 and appreciated the offer made by the Government of Pakistan to host it. 

15. The Ministers and Heads of Delegation expressed their profound gratitude to the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan, particularly to the Ministry of Environment Protection of the Republic of Kazakhstan for the excellent arrangements made for the 3rd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Environment and warm hospitality extended to the participating delegations.

16. They also commended the work done by the Senior Environmental Officials Meeting and thanked the ECO Secretary General and his staff for their support and hard work to make the meeting a success.

[image: image4.png]



ECO Activities
4th ECO Working Group Meeting on Environment
The 4th ECO Working Group Meeting for the Implementation of the Plan of Action (2003-2007) for Cooperation on Environment Meeting, hosted by the Department of Environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran, was held on 21-22 May 2006 at the ECO Secretariat.  

Participants from Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan and Republic of Turkey attended it. 

The Meeting was inaugurated by H.E. Dr. Fatemeh Vaez Javadi, Vice President and Head of the Department of Environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran. ECO Secretary General also made a statement on ECO Activities in the field of Environment. 

The Meeting deliberated on important issues such as a) preparing the National Progress Report on Environment, b) Establishment of ECO College of Environment, c) Establishment of E-mail Group for exchange of information, and d) ECO Bulletin on Environment.  It also considered project proposals of the Member States and had a round table discussion on Environment and Tourism.

The participants also visited Pardisan Natural Park and attended a ceremony there which was arranged for the “Biodiversity Day”.
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The Training Course on the Familiarization with the ISO 14000 Environmental Management System

A Training Course on the Familiarization with the ISO 14000, Environmental Management System (EMS) was held on 23-24 May 2006 at the ECO Secretariat, Tehran. It was hosted and conducted by the Department of Environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

Representatives of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan and Republic of Turkey attended it. 

The Training Course was chaired and led by Dr. Souroosh Modabberi, General Director of the Monitoring Water and Soil Pollution Bureau of the Department of the Environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Dr. Reza Naad, Expert of Environment and Standards, Metallurgy and Safety, and Adviser to the Department of Environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran, made his presentation on “The Description of ISO Standards and Obligations” in which he submitted detailed information on the history of ISO (International Organization for Standardization) and its standards.

Dr. Amir Radfar, adviser to IRAN Khodroo Car Manufacturing and TUV NORD Academy Trainer, made his presentation on the “Introduction to ISO 14001, Elements and the Birth of an Environment Management System (EMS) Standard".  

Extensive discussions related to the issues were held by the participants.

On the Second day of the Training Course a technical visit to the Production Line of IRAN Khodroo Car Manufacturing Co. was arranged by the Department of Environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran for the participants in order to familiarize them with the EMS standards in the said factory.
At the end of the Training Course appropriate certificates were given to the participants.  
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First Meeting of National Focal Points on FAO-ECO TCP on strengthening seed supply in the ECO region

The First Meeting of National Focal Points on FAO-ECO TCP on strengthening seed supply in the ECO region was held at the Seed and Plant Certification & Registration Institute (SPCRI) of Islamic Republic of Iran, Karaj-Iran on 22-24 May 2006. The objective of the meeting was to introduce the project to focal points and plan the activities for the FAO-ECO Technical Cooperation Programme on strengthening seed supply in the ECO region with specific emphasis on Central Asia. The National Focal Points\officials from the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan and Republic of Uzbekistan participated in the Meeting. The representatives from FAO, ICARDA and ECO Secretariat also participated in the Meeting.
In the inauguration session, Dr. Shoaee, General Director of the Ministry of Jihad-e-Agriculture of the Islamic Republic of Iran made a statement where he highlighted the policies of his country in seed sector, and underlined the need for legal harmonization. ECO Secretary General H.E. Askhat Orazbay, in his statement, mentioned various problems in agriculture sector i.e. non-availability of improved varieties and lack of good quality seed, weak farm management etc. and said that an efficient formal seed sector may contribute to the realization of tremendous potential offered by the region for agriculture growth and development.
The participants from the member states presented country reports highlighting seed situation in the countries, national seed policies, seed supply and demand, role of agriculture sector in the national economies, seed regulations\policies and status of seed production. They touched upon the problems in seed sector such as non-availability of certified seed, absence of information about the origin and quality of seed, lack of accredited seed testing labs in the private sector, insufficient use of certified seed, lack of equipment and machinery, lack of legislative framework for certifying informal seed.
The Meeting proposed strengthening the private sector for more involvement in research activities, incentives to seed stakeholders especially farmers to improve production capacity, marketing assistance to seed growing farmers in selling high quality seed, establishment of seed producing farmers’ associations, establishment of gene banks, provision of technology for hybrid seed development and generation of resources.
The FAO-ECO Technical Cooperation Programme (TCP) for strengthening seed supply addresses the particular problems in the sector and serves as a preparatory work leading to larger development projects in the sector. The objective of the TCP is to develop more efficient seed production, distribution and marketing system in ECO countries. The immediate objectives of the TCP are to (i) analyze organizational structure, capacity and current development of seed system; (ii) train seed entrepreneurs as trainers in seed marketing; (iii) introduce public and private stakeholders to international technology, standards and regulations and initiation of process of regional consultation to harmonize trade-impeding seed regulations; (iv) analyze potential for a recurrent regional seed conference which will stimulate exchange of genetic resources, seed, technology etc. 
The Meeting also reviewed and revised the Work Plan for the Project. According to the work plan:
a)
Within the framework of FAO-ECO TCP, there will not be more than an event in any country.

b)
First Workshop on Regional Regulations Harmonization would be organized in October 2006 in the I.R. of Pakistan.
c)
2nd Meeting of the National Focal Points on FAO-ECO TCP on Seed Supply in the ECO Secretariat in the end of February 2007 for endorsing the programme etc. of the ECO Regional Seed Conference.
d)
Training course for trainers on seed and Seed Marketing and Promotion would be organized in March 2007 in Izmir-Turkey.

e)
2nd Workshop on Regional Regulations Harmonization would be held in April 2007 in the Republic of Azerbaijan.

f)
ECO Regional Seed Conference in November, 2007 in Almaty-Kazakhstan. 3rd Workshop on Regional Regulations Harmonization will be held in January 2008 in the Republic of Uzbekistan.
First ECO Regional Seed Conference to be organized in November 2007 in Almaty-Kazakhstan will provide a forum for consultations and seed trade, offer opportunities to exploit results of national seed projects and activities, attract outside seed and equipment suppliers to the region. On the sideline of the conference a Seed Trade Fair will also be organized. International Organizing Committee comprising representatives of the member states, FAO, ECO and CGIAR and development agencies concerned with seed will be established to make arrangements for organizing the conference. A Conference Secretariat will be established at the ECO Secretariat.
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First Workshop on ECO School Earthquake Safety Review

Since the 16th ECO Regional Planning Council (RPC) Meeting held on January 30- February 2, 2006 approved the proposal of the Republic of Turkey to hold the Workshop on “ECO School Earthquake Safety Review” in 2006, the said Workshop was held on 1-2 June 2006 in Istanbul hosted by the Ministry of National Education of the Republic of Turkey and in cooperation with Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) and Geo-Hazards International (GHI).    
Delegates from the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Turkey (being the host) and Republic of Uzbekistan attended the Meeting. Delegates from the ECO Secretariat, OECD and GHI and some other non-ECO participants including Turkish Cypriot State, Kosovo and Republic of Macedonia also attended the workshop.     
The objectives of the Workshop were as follows:
· To help evaluate the risk to life and property and the development and application of safety standards and construction codes for schools in the ECO region against earthquakes, 

· To identify and describe the scope for national action on earthquake safety in schools, 

· To develop a programme or system to provide guidance, technical expertise, support and resources for ECO countries on school safety. 

H.E. Hüseyin Çelik, Minister of National Education of the Republic of Turkey inaugurated the Workshop. He stated that ECO Region is located in a seismetic line. While giving example of the earthquakes occurring in the ECO countries such as 1990 in Istanbul and last damaging one in Pakistan, he explained the activities of Republic of Turkey with regard to making school safe against earthquake, especially in some projects being sponsored by international organizations, i.e. World Bank and OECD. He emphasized that however, earthquake as a natural disaster can not be predicted and prevented, but we can minimize the impacts. Since all of ECO Member States are facing the same risk like Turkey, we can cooperate in the framework of ECO. As a concrete step, he proposed to establish a technical committee to share our experiences with ECO Member States. 
Before his opening statement, Mr. Richard Yelland, Head of the Programme on Educational Building (PEB) at OECD and Mr. Muzaffer Alacaogullari, Director, Human Resources and Sustainable Development, ECO Secretariat made welcoming remarks in turn. 
During the workshop the participants exchanged the experiences/activities on school earthquake safety.
Recognizing the high level of seismic hazard of the ECO countries and collapse of many schools buildings in the past earthquakes in the region for example 8 October 2005 Pakistan earthquake, etc, and as the conclusion the workshop participants strongly recommended the organization of 2nd Workshop on “ECO School Earthquake Safety” with the objective of developing a “Plan of Action for Improving School Earthquake Safety”, and forming a “High Level Expert Group on School Earthquake Safety” under ECO.
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First Meeting of Working Group for Implementation of Trans-Asian Railway Mainline

The First Working Group Meeting for Implementation of Trans-Asian Railway Mainline was held in the ECO Secretariat/Tehran on June 19-20, 2006, by attendance of delegations of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, and Republic of Turkey.

The main technical issues relating to full operation of passenger and container trains between Istanbul and Almaty were discussed in this meeting where some decisions for solving the existing problems were also made. Determining fixed tariff rate along the whole route, proposal to apply similar carriage charge rates between Iran, Turkey and Turkmenistan in the other Member States, organizing a joint official team consisting of the concerned Member States and the ECO Secretariat for negotiation with Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan to encourage them for closer cooperation and further contribution for implementation of Trans-Asian Railway Mainline were among the decisions made by the ECO Member States in this Meeting. Kazakhstan accepted hosting the Second Meeting of the Working Group in Astana in year 2007.
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5th Meeting of the ECO National Focal Points on Economic Research & Statistics

The fifth meeting of ECO NFPs on Economic Research & Statistics was held on 29-30 June, 2006 at the ECO Secretariat, Tehran.  The main objective of the 5th NFPs meeting was to intensify cooperation and develop a regional approach to address common concerns and new challenges to strengthen regional coordination among member states in the fields of economic research and statistics. The representatives of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Republic of Tajikistan, Republic of Turkey and the ECO Secretariat attended the meeting.

The meeting reviewed current and future activities implemented by the Secretariat in the field of economic research and statistics including substantive joint activities/projects such as regular publication of the ECO Annual Economic Report, ECO Framework of Cooperation in Statistics and Plan of Action, ECO Statistical Bulletins, ECO Joint Economic Research Programme, etc and considered/ identified imminent cooperation development issues in this regard. 

The participants particularly stressed upon regular preparation and publication of ECO Annual Economic Reports since it is one of the most important document prepared in collaboration with respective national authorities providing a comprehensive analysis of the salient macroeconomic and development issues prevalent both in individual member countries as well as in the region. The meeting decided that the Secretariat would finalize and publish the Annual Economic Report 2005 latest by September 2006 according to available inputs from member states.

The meeting considered a draft ECO Framework of Cooperation and the Plan of Action in Statistics prepared by the Secretariat and decided to adopt the said  documents as the basis for further intensifying cooperation on statistics in the ECO region. The participants agreed on the need to further detailing of the said documents and incorporating time frame activities in order to achieve concerned objectives. To this end, the ECO Secretariat was requested to establish a Working Group comprising of statisticians from member states which will study and finalize the ECO Framework of Cooperation and the Plan of Action in Statistics before the next RPC meeting.

While considering the implementation of the ECO Joint Economic Research Programme, the meeting agreed on the necessary steps to be made by the leading research institutes for the research project proposals identified under the said Programme in order to facilitate these project proposals and to secure funding from appropriate ECO sources as well as their financial and technical support from international donors, particularly UNDP, IDB, WB and ADB.

Participants from the member states presented country reports on the current and prospective economic developments in their respective countries highlighting the most important achievements and problems experienced in macroeconomic sphere and sectoral development including recent GDP growth, inflation rates, budget deficits, trade and investment flows in their respective countries. With regard to statistics cooperation, the said reports presented major activities, significant developments/practices, as well as problems in their statistical activities, with particular attention paid to the details of developments/practices concerning official statistics including problems and constraints confronted by them in this regard. 

The meeting agreed on the proposal to hold regularly meetings of the Heads of National Statistical Offices of ECO member states to provide the opportunity for experts to discuss cooperation issues in the area of statistics and create conditions for the decision-making process in that area and requested the Secretariat to follow-up the issue. The meeting also suggested the Secretariat to consider organizing a meeting of the senior officials of the relevant economic research institutes / organizations / departments of the member states to discuss implementation process of ECO Joint Economic Research Programme. 
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5th Meeting of the ECO Council of Heads of Customs Administration (CHCA) & 1st Meeting of the Sub Committee of Experts Met in Istanbul
The 5th Meeting of the ECO Council of Heads of Customs Administration (CHCA) and 1st Meeting of the Sub Committee of Experts on simplification and harmonization of customs organization and procedures was held in Istanbul, Republic of Turkey on July 3-5, 2006.  The delegations of Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey and Turkmenistan along with the ECO Secretary General and his staff participated in the meeting.  The level of participation from member states was high enough and encouraging.

Appreciating the approval of the Agreement on establishment and operation of “ECO Smuggling and Customs Offences Data Bank”, the Council stressed upon the non-signatory Member States to sign it and signatory Member States to ratify the said Agreement. Republic of Azerbaijan signed the Agreement at the end of the meeting while Islamic Republic of Iran, Kyrgyz Republic and Republic of Tajikistan also expressed their willingness to join this agreement in the near future.  The Republic of Turkey gave a detailed presentation on the various aspects of the agreement.

Regarding fast and speedy communication among ECO Member States, the Secretary General ECO informed the Council that a web portal containing relevant information available to all ECO Member States has already been established.  Necessary password and instructions/guidelines to operate the portal have already been provided to the member states for utilization of this facility.  Similar facility can also be provided to the National Focal Points of Customs for direct exchange of information on customs areas.  

The meeting also deliberated on the training of customs officials, designation of National Focal Points on customs, and compilation of material/news on customs of member states decisions were taken to constantly focus on these issues.

The Transit Transport Framework Agreement was discussed in detail and the meeting was informed that the agreement has so far been ratified by seven ECO Member States and has entered into force from May 2006.  Regarding quick implementation of the agreement, various ways and means were discussed in the meeting.

A meeting of the Sub Committee of Experts for prioritization of the recommendations of UNDP Consultant Report on simplification and harmonization of customs organization and procedures in ECO Member States was held as a separate/parallel meeting attended by the experts of the Member States along with the representative of ECO Secretariat.  The Committee deliberated and came up with specific recommendations for adoption by the member states.  The Sub Committee of Experts shall be convened on permanent basis to take care of some other important issues besides simplification and harmonization of customs organization and procedures such as enforcement aspect of regional cooperation within ECO.  A number of proposals were given by the Member States for implementation and enforcement of various agreements.

The same Sub Committee will finalize the Draft ECO Agreement on Mutual Administrative Assistance in Customs Matters before the next CHCA.  To this end, the Sub Committee will hold its second meeting in the last quarter of this year in Turkey and submit its recommendations to the 6th CHCA.

The Council elected the Head of Customs Administration of the Republic of Azerbaijan as the next Head of the Council of Heads of Customs Administration for one year and decided to have the 6th meeting of the CHCA in Azerbaijan.  Republic of Turkey was elected as Vice Chairman of the Council for a period of one year.  Exact date and venue of the 6th CHCA will be communicated through diplomatic channels.
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ECO INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES
33rd Session of Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers 

The 33rd Session of the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers entitled “Session on Harmony of Rights, Freedoms and Justice” was held in Baku, Azerbaijan from 19-21 June 2006.  On the invitation of H.E. Prof. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoglu, Secretary General of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC), the Secretary General, Economic Cooperation Organization, H.E. Mr. Askhat Orazbay along with Assistant Director (International Relations) participated in the subject conference.

The delegates from OIC member countries, observer states, from Muslim communities and minorities, international and regional organizations, subsidiary organs, specialized institutions of the OIC and affiliated institutions, Islamic Foundation and societies, invitees/guests from Council of Europe, GCC, UNHCR, FAO, UNESCO, ICRC, OSCE, IOM, WIPO, WHO, true representatives of Kashmiri people, MCB London, IIUM, Republic of Philippines and South Africa etc. participated in the conference.
On the sidelines of the opening of the conference a special ceremony was officially launched regarding 10 years Programme of Action adopted by the 3rd Extraordinary Islamic Summit last year.  Prof. Ekmeleddin stressed the importance of this Programme and launched the starting of its execution.
The sessions emphasized necessity of development of political, trade-economic, cultural, scientific and other links among the OIC member countries.  The projects being implemented in the frame of OIC were also in focus.  A 10 year Plan of Activity of OIC was discussed, and necessity of strengthening of mutual cooperation was underlined.
In the concluding session, Foreign Minister of Azerbaijan and Secretary General of OIC held a briefing for media representatives.
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ECO Articles
Construction of Deh Mezang Public Park in Kabul, Afghanistan

By:
Mr. Fazli Sak, Program Officer, Project & Economic Research & Statistics 
Afghanistan has made enormous progress in governing and reconstructing the country. Peace and stability in Afghanistan is in the regional interests’ of ECO member states and vital for regional security and development. The Bonn Process has been completed successfully and the Afghanistan National Development Strategy (ANDS), which is currently being implemented for Afghanistan's development over the next five years, establishes regional cooperation as one of its core development strategy priorities. A number of high- level benchmarks on regional cooperation appeared in the Afghanistan Compact. Moreover, the UN Security Council Resolution on Afghanistan, adopted on 15 February 2006, stressed that "regional cooperation constitutes an effective means to promote security and development in Afghanistan". 

Within this framework, Afghanistan has been showing great interest and taking active part in ECO cooperation. The Afghan Government successfully organized three ECO events last year particularly the reactivation of the ECO Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ECO-CCI) during its chairmanship and this year they will host the Fourth ECO Ministerial Meeting on Commerce and Foreign Trade in Kabul. This fellow member of ECO becomes more important as the country makes progress in its recovery and development. The encouraging supports of the ECO member states to Afghanistan either at bilateral level or through ECO framework are aimed to establish solid fundament for further development of Afghanistan. Besides the traditional areas of cooperation (energy, transport and trade), Afghanistan seeks further and fresh assistance from ECO members in the areas of security, counter-narcotics, capacity building, agriculture and poverty reduction.

During the 9th ECO Summit Meeting held in Baku, Republic of Azerbaijan, on May 05, 2006, the ECO member states welcomed implementation of Plan of Action on ECO’s contribution to the reconstruction of Afghanistan and operationalization of the ECO Fund for the reconstruction of Afghanistan with pledges announced by Iran, Pakistan and Turkey and repeated their appeal to other member states to contribute to the said Fund and to help this country in the field of capacity building. 

Following the identification of ECO projects in Afghanistan to be implemented within the ECO Plan of Action, the 105th CPR held on 19th October 2005 approved the project “Construction of Deh Mezang Public Park and maintenance of Kabul Zoo” at the cost of US$ 1.2 million. This is the first project to benefit from ECO Fund for Reconstruction of Afghanistan. Meanwhile, through this Fund ECO will also share with the Government of Iran the costs of the accommodation/training of the personnel of the Afghan Insurance Company in the Central Insurance of Iran (Bimeh Markazi Iran). 

The Deh Mazang Public Park is situated at District (3) of the Kabul city and spread over an area of 299,550 Sq. meters along Kabul River. The said Park has four sections. Through this project ECO will finance construction of only two sections which is envisaged to be completed within one year. Part-A involves extension and development of additional park space about 28,750/- sq. meter area at the eastern side of the said River. Part-B is aimed at rehabilitation of adjacent section of Part-A/Kabul Zoo, which is a part of the concerned Park and is in need of urgent rehabilitation. The two other sections of the Park are still to be developed. The surrounding walls at the section A should be constructed in order to frame the area. A monument, which is build for Afghan’s participated to WW-II is also situated in the section A of the Park and needs to be protected within the boundaries of the Park. The Kabul River which divides the land into two sections passes through the Park and has a very little water and its bed needs to be cleaned from debris. The Kabul Zoo was built more than 35 years ago. However, the current administration building of the Park and the Zoo was destroyed severely during the war and it is at the edge of collapse. The cages and nests of the accommodated animals are in need of urgent repair and build up. It is one of the most popular public places for families, youth and children to visit for entertainment as well as education in Afghanistan. It is estimated that about 500 to 600 people visit the zoo every day during the weekdays.  More than 1,000 people visit the zoo every day during the weekends. The Kabul city lacks to provide recreational areas such as Parks for its inhabitants and visitors. Since Kabul Zoo is also situated in this Park, the attention and interest of Afghan people is considerably very high. Therefore, observance of Afghan people to this site is focused for its urgent rehabilitation and reconstruction.
According to the modality of the said Fund, the Municipality of Kabul, focal point introduced by Afghanistan for this project has publicized a tender announcement in the local newspapers inviting the relevant companies from ECO member states to submit their sealed offers (technical and price offers) about the subject construction to the Kabul Municipality before 10 April 2006. However, in order to provide adequate time for the interested companies to acknowledge and assess tender requirements and submit an offer to this end, the closing date for the said tender was extended until 10 June 2006. During this period, the Secretariat has provided the necessary support/guidance to the Kabul Municipality in preparation of tender announcement and associated documents. Meanwhile, the Secretariat has also made these documents available through its Website. 

As per the recommendation of the ECO Secretariat, for evaluating the bids the Kabul Municipality has established a selection panel (committee) with ten members consisted of representatives/experts from different Ministries/organizations of the Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan i.e. Kabul Municipality, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Economy, Ministry of Public Benefits, Afghanistan Investment Support Agency and Afghanistan Reconstruction Development Services (ARDS) operating under the supervision of the Ministry for Reconstruction. The representatives of the ECO Secretariat Dr. Sohrab Shahabi, Deputy Secretary General and Mr. Fazli Sak, Programme Officer, also undertook a mission to Kabul from 9-12 June 2006 in order to monitor and provide guidance for tender and selection process of the bidding and participate in the Tender bid Opening Session, which was held at 14.15 hrs on 11 June 2006 in the Conference Hall of the Kabul Municipality with the participation of the respective representatives of the ECO member states in Kabul, interested construction companies and media.

Although companies from Afghanistan, Iran and Turkey have shown interest in the concerned tender, but during the said session only fifteen (15) companies from Afghanistan have come forward to present their offers. Although four companies withdraw and/or fail to comply with the pre-condition of tender, the selection panel opened the sealed envelopes of eleven (11) companies and only their price offers were announced to the participants. The members of the said selection panel after evaluating the technical, professional capacities and price offers of these companies, short-listed/recommended three companies i.e Shikib Naweed Construction Company (Private Company), Haji Akbar Construction Company (Private Company) and Afghan Construction Company (State Company), from which one of them shall be selected as the winner of the concerned tender. Now, the ECO member states are expected to consider/approve one of the recommended companies as the implementing agency for the aforesaid construction project and signing of a contract agreement to this end.

Confidently, construction of this Park which is situated at the heart of Kabul city would symbolize unity and cooperation amongst the ECO member states towards reconstruction of Afghanistan. Moreover, upon the initiative of ECO Secretary General, the ECO member states decided to consider constructing small pavilions in the said Park, which may depict their social and cultural heritage. As per the modality of the said ECO Fund, in coordination with the ECO Secretariat the Afghan authorities have gone through a rigorous process to proceed for realization of this project. A transparent tender was conducted with significant participation of companies and the Kabul Municipality has completed the technical drawings and plans of the subject construction.

It should be underlined that the said project which is in need of urgent reconstruction and rehabilitation was selected among other projects due to its social and humanitarian aspect. While considering the time span in implementation of this substantial project, the member states should not regard this project as routine. Therefore, the member states are expected to give a prompt decision for the approval of the implementing agency of the said construction project. The duration of the offers of the recommended companies and construction working seasonal period in Afghanistan should be also considered as important factors for giving prompt decision in this regard. If the selection and signing of contract process is concluded without delay then some urgent parts of the project may be constructed before entering to winter season.
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Inaugural Meeting of the Board of Governors of ECO Bank, A Major Step in the Right Direction
By: Mr. Bakht Baidar, Research Officer
By taking major steps towards the operationalization of ECO Bank, the inaugural meeting of the sole powerful body of the Bank, the Board of Governors, held on July 6, 2006 in Ankara, Republic of Turkey, has ushered in a new era in the history of Economic Cooperation Organization.

Election of the Chairman, fixing a deadline for the payment of initial subscription, 20 million ECO Unit / SDR by the three Member States, fixation of a timetable for nomination/appointment of suitable persons to the top positions of the bank were some of the important decisions made by the Board of Governors.  

The 2nd meeting of the Board of Governors, scheduled to be held on August 28, 2006, will select the President of the bank who will take care of the preparation of Business Plan and framing of bylaws of the bank.

The President will be nominated by the founding member on a rotational basis in alphabetical order but the first term will be given to the host country, Republic of Turkey.  The term of office of first President will be five years while each subsequent President will have a term of four years.  He will be selected from the panel of at least three qualified candidates to be provided by the nominating country to the Board of Governors.  As a chief executive of the bank he will conduct the routine business of the Bank under the direction of the Board of Directors.  He will be responsible for the management, appointment and dismissal of the officers and staff in accordance with the rules and regulations to be adopted by the bank.  

Only two Vice Presidents will be recruited for the time being by the Board of Directors from the panel of at least three qualified candidates, to be provided by the nominating countries and these posts will rotate among the founding Member States other than the country of the President with each country holding only one position.  The Vice Presidents will hold office for a term of five years.  They will exercise such authority and perform such functions as may be determined from time to time by the Board of Directors.  In the absence of President, one of them can be nominated to act as acting President.

According to the Articles of Agreement of the bank, the Board of Directors shall consist of not more than six directors and six alternate directors. One director and one alternate director shall be appointed by each of the three founding Member States.  Other members representing at least 15 percent of the voting rights or such other minimum rights as may be decided by the Board of Governors shall be entitled to appoint one director and one alternate director.  Both the directors and the alternates shall hold office for a term of three years and can be reappointed.  They will be responsible for day to day operations of the Bank.  The meetings of the Board of Directors shall be convened under the chairmanship of President but he shall have no vote.

The meeting gave a timeframe of six months for the commencement of full operation of the bank after the appointment of the President.  As it is almost sure that the President will be selected/ appointed on August 28, 2006 during the 2nd Board of Governors meeting, it is expected that the ECO Bank may start its full operations not later than by the end of February 2007 and contribute in the development of intra trade promotion in this region.

After the signing of ECOTA in July 2003, the operationalization of ECO Bank will be another milestone for the facilitation of trade in the ECO region.  The bank will mobilize resources for initiation, promotion and provision of financial facilities for expansion of intraregional trade which will accelerate the economic development of the ECO Member States.  It will greatly complement the existing international banks in the region and will help in fostering intraregional trade, which has continued to remain at a low level so far.  By providing reports and studies to the Member States on matters of general or sectoral policy reforms, it will play the role of an advisor for the Member States.
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ECO Upcoming Events
3rd Meeting of the Board of Trustees (BOT) of the ECO Cultural Institute

The 3rd Meeting of the Board of Trustees (BOT) of the ECO Cultural Institute is scheduled to be held in October 2006 in Islamabad, Islamic Republic of Pakistan. The Ministry of Culture, Sports & Youth Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan will host the meeting. 
The BOT of the ECO Cultural Institute is the principal policy and decision-making body of the Institute which consists of (a) the Ministers of Culture or any other Minister responsible for cultural affairs of the member states, (b) ECO Secretary General, (c) President of the Institute, and (d) an eminent cultural personality from each member state being assigned by the relevant Ministers.
The Institute organizes various cultural activities in the ECO region such as research on the common cultural heritage of the ECO member states, publishing of journals and periodicals covering the works of eminent contemporary writers photographers, painters etc. It coordinates cultural exchange programs like visits of academicians, scholars, artists and students. The Institute also conducts various scientific seminars and lectures. The Headquarters of the ECO Cultural Institute is at Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran.
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14th Meeting of the Directors General of National Telecommunication Companies of the ECO member states

14th meeting of the Directors General of National Telecommunication Companies of the ECO member states is scheduled to be held in Tehran on (to be determined) to discuss issues related to the telecommunications and promotion of cooperation in this field.
The 13th meeting of the Directors General was held in Almaty, Kazakhstan in October 29-30, 2002 and discussed different issues concerning Telecommunications and Post including the review of the activities of the Expert Working Group on the Trans-Asian-Europe Fiber Optical Cable System (TAEFOS), exchange of visits to the Telecommunications Research Centre of those member states which are relatively more advanced and the implementation of the plan for the development of telecommunication and postal links in the ECO region. The representatives from ECO member states presented their country reports on the implementation of projects identified in Programme of Action for the ECO Decade of Transport and Communications (1998-2007) and reviewed decisions/recommendations of previous meetings including statistical information on the introduction of Data transmission Digital System and also information on the training facilities in the field of telecommunication and postal issues. 
Since last year that the 1st meeting of ECO Postal Authorities was held in Kyrgyzstan (April 20-21, 2004), the postal issues have been separated from telecommunications matters and will be discussed in the ECO Postal Authorities meetings. 
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High Level Experts meeting on Information and Communication Technology (ICT)

High Level Experts meeting on Information and Communication Technology (ICT) is scheduled to be held in Tehran on (to be determined). This will be first ever high level meeting to promote cooperation in the field of Information and Communication Technology and will prepare ground for the First Ministerial meeting on the subject. 
The draft agenda of the meeting includes discussion on solutions for filling the existing digital gaps among ECO member states, the role of  E-Commerce and E-Training in enhancing business and economic relations of the ECO member states; exchanging experts in the field of information technology; designing and creating Data-Base in the field of IT; security of information etc.
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Workshop on Postal Security

According to the decision taken in the 1st ECO Postal Authorities meeting (Kyrgyzstan/ April 20-21, 2004), the member states were requested to send information on the Postal workshops and training courses which are available in their respective countries and can be attended by the experts of ECO member states. In this regards, the Iranian authorities have sent the list of some training courses and workshops to the ECO Secretariat and accordingly proposed to hold the Workshop on Postal Security on the sidelines of the 2nd meeting of the ECO Postal Authorities in Tehran on (to be determined). Therefore, the participants in the ICT, 2nd Postal and 14th Directors General of Telecommunications meetings will have the opportunity to participate in the said Workshop.
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ECO News
ECO Secretary General Met with the Iranian Foreign Minister 
Upon the end of His tenure at the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), H.E. Mr. Askhat Orazbay, ECO Secretary General, met with Mr. Manoochehr Mottaki, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran on Saturday July 22, 2006. 

In this meeting Mr. Orazbay briefed Mr. Mottaki on the ongoing activities and the main achievements of the Organization during his tenure. Explaining last status of the ECO main projects, Mr. Orazbay informed Minister that 1st meeting of the Board of Governors of the ECO Trade and Development Bank convened recently, all necessary procedures to operationalize the Bank have been completed and it is expected that the Bank would start its full operation in few weeks. He pointed that full operationalization of the Bank would make ECO more visible in the region and all over the world and hoped that this major project would turn out to be prosperous institutions to finance and assure full-size regional projects of mutual benefit, for overall regional economic development. 

Mr. Orazbay also referred to the participation of ECO in Reconstruction of Afghanistan and stated that there has been an encouraging progress towards the implementation of the Plan of Action for ECO’s participation in the reconstruction of Afghanistan. He added that ECO Special Fund for Reconstruction of Afghanistan has been established and Iran, Turkey and Pakistan have already contributed more than US$ 10 millions to this fund. As the first project to be financed from this Fund, a project on “Construction of Deh Mazang Public Park” at the cost of US $ 1.2 million as proposed by the Afghan authorities has been approved by the member states. The Park will be called as “ECO PARK”. Within the framework of this project, it has also been proposed to member states to consider constructing small pavilions in this park by each country, which may depict their social and cultural heritage. 

In conclusion, He expressed his gratitude to H.E. Mr. Mottaki, Government and people of Islamic Republic of Iran for the warm hospitality and kind support and understanding, friendship and devotion extended to him by them during his tenure.
Mr. Mottaki while appreciating the efforts of Mr. Orazbay, praised the organization for having a brilliant record and a forward-looking strategy, and said that in light of a 10-year cooperation, the members have been able to draw up their future plans. He attached great importance to the ECO Vision 2015 as approved by 15th Council of Ministers held in Astana, Kazakhstan last year, and said that this important document as a Basic Reference Document of ECO provides the highest-level policy guidelines, which will guide the future course of action of the ECO to bring this organization in conformity with the role that it should play as a dynamic regional organization capable of leading its Member States. He added that further activation of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) would result in expansion of regional cooperation.
[image: image19.png]



Iran, Pakistan and Turkey Establish Cooperation Bank within ECO 

ECO Trade and Development Bank with its headquarter in Istanbul will be operationalize in fall 2006.  The Bank has been founded by Iran, Pakistan and Turkey but the other ECO states will join it later.  

The ECO Trade and Development Bank is design to finance or organize financing the implementation of the ECO projects.   
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ECO Secretary General’s visit to National Library of I. R. Iran

The ECO Cultural Institute, in cooperation with the ECO Secretariat and the National Library and Archives of the Islamic Republic of Iran, organized a visit to the National Library of Islamic Republic of Iran on 29 May 2006.  The Ambassadors/Head of Missions from the ECO Member States in Tehran, delegates from Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran and ECO Secretary General along with his delegation were received by H.E. Mr. Ali Akbar Ashari, Cultural Adviser to the President of Islamic Republic of Iran and General Director of National Library and Archives Organization of Islamic Republic of Iran, and Dr. Mehdi Sanaei, President of ECO Cultural Institute.  The purpose of the visit was to exchange views and explore prospects for future collaboration among the national libraries and archives of the Member States.

2.
During the visit it was decided that the 1st meeting of the Heads of National Libraries of the ECO Member States will be held in August-September 2006 in Tehran, Iran.  The agenda of the meeting will be prepared by the ECO Cultural Institute in collaboration with National Library and Archives of Islamic Republic of Iran and ECO Secretariat.  Agenda of the meeting will be circulated to the ECO Member States well in advance for their views/comments/proposals etc.  The Ambassadors/Head of Missions of the Member States in Tehran were requested to ensure participation of the Heads of the National Libraries of the Member States for future cooperation among the National Libraries of the Member States.
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ECO Secretariat bids farewell to its Deputy Secretary General 

Mr. Masroor Ahmad Junejo, Deputy Secretary General, left the Secretariat after completion of his tenure. 
A reception was held at the Secretariat on his farewell.  Speaking on the occasion, the ECO Secretary General praised Mr. Junejo for his hard work and dedication to the Organization.  Rich tributes were also paid to him by his colleagues who wished him good health, happiness and success in his future endeavours.

[image: image22.png]



Iran and Iraq Rail connection

At a meeting between the Iraqi Republic Railways (IRR) with the authorities of RAI, and other affiliated companies on 19-22 May 2006 in Tehran the following topics were discussed:

1. Korramshahr-Basrah rail link

The latest information concerning the said project, such as studying on construction of Korramshahr-Basrah rail line in the territories of Iran and Iraq was exchanged by the contractor companies of both countries. The study documents (prepared in the territory of Iraq), also the relevant maps and plans, were delivered to METRA Co. (the contractor company for studying of Khorramshahr-Basrah) by IRR. (It should be mentioned that the study documents related to the local section had already been submitted to the Iraqi party during the previous meetings.)

2. Kermanshah-Khosravi-Khanagin rail link

The relevant information was exchanged on the measures taken such as studying in both countries, also the related study documents, maps, plans were delivered to the Iranian party by the Iraqi side. The link connects Kermanshah (the western province of Iran) to Khanaqin of lraq.

3. Bridge construction in Iraq
The Iranian side declared its readiness for sub-structuring of Basrah Shalamchehm, inside Iraq. The construction of bridge over Shat-Al-Arab was negotiated and the Iraqi side welcomed the proposal of Iran, and visited the bridge under Construction by the said company in the city of Rey (south of Tehran).

In line with implementation of the MOU (signed between Iran and Iraq concerning the rail transport cooperation in August 2005), at the meeting of the Board of Ministers on 21 May 2006, the Ministry of Roads and Transportation was permitted to pursue the projects of rail connection of Khorramshahr-Basrah to Shalamcheh-Basrah and Arak-Kermanshah-Khosravi to Khanaqin-Baghdad till their execution.

۞ ۞ ۞
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