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ECO Secretary General’s Message on the occasion of ECO Day 28th November
Dear Readers, 

Completing 13 years of its expansion, ECO has been successful in promoting multi-dimensional regional cooperation and creating proper conditions for sustainable socio-economic growth and development. ECO has been trying to expedite implementation of its goals and objectives as enshrined in its basic documents especially the Treaty of Izmir.  The core of these objectives has been to ensure sustained economic development of the region by overcoming all physical and non- physical as well as legal and procedural impediments wherever and whenever prevail in the region.  In line with its objectives, ECO has come up with many projects in the areas of Transport and Communications, Trade and Investment, Energy, Mineral and Environment, Agriculture, Health and Industry and has taken concrete steps in various fields of common interest to put forward constructive measures to obtain full advantages of new opportunities in the region.

Envisaging a Free Trade Area in the region by 2015, establishment of ECO Development Bank and finalization of ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA) are just a few instrumental agreements for the promotion of regional cooperation among ECO member states. ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA) which has already been signed by 5 ECO member states. ECOTA would lead to gradual and definite removal of tariff and non-tariff barriers and brighten the prospects of intra- regional trade among the ECO Member States.  Tapping the vast natural resources and economic potential of ECO region through involvement of the private sector is an important challenge for our organization and we hope ECOTA would provide the ground for economic liberalization and privatization, mobilization and utilization of ECO region's material resources and gradually establishing a Free Trade Area in the region by 2015.  

ECO Council of Ministers at its 15th meeting held recently in Astana, Republic of Kazakhstan, adopted “ECO Vision 2015” which was suggested by the 8th ECO Summit on 14 September 2004 in Dushanbe.  ECO Vision 2015 is a strategy in promotion of intra-regional cooperation and enhancement of sustainable economic and social development in ECO region and it will serve as a guideline for the future plan and program of ECO to bring this organization in conformity with the role that it should play as a dynamic regional organization capable of serving its member states.
ECO has enjoyed decent funding and technical support of several international donors such as Islamic Development Bank, Food and Agricultural Organization and United Nations Development Program.  Furthermore, it has signed more than 15 Memorandum of Understandings with different international organizations and continues to have a very close working relationship with United Nations and its related bodies.  

ECO has been transformed into a major regional cooperation organization and, undoubtedly, it would achieve its goals with the support of its member states. Today, ECO has gained momentum to revitalize itself in the international arena and will continue its development towards new heights to serve as a more effective instrument in the interests of its members.     

Messages received from the Heads of States / Government and Foreign Ministers of Member States on the Occasion of the ECO Day  

ECO Day is being celebrated on November 28 of each year and as a common practice, Head of States / Government and Foreign Ministers of ECO member states as well as ECO Secretary General sends congratulatory messages in commemoration of the expansion of ECO from a trilateral regional cooperation into a 10-members states organization. 
Following are the messages that have been received from ECO dignitaries in this regard. 
Message from H.E. Dr. Mahmood Ahmadi Nejad President of the Islamic Republic of Iran Addressed to the Head of States of the ECO Members on the occasion of ECO Day

In the Name Allah, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

I would like to congratulate the auspicious occasion of 28th November, the Day of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO). 

This day commemorating the expansion of the Economic Cooperation Organization by accession of the new member states, is an appropriate opportunity to exchange views and reiterate the commitments and responsibilities of member states to implement the decisions made during the recent years specially the provision of the Izmir Treaty and ECO vision 2015. 

I hope that Economic Cooperation Organization which has been able to draw up the comprehensive framework and perspectives of regional cooperation during the last thirteen years, based on the common interest of the member states, can take further steps towards the realization of the its noble objectives outlined in the Izmir Treaty and other ECO basic documents. Finalization and signing of the ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA), Transit Transport Framework Agreement (TTFA), and establishment of the ECO Trade and Development Bank have paved the way for substantial developments in the regional cooperation among the member states. Today, member states should strive for the implementation of these agreements and other regional programs and projects within the ECO framework. 

I am confident that the current progressive climate supported by the political will of member states, with the active participation of these countries, will lead to further development of the regional cooperation and hence resulting in the welfare and prosperity of the people of the region. 

Islamic Republic of Iran will continue its endeavors to realize the ECO goals and objectives and is always ready to further enhance its mutual and regional ties with ECO member countries. 

 
Message from H. E. General Pervez Musharraf the President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 
It gives me great pleasure to convey warmest felicitations to the governments and peoples of fellow ECO member states on the 13th ECO Day.  The people of Pakistan are happy to join the ECO community in observing this auspicious event. 

Pakistan values ECO as the primary vehicle of the economic integration of our region. We remain committed to its principles and objectives and, together with our brethren in the ECO, would continue working for their early realization. 

We believe that, with sustained collective efforts, regional cooperation will become more meaningful and contribute significantly to our integration into the global economy. Important steps have been taken in that direction including, lately, the adoption of ECO Vision 2015 by the 15th meeting of the Council of Ministers in Kazakhstan in October 2005. The strategic location of the ECO region, our rich human and material resources promise further success. . 

We are marking the ECO Day this year as Pakistan undertakes massive reconstruction and rehabilitation after a devastating earthquake. Our people are facing this tragedy with grace and fortitude. We deeply appreciate the sympathy and support of the ECO membership and Secretariat. 

I wish ECO continued success in achieving its ideals and objectives. 

Message from H.E. Mr. Emomali Rakhmonov 

President of the Republic of Tajikistan

H. E. Mr. Askhat Orazbay, 

Esteemed Secretary General of ECO, 

I have a great pleasure to congratulate you and all the ECO Member States on the occasion of the ECO Day. 

In light of current globalization and growing interdependency and correlation of economic development, ECO provides huge opportunities for the region's sustainable development and further integration of national economies into the World Economic System. 

Having common historic and cultural background, the ECO region today is one of the most important economic and trade areas of the World, situated in the very heart of Eurasian continent with immense natural, economic and human resources. 

In this regard, I would like to express my sincere hope that "ECO Vision -2015" document would be another contribution for further implementation of ECO potential for the benefit of regional cooperation and prosperity of our nations. 

Taking this opportunity, I wish you and the ECO Secretariat, as well as all ECO Member States, every success in realizing high goals of our Organization. 

Sincerely, 
Message from H. E. Mr. Saparmurat Niyazov President of Turkmenistan

H. E. Mr. Askhat Orazbay
Esteemed Secretary General of ECO,

I have the honor and privilege to convey my congratulations on occasion of the yearly anniversary of establishment of the Economic Cooperation Organization. 

 
Turkmenistan, being adhered to the effective development of our region, strengthening regional security and improvement of the well-being of the people inhabiting in our region, shares the noble goals and objectives, which are set forth and assigned to the ECO. 

 Availing of this pleasant opportunity, I wish you good health, prosperity and every success in your activities at the eminent and high-level post of the ECO Secretary General.
With best regards,

Message from the Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
On the auspicious occasion of the ECO Day, I wish to extend, on behalf of the government and people of Pakistan, sincere felicitations to the ECO community. As we observe this day, we renew our commitment to the principles and objectives of the organization and refocus our efforts for their effective realization. The progress made so far is encouraging.  We have achieved important milestones and should maintain, indeed increase, the present momentum to meet the challenges still lying ahead. 

ECO represents our best hope for the economic integration of the region. It reflects our collective resolve to improve the living conditions of our peoples. We have to make it more dynamic to better achieve that objective. The ECO region is rich in resources. Its potential is magnified further by the strong bonds of history, faith and culture that bind us together. 

I take this opportunity to express sincere thanks for ECO's generous and timely support in the earthquake that struck Pakistan on 8th October 2005. 

Message from H. E. Abdullah Gül                                                 Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey                               

H. E. Mr. Askhat Orazbay  
Secretary General of the ECO
Excellency, 
I have the pleasure to convey to Your Excellency my sincere congratulations on the occasion of the ECO Day. 

I firmly believe that ECO has a great potential with its vast natural and human resources in the region. Moreover ECO, as a significant regional organization, is capable of playing a more active role for a fairer and more liberal trade relations in its region. 

Turkey, being one of the founding members, attaches great importance to the cooperation among the members of ECO and remains committed to the goals and objectives of the Organization stipulated in the Treaty of Izmir. 

I gladly observe that ECO has made considerable progress during the past thirteen years and has become a reliable platform for our joint economic and social endeavours in the region. Nevertheless, we should continue to intensify our cooperation in many areas in order to fully benefit from the enormous potential of the ECO Region. 

In this regard, I would like to underline the importance of the priority areas of the ECO, namely trade, transport and energy, all of which will greatly contribute to the development of national economies and help their integration into the global economy. In this context, Turkey fully supports the liberalization of trade among the Member States and the efforts towards the gradual elimination of non-tariff barriers which will increase the volume of trade in the region. Consequently we are ready for the early implementation of the ECO Trade Agreement. We also welcome tile completion of ratification process of ECO Trade and Development Bank, another crucial instrument of ECO, and look forward to the establishment and operationalization of the Bank as soon as possible. 

Availing myself of this opportunity I would like to express our gratitude to the Eminent Persons Group for their recommendations and ECO Vision-2015 document. We fully support them, and are convinced that they will enhance the effectiveness and efficiency of our organization by bringing in a new dynamism. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Message from H. E. Dr. Abdullah Abdullah Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
H. E. Mr. Askhat Orazbay,

ECO Secretary General

Excellency,
This is my honor that on my own behalf and also on behalf of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, to congratulate your Excellency and your colleagues at the Secretariat, on the occasion of the 28 of November, the ECO Day. I am sure that under your wise leadership and guidance the organization would be able to promote its role in strengthening the economic-regional cooperation and development among the Member States, as well as realizing the main goals of organization.

We strongly believe that ECO region with vast natural and human resources and the good intention to realize the main goals of the organization, is able to tackle with global and regional challenges.

Afghanistan is proud to have hosted the recent meeting of the ECO Member States and this shows that Afghanistan, like other Member States would like to play its effective role in common activities of the organization.

Once more I would like to reiterate and stress the support of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan for the realization of the organization’s goal in line with the principles and policies of the organization.

I avail myself of the opportunity to renew to your Excellency and the Directing board of ECO the assurances of my highest consideration and I wish you the best of health and success to be gifted by Allah the almighty.
Message from H. E. Mr. Elmar Mammadyarov Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan
H. E. Mr. Askhat Orazbay,

Secretary General of ECO
It is my pleasure to extend our warm congratulations on the occasion of Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) Day 28th of November.

We highly value cooperation within the framework of ECO built on the constructive work of the member states, common interest of the parties in development of the region, friendly relations and a sense of historical responsibility create a favorable ground for further deeper involvement into activities of the ECO, which is steadily gaining importance on the international arena.

Azerbaijan is interested in development of the ECO cooperation in the field of transport, communication, energy and agriculture and is determined to contribute toward attainment of tangible results in these areas.  At the same time we believe that issues of safeguarding peace, security and stability are important for further cooperation among the ECO member states and for that reason due attention should be paid to these matters.

We are confident that under your leadership, the Secretariat will continue to play its role as a mechanism for strengthening the ECO and fulfilling the purposes and objectives of the organization. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

With pleasure,
Message from the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran
In the Name of God 

H. E. Mr. Askhat Orazbay, 

Honorable Secretary General of ECO
I have received with pleasure your message on the occasion of the ECO Day, 28 November.  Reciprocally, I congratulate you and ECO Secretariat staff.  Commemorating ECO Day by its members reminds 13 years of persistent and generous endeavors of Member States and the Secretariat as well to achieve the goals of the Organization, overall development and welfare of the people of the region. 

Despite all previous efforts, still there is a need to continue our endeavors to achieve the organization’s objectives. Today, ECO is on the verge of the operationalization of important agreements such as ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA), Transit Trade Framework Agreement (TTFA), establishment of ECO Trade and Development Bank and operationalization of container and passenger train on route to Almaty- Tehran – Istanbul. In order to accomplish all these tasks, prompt efforts and initiatives are required by the Secretariat and the Member States as well. We must work hard to implement all approved programs agreements within the time frame already envisaged in the ECO Vision document. 

I am confident that ECO Secretariat with Your Excellency’s able management will be able to work out necessary measures and initiatives to fulfill all programs and projects of the Organization within the approved time frame. 

 While reaffirming continued policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran to promote economic cooperation within the ECO, I offer my government’s support of all efforts and initiatives of Your Excellency and the Member States to implement ECO objectives and I will not spare any effort in this regard.

I avail myself of this opportunity to wish you and your colleagues in the Secretariat prosperity and best wishes.

Message from H. E. Kassymzhomart TOKAEV

Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan

H. E. Mr. Askhat Orazbay,

Secretary General of ECO
I have the pleasure to convey to you and all the Member States of Economic Cooperation Organization my warmest congratulations on the occasion of the 13th Anniversary of the ECO Day.

During the 15th meeting of Council of Ministers, held in Astana, the "ECO Vision - 2015” was adopted as the basic document for further development of Organization. It shows that the Republic of Kazakhstan attaches a great importance to the cooperation within the ECO framework and reiterates its commitment to the goals and principles reflected in the basic documents of the ECO.

Availing of this opportunity let me wish you and your staff a good health and every success in all your activity.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurance of my highest consideration.
Message from H. E. Mr. Alikbek Jekshenkulov Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kyrgyz Republic
H. E. Mr. Askhat Orazbay,

Secretary General of ECO
Your Excellency,

Please accept my sincere congratulations on the occasion of the 13th anniversary of the Economic Cooperation Organization.

Kyrgyz Republic pays great attention to the processes of regional development within the ECO framework from the position of effective utilization of the Organization's potential.

I totally share your viewpoint expressed by you during the 15th COM Meeting in Astana that all ECO Member States have to play important role in the Organization's activities.

I assure you that Kyrgyzstan will make every effort for increase of effectiveness and further enhancement of regional cooperation within the framework of the Economic Cooperation Organization.

Sincerely,
Message from the Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan  
I have great pleasure to extend sincere felicitations to member states of the Economic Cooperation Organization on the 13th ECO Day. 

Pakistan attaches high priority to ECO's objectives and ideals and has been actively involved in its programmes and projects. Our organization has made positive progress in diverse fields. The ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA), the ECO Bank and, lately, the ECO Vision 2015 are important milestones on the road to closer economic cooperation We have to maintain this steady progress and, to that end, fully utilize the enormous potential of the ECO community. 

Pakistan wishes ECO complete success in achieving the noble objective of regional economic integration. 
Message from the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Tajikistan 
H. E. Mr. Askhat Orazbay,

Secretary General of ECO

Please allow me sincerely congratulate you on the behalf of the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan and on my own behalf with memorable and happy event - ECO Day.
In Tajikistan, we have a strong belief that cooperation within the ECO opens huge opportunities for development and integration of our national economies into the global economy. It is doubly significant for the Central Asian landlocked countries since it opens accession opportunities for the Southern Seas and enhances export-import potential of regional countries.
Emphasizing due importance to cooperation within the ECO, Tajikistan has the intention to henceforth support the ECO activities aimed at enhancement of regional cooperation and provision of sustainable development of the region.
It is my strong conviction that under your vigilant guidance we will be able to improve the ECO activities up to new qualitative level, which will represent our countries' potential and meet needs and expectations of our people.
I wish you, Excellency, good health, well-being and every success in your activity.
Message from the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan
H.E.Mr. Askhat Orazbay,

Secretary General of ECO
Please accept my sincere appreciation for your warm congratulations which you have sent on the occasion of the 13th anniversary of the expansion of ECO.

I avail myself of this opportunity to sincerely congratulate you on the ECO Day and wish you every success in your endeavors.
Message from H. E. Mr. Elyor Ganiev the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Uzbekistan
H.E.Mr. Askhat Orazbay,

Secretary General of ECO
Dear Secretary General,

I express gratitude for the congratulations on the occasion of the 13th Anniversary of the ECO Day which is celebrated in commemoration of expansion of the Economic Cooperation Organization.

I am confident that the Organization has essential potential which may be realized for extension of trade and economic relations and development of the regional transport infrastructure.

Uzbekistan consistently supports further development of mutually beneficial economic cooperation with all ECO member states.

Please, accept congratulations and wishes of further success in your activity. 
Message from H. E. Mr. Onder Ozar, Ambassador(R), Former Secretary General of ECO and member of EPG

H. E. Mr. Askhat Orazbay

Secretary General, ECO

Excellency, dear colleague,

It gives me great pleasure to convey to you my sincere congratulations on the occasion of ECO day.

I am confident that ECO, as a regional organization for economic development has a special mission in the region and that the member States will act in the foreseeable future with full cognizance and determination towards the realization of the high goals and objectives enshrined in the Ýzmir Treaty, summit declarations, Vision 2015 declaration and other related documents.

I avails myself of this opportunity to wish you and your staff success in your endeavours.

Please accept, Excellency and dear colleague, my best wishes and friendly greetings.

Congratulatory Message of the ECO Secretary General to the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the ECO Member States  

Excellencies;

I take the opportunity to congratulate Your Excellency and offer my warmest felicitations on the occasion of the 13th Anniversary of the ECO Day which is being celebrated on 28 of November every year in commemoration of expansion of the Economic Cooperation Organization’s membership from three to ten countries.  

During the past 13 years ECO has been transformed into a major regional cooperation organization and has been successful in promoting multidimensional regional cooperation. Last year, in particular, concrete steps were taken towards the goals and objectives of our organization. 

As your Excellency is aware, Council of Ministers at its 15th meeting held recently in Astana, Republic of Kazakhstan, adopted “ECO Vision 2015” as the basic reference document of ECO. Therefore, this document will serve as a guideline for the future plan and program of ECO and hopefully will be a further instrument to bring this organization in conformity with the role that it should play as a dynamic regional organization. 

I am confident that with the support of its member states ECO will, undoubtedly, achieve its goals and will continue its development towards new heights to serve as a more effective instrument toward the interests and well being of the people of the region.    

I avail myself to this opportunity to reiterate that ECO Secretariat will continue its commitment to work closely with member states to further strengthen ECO stand as a successful regional organization.
ECO Activities

15th COM meeting endorsed “ECO Vision 2015”:

Fifteenth Meeting of the Council of Ministers (COM) of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) was held on first October 2005 in Astana, Republic of Kazakhstan. Ministers and High ranking Officials from ECO member states including Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan, Republic of Turkey, Turkmenistan and Republic of Uzbekistan attended the meeting. ECO Secretariat as well as ECO Specialized Agencies also participated in the meeting.  Some international organization namely OIC, ICARDA and ITC attend 15th COM meeting as observers.              

The Meeting was inaugurated by Mr. Talbak Nazarov, Foreign Minister of the Republic of Tajikistan and the outgoing chairman of the COM. In his inaugural statement, Mr. Talbak Nazarov referred to the progress made by ECO in various fields and expressed his satisfaction over growing ECO’s activities in both regional and international cooperation.         

The Council of Ministers unanimously elected Mr. Kassymzhomart Tokaev, Foreign Minister of the Republic of Kazakhstan as the new chairman. In his statement, Mr. Kassymzhomart Tokaev underlined his vision on enhancement of the Organization and promotion of cooperation among the ECO member states.
Mr. Askhat Orazbay, ECO Secretary General, presented his report and briefed the Council of Ministers on the ECO activities that have been implemented since the 14th Meeting of the COM in 2004.  He also highlighted ECO achievements fulfilled in various fields of cooperation.

In their statements, heads of delegations reiterated their commitment to the ECO objectives and briefed the meeting on the measures they have taken to implement the ECO decisions and approvals. The representatives of the ECO Specialized Agencies submitted their annual reports on their current and future activities.  


COM meeting reviewed and adopted the reports containing important decisions of the 15th Regional Planning Council, Council of Permanent Representatives since 14th COM meeting and the annual reports of the ECO Specialized Agencies and Regional Institutions. It also approved the annual budget and audit reports of the Secretariat, considered the recommendations of the Eminent Persons Group (EPG) and the Council of Permanent Representatives (CPR) to enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of the ECO Secretariat and gave its decision in this regard.  


The meeting adopted the "ECO Vision 2015" which will serve as a main policy guidelines document highlighting targets to be achieved by the Organization by 2015. 

The meeting was preceded by the Senior Officials (Deputy Foreign Ministers) Meeting on 29-30 September 2005 in Astana. 
ECO grants status of "Regional Institution" to ECO-CEC

Among the decisions made by the 15th Meeting of ECO Council of Ministers (COM), it admitted the ECO-Consultancy & Engineering Company (Pvt) Limited (ECO-CEC) as a "Regional Institution" of ECO. It may be pointed out that the 14th and 15th meetings of the Regional Planning council (RPC) had recommended that ECO-CEC may be given the status a Regional Institution/Specialized Agency of ECO. This recommendation was endorsed by the 100th Meeting of the ECO Council of Permanent Representatives (CPR) which proposed that the Company may be granted the status of a "Regional Institution". 

Since its establishment, ECO-CEC has been taking keen interest in ECO affairs and projects. The Company has recently completed a feasibility study on the rehabilitation of Nawar Bridge in Nangarhar province of Afghanistan which is being examined by the Afghan authorities. ECO-CEC organized two conferences on the role of ECO-CEC's Role in the Development of ECO Countries in Lahore and Istanbul in March 2002 and December 2003 respectively. The Company is planning to organize the third conference on the same theme in Lahore in February/March 2006. 

"TURKPAK" International Pvt. Limited (a Turkish Pakistani Engineering and Consulting Services Company) set up by NESPAK of Pakistan and TUMAS and TUST AS of Turkey, was formed in accordance with the agreement dated 29 December, 1982 executed between the Republic of Turkey and the Islamic Republic of Pakistan to carry out the business of engineering consultancy services in Middle East, Africa and other countries. Subsequently, the company was renamed as the ECO Consultancy and Engineering Company (ECO-CEC) (Pvt) Limited after Petrochemical Industries Design and Engineering Company (PIDEC) of Iran joined the company as a share holder. The Head Office of this Company is located in Lahore, Pakistan. Other member states of ECO have been advised to encourage their companies to join ECO-CEC as share holders as well. 
Informal Meeting of ECO Council of Ministers in New York

The Informal Meeting of ECO Council of Ministers was held on 19th of September 2005 in New York on the sideline of the 60th Session of the United Nations General Assembly at the UN Headquarters. Delegations from ECO Member Sates participated in the Meeting, including Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Iran, Turkey, Kazakhstan, Afghanistan and Azerbaijan, State Minister for Foreign Affairs of Pakistan and Permanent Representatives of Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Kyrgyz Republic to the United Nations. The Meeting was coordinated and hosted by the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Kazakhstan to the UN and chaired by H.E. Mr. Kassymzhomart Tokaev, Foreign Minister of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 

The Secretary General gave a short briefing on ongoing activities of the ECO Secretariat. Speaking on prospective plans, Secretary General stated that he has been and, will be concentrating on main programs already adopted/approved by different decision making bodies of ECO which has not been implemented yet.

The ECO Ministers appreciated the Secretary General’s endeavors for more activating the ECO and assured him about the full support of their respective countries. They also expressed their support to the expansion of the ECO relation with the other international and regional organizations as an important factor for the enhancement of the effectiveness of ECO. ECO’s recent activities and future plans as well as cooperation between UN and ECO were also amongst the most important issues discussed during the Meeting. 

In conclusion of the Meeting, Press Communiqué was issued which is available on the ECO website.
Second Ministerial Meeting on Industry 
Second ECO Ministerial Meeting on Industry was held in Istanbul on 25 November 2005. The Meeting was attended by the delegations from all ECO Member States i.e. Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan, Republic of Turkey, Turkmenistan and Republic of Uzbekistan. The ECO Secretariat also participated in the meeting headed by the Secretary General, H.E. Askhat Orazbay. Ministerial Meeting was preceded by the Senior Officials’ Meeting and the First Meeting of High Level Experts Group (HLEG) on Industry (21-24 November 2005).

H.E. Mr. Ali Coşkun, Minister of Industry of the Republic of Turkey inaugurated the Meeting. In his statement, he said that the ECO has become one of the most important regions of the world with geo-political and geo-strategic resources. He underlined the importance of ECO Trade and Agreement (ECOTA) for liberalization of trade among the member countries and abolishing non-tariff barriers. He concluded by saying that Republic of Turkey is ready for full cooperation to enhance industrial development and competitiveness of the region. 

While delivering his statement, the ECO Secretary General briefly summarized the progress in the area and expressed that enhanced ECO cooperation on industry would be instrumental for ECO member in coping with increasing competition in international markets. 

The Ministers and Heads of Delegations, in their statements, stressed that there is a need for policy liberalization in industrial sector through rationalizing regulatory framework and institutional set-up and suggested that member countries should concentrate on the areas of comparative / competitive advantage. They highlighted the role of private sector and importance of legal environment for protection and attraction of foreign investments in the ECO region for enhancement of regional trade. They also mentioned positive developments in terms of economic recovery and industrial restructuring in their countries.  Iranian delegation also proposed the preparation of a specific plan of action for reconstruction of Afghanistan in the field of industry. 

Ministerial Meeting considered the progress on the preparation of ECO Regional Industrial Cooperation Strategy as well as progress on ECO Cooperation in the fields of Small and Medium sized Enterprises (SMEs), Industrial Property Rights and the establishment of Technology Transfer Center. Some project proposals in the field of petro-chemicals, minerals, food industry were also considered in the High Level Expert Group Meeting and Senior Officials meetings. The Meeting also considered Draft plans of action in the fields of SMEs and Industrial Property Rights. 

The establishment of proposed ECO Regional Organization for Standardization, Conformity Assessment and Metrology (ROSCAM) will be instrumental in industrial development and enhancement of trade through adoption of international standards in the region, harmonization of standards, increased quality and reciprocal recognition of the laboratory test and conformity assessment products etc. The meeting considered the developments for the establishment of ROSCAM as well.
The Meeting considered and adopted the ECO Plan of Action on Privatization. The Plan envisages enhanced technical cooperation, establishment of a website, some measures for increasing cross country investments, policy dialogue etc. 

The Meeting also adopted Istanbul Declaration on industrial cooperation. 

Istanbul Declaration
For Industrial Cooperation Development in ECO Countries

Taking into consideration the Article II of İzmir Treaty, Quetta Action Plan and relevant parts of ECO Vision regarding industrial cooperation,

Reiterating the directives of Tehran Declaration for industrial cooperation among ECO member states, 

Bearing in mind the evolving role of industry in the economic and social development of the ECO region,

Underlining the strong desire of ECO Member States for further enhancing ECO cooperation on industry in order to cope with the challenges of global competition,                             

We, the Ministers of Industry and the Heads of Delegation to the Second ECO Ministerial Meeting on Industry, held on 25 November 2005, in Istanbul resolve as under:  

1. Underline the need for enhancing competitive power of our countries in terms of quality and price, design and technology as well as efficiency of supply chain and                                                                                                                                              value chain, dependability of delivery systems and after sale services.
2. Welcome the finalization of ECO Agreement on Promotion of Protection of Investment (APPI) and emphasize the importance of improving investment environment in our countries, particularly openness of the economy, positive role of the government budget and regulations, quality of technology, quality of business management, infrastructure and workmanship in a way to support private sector activities etc.

3. Agree to intensify our efforts for a more competitive ECO Region in terms of products as well as investment environment and manpower, in this respect, corresponding with international trends to attach utmost importance to continuous training of the manpower, skills development and improving investment climate in line with the foresights of the Action Plan adopted in the First Ministerial Meeting held in Tehran.   

4. Welcome the positive developments in 2004 in terms of economic recovery in the ECO region

5. Emphasize the crucial contribution of industrial cooperation for promotion of intra-regional trade and the development of technological infrastructure.

6. Firmly believe that the preparation of the Regional Industrial Cooperation Strategy will further contribute to the prosperity and development of our countries and take note with appreciation the progress achieved in this regard, 

7. Emphasize the importance of the active participation of the private sector as one of the main components of Regional Industrial Cooperation and resolve to encourage our private sector for enhancement of intra-ECO trade and investments and private sector development and to take necessary measures for the solution of the problems of private sector in investing in the ECO region.

8. Appreciate rapid progress realized in the field of industry since 1st Ministerial Meeting on Industry held in Tehran in 2004, especially realization of 9 meetings where several studies and basic documents were prepared and certain projects were proposed.

9. Appreciate the efforts of ECO Secretariat for further enhancing industrial cooperation among ECO countries and support the strengthening of the human resources capacity of the ECO Secretariat in the field of industry.
10. Underline the role of efficient regional cooperation in compensating the negative externalities resulting from structural transformation and industrial re-structuring.
11. Recognize the need for preparation of specific strategies for sub-sectors  determined in the Plan of Action by the 1st EGM on Preparation of Industrial cooperation, on a priority basis, as done for the automotive and automotive components sectors.
12. Invite all member countries to take a more active part in the preparation of studies/strategies for sub-sectors envisaged in the Article 6 of Tehran Declaration.
13. Welcome the project proposals by our member countries in the fields of petro-chemicals, textile, minerals and chemical industries etc.  and invite private sector for their  active involvement in such projects.

14. Underline the importance of improved linkages and efficient networking of our businessmen, industrialists, technologists, experts and manpower for sharing experiences, best practices, enhancing investments and skills, development of a common business culture and language.
15. Invite greater foreign direct investment and technology transfer to our region especially through private sector which are critical for boosting economic development in the region.

16. Take note with appreciation the report on the establishment of ECO Regional Organization for Standardization, Conformity Assessment, Accreditation and Metrology (ROSCAM) and preparation of the Strategy for cooperation in these fields presented by the coordinators countries and request our relevant officials to finalize the pending issues at the earliest. 

17. Appreciate the preparation of Draft Plans of Action on SMEs, Industrial Property Rights, ECO Transfer of Technology Center (ETT-Center).
18. Approve the Plan of Action on Privatization and resolve to implement it effectively.

19. Decide to contribute   more actively to the reconstruction of Afghanistan through programmes under the umbrella of ECO as well as through bilateral assistance projects in the field of industry, especially Small and Medium Sized Enterprises, minerals, oil and gas with the participation of private sector.

20. Considering trade facilitation as an efficient tool for enhancing industrial cooperation and development, welcome the recent developments with regard to ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA), ECO Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ECO-CCI), ECO Transit Trade Framework Agreement (ECO-TTFA) and stress the importance of early signing and ratification of ECOTA for its expeditious implementation.
21. Welcome the developments in the process of the establishment of ECO-Trade and Development Bank which will contribute to the industrial development of member countries.

22. Endorse the reports of HLEG and Senior officials as well as other relevant events held after the 1st Ministerial Meeting on Industry and welcome the proposals for hosting the various events mentioned in the reports of the HLEG and SOM.

23. Extend our appreciation to the Ministry of Industry and Trade of the Republic of Turkey especially His Excellency Ali COŞKUN, the Minister for the excellent arrangements for the meeting and traditional hospitality.
24. Welcome the offer of Islamic Republic of Pakistan to host the Third ECO Ministerial Meeting on Industry in 2006 in Pakistan and also the offer of Islamic Republic of Iran to host 2nd High Level Experts Group Meeting in mid-summer 2006 in Tehran.

Kabul hosted ECO Trade & Investment Conference
The ECO Trade & Investment Conference was held in Kabul on 9-10 November 2005. The Ministry of Commerce of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Afghan Investment Support Agency (AISA) and the ECO-Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ECO-CCI) were the hosts of the said Conference. The representatives of ECO member states i.e. Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, and Turkey as well as international organizations/ institutions such as UNCTAD, UNDP, ADB, World Bank, UNIDO, and TICA attended the Conference. The Conference was inaugurated by Mr. Hedayat Amin Arsala, Senior Advisor to the President and Minister of Commerce of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and Mr. Askhat Orazbay, the Secretary General of ECO.

In order to enhance the turnout of this Conference and further strengthen ECO member states’ cooperation on Private Sector Promotion in Afghanistan and Regional Development, on the sidelines of this Conference a number of meetings/activities were also organized simultaneously i.e. “Seminar on ECO’s Participation in the Reconstruction of Afghanistan”, “4th ECO High Level Expert Group Meeting on Trade, Investment, and Other Related Matters”, “10th Executive Committee Meeting of ECO Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ECO-CCI)”, “ECO-CCI Trade Fair”.

Particularly, the 4th HLEG meeting among other things discussed/considered the Action Plan for early implementation of ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA), preparation of Optional Protocol on Fast Track Approach to ECOTA, ECO Trade and Investment Development Strategy and Private Sector Development in the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and Regional Development. In addition, it was highlighted that ECO being an intergovernmental organization representing genuine desires of the people and the political wills of the member states might act as a clearing house or a coordinating body for regional projects and programmes contingent upon its capacity. On the other hand, the 10th Executive Committee Meeting of ECO-CCI discussed new mechanisms and modalities for better interaction between member chambers, business communities of ECO region. The said Committee decided to finalize the Action Plan of ECO-CCI, which would also envisage the ECO Vision for 2015 and submit for the final consideration of the 16th ECO Regional Planning Council meeting proposed to be held in Tehran on the first quarter of 2006. The Seminar on ECO’s Participation in the Reconstruction of Afghanistan concluded with a set of recommendations which inter-alia included endorsement of ECO decision to finance construction of Deh Mazang Public Park in Kabul, a call for increased pledges to the ECO Special Fund for the reconstruction of Afghanistan and assistance to Afghan Government in capacity and institution building process.

On the sidelines of the Conference, ECO-CCI Trade Fair/Exhibition was also organized at the Loya Jirga Site at Kabul Polytechnic University from 9 to 12 November 2005. This exhibition gave the opportunity for around 200 companies from 23 countries to feature their products/goods.

Generally, this Conference with its featured side events/meetings was a major step to promote trade and investment among the ECO member states especially in Afghanistan and provide business-to-business interaction and networking opportunities for the private sector of the region. It has been a great opportunity for the representatives of the region and international community to witness at first hand the progress that Afghanistan have made in its reconstruction process, enabling environment and capacity to hold such Conferences within ECO’s programme of regional integration as well as global interests.
Seminar on ECO’s participation in the Reconstruction of Afghanistan was held in Kabul
A Seminar on ECO’s participation in the reconstruction of Afghanistan was held in Kabul on 9-10 November 2005, on the sidelines of the Third ECO Conference on Trade & Investment.

The Representatives from the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan, Republic of Turkey as well as the ECO Secretariat delegation participated in the meeting. The representatives of the Asian Development Bank (ADB), United Nations Conference on Trade & Development (UNCTAD) and the Turkish International Cooperation Agency (TICA) also attended the Seminar.

The Seminar was chaired by Mr. Mahmoud Saikal, Deputy Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan for Economic Affairs.

The Seminar was inaugurated by Mr. Nazeer Shahidi, Deputy Minister of Economy of Afghanistan, who in his statement briefed the participants on the process of reconstruction that has taken place in the last few years particularly in areas such as health, education and infrastructure. He thanked the ECO and the Member States for participating in the Seminar and called for more pledges in the ECO’s Special Fund for the Reconstruction of Afghanistan.

Mr. Askhat Orazbay, Secretary General of ECO, in his statement congratulated the people of Afghanistan on successfully holding the parliamentary elections and expressed the hope that the elections would lead to peace, progress and prosperity in the country. He briefed the participants about various ECO initiatives aimed at the reconstruction of Afghanistan.

In their statements, the representatives of the participating delegations gave details of the assistance which their respective countries have extended to Afghanistan both on the bilateral and on multilateral basis. They also reiterated their support to the ECO initiatives relating to the efforts towards reconstruction of Afghanistan.

The Seminar concluded with a set of recommendations which inter-alia included endorsement of ECO decision to finance construction of Deh Mazang Public Park, a call for increased pledges to the ECO Special Fund for the reconstruction of Afghanistan and assistance to Afghan Government in capacity and institution building process.

The participants also visited the project site of the proposed Deh Mazang Public Park where they were briefed by the Mayor of Kabul and other officials of the Municipality.
2nd Meeting of the Heads of Reference Marine Organizations of the ECO Member States 

The 2nd Meeting of the Heads of Reference Marine Organizations of ECO Member States was held in Istanbul (Turkey) on November 17-18, 2005. The Meeting was attended by the delegations of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Islamic Republic of Pakistan and Republic of Turkey. The ECO Secretariat delegation was headed by Mr. Masroor A. Junejo, Deputy Secretary General (Transport & Communications).

The meeting was preceded by High Level Experts’ Group Meeting on November 16, 2005 chaired by Mr. Hasan Naiboglu, Deputy Undersecretary for Maritime Affairs of Turkey. The Experts’ Group thoroughly discussed the agenda for the Heads of Reference Marine Organizations and prepared a draft report for their consideration.

The meeting was inaugurated by Mr. Ismet Yilmaz, Undersecretary for Maritime Affairs of Turkey. In his opening statement, Mr. Yilmaz gave the background of ECO. He described the sea as a common heritage of mankind which needed to be free from pollution. He stressed for effective transportation linkages within the region and called for a need to set up a data base on maritime affairs for use by ECO Member States. The opening session was also addressed by Mr. Masroor A. Junejo, Deputy Secretary General, who briefed the participants on various ECO initiatives aimed at cooperation in the field of marine transport.  

The participating Member States reaffirmed their desire to promote cooperation in maritime affairs in the ECO region. They also reiterated their resolve to assist the land-locked ECO Member States in terms of UN Almaty Plan of Action. The meeting concluded with a set of recommendations, which inter alia included establishment of a committee to study tariff structure within the region, development of a data base, proposal to sign an MOU on Safety and Security Measures, exchange of training facilities, etc.

The delegation of Pakistan offered to host the next meeting of the Heads of Reference Marine Organizations of ECO Member States in Pakistan. It may be recalled that the First Meeting of the Heads of Reference Marine Organizations was held in Tehran in October 2003.
33rd Ministerial Meeting of Railways Cooperation Organization (OSJD) held in Tehran

The periodical Ministerial Meeting of OSJD was held on 2-5 October 2005 in Tehran in two parts, Experts meeting and Ministerial Meeting. Representatives from five ECO Member States including Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic and Republic of Uzbekistan participated in this meeting.

During the meeting, most of the Railway issues raised and discussed by the representatives of participating countries and also participants from relevant international organizations. 

One of the most important issues raised in this meeting was the development of OSJD transit corridors. In this regard the meeting identified 13 corridors in the domain of the organization and suggested necessary measures to be taken for activating these corridors until 2010. Also with regard to the problem of long stops in the borderlines (25-35 hours), a commission was established under the supervision of EEC to identify the bottlenecks and find appropriate solutions to facilitate border line traffic. Another most important issue was the OSJD and ESCAP joint project for demonstration run container trains. 

Regulation on dangerous goods’ transportation was also discussed and in this regard, the meeting modified the regulation related to classes and application of containers. Also OSJD was appointed to hold joint meeting with OTIF and EEC in order to inform and update dangerous goods list. 

Revision of SMGS is another issue that was raised in this meeting. In this respect, due to the long term application of SMGS in transportation and the necessity to improve and review it, some measures have been taken in making it international and confront with COTIF and CIM regulations. Moreover, it was decided that SMGS shall also include parties’ rights and methods of concluding contracts.
ECO Postal Authorities Met in Tehran

Second meeting of ECO Postal Authorities was held on 8-9 November, 2005, at the ECO Secretariat in Tehran. The meeting which was hosted by the postal authorities of the Islamic Republic of Iran was attended by delegations from the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan and Republic of Turkey. 
The meeting was inaugurated by Dr. Mohammed Pour, Deputy Minister for Education, Research and International Affairs of the Ministry of Information and Communication Technology of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The Meeting discussed various technical issues relating to postal cooperation among the ECO Member States and explored ways for expansion of the cooperation in this regard.

The result of the discussions on the decisions made in previous meeting in Kyrgyz Republic in 2004 and implementation of those decisions was initiating new mechanisms for commencing the made decisions. Issuing joint stamps and holding philatelic exhibitions, taking more advantage of existing postal training centers within the ECO region, establishing a database for collection and exchange of information on postal products and technologies introduced by the Member States and exchanging experiences on privatization, liberalization, commercialization and coorporatization on postal activities were among issues discussed in the meeting and proper solutions for commencing those and other projects were initiated. The Meeting decided to hold the 3rd Meeting of ECO Postal Authorities in Istanbul/Turkey after Turkish delegation agreed to host the next meeting.
Feasibility Study on the Rehabilitation of Nawar Bridge of Hesarak in Nangarhar Province of Afghanistan

H.E. Mr. Askhat Orazbay, the Secretary General of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), handed over a copy of draft feasibility study prepared by the ECO-Consultancy & Engineering Company (Pvt) Ltd (ECO-CEC) on the rehabilitation of Nawar Bridge of Hesarak in Nangarhar Province to H.E. Mr. Muhammad Umer Daudzai, Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan in Tehran and Permanent Representative to the ECO on 24th October, 2005, for consideration of the Afghan authorities. The report will be finalized after the receipt of the views of the Government of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan.

 The said feasibility study was awarded to ECO-CEC through an agreement signed on June 13, 2004, in Tehran. The engineers and technical experts of ECO-CEC visited the project site in July and August 2005 to collect data and carry out necessary studies. ECO attaches high priority to participation in the ongoing international efforts aimed at the reconstruction of Afghanistan and the aforementioned study is one of the many initiatives that the ECO has taken in that direction.
Nawar Bridge is located near Hesarak, Nangarhar Province of Afghanistan at a distance of about 75 km from Jalalabad and 35 km from Sorobi, a town situated between Jalalabad and Kabul.  
OTIF Director General Called on ECO Secretary General: 

Mr. Stefan Schimming, Director General of International Organization for International Carriage by Rail (OTIF) paid a courtesy call on Mr. Askhat Orazbay, ECO Secretary General, on October 4, 2005 at the ECO Secretariat in Tehran. 
In this meeting OTIF Director General gave a comprehensive report of the activities of his Organization which deals with railway transport of its 42 member states of which Iran and Turkey from the ECO are also included. He explained that the important protocol of 3 June 1999 for the Modification of the Convention Concerning International Carriage by Rail (COTIF) needs one more member state’s ratification to come into force.

In response, ECO Secretary General briefed his guest, who was in Iran to attend the 33rd Railway Ministerial Meeting of OSJD. He specifically referred to the important strategic railway route connecting Almaty in Kazakhstan to Istanbul in Turkey and its continuation to China in East and to Europe in the West. The two sides agreed to exchange information on the two Organizations’ activities and work programs in order to explore way of cooperation between them.
ECO Focus
“ECO Vision 2015”, a Step Forward towards Free Trade Area in the Region:   

Since its inception, ECO has contributed to the expansion of cooperation among the member countries and has achieved fruitful results in serving the mutual interest of its member countries. 

ECO main objectives are envisaged in the Treaty of Izmir and the Economic Strategy, approved in 1996, which pursues sustainable economic development of the Member States. 

14th Meeting of the Council of Ministers, held in September 2004 in Dushanbe, endorsed the report of the eminent Persons Group (EPG) in principle and requested the Council of Permanent Representatives (CPR) to further discuss EPG’s report including its proposal for ECO Vision 2015 and submit its recommendations to the 15th COM meeting. 

ECO Vision 2015 envisages the perspective and guidelines for ECO development and regional cooperation in different fields for the next decade. 

ECO Vision 2015 is expected to mobilize all regional potentials towards mutual and regional benefit and will provide a greater role for ECO region in promotion of the world trade and its gradual integration with the world economy.  

ECO Vision: 

We, the Foreign Ministers/Representatives of the Member States of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), today in Astana, reaffirm our commitment towards achieving the aims and objectives of the organization as set forth in the Treaty of Izmir 1996, guided by the need to promote sustainable economic and social development, raise living standards of our peoples and bring them closer through mobilization of the potential for regional cooperation in various fields. 

Recognizing that our rich human and natural resources as well as deep-rooted historical and cultural affinities are important contributing factors for the development of regional cooperation and for enhancing economic growth and prosperity; 

Being at the beginning of the new Millennium after the expansion of the ECO into ten member states in 1992, we wish to adopt a Vision for ECO, taking into account the opportunities and challenges of the globalization process, the rapid social, economic, political and technological developments in the world and the prospects in the decades ahead which need to be addressed adequately through a common and collective approach; 

Reaffirming that promotion of regional peace and stability are among the necessary prerequisites for economic cooperation and progress of our member states; 

Recognizing that the enhancing of friendly bilateral relations on the basis of good neighbourly policies would strengthen the process of regional economic cooperation; 

Acknowledging that sustained and intensified efforts are needed within the framework of ECO to implement social, economic, legal and administrative reforms and to provide for the efficient functioning of markets; 

Keeping in view the priorities laid down in the Economic Cooperation Strategy, we affirm that the ECO is an effective organization for the modernization and development of the region and would facilitate the regional integration as well as gradual integration of the member states into the world economy; 
Reiterating our determination to enhance regional economic cooperation in line with aspirations of our peoples, we have resolved to undertake the following: 
Trade and Investment 

· We commit ourselves to gradually reduce tariffs to the extent already agreed in ECO Trade Agreement (ECOT A) and remove para tariffs and non-tariff barriers in trade among the ECO member states by the year 2015 so as to increase intra- regional trade from the present level of 6% to 20% and are determined to move towards establishment of a Free Trade Area in the ECO Region as a priority task. Therefore, we attach importance to the accession and/or the ratification and the implementation of ECOTA at the earliest and to the active participation of member states in liberalization of trade policies, harmonization of customs laws and regulations and simplification of visa procedures particularly for the businessmen. 

· We also recognize that other trade facilitation measures such as E-trade and Investment Information Networking could playa vital role in promoting trade exchange among Member States. 

· We recognize that inter - governmental dialogue and programs on technical cooperation in the areas such as transport and trade promotion, use of ICT in business transactions and training seminars on these topics are needed for trade facilitation and improvement of the competitiveness of the ECO Member States enterprises. We also recognize the importance of the development of a joint strategy for development and regulation of the service markets in the ECO region. 

· We reiterate our belief that in achieving all the set goals of the ECO, private sectors in ECO member states should become more active and play more important role. The relations among the private sector of the member states should be enhanced through cooperation among the Chambers of Commerce of the member states by activating ECO-CCI and by participating in trade fairs and business fora. 

· We note the vital role of the banks and financial institutions in the ECO region in financing and accelerating economic growth, as well as promoting privatization process and structural reforms. To this end, we reiterate that the ECO Trade and Development Bank and ECO Re-insurance Company should be established within one year. 

· We encourage the promotion of investment in the ECO region particularly in the priority areas of trade, transport and energy. In this regard, we shall implement other related instruments such as "Investment Promotion and Protection Agreement in the ECO Region" as soon as possible. 

Transport and Communications 

· We re-emphasize the importance of transport and communications infrastructure in promoting regional economic growth and cooperation as well as the fact that seven member states are landlocked countries. We commit ourselves to the removal of physical and non-physical barriers in transport and communications among the member states as well as to the completion of reconstruction of missing links in road and railway transportation to facilitate the movement of people and commodities within the ECO region. 

· We will implement the Transit Transport Framework Agreement (TTFA) within one year to boost the cooperation among the member states in the fields of transport and trade. 

· We reaffirm our resolve to operationalize the container and passenger train projects / initiatives connecting the landlocked countries of Central Asia with Europe through different routes in the region including the route through Iran and Turkey and the one through Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan and Turkey. 

· We will support initiatives towards development of projects in a framework of North-South, East-West, TRACECA and the Asian Highway Network transport corridors in the ECO region.
· We fully commit ourselves for the realization of the goals and objectives set forth in the Almaty Declaration and Plan of Action adopted by the UN Conference of Ministers of Transportation of the landlocked countries in 2003 and approved by the UN General Assembly in its 58th session in 2004. 

Energy 

· We resolve our commitment towards establishing interconnection of electric power systems by 2015 in the ECO region to achieve better patterns of production, exchange and trade of electricity, facilitating development of oil and gas pipeline networks in the region to meet the entire region's energy requirements as well as to provide outlets for access to international markets, and promoting cooperation for the development of new and renewable resources of energy and enhancing of efficiency in energy production and use. 

· We decide to develop cooperation in the minerals sector with emphasis on facilitation of the intra-regional trade and investment in this sector and enhanced exchange of the sector-related resource and technological information and experience. 

· We decide to establish the parallel functioning of electric power systems in the ECO region by the year 2015 based on the outcome of the necessary studies in this field with a view to achieve better patterns of production, exchange and trade of electricity; to launch and/or facilitate the development of multiple oil and gas pipeline networks/routes in order to meet region's energy requirements as well as to increase outlets for access to international market; to enhance utilization of renewable and alternative sources of energy, increase energy production and efficiency, establish intra-regional energy market, boost cooperation in promoting investments to energy sector and promote human resources, exchange of the sector-related technological information and experience. 

Finance and Economy 

· We are resolved to harmonize the financial and monetary policies of member states with a view of enhancing regional economic cooperation and accelerating regional economic growth. 

Project and Economic Research 

· We emphasize upon the importance of the economic and project research for ensuring the feasibility and timely execution of ECO projects and programmes. Properly researched projects could effectively contribute towards enhancement of cooperation between the ECO member states. 

Industry 

· We are determined to accelerate the pace of industrial development of our countries and the region and to that end, we would engage in mutual cooperation at the regional level, coherent with the ECO Regional Cooperation Strategy of Industry. 

· We intend to adopt policies and strategies for the promotion and attraction of Foreign Direct Investment in the region in conjunction with effective privatization policies and measures. 

· We will create a stable, prosperous and highly competitive ECO industrial region where there is a conducive environment for freer flow of goods, services, investment and capital for the realization of the ECO Investment Area by 2010 and free flow of investment by 2015. 

· We will promote a modem and competitive small and medium enterprises (SMEs) sector in ECO, which will contribute to the industrial development of the region. 

· We will accelerate the development of science and technology including information technology by establishing a regional IT-Network and centers of excellence for dissemination of and easy access to data and information. 
Agriculture 

· We commit to make our region secure in food supply by the year 2015 by increasing accessibility and availability of food through enhancing food production, preventing food losses at different stages of production and diversification of food resources through the utilization of new technologies. 

· We will adopt a common and effective approach to prevent the spread of animal diseases and pests of plants and plant products through integrated policies/plans. 

· We will enhance efficient use of natural resources especially water resources of the region through water management policies/programs/plans, utilization of new technologies and increasing the water use efficiency in the region. 

Environment 

· We will intensify cooperation in the field of environment by jointly addressing common concerns and regional problems and taking necessary actions in cooperation with relevant international organizations with a view to contribute to sustainable development and improve the quality of life of our peoples. 

Human Resource Development and Poverty Alleviation:

We commit to: 
· Take necessary measures for the development of human resources and to improve social, educational and health standards of our peoples, .Drastically reduce the poverty and hunger, 

· Upgrade the training of the workforce, so as to make it competitive, especially in hi-tech industries, including, inter-alia, information technology, 

· In compliance with the UN Millennium Development Goals, intensify poverty reduction efforts through human resource development, special programmes at national and regional levels to accelerate development of areas lagging behind in economic growth and appropriate income re-distribution policies, 

· Ensure that all the girls and boys of the member states are able to complete primary schooling by the year 2015,

 Reduce by two thirds the Mortality rate among children under five and reduce by three quarters the maternal mortality ratio by the year 2015. 
Drug Control, Organized Crimes and Related Matters 

· We will intensify coordinated regional activities, by establishing an institutionalized network for drug demand reduction and combating illicit drug trafficking in the implementation of the ECO Plan of Action on Drug Control. 

· We reiterate our commitment to create a healthy economic environment through concerted efforts and to harmonize policies for combating terrorism and transnational organized crime such as drug and human trafficking and money laundering that undermine peace and stability in the region. 

Tourism 

1. We will facilitate the movement of people throughout the region and the development of appropriate infrastructures at the national and regional levels as well as take necessary steps to promote ECO region as a tourism destination and increase the ECO region's share in the global tourism, keeping in view our shared history and cultural affinities. To that end, we shall consider the possibility of adopting a simple and expeditious visa process to encourage people to people contact in the region taking into account the experiences of other regions. 
ECO Articles
Establishment of the ECO Agricultural Biotechnology Network (ECO-ABN)

By: Mr. Farivar Farzam, Research Officer of the ECO Secretariat 

Introduction

Around 800 million people in the world are currently hungry and malnourished, 1.2 billion living on less than $1 a day and populations in the developing countries in which the vast majority of these hungry and poor people live projected to increase by 75 million a year for the next 30 years.  The agriculture, including fisheries and forestry, can supply and deliver the additional 1 billion tons of cereals needed to achieve the aggregate production growth rates  projected by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), which in case many more people will have adequate food supplies.
ECO population is increasing around 2 percent annually. This population growth will require incremental increases in food production to meet the increasing demand.  This demand will be met mainly from the land that is already under severe pressure and degradation caused by drought, salinity, uptake of nutrients and low organic matter etc. Food producers also face the combined challenges of reduced water availability and rapidly increasing pressure of diseases and pests. 

Under these circumstances, biotechnology brings about a significant step forward in increasing yield, improving nutrition, and ensuring the sustainability of present fragile agricultural ecosystems. Biotechnology may also offer solutions for preserving genetic diversity which is crucial for the quality of life on the earth due to several factors including enhancing food quality, sustainable agriculture hence food security, environmental factors etc. 

Biotechnology is defined as "Any technological application that uses biological systems, living organisms, or derivatives thereof, to make or modify products or processes for specific use" by the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). Although there are some controversial issues such as Genetically Modified Organisms/Foods which demands consideration and coordination among ECO member countries on case by case basis, there is little controversy about many aspects of biotechnology and its applications. 

Where it has been adopted, agricultural biotechnology has dramatically affected the lives of the smallholder farmers that make up so much of the farming community. It has given major productivity and economic gains, reduced and better-targeted pesticide/herbicide usage, reduced environmental pollution, and significant reductions in health risks associated with pesticide exposure.

Since the start of biotechnology in the industrialized countries in 1970s, developing countries have progressively adopted and adapted agricultural biotechnology as a contribution to solving their social and economic development problems.  At the moment, all developing countries are using agricultural biotechnology in different forms depending on their economic, scientific and technological status. In 2001, the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) recommended the widest application of biotechnology in developing countries. In 2002, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), emphasized that developing countries should rely on agricultural biotechnology along with other agricultural technologies. In fact, many of biotechnology activities on developing countries rely on agricultural biotechnology, such as in-vitro production of plant tissues or organs, producing virus– and pathogen-free plants, genetic engineering, genomics, and food fermentations. However, only a few of developing countries are capable of carrying out all the research-and-development activities.

What benefits have the current crops brought to those who use them, develop them and consume their products?  Not unexpectedly considering the short time they have been available, it’s fair to say that the picture is still somewhat unclear due to the paucity of large- scale monitoring and economic studies.  However, it seems from the analysis of data provided by the United States Department of Agriculture, that although there has not been any significant reduction in the total use of herbicides, farmers have switched from using 3 or 4 different compounds to using only one or two, the main one being glyphosate which is generally recognized to be ecologically more benign than many of the other herbicides that it has replaced.  (Source: Biotechnology,GMOs, Etheic and Food Production, James Dargie, Director, Joint FAO/IAEA Division Agriculture Department Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations)

As FAO indicated, in some biotechnological applications, caution must be exercised in order to reduce the risks incurred such as development of more aggressive weeds, loss of biodiversity and possible hazards with transferred toxins etc. In this framework, there is a need for developing guidelines for using biotechnology an area in which member countries may also cooperate.  

Cooperation in agricultural biotechnology has been discussed in various ECO forums with a view to enhance the capacity of member states in research and development of biotechnology and its application in agriculture. Recently, the issue was taken up the 13th RPC Meeting (Para 73 of its Report), the 1st ECO Senior Officials Meeting and the Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture. 

The 1st ECO Senior Officials Meeting on Agriculture held in July 2004 in Tehran, Iran, supported the proposal of I.R. of Iran to enhance agricultural biotechnology capacity in the ECO region through establishment of a regional agricultural biotechnology network. The ultimate goal of the network is to assist the national agricultural researchers to apply biotechnology to meet national and regional needs in agricultural biotechnology. Agricultural Biotechnology Research Institute of Iran (ABRII) will coordinate and provide training, consultancy and laboratory facilities for the above mentioned activities.

Also, the 2nd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture held on 6-7 December 2004 in Antalya, Turkey welcomed and endorsed the offer of Islamic Republic of Iran to establish a Network for Agricultural Biotechnology.

Moreover, H.E. Secretary General during his visit to the Agricultural Biotechnology Research Institute of Iran (ABRII) and its laboratories in Karaj supported the idea of establishment of the ECO Biotechnology Network and underlined that the issue in its initial stages could be supported by the ECO feasibility fund. 

Accordingly, ECO Secretariat and ABRII as coordinator institute have prepared a draft project proposal for circulation among the member states for their views and comments. The proposal has been included in the agenda of the Council of Permanent Representatives (CPR) and approved to be utilized of USD 50,000 from the Feasibility Fund for this project.   
Overall Purpose of the Project (ECO-ABN) 

The main purpose of this project is to provide the National Agricultural Research Institutes (NARIs) in ECO countries with an efficient tool for collaborative research in biotechnology. According to the decision of the 1st ECO Senior Officials Meeting on Agriculture, the ultimate goal of the ECO-ABN is to assist the national agricultural researchers to apply biotechnology to meet their own national needs.

This project aims at improving NARIs' access to new biotechnology tools by facilitating cooperation with one another and with advanced laboratories in and out the region. 

A Regional Coordination Unit will be established at ABRII with close cooperation of ECO Secretariat to provide facilities for the meetings and also monitoring the activities of the Network.
Country level workshops/brainstorming sessions on key issues relating to promotional constraints and need assessment, relating to faster adoption of agricultural biotechnology in ECO region, will be organized in selected countries having potential and policies for adoption of agricultural biotechnology and will identify key areas that a number of the partnership programs will target.

ECO-ABN will take part in these workshops and will try to mobilize participation/contribution of the other regional/international organizations to these events. 1st workshop/ Expert Group Meeting will held on April 2006 in Karaj.

After the finalization of the project within two years, the ECO-ABN will continue to functions as a regional network/database/center affiliated to the Economic Cooperation Organization.  

During 2nd visit of H.E. Mr. Orazbay, Secretary General of ECO, the parties negotiated on different aspects of this project and establishment of 1st Expert Group Meeting/ Workshop was approved to be held in April 2006 in Karaj.
I would like to express my thanks to  Mr. Mirzaei, Ex-Research Officer (DAIH), Dr. Hosseini, Adviser in ABRII for their contributions to this article.
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· Biotechnology, GMO’s, ethics and food production, James Dargie,  Director, Joint FAO / IAEA Division Agriculture Department Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

· Draft project proposal on establishment of the ECO agricultural network. 
ECO Interviews

H.E. Bozkurt Aran, Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey to the Islamic Republic of Iran and Permanent Representative to ECO is a Career diplomat. Before posting to Iran he was permanent representative of the Republic of Turkey at the United Nations Education and Scientific Organization (UNESCO) in Paris. The following is a short interview with Ambassador Aran. 
Q:
 “ECO Vision 2015” was one of the approvals of the 15th COM, recently held in Astana. How do you evaluate ECO Vision2015?

A:
ECO is a very significant organization from Turkish perspective and has a promising future. At present, all member countries especially the three founding members are trying to give more impetus to the organization and increase its coverage in terms of economy relations. ECO Vision is an attempt in this regard. ECO vision, of course, should not be considered as a road map, rather is a compilation of ideas.  We feel it gives us guidance for the future. 
Q:
What assistance could your government provide for the promotion of regional cooperation in ECO?

A:
Turkey is one of the founding members. We are paying the lion share of the expenses and we have no problem with that. Moreover, Turkey’s quarter of a century experience in liberal economy is an asset in itself. We believe Turkey has much to offer to the Organization. On the other hand, we would like the Secretariat to become more effective and strong. In the future, extra budgetary resources should be sought after.  By that I mean for certain projects might be financed by certain countries. We have not done it so far. We would like to see the Secretariat accelerate the process of creating a catalogue of viable economic projects.  

Q:
In your opinion what are the main challenges for ECO to become a successful regional organization such as ASEAN?

A:
First of all ASEAN is not an economic organization. It has some deliberate political connotations.  ECO is a sole economic organization as I have mentioned.  There are different levels of development within the organization, so the experiences we might share among ourselves are usually confined to limited areas. ASEAN has been going for long period of time.   

If countries have even more strong will to enhance cooperation within the ECO that could be done. At the moment, I see that the countries are developing that kind of willingness. The direction has given by ECO Vision. We have strong engine, plenty of fuel and willingness. So I think this Organization could realize its potential in future.
Q:
How we may strengthen the efficiency of ECO bodies such as COM?

A:
The Council of Ministers (COM) is the sovereign authority of the organization.  I do not see any short coming in this body.  Obviously, the fundamentals of ECO policies should be dealt together by the representatives and the Secretariat and the out come should be brought to the attention of the Ministers who will make their sovereign political decisions.   Of course, as I said before everything depends on the willingness of the member countries. 

Q:
As the last question, you may raise any issue to be useful for ECO strengthening.

A:
This is an important organization and it has almost reached its maturity. It is important to keep this Organization as a vehicle for our cooperation. 

ECO News

ECO and staff of ECO donates US $ fifty two thousand one hundred for the earthquake victims of Pakistan

H.E. Mr. Askhat Orazbay, the Secretary General of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), visited the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan in Tehran on 1st November 2005 and presented a cheque of US dollars 50,000 on behalf of the ECO Members States to H.E. Mr. Iqbal Ahmed Khan, Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan for the ongoing relief efforts for the people of Pakistan who were affected by the disastrous earthquake of 8th October. It may be recalled that the ECO Council of Permanent Representatives in its 105th meeting held on 19th October 2005 had decided to contribute this amount to Pakistan as a gesture of solidarity and goodwill for the people of Pakistan in these testing times.

The Secretary General also expressed his deep condolences and sympathy over the colossal loss of life and property and prayed that the Government and the people of Pakistan will soon be able to overcome the difficulties caused by the earthquake.

The Ambassador of Pakistan expressed deep gratitude on behalf of the President, the Prime Minister and the Foreign Minister of Pakistan and on his own behalf for this gesture and stated that the donation would go a long way to alleviate the sufferings of affectees. He asked the Secretary General to convey his deep appreciation for this gesture to other members of ECO as well.

The Secretary General also presented to the Ambassador a cheque of US Dollars two thousand one hundred contributed by the staff of the ECO Secretariat. Acknowledging, the Ambassador said that he was deeply touched by this act of kindness.

ECO Secretariat bids farewell to its Staff
Mr. Mohammad Mirzaei, Program Officer, Mr. Mozaffar Torabi, Research Officer, Ms Gulmira Urazova, Assistant to the Accountant and three stenos Mr. Talib Hussain, Mr. Mohammad Akbar and Mr. Manzoor Hussain left ECO Secretariat after completing their tenures. 
A reception was held at the Secretariat on their farewell.  Speaking on the occasion, the ECO Secretary General praised them for their hard work and dedication to the Organization.  Rich tributes were also paid to them by their colleagues who wished them good health, happiness and success in their future endeavours.
New staff joined the ECO Secretariat

Mr. Kubat Umurzakov, Kyrgyz national, joined the ECO Secretariat in October as Economic Research Director.  He has replaced Mr. Ermek Ibraimov who has left the Secretariat.
Mr. Davood Rezaei Eskandari and Mr. Farivar Parviz Farzam, Iranian nationals, joined ECO Secretariat as Program Officer and Research Officer respectively replacing their colleagues who left the Secretariat after completion of their tenures.
Mr. Qazi Hafeez Ur-Rahman, Pakistani national, also joined ECO Secretariat in October as Administration Assistant. He has replaced Mr. Mateen Ahmad Farooqi who has left the Secretariat after the completion of his tenure.
Mr. Ghulam Muhammad, Mr. Zahid Hussain and Mr. Rafiq Ahmed, new stenos from Pakistan also joined the Secretariat replacing their colleagues who left the Secretariat after completion of their tenures.
(((
In Commemoration of the
13th Anniversary of the ECO Day
The Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) is an intergovernmental organization which was originally established in 1985 as a trilateral Regional Economic Cooperation Organization between Iran, Pakistan and Turkey.  It is the successor organization of the Regional Cooperation for Development (RCD) which was formed between the three mentioned countries and remained active since its inception from 1964 up to 1979.  With accession of seven new countries, ECO was expanded to 10 Member States. Countries namely Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan joined ECO on 28 November 1992.  This day that is marked with the expansion of ECO from a trilateral regional cooperation into a 10 members states organization is being celebrated each year as the ECO Day. 
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