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Message of ECO Secretary General
Dear Readers

This issue of the ECO Bulletin is being published at a time when all the member states of ECO particularly the Republic of Tajikistan and the ECO Secretariat are gearing up to make the forthcoming ECO Summit scheduled to be held in Dushanbe on 14 September 2004 a success.

The Summit will provide an opportunity to the ECO leaders to review the achievements of the Organization since they last met in Istanbul in October 2002 particularly in the priority areas of trade, transport and energy. They will also discuss the challenges being faced by the region in the wake of globalization and other political developments that are taking place in the world. The Summit is expected to adopt Dushanbe Declaration, that will chalk out the future course of the Organization and will serve as a guideline for all the Member States for future activities. 

In June 2004, I visited Pakistan as part of the familiarization tour. During this visit I had the privilege of being received by the President of Pakistan and other Pakistani dignitaries. I discussed with them matters of mutual interest and the issues likely to be taken up during the forthcoming Summit.

During the period between June and August 2004, several meetings/activities have taken place. We have tried to give brief details of the same in this issue. 

I am grateful to Ambassador Javid Husain and Mr. Nurritdin Kayumov for contributing articles for this issue of ECO Bulletin. I hope that we would receive similar cooperation from other diplomats, scholars and academicians of the ECO region.

Askhat Orazbay 
ECO Focus on
8th ECO Summit Meeting
The Heads of State/Government of the member states meet biennially or more often if considered necessary by the member states. The Summit meetings review the objective conditions and progress in implementation of ECO programmes and projects and also serve as the highest level forum for exchange of views on regional and global issues of common interest to the ECO region.

So far, seven ECO Summit Meetings have been held in the member states i.e. 1st Summit Meeting (Tehran: February 16-17, 1992), 2nd Summit Meeting (Istanbul: July 6-7, 1993), 3rd Summit Meeting (Islamabad: March 14-15, 1995), 4th Summit Meeting (Ashgabat (May 14, 1996), 5th Summit Meeting (Almaty: May 11, 1998), 6th Summit Meeting (Tehran: June 10, 2000) and 7th Summit Meeting (Istanbul: October 14, 2002). In addition, an extraordinary ECO Summit Meeting was held in Ashgabat on May 14, 1997.

The 8th ECO Summit Meeting will be held on 14 September 2004 in Dushanbe, Tajikistan. The Summit will be chaired by H.E. Mr. Emomali Rakhmanov, President of the Republic of Tajikistan. The meeting will be preceded by Senior Officials’ meeting on 10-11 September and 14th Council of Ministers meeting on 12 September. During the meeting the Heads of State/Government of the Member States will make their statements and give new policy guidelines to be followed by ECO. The representatives of international organizations invited to the Summit Meeting will also deliver their statements and inform the meeting on their plans and programmes with regard to cooperation with ECO and their activities in the region. 
At the end of the Summit meeting the Heads of States will adopt a Dushanbe Declaration stressing the importance of the sustainable ECO cooperation in all priority areas as well as other fields of the economy and expressing their support to implement and promote cooperation in regional activities leading towards economic prosperity in the region and successful integration into the world economy. 
ECO gives excellence awards to the nationals of its Member States for outstanding research work in the fields of economics, research, culture, literature and fine arts, science, technology, education, agriculture and environment. These awards will be presented to winners on the sidelines of the 8th ECO Summit.
14th Council of Ministers (COM) meeting
As per the Treaty of Izmir, ECO holds COM meetings annually on a rotational basis in the territories of the ECO Member States. The COM is the highest policy decision making organ of ECO. It comprises of Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the member states or any other representative of full ministerial rank as may be nominated by the Government of the member states.

ECO has held 13 meetings of Council of Ministers in various Member States since 1991. Twelve meetings were held after ECO’s expansion into 10 Member States in 1992  i.e. 1st COM (Tehran: May 22-23, 1991), 2nd COM (Ankara: February 5-6, 1992), 3rd COM (Quetta: February 6-7, 1993), 4th COM (Tehran: January 25-26, 1994), 5th COM (Ashgabat: January 21-23, 1995), 6th COM (Ashgabat: May 11, 1996), 7th COM (Tehran: April 28-29, 1997), 8th COM (Almaty: May 9, 1998), 9th COM (Baku: May 21, 1999), 10th COM (Tehran: June 8, 2000), 11th COM (Dushanbe: May 4, 2001), 12th COM (Istanbul: October 12, 2002) and 13th COM (Bishkek: June 11, 2003).

The forthcoming fourteenth COM meeting will be held on September 12, 2004 at Dushanbe, Tajikistan. The meeting among other things through its agenda will review/consider/approve/adopt various ECO reports, papers and activities carried out since last meeting held in June, 2003 in Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic. These include:

(i) Report of the Secretary General on ECO activities, (ii) The reports of Council of Permanent Representatives (CPR) which is another decision making organ and subordinate to COM, (iii) ECO Secretariat’s budget for 2004, (iv) Winners of ECO Awards for 2004, (v) ECO Secretariat’s Audit Report for 2003, (vi) Appointment of ECO Audit Board, (vii) Report of the 14th meeting of the Regional Planning Council (RPC) including: ECO’s Annual Calendar of Events for 2004-2005 and ECO Secretariat’s Work Program for 2004, (viii) Report of the other sectoral Ministerial meetings held after the 13th COM Meeting, namely; First Ministerial Meeting on Finance and Economy, First Ministerial Meeting on Industry, Second Ministerial Meeting on Commerce & Foreign Trade and Fifth Ministerial Meeting on Transport & Communications, (ix) Implementation of decisions of 13th COM and 7th Summit, (x) Status of Ratification of ECO Agreements, (xii) Secretariat’s Paper on implementation of decisions of the previous Ministerial meetings i.e. Transport & Communications, Commerce & Foreign Trade, Energy, Agriculture and Environment.

The Council will also consider the recommendations made by Eminent Persons Group (EPG) for enhancement and efficiency and effectiveness of the ECO. The EPG was set up by the 13th COM with specific time and collaboration with ECO Secretary General to submit its recommendations to the 14th COM on measures to promote efficiency and effectiveness of ECO for approval.

The Council will take up further the issue on ECO’s participation in reconstruction of Afghanistan. The implementation of the Plan of Action and the establishment of ECO Special Fund for Afghanistan will be considered for approval by the COM.

The Council eventually will prepare a draft agenda and a Dushanbe Declaration to be adopted by 8th ECO Summit which is going to be held soon after COM meeting on September 14, 2004 in Dushanbe, Tajikistan. 

By Mr. Mehmet Ali Saglam

Director Project Research

(((
The Opportunity of a Century
By Ambassador Javid Husain

There are rare moments in the history of nations when decisions taken in the face of new challenges either enable them to  seize the vast opportunities for development and prosperity waiting to be exploited or squander their potential through short-term and short-sighted policies. The ten Member States of the Economic Cooperation Organization are precisely confronted with such a defining moment at this juncture in their history.

The expansion of the ECO to a ten-member regional economic organization in 1992 was a momentous development with potentially far-reaching repercussions both for the Member States and the region. This event opened new and hitherto unimaginable vistas of cooperation and economic growth for the Member States in line with international economic trends and historical currents. It is now for the Member States to realize the potential of the Organization and have a tryst with their destiny.

The ECO currently encompasses a total population of over 370 million and an area of about 8 million square kilometers. The ECO region is endowed with enormous natural resources awaiting development. The Organization’s vast potential for regional economic cooperation is above all based on the solid foundation of cultural affinities, economic complementarities, geographical proximity and absence of serious disputes among its Member States.

If one looks at the past history of the ECO region covering more than one thousand years, one is struck by the historical and cultural bonds which link its constituent states. The peoples of the region derive inspiration from the same cultural heritage. The names of Saadi, Haafiz, Rumi, Attar, Omar Khayyam, Bu Ali Sina, Razi, Ghazali, Al- Farabi, Al-Bayruni, Al-Khwarazmi and Nasir-ul-Din Tusi, just to quote a few, should be familiar to anybody in the region having a passing knowledge of the region’s history.

Fortunately, the ECO Member States also have the advantage of economic complementarities to initiate and expand regional economic cooperation. Just to give a few examples, while some of them like Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan are oil/gas producing and exporting countries, others like Pakistan and Turkey are oil/gas importers. Similarly, while Kazakhstan and Pakistan are exporters of agricultural products like wheat or rice, others like Afghanistan and Iran are importers of these commodities. Some of the ECO Member States are rich in mineral deposits of different types while others are regular importers of those minerals. For instance, Iran exports iron ore while Pakistan imports it. The same is true about the manufacturing sector covering such industries as petrochemicals, textiles, engineering, electrical products, etc. in which some Member States are exporters while others are importers.

The geographical proximity and the absence of serious disputes should act as catalytic factors in facilitating regional cooperation among the Member States.

The experience of the European Union clearly shows the advantage of cultural affinities if the objective is to move towards economic integration among the Member States of a regional economic cooperation organization through the elimination of trade barriers, the expansion of regional cooperation in various economic fields and the harmonization of economic and monetary policies. As the process of regional economic cooperation proceeds apace, it increasingly impinges on political, social and cultural fields. Therefore, serious cultural differences and different world-views among the Member States of a regional economic organization would have the effect of arresting the process of expansion of regional economic cooperation and integration beyond a certain stage.

Before the onset of the colonial era, trade flowed freely within the ECO region facilitated by economic complementarities and geographical proximity. There was also free movement of labour in the region. These exchanges worked to the advantage of the whole region contributing to its prosperity. After the commencement of the colonial era, these links were interrupted. Now that all the states in the ECO region have regained independence, there is no reason why the traditional cultural links should not gradually reassert themselves and economic interaction among them should not gather strength bringing prosperity and closer understanding among the peoples of the region provided their governments adopt prudent policies to encourage these trends.

Regional economic cooperation supplements the efforts at national levels for increased economic prosperity. The route to increased productivity and faster economic growth in a regional economic organization, however, lies primarily through free trade among its member states leading to a more efficient allocation of resources according to the principle of comparative advantage and to economies of large scale production. Further, as economic growth accelerates in the expanded market, new investment opportunities emerge attracting higher levels of foreign investment and technology transfers. In addition, the member states can exercise increased influence in international economic fora if they speak with one voice, thus, safeguarding their interests more effectively. It is for these reasons that there is an undeniable international trend towards the formation of regional economic groupings in various regions of the world. The states in the ECO region can ignore this trend at their peril.

A recent study undertaken by the ECO Secretariat shows that all the Member States would gain substantially in the form of increased intra-regional trade and higher productivity through free trade among themselves. 

Admittedly the ECO has so far failed to realize its full potential since its expansion in 1992. The conflict in Afghanistan during most of the intervening period was a major obstacle blocking the progress towards regional economic cooperation. There was also some inevitable delay because of the time needed to lay down the institutional framework required for achieving the ECO’s objectives. The past differences between the centrally planned economies of the Central Asian Republics and Azerbaijan, on the one hand, and those of the founder Member States, on the other, also slowed down the process of regional economic cooperation. The inexperience of the Member States and their bureaucracies in undertaking regional economic cooperation and their lack of comprehension of the rationale of the ECO were other factors holding the progress of the Organization. Finally, the Member States generally did not give the required attention and political support to the ECO while complaining about its ineffectiveness.

With the laying down of the necessary institutional framework, the stage may have been set for the rapid realization of the ECO’s objectives as enshrined in the Treaty of Izmir. More recently things have started moving in the right direction within the ECO. In July 2003, the ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA) which aims at lowering the maximum tariffs within the ECO region to 15 per cent over a period of 8 years was signed by the ECO Trade Ministers in Islamabad. The Transit Transport Framework Agreement which would facilitate transportation in the ECO region will hopefully come into operation in the near future. Efforts to harmonize the custom regulations and the economic policies of the Member States are in hand. Besides the Meetings of the ECO Foreign Ministers, the ECO over the past few years has started the practice of holding periodically Ministerial Meetings relating to such sectors as trade, energy, transportation, agriculture, environment, economy, etc. These Ministerial Meetings have provided a fresh impetus and necessary technical input to programs of regional cooperation in various economic sectors. Finally, the situation in Afghanistan shows signs of improvement based on the international consensus as embodied in the Bonn Agreement.

Last year, the ECO Council of Foreign Ministers (COM) established an Eminent Persons Group (EPG) to submit recommendations for improving the efficiency and effectiveness of the Organization. The EPG in its Report finalized in May,2004 made a comprehensive set of recommendations for the consideration of the COM at its next Meeting to be held in Dushanbe in September this year. Among other things, it has recommended the adoption of an ECO Vision Statement for 2015, the total dismantling of tariff and non-tariff barriers among the ECO Member States by 2015 to increase the level of intra-regional from 6 per cent to 20 per cent, increased frequency of the Summit and COM Meetings to provide the necessary political support to the ECO’s activities, greater attention to the priority sectors of trade, transport and energy, the completion of the missing road and rail links within the ECO region and the reorganization of the ECO Secretariat to make it more efficient and dynamic. Hopefully, the EPG Report would receive the due consideration of the Member States.

A regional economic organization will be as active and effective as its Member States want it to be. The ECO, despite its vast potential, is no exception to this rule. If the Member States want the ECO to emerge as a dynamic regional economic organization, they must give it the necessary political support and take an active part in its programs of regional cooperation with special focus on the elimination of tariff and non-tariff barriers, facilitation of transportation and harmonization of economic policies within the region. Above all, the Member States must develop a regional outlook and approach in dealing with various economic issues rather than limiting themselves to narrow and many a time short-sighted nationalistic considerations which are not in their long-term and enlightened self-interest.

The ECO Member States are faced with the opportunity of a century to engage themselves in extensive, far-reaching and mutually beneficial programs of economic cooperation in the interest of rapid economic growth and the prosperity of the whole region. Let us hope that the leadership of the Member States will have the vision and courage to grasp this opportunity which would enable the ECO region to emerge as a powerful force on the international economic scene. Let us also hope that a hundred years down the line, the historian writing the history of the ECO region at this juncture would not be forced to conclude that this opportunity was lost because the governments of the day were simply not able to rise up to the occasion.

Ambassador Javid Husain retired from the Foreign Service of Pakistan in March 2004 after a distinguished diplomatic career.  During his posting at Tehran as the Ambassador of Pakistan (1997-2003), he was also the Pakistan’s Permanent Representative to the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO). Currently, Ambassador Javid Husain represents Pakistan in the ECO Eminent Persons Group (EPG) which has been mandated by the Organization to look into ways and means of improving the ECO’s efficiency and effectiveness in the achievement of its goals and objectives.

ECO Activities
ECO Secretary General visits Islamabad

As part of his familiarization tour Mr. Askhat Orazbay, Secretary General of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) visited Islamabad from 7-9 June 2004. During this visit, he paid courtesy calls on the Pakistani dignitaries, including H.E. General Pervez Mosharraf, President, H.E. Mr. Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali Prime Minister and  H.E. Mr. Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri, Minister for Foreign Affairs, H.E. Mr. Riaz H. Khokhar, Foreign Secretary and, H.E. Mr. Tariq Osman Hydar Additional foreign Secretary (UN & EC) of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 

During the meeting with the President, the Secretary General thanked him for Pakistan’s continued support to ECO’s programmes and projects. The Secretary General briefed the President about the priority projects of ECO such as ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA), Transit Transport Framework Agreement (TTFA), the feasibility study on Interconnection of ECO countries Power Systems funded by Islamic Development Bank (IDB), the establishment of ECO trade and Development Bank and ECO Reinsurance Company, the Almay-Tashkent-Turkmenabad-Tehran-Istanbul Passenger Train Route and the effective participation of ECO in the reconstruction of Afghanistan. The Secretary General also informed the President about the preparation of the 8th ECO Summit scheduled to be held on 14 September  2004 in Tajikistan.

The President assured the Secretary General that Pakistan will continue to extend all possible support for the implementation of the ECO priority projects.  The President highlighted the importance of development of the infrastructure and communications on a priority basis in order to facilitate greater interaction among the member states and economic integration of the region. The President also stressed the need for enhancing effectiveness of the organization enabling it to realize the objectives enshrined in its charter. The President underscored the need for joint action to combat terrorism and drug abuse that are adversely affecting the economic development of the region. 

The Secretary General, in his meeting with the Prime Minister of Pakistan, briefed the later about his future plans for strengthening ECO.  The Prime Minister said that ECO should play a vibrant and effective role in promoting economic and trade relations amongst the member states. 

The Secretary General, during his meetings with the Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Foreign Secretary and the Additional Foreign Secretary of Pakistan, exchanged with them views on matters of mutual interest. ■ 

Azeri Foreign Minister visits ECO Secretariat
His Excellency Mr. Elmar Mamedyarov, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan, who was on an official visit to Tehran, visited ECO Secretariat on 31st July 2004.

During his discussions with the ECO Secretary General Mr. Askhat Orazbay, Mr. Mamedyarov stated that his country attached great importance to the Economic Cooperation Organization which had a great potential to improve the quality of life of the people of this region. He recalled that ECO was the first international organization which his country had joined immediately after independence. The two officials exchanged views on matters of mutual interests including the forthcoming 8th Summit meeting due to be held on 14th September in Dushanbe.

The Secretary General briefed the Azeri Foreign Minister on the ongoing activities of the organization as well as the important events that have taken place since his assumption of the office of Secretary General. Later on, addressing the Directing Staff of the organization, Mr. Mamedyarov reiterated his country’s resolve for further cooperation with ECO. ■
ECO Participates in the 2nd International Fair at Chabahar Free Trade Zone
The Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) has been participating in the Trade Fairs/Exhibitions held inside and outside Iran during the past few years. As in the last year, the ECO Secretariat took part in the 2nd International Fair at Chabahar Free Trade Zone held from 28 July to 06 August 2004. The ECO stall was visited by a large number of visitors who showed keen interest in ECO region’s trade, economic resources and investment opportunities.  The General Manager of the Chabahar Free Trade Industrial Zone Organization and the Governor General of Chabahar also visited the ECO stall and appreciated the efforts of the Organization for the development of the region.

The Secretary General of ECO visited the Fair compound on 2 August and remained at the ECO stall for some time.  During this stay in Chabahar, the ECO Secretary General had very useful meetings with the authorities of the Chabahar Free Trade Zone including Dr. Salari Rad, General Manager of Chabahar Free Trade Industrial Zone Organization. He also visited the ports of Shaheed Qalantri and Shaheed Beheshti at Chabahar. During these calls, the Secretary General underscored the importance of completion of rail-road link between Chabahar and Bam. He praised the authorities for the successful organization of the Fair and called for an increased role of Chabahar Free Trade Zone Ports in connecting the land-locked countries of the ECO member states with the sea port. ■
ECO Sectoral Activities
Transport & Communications
5th Ministerial Meeting on Transport and Communications
The Fifth Ministerial Meeting of ECO Ministers of Transport and Communications was held in Cholpon-Ata, Kyrgyz Republic on 12 August  2004. The Ministers of Transport and Communications of Iran, Kyrgyz Republic, Kazakhstan and Tajikistan as well as high officials of the Ministries of Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Pakistan, Turkey and Uzbekistan attended the Meeting. The meeting was preceded by the meeting of Senior Officials on 10-11 August 2004. 

The meeting was chaired by the Minister of Transport and Communications of Kyrgyz Republic H.E. Mr. Kubanychbek M. Jumaliev, who opened the meeting by reading a message from H.E. Mr Askar Akayev, the President of Kyrgyz Republic. The meeting discussed the entire range of cooperation in the field of Transport & Communications including matters like the future of the ECO Shipping Company, printing of ECO Road and Railway Maps, operationalization of container and passenger trains on the Trans-Asian Main Railway line running between, and implementation of the Transit Transport Framework Agreement (TTFA).

The participating delegations briefed the meeting about the latest activities of their respective governments on implementation of the projects contained in the Programme of Action for ECO Decade of Transport and Communications (1998-2007) particularly in terms of constructions of missing roads and railways links.

The Ministers agreed to hold their 6th Meeting in Tehran in year 2005.■
8th Meeting of the Heads of ECO Railway Authorities
The Eighth meeting of the Heads of ECO Railway Authorities was held in Istanbul on 6-7 July 2004. Representatives from Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey and Uzbekistan as well as the ECO Secretariat attended the meeting. The meeting was chaired by Mr. Suleyman Karaman, Chairman of the Board and General Director/Head of Turkish Railways. 

The meeting discussed matters of cooperation between the ECO railways including container and passenger trains between Istanbul-Almaty, Railway Tariff Policy, China-Middle East-Europe Corridor (Silk Road) and Common Railway Information Area. 

A major outcome of the meeting was the endorsement of a Memorandum of Understanding on ECO Railway Common Tariff Policy in International Freight Traffic finalized in the 5th Expert Group Meeting in Almaty in April 2003. This endorsement paves the way of efficient cooperation in the field of rail transport in the ECO region. 
It was decided that the next meeting of the Heads of ECO Railway Authorities would be held in Bishkek in August 2005. ■
Workshop on Multimodal Transport & Trade Facilitation in the ECO Region   

A three-day workshop on Multimodal Transport and Trade Facilitation for the ECO Region as part of a project sponsored by ECO/IDB/UNCTAD/UNESCAP was held on May 29-31, 2004 in the ECO Secretariat, Tehran.

National Consultants from Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Pakistan and Tajikistan, who had earlier prepared their country reports as well as UNCTAD international consultant participated in the workshop and presented their report. Other participants in the workshop included the representatives of IDB, UNCTAD, representatives of the Government of Afghanistan, Kyrgyz Republic, Islamic Republic of Iran and ECO. Some representatives of the private sector of Iran also attended the Workshop. The workshop was chaired by Mr. Masroor Ahmed Junejo, Deputy Secretary General of ECO.
The workshop was inaugurated by Mr. Askhat Orazbay, Secretary General of ECO. In his statement, the Secretary General stated that ECO attached a high priority to the development of transport and communications in the region. While appreciating the national and international consultants for preparing useful reports, the Secretary General of ECO thanked IDB and UNCTAD for their contribution to the project.
The International Trade & Customs Consultant of UNCTAD, who had prepared a consolidated report, underscored the importance of the project and close relationship between transport and trade and highlighted the need for the availability of complete information on trade and transport. He also recommended partnership between the public and private sectors, establishment of border links and institution of business linkages between associations dealing with trade and transport, raising service standards and simplification of customs procedures.

The workshop concluded with a set of recommendations which, inter alia, include, harmonization of trade and tariff policies, customs procedures, training of customs officials, establishing linkages between trade associations in the trade transport and transit areas and preparation of a trade Guide and web site giving information on trade, transport, transit and customs facilitation institutions and activities. ■
Tade & Investment

Iran, Pakistan and Turkey agree to establish a regional ECO Reinsurance Company
In March 1995, Iran, Pakistan and Turkey agreed to establish ECO Reinsurance Company. The Company shall supplement the existing reinsurance services in the region, promote growth of the national underwriting and retention capacities, minimize the outflow of foreign exchange from the region and to support economic development in the region.

The three member countries decided to form a Trilateral Interim Committee which will meet from time to time to pave the way for the establishment of this important institution. The Trilateral Interim Committee in its various meetings has reviewed the relevant issues such as the development of the business plan and signing of the Articles of Agreement already finalized by a group of Experts from the three founding member countries. 

Accordingly, the last meeting of the Trilateral Interim Committee on the establishment of ECO Reinsurance Company was held on 23-24 June 2004 in Islamabad, Pakistan. It was decided to sign the Articles of Agreement in the next meeting. The meeting also noted that since all the essential and required aspects of the Business Plan for the Reinsurance Company, prepared by a UNDP Consultant, have been covered in the Articles of Agreement of the Company. However, the report could be taken for consideration after the establishment of ECO Reinsurance Company as and when required. ■
1st Meeting of Heads of Privatization Administration 

The First meeting of the Heads of Privatization Administration of the ECO Member States was held on 5 July 2004 in Tehran-Iran. The delegates from Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan participated in the Meeting. 

The Meeting was inaugurated by H.E. Seyed Safdar Hosseini, Minister of Economic Affairs and Finance of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The Minister, while welcoming the delegates, stressed on the necessity of reforming the macro economic structures in privatization process. He said that the success of any privatization program depended on defining effective rules and regulations, preparedness of the investment market and development of human resources.

In his statement, Mr. Askhat Orazbay, Secretary General of ECO said that the successful implementation of privatization programs required a well-defined framework, enabling the responsible unit to move quickly and flexibly. The ECO Member States can cooperate with each other in the formulation of better programmes, preparation of the legal and regulatory framework and improving the efficiency of privatization organizations. He also suggested the consideration of economic, social, managerial and technology related issues within the context of privatization programmes of the Member States.  

The Heads of Delegations of the member states presented their statements on policies and programs for privatization and private sector development in their countries. They described institutional and regulatory framework as well as economic policies aiming at development of market economy and reduction of the role of government in the economy. 

They highlighted common problems relating to privatization and private sector development in their countries such as inadequate regulatory framework; unsuitable business environment; lack of expertise and technical capacity to develop and implement appropriate policies and programs of privatization; lack of strong political will and commitment; lack of awareness about the privatization and its objectives; and inefficient institutional capacity.

Each member country is developing its own policies and programmes. The participants emphasized the need to share their experiences and information and to support each other in implementing successful privatization procedures. They highlighted the importance of regional cooperation among the member states in developing suitable and common approach to address the problems. The privatization programs in the region offer tremendous opportunities for potential investors in the power, oil and gas, telecom, banking and finance, infrastructure and industries sectors. 

The Meeting also adopted a Plan of Action on ECO Cooperation in the field of Privatization■
Senior Officials’ Meeting on Agriculture

The First ECO Senior Officials’ Meeting (SOM) on Agriculture, hosted by the Islamic Republic of Iran, was held at the ECO Secretariat, Tehran from 26-28 July 2004. The Deputy Ministers of Agriculture and other delegates from Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Pakistan, Tajikistan and Turkey participated in the meeting.

The meeting while reviewing the implementation of the decisions of the First Ministerial Meeting emphasized to improve cooperation among the member countries to control plant and livestock diseases, preservation of forests, rangeland management, environmental issues and conservation of natural resources especially preservation/exchange of genetic resources, sustainable utilization of soil and water resources, and foreign investment and technology transfer.

The Senior Officials Meeting took note with appreciation the proposals of  Iran and Turkey to be the coordinator countries in the fields of conservation of plant genetic resources and conservation of animal genetic resources respectively. The meeting also supported the Iranian proposal for the establishment of a regional agricultural biotechnology network to enhance agricultural biotechnology capacity in the ECO region.
The Meeting also supported the idea of the establishment of Buffer Zones in Border Areas to prevent the spread of animal diseases and the establishment of a “Permanent Commission for Prevention and Control of Animal Diseases” in the region. The Commission will supervise the preparation of an overall analysis of the latest situation of animal diseases, trans-boundary movement of animals in the region, problems in preventing, controlling and eradicating livestock diseases and the current and future policies and programs of the member states for livestock development and control of animal diseases. 

The Meeting also supported a proposal for the establishment of Buffer Zones in Border Areas of ECO for Animal Quarantine. The SOM welcomed the offer of Iran for being the coordinator country for livestock sector. The proposal of Kyrgyz Republic to establish a “Sub-Regional (Central Asia) Center for Controlling Animal Diseases in Bishkek was also welcomed. 

Possible contributions of the member countries to the reconstruction of agriculture sector in Afghanistan were also considered in the Meeting. It was pointed out that the assistance was particularly needed to introduce alternative crops to replace poppy cultivation; supply of seeds, seedlings,  breeds and other agricultural material, seed production; suitable financing for farmers; animals vaccination facilities and prevention of trans-boundary animal diseases; irrigation systems, biodiversity and bio-technology; establishment of animal clinics etc. Member countries expressed their readiness to extend further technical assistance to Afghanistan. Within that context, some member countries gave detailed account of their ongoing technical assistance to Afghanistan. Iran expressed its readiness to provide training and research facilities for researchers from Afghanistan to screen and evaluate their local varieties and landraces for drought and salt stresses.

In the field of food security, the Meeting also considered that enhancing domestic production of crops and facilitating agricultural trade including adoption of sanitary phyto-sanitary measures would be a major focus of the regional strategy. In the meeting preparation of bankable projects at national, sub-regional and regional level was also underlined. ■
Energy & Environment

2nd Meeting of ECO Working Group on Environment

The Second Meeting of ECO Working Group on Environment for the Implementation of the Plan of Action for Cooperation among the Member States on Environment (2003-2007) was held on 4-5 August 2004 in Tehran. It was attended by the representatives of Afghanistan, Iran., Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Pakistan, Tajikistan and Turkey.  

The meeting was inaugurated by H.E. Dr. Ebtekar, Vice President and Head of the Department of the Environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Mr. Askhat Orazbay, Secretary General of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) made an opening statement.  

In her statement, H.E. Dr. Ebtekar stressed the importance of the protection of the environment in the process of sustainable development.  She also emphasized that ECO Member Countries had common environmental goals and thus they should work together to find out ways and means to decrease the negative environmental impact of economic development, and in responding to this challenge it was necessary to use the global experience.  

The meeting, chaired by Senior Adviser to the Head of the Department of the Environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Dr. M. Shafie-Pour, considered the report of the ECO Director for Energy, Minerals and Environment Dr. S. Aleskerov on the progress of the implementation of the Plan of Action on Cooperation among the Member States; ECO environment related meetings held in the period under review; recent cooperation with concerned international organizations and the state of submission of proposals for the implementation of different provisions of the Plan of Action by the concerned authorities of the member states. Special attention was paid to the statement of the Afghanistan delegate concerning ECO assistance in the development of national environment, institutional infrastructure and capacity building.  

The participants, while recognizing national progress reports on environment as an important instrument for monitoring implementation of the Plan of Action and exchange of information and experiences on the environmental management, agreed on the single format to be used for preparation of the national progressive report on environment and stressed the importance of timely preparation and submission of these reports.

The meeting was presented with ten new proposals of the Islamic Republic of Iran for activities/projects with indication of the partnership requirements covering management plans for ecosystems, establishment of joint data base to monitor nature reserves, monitoring the marine environment, etc. and the proposal of the Republic of Turkey on establishing e-mail groups on different sections of the plan of Action using the ECO Secretariat Web-site. These proposals should be followed up by the member states and the Secretariat. It was found expedient to strive for the publication of the first issue of an ECO quarterly bulletin on Environment before the end of September 2004. In respect to the establishment of ECO Environmental College, the Iranian delegation reiterated its offer to host this educational institution.

The outcomes of the two meetings of the Working Group will be reported to the 2nd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Environment to be held in October 2004 in Istanbul. ■
2nd ECO Experts Meeting on Energy Resources Development and Their Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
The Second ECO Experts’ Meeting on Energy Resources Development and Their Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) was held on 2-3 August 2004 in Tehran. The meeting was attended by the representatives of Afghanistan, Iran, Kyrgyz Republic, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey and Turkmenistan. 

The Meeting was inaugurated by H.E. Mr. S. Mohammad Mojabi, Deputy Head of the Department of the Environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran.  Dr. Davoud Rahbar, Director General of the Environmental Impact Assessment Bureau of the Department of the Environment of Iran made the opening statement and ECO Director for Energy, Minerals and Environment Dr. Shamil Aleskerov welcomed the participants on behalf of ECO the Secretariat.  

While stressing on the importance of EIA in the process of sustainable development, Mr. Mojabi added that the environmental Impact Assessment could bring ecological balance, optimal consumption of natural resources and economic and social flourishing in national and international scenes.

The participants discussed different issues of the EIA including Environmental Impact Assessment of Power Plants, Small Hydroelectric power Projects, Environmental Evaluation of Renewable Energy and Environmental Management of Development Projects.  They also considered the role of relevant international organizations such as UNEP in promotion of environmental management in ECO member states. 

The meeting noted that while there was a huge potential for the use of renewable energies, the use of these sources of energy was still limited due to the existing technical, economic and institutional barriers. Increased efforts were, therefore, needed to promote the development and use of renewable energies. 

While noting the role of EIA in environmental management as ever increasing, the experts stressed that to promote EIA, the following were considered as important:

· The development of EIA guidelines for different economic sectors with considerable environmental impact essential,

· Establishment of EIA information and training centers, and

· Permanent response to the requirements for improving the EIA systems to bring them closer to the advanced international practice. 

This event followed the First Experts Meeting and the First ECO Training Workshop on Energy Resources Development and Their Environmental Impact Assessment held in 1999 and 2001 in Islamabad and Tehran respectively. ■
1st  Workshop on New and Renewable Sources of Energy 

The First ECO Workshop on New and Renewable Sources of Energy was held on 27-28 May 2004 in Ankara, Turkey. The workshop was attended by representatives of Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Pakistan, Turkmenistan and Turkey.

The workshop was inaugurated by Mr. M. Kemal Buyukmihci, Director General of the General Directorate of Electrical Power Resources and Survey and Development Administration of the Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources of the Republic of Turkey. Dr. Shamil Aleskerov, Director for Energy, Minerals and Environment of the ECO Secretariat, also made a statement stressing the need of promoting the use of New and Renewable Sources of Energy in ECO region.

The presentations made by the participants reflected their country's policies, achievements, experiences, last developments and trends in the field of New and Renewable Sources of Energy.

The workshop noted that the recent technical developments, industrial and other experiences in the use of New and Renewable Sources of Energy technologies may open new economic opportunities for industries through production, installation and maintenance of Renewable Energy equipment and systems in the near future.

The workshop also considered and amended the proposal of the Secretariat on cooperation in the field of New and Renewable Sources of Energy to be submitted to the upcoming second ECO ministerial meeting on Energy.

Project Research
Agreement on Feasibility Study for Rehabilitation/Construction of Nawar bridge in Afghanistan 

An Agreement on Feasibility Study for Rehabilitation/Construction of Nawar bridge of Hesarak in Nangarhar Province was signed between the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), Government of the Transitional Islamic State of Afghanistan and ECO Consultancy and Engineering Company (ECO-CEC) on 13th June 2004 at the ECO Secretariat, Tehran.

The agreement was the outcome of a Plan of Action on ECO’s participation in the reconstruction of Afghanistan. This plan was prepared under the directives of the 12th meeting of ECO Council of Ministers and the 7th Summit held in October 2002, in Istanbul.

Within the framework of the implementation of the Plan, feasibility study for Rehabilitation/Construction of Nawar bridge of Hesarak in Nangarhar Province will be financed through ECO Feasibility Fund. ECO Consultancy and Engineering Company (ECO-CEC), which comprises companies from three Member States, namely Iran, Pakistan and Turkey, will carry out the study. After the completion of this study, the Government of Afghanistan will propose other studies for its priority projects.

ECO International Cooperation

ECO Secretary General attends 31st  ICFM 
The 31st Session of the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers entitled Session of Progress and Global Harmony was held in Istanbul from14-16 June 2004. The Secretary General of ECO, Mr. Askhat Orazbay attended the Conference at the invitation of Dr. Abdelouahed Belkeziz, Secretary General of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC).

H.E. Ahmet Necdet Sezer, President of the Republic of Turkey chaired the session and welcomed the Ministers, delegates and participants of the Conference.

The Conference stressed the need to promote confidence building and security among member states, uphold Islamic values and refrain from interfering in the internal affairs of states. It also called for greater cooperation, coordination and consultation and for a common stance in international fora.

The Conference asked the international community to ensure that the benefits of globalization were fairly shared among all countries so as to strike a balance between the advantages and obligations of developing countries including OIC member states. It also called on developed countries to ensure greater trade liberalization and opportunities for the products and services of the developing countries. 

The Conference urged member states to increase their share of world trade through greater competitiveness at the international level. It further underscored the need to increase intra-trade among OIC member states.

Availing the opportunity, the Secretary General also called on H.E. Ambassador Ayhan Kamel, Executive Director of the Group of Developing-eight Countries (D8). The Secretary General of ECO pointed out that Iran, Pakistan and Turkey were common members of the two organizations who could play vital role in bringing the two organizations closer. The two organizations showed common interest in trade, investment, transport, communications, energy, agriculture, environment, industry & health.

While in Istanbul, the Secretary General also met with H.E. Ambassador Valeri Chechelashvili, Secretary General of Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC). The two Secretaries-General exchanged views on matters of mutual interest and expressed interest in furthering cooperation between the organizations. 

The ECO Secretary General briefed Ambassador Chechelashvili about the structure of ECO and on the priority areas of ECO. He also updated him about the recommendations of Eminent Persons Group (EPG) and informed that ECO had signed Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs) with more than 20 international organizations. ■
UNEP and ECO sign collaboration agreement

The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) have agreed to cooperate for strengthening environmental management in the ECO region.

UNEP Executive Director Klaus Toepfer and ECO Secretary General Askhat Orazbay signed a Memorandum of Understanding at the ECO Secretariat in Tehran on 18th August 2004.

The agreement identifies the potentials for joint activities to increase the use of renewable energy, through UNEP’s Solar and Wind Energy Resource Assessment Project; strengthen environmental legislation; enhance environmental education and training programmes; promote ECO-friendly tourism development and support the environmental assessment services.

The Memorandum of Understanding also identifies the potential for strengthened links between the scientific community and policymakers, and for further development of the Regional Environmental Action Plan for Central Asia, developed by UNEP and the Central Asian governments recently. ■
ECO Upcoming Events

1st ECO Experts Group Meeting (EGM) for preparation of ECO Regional Strategy on Industrial Cooperation

The First ECO Experts Group Meeting (EGM) on Industrial Strategy is scheduled to be held on 21-22 September 2004 in Ankara, Republic of Turkey. The EGM will prepare a Draft ECO Regional Strategy on Industrial Cooperation after identifying industrial potential and needs of ECO Member States for regional cooperation in the field of industry. It may be recalled that the First Ministerial Meeting on Industry held in Tehran in January 2004 had decided to prepare an ECO Regional Strategy on Industrial Cooperation and established an Experts Group for this purpose. ■
Training Workshop on Agricultural Project Analysis

The Economic Cooperation Organization in collaboration with FAO Regional Office for the Near East in Cairo is organizing a Training Workshop on Agricultural Project Analysis from 1st to 5th of September 2004 in Issyk-Kul, Kyrgyz Republic within the framework of ECO-FAO Technical Cooperation Programme (TCP) to support ECO for preparation of a Regional Programme for Food Security. 

The National Consultants and Focal Points of the ECO Member States on Food Security will participate in the training workshop.

The objectives of this training workshop are:

i)
To strengthen the capacities of the ECO Secretariat and ECO Member States' focal points in project analysis and preparation to enable the formulation of the Regional Program for Food Security RFPS that includes bankable projects at the regional, sub-regional, and national levels;

ii)
To discuss the reports by the national consultants from member countries;

iii)
To prepare for sending missions to member countries to formulate national investment programs for food security that would be integrated into a regional one and review the reports completed for selected countries. ■
Workshop on Standardization, Conformity Assessment and Accreditation

A Workshop on Standardization, Conformity Assessment and Accreditation for ECO Member States is scheduled to be held on 25-26 August 2004 in Ankara, Republic of Turkey.  The Workshop will be hosted by the Turkish Standards Institute. 

During the First Ministerial Meeting on Industry held in Tehran in January 2004 the Republic of Turkey and Islamic Republic of Iran were determined as coordinator countries in the field of Standardization, Conformity Assessment and Accreditation. The Ministerial Meeting decided that coordinator countries, in cooperation with other member countries, would prepare specific plans and programmes for cooperation in the field of Standardization, Conformity Assessment and Accreditation in order to enforce industrial standards in the region in line with the international standards and the objective of improvement of quality management systems.
ECO Articles
	Economic Development of Tajikistan and Cooperation with ECO Member States

By: Mr. Nurritdin Kayumov 


Mr. Nurritdin Kayumov is the Director of Economic Research Institute at the Ministry of Economy and Trade of the Republic of Tajikistan. For almost 40 years, he has been involved in research, pedagogical and scientific organizational activity. 
As of the second half of the year 1997 we may see a significant economic growth in Tajikistan. During the period of 1997-2002 the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) index of Tajikistan reached to 142.2%, including 156.3% in industry and 143.1% in agriculture. Tajikistan achieved some progress in finance-credit field; we reduced nonpayment, increased credits in actual sectors of the economy and raised tax and nontax expenditures. Now we have the required grounds to expect a better economic growth rates not less than 10.2% of 2003. 

The growth of Macroeconomic indices proves that economic policy of the government of the Republic of Tajikistan envisages a gradual increase in production volumes and duly we see that the living conditions of the people are improving gradually.

Though achieved economic indices are impressive, the country’s economy faces difficulty. Economic reforms conducted by the country make no notable effects on living conditions of the people. Most of international organizations are of the view that 83,5% of population live under the  poverty level. In fact, unemployment exceeds actual level by 3.5 times and makes up to 32-35%. Average of the monthly salary is at about $15. Minimal salary is lower than minimal consumer bucket by 5.4 times. Despite high growth rates of macroeconomic indicators, GDP in 2002 was 43%, industrial products -47%, and agriculture- 73% in comparison with 1990 level. Several researchers are of the view that economy of Tajikistan is still on stagnation stage and in order to get revitalized and improved, we need many years of efforts. We hope that we will make our dream come true in future. That is why, economic development program of the Republic of Tajikistan until 2015 was approved in March this year in order to encourage the economic reforming programs within poverty scales reduction mechanism and assisting stable economic growth.  For this period we plan to increase GDP volume by 4.4 times, industrial products by 4.6 times, agriculture by 2.2 times, retail turnover volume by 5.6 times, pay services for population by 7.6 times. GDP production per capita will increase by 3.1 times and exceeds 1990 basis level. Average annual growth rates of GDP for all predicted period is about 10.3%. The program envisages the strategic goals and priorities of social and economic development of the country. In particular, by 2015 we are planning to achieve energy generation by 30 billion kilowatt hours by introducing the Sangtudinsk electric power plant capacities and the first two aggregates of the Ragun electric power plant. This will provide an opportunity to meet both domestic demands of Tajikistan and to export energy to Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan and other neighboring countries. Tajikistan plans to raise aluminum production up to 412 thousand tons, cottonwool up to 850 thousand tons and arrange their complete reprocessing in the country. It is also planned to increase production of Gold, Antimony and other precious and semiprecious metals and stones by several times. 

Development of agrarian sector of economy is given important place in the Program. The development of this sector will contribute to the issue of food security of the country and significantly reduces Tajikistan’s dependence on import of many products. 

The Program gives the high priority to the economic cooperation of Tajikistan with foreign countries and international financial and economic organizations, and above all, with ECO member states. We underline that all 10 member-states have common historical and culture ties, as well as common traditions. 

Membership of Tajikistan in ECO has great significance for the country to expand its trade and economic ties both in the ECO region and beyond, and to promote the import and export abilities of the country. During the second ECO Summit meeting, H.E. E. Rakhmonov, the President of the Republic of Tajikistan, talking on cooperation with all member states of this organization, noted that “Tajikistan enjoying great mineral reserves, production man power, good geographical location and climatic conditions would not be able to get these features implemented without due support of the ECO  member states”.  The President of Tajikistan denoted field for fruitful, mutual and beneficial cooperation between Tajikistan and ECO member-states. At present, collaboration of Tajikistan with ECO member-states is through the bilateral agreements, approved in various field of economic, scientific-technical, cultural and educational activity, which, in essence, reflect the provisions of Quetta Plan of Action containing basic tasks and goals of ECO.  Thus, Tajikistan has concluded a number of agreements with ECO founding member states, i.e. Turkey, Iran and Pakistan, which can promote implementing programs envisaged within the framework of regional cooperation. 8 agreements between Tajikistan and Pakistan, including Pakistan’s participation in the construction of Ragun electric power plant were concluded in the course of official visit of H.E. E. Rakhmonov, the President of the Republic of Tajikistan, to Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 

The first ECO Ministerial meeting on trade held in Tehran on March 2000 has played important role in the development of trade relations between the countries of the region. In that meeting, ECO trade framework agreement was signed. Elaboration of ECO Trade Agreement by ECO member states envisaging tariff and non-tariff barriers was the outcome of this meeting. 
ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA), which would facilitate the development of intra-regional trade and investments, was signed in the course of the first Ministerial meeting on economy and commerce in July 2003.  

Tajikistan delegation headed by H.E. E. Rakhmonov, the President of the Republic of Tajikistan, participated in the 7th ECO Summit Meeting held in Istanbul in October 2002. During this Summit the issues on cooperation in the field of transport and communications were considered on which, recommendations to define concrete dates for swift completion of formalities for launching regular railway passenger train on Almaty-Tashkent-Turkmenabad-Tehran-Istanbul route, as well as to define ratifications dates of Framework Agreement on Transit Transportation by all signatory member states and to consider the necessity to reduce tariffs for transit transportation, were given. As for regional cooperation, the Tajik party suggested the implementation of Ragun electric power plant construction project. The implementation of this project provides us with the reduction of the due tension in provision of electric energy in number of countries, especially in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Among other considered issues we may also refer to fulfillment of ECO agreements, facilitation of telecommunication and transport links, implementation of current ECO programs and projects on Directorates. 
It is worth underscoring here, that ECO region is one of the richest regions from the point of natural and labor resources. Existing potential of cooperation gives an opportunity in future to develop collaboration in the field of production and processing of cotton, use of hydro energy potential, oil and gas industry, construction, chemistry and trade.   

At present, ECO member states take a leading place in foreign trade with Tajikistan. We can note that in 2002 share of ECO region countries in foreign trade turnover of the Republic of Tajikistan was more than 30%. In 2002 this indicator in terms of money was $493 million, while in 2003 these indicators were more than 43.8% or $735 million accordingly.    

Recently trade volume with Iran, Turkey, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan has notably increased. In 2003 total trade turnover with Turkey was $222.8 million, Uzbekistan -$20.1 million, Kazakhstan – $100.5 million, and Iran -$75.1 million. 

H.E. Mr. R.T. Erdogan, the Prime Minister of the Republic of Turkey, paid official visit to the Republic of Tajikistan in October 2003. During this visit, a “Business-Forum” with participation of business community of the Republic of Tajikistan was held and Tajik-Turkish Business community aimed at improving trade and investment climate between the two countries. 

H.E. E. Rakhmonov, the President of Tajikistan paid official visit to Iran in June 2003 with an aim to develop bilateral trade and economic ties between Tajikistan and Iran. During the meeting, the Parties considered the state of bilateral relations and perspectives of their development, existing region’s problems and other issues of multilateral cooperation. The parties signed the following documents:  

· Agreement on granting Iran assistance amounting to $5 million to Tajikistan for the construction of “Anzob” tunnel; 

·  Memorandum between Tajikistan and Iran on completion of “Sangtuda-1” electric power plant construction; 

· Joint Declaration between Tajikistan and Iran on the development and strengthening of amicable relations;

· Agreement between Tajikistan, Iran and Afghanistan. 

On December 19, 2003 H.E. T. Mazaheri, the Minister of trade and finance of Iran paid 

official visit to Tajikistan. During this visit, Agreement on completion of “Sangtuda-1” construction was signed.    

Country integration analysis within the framework of this organization shows, that in nearest perspective the ties between ECO member states will be strengthened. We have already mentioned that presently nearly 40% of foreign trade of the country falls on ECO member states. As of today, an agreement on motorcar traffic within the country is arranged; document on Shipping Company is signed; and negotiations on reduction of customs barriers are conducted. According to programmed documents, special attention is paid to the development of trade relations between ECO member states.  

At the same time, it is necessary to note, that due to several reasons the implementation of certain ECO projects set froth in programmed documents of the Organization is far from being perfect. First of all, it deals with non-performance of projects in the field of trade, transport and communications. For instance, Framework agreement on transit transportation, which is signed by 9 ECO member states, has been ratified by Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan and Tajikistan. The other example is the issue of launching regular passenger train on Almaty-Tashkent-Turkmenabad-Tehran-Istanbul route that requires the completion of formalities. In the course of the 12th RPC meeting Tajikistan delegation has raised an issue on coupling of passenger and baggage cars to the said train on Turkmenabad station, but it has not been solved so far. 

We are of the view that in modern stage and nearest perspective, it is necessary to develop intraregional integration of the ECO member states. As of today, reconstruction of Afghanistan and ECO’s role in it is an important issue for the Organization. This issue was supported by the 3rd Working group of Senior Officials meeting, where the member states unanimously agreed to provide Afghanistan’s participation in all ECO activities as a full-fledged member of ECO. 

Complex and effective use of water resources are important fields of intergovernmental cooperation. Continuous irrigation growth, active reclamation of lands, and increase of population have led to exacerbation of water problem. In order to solve the problem of water shortage, it is necessary to work out and implement a set of measures on rational use and protection of water resources by using joint efforts of the region countries, international organizations and potential donor countries. Taking into account Tajikistan’s water energy potential there is an excellent opportunity for ECO member states to cooperate in this field.  Implementation of the projects in this field will provide a chance to reduce tension with provision of electric energy in a number of countries of the region, especially in Afghanistan and to regulate land irrigation in Central Asia.  

Establishment of a common transport infrastructure with further access to foreign markets is another trend of cooperation. It is very important in terms of developing international economic ties between our region and other regions of the world. Creation of a common transport corridor would be a powerful impetus to strengthen geopolitical and trade and economic importance of the region in terms of absence of direct access of Central Asian Countries to Seaports. Murgab road -Koolma pass with Karakum highway access will become an example of such transport corridor in near future. It would also be worthwhile to prepare and sign Common agreements between ECO member states at the highest level. 

Complex use of minerals resources, application of different biotechnology methods and genetic engineering, chemical processing of hydrocarbons, etc. may also be priority trends of collaboration.  

Oil and gas output increase in the region and rising of its share in world trade demand would lead to gradual expansion of oil and gas pipelines network both in the region and beyond. Tajikistan is interested in arranging relations with ECO member states in the field of developing oil and gas deposits. Tajikistan has forwarded a proposal for oil and gas pipeline to be passed through Southern part of Tajikistan. 

Holding 8th ECO Summit in Dushanbe is a very important event of the current year. This meeting will expand regional cooperation and would also give a new impetus to common, cultural and social heritage and principles of mutual profits as well as providing an opportunity for the economic prosperity of the region and successful integration into world economy. 
(((
	
	ICT, Prospects & Challenges for ECO region
By: Aamir Ghani Mir, 
Data Base Officer


Introduction

Past two decades have witnessed phenomenal growth in information and communication technology (ICT) as it remained main driving force to facilitating access to global information by overcoming the geographical barriers. ICT has gained tremendous importance for socio-economic development and has contributed for the economic growth of emerging as well as developed countries. ICT can potentially contribute to social development by improving livelihoods of common people by expanding information access to all segments of society. Digital divide among developed & developing countries has further impeded the development process in developing countries. However; well planned use of ICT can help developing countries the most.

In addition to its economic importance, ICT through improved delivery of services in social sectors including i.e health, education etc. can make substantial contribution in bringing efficiency in administration & contribute to the development of societies by making masses politically well aware. In public sector ICT can also be used for resource planning & management (improved administration) by bringing transparency, empowering people through participation in decision-making process. However, access to ICT and its expected benefits, so far still remain a dream for common people living in ECO region.
Prospects

ICT has been behind the speedy economic growth of developed and emerging economies, if used appropriately it should provide an opportunity for ECO members and it has potential to play an incredible role in the revolutionary development of forward looking economies round the globe. 

In year 2003, total size of the core ICT in the world economy is around $ 2462.5 billion, and with an expected average growth rate of over 7% per annum. 

The table-1 indicates high rate of growth in telecommunication, services & software fields of ICT on World Wide scale. ECO region being well endowed in human resources coupled with sufficient demand for telecommunication sector with high potential. However, ECO region still lags behind in ICT and share of ECO Region in Global ICT market in negligible, only Turkey, Iran & Pakistan respectively have marginal share which is quite negligible even as compared to the share of developing countries as software exports of India, Ireland and Israel is worth $ 8 billion, $ 1.5 billion and $ 1.5 billion respectively. 

Table: 1

Spending on ICT Product & Services (In Billion US$)

	Items
	2001
	2002
	2003
	%
Growth 2002
	%
Growth 2003

	Hardware (1)
	327.4
	323.3
	338.3
	-1.3
	4.6

	Software (2)
	74.2
	76.9
	81.8
	3.6
	6.4

	Services (3)
	542.3
	557.5
	597.1
	2.8
	7.1

	Telecommunication (4)
	1282.9
	1344.6
	1445.4
	4.8
	7.5

	Total ICT Market
	2226.8
	2302.3
	2462.6
	3.4
	7.0


Source: Gartner Dataquest (September 2002)

The software and ICT services fields are vital elements in the industry having over 28% of the market share with annual growth rate of 6.4 & 7.1 respectively in year in 2003 alone. These two fields are mainly dependant on the skill based applications developments, thus provide a good opportunity for ECO Region, considering the fact that it is endowed with rich human resource. The opportunity in Software development and other related services can be taped by imparting training to the professional with appropriate technologies in demand within international markets. This sector has ability to open new vistas of cooperation in both public & private as joint ventures at national and regional level.  ICT has ample prospects and can generate potential opportunities for growth in economies of member states considering availability of comparatively cheap and highly educated manpower.
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ECO Region can take advantage of this tremendous opportunity by exploiting available human & capital resources for development of ICT by offering attractive opportunities for FDI and conducive atmosphere in competition with other developing countries of the World. 

Despite having bright prospects for ICT in ECO Region on account of vast resources there exists some inherent problem which create hindrances in promotion of ICT in ECO Region: Lack of modern telecommunication infrastructure, non-availability of advanced data communication facilities, high cost of ownership, limited qualified/trained manpower, lack of appropriate programs for the development of human resources and non-availability of required financial resources are the main factors contributing to slow rate of technology development in ECO region. 

Universal access to ICT rests at the very heart of the economic and social challenges facing ECO region. High costs of technology ownership and insufficient investment in this sector continue to plague efforts to increase access to ICT in ECO countries. These issues requiring urgent measures in order to timely acquire benefits of ICT.
ECO members average are far behind on all major ICT indicators in comparison to World Averages i.e.  Internet Access per thousand in year 2002 is 131 as compared to 25.34 in ECO region, the highest internet access is in Turkey(73) followed by Iran (48). Similarly World average main telephone lines per inhabitants is 17.9 as compared to 9.96 for ECO Region, the highest percentage is for Turkey(28.12) followed by Iran (18.66). Similarly World average number of computers per thousand population is 101, where as the highest number is for Iran (75) followed by Turkey (44.6).

The main bottleneck for diffusion of ICT in most countries of the region is non-availability of adequate data communication infrastructure and trained human resources. Development of new ICT technologies invariably required a large pool of multi-disciplinary professionals with an innovative approach to develop new applications for common use. Qualified human resources with required technical skills are prerequisite to strengthen the competitiveness of any country in ICT. However, the shortage of IT-related workforce is a critical issue worldwide and developing countries in particular due to high rate of brain drain, which has the potential to hinder the development in this sector.

Challenges

	Information & Communication Technology Indicators for ECO Region

	

	
	Personal Computers
	Internet
	Communication

	
	
	
	

	ECO Members Countries
	PC
	Per ‘000’ people
	Main Tel. Lines
	Main Tel. Lines

	
	‘000’ People
	2002
	2002
	Per 100  Inhabit

	
	2002
	
	
	2002

	Afghanistan 
	-
	0
	33.1
	0.1

	Azerbaijan 
	-
	37
	923.8
	11.35

	Iran 
	75
	48
	12200.2
	18.66

	Kazakhstan 
	-
	16
	2081.9
	13.04

	Kyrgyzstan 
	12.7
	30
	394.8
	7.75

	Pakistan 
	4.2
	10
	3655
	2.5

	Tajikistan 
	-
	1
	237.6
	3.73

	Turkey 
	44.6
	73
	18914.9
	28.12

	Turkmenistan 
	-
	2
	374
	7.71

	Uzbekistan 
	-
	11
	1681.1
	6.65

	ECO Region
	
	25.34
	4049.64
	9.96

	World Average
	100.8
	131
	1091575.7
	17.9


ITU & World bank Development Indicators

Potential Areas   

E-Government
E-governance is basically concerned with enhancing functionality of the government and to enable it to deliver public services efficiently. It will support development of plan, monitor and implement development projects effectively and to be able to rapidly respond to the changing conditions. Government computerization programs will be the key component of an overall plan for developing the local IT industry. 

E-commerce

Electronic Commerce(E-commerce) provide mechanism for exchange of good and services E-commerce has been growing rapidly as result of the enormous increase in the spread of Internet on wider scale. Developed countries have enormously benefited from mostly of the share of E-commerce where as ECO members because of lack of required infrastructure and non availability of regulatory framework for growth of e-commerce using security mechanism for financial transaction via Internet have failed to capitalize on these opportunities.

Business to Consumer (B2C) retail transaction has risen from value of 11.5 Billion in 1998 to 44.5 Billion in 2000 and where as Business to Business (B2B) commerce is also growing on much higher rate. Estimates of total online retail sales for 2002 were $43.47 billion for the United States ($73 billion including travel), $28.29 billion for the European Union, $15 billion for the Asia-Pacific region, $2.3 for Latin America and as little as $4 million for Africa. B2B transactions in the total of e-commerce has substantive share, in 2001, and share of United States amounted to $995 billion, or 93.3%. Private-sector estimates of the value of B2B trade in the European Union put it at between nearly $185 billion and $200 billion for the year 2002. 

E-commerce provides a key opportunity for promotion of Intra-regional trade which requires development of ICT infrastructure and regulatory framework in the ECO region.

Multimedia Technology
Multimedia is growing IT industry with its far reaching applications for social & commercial use. The technology has good prospects 

Human Resource

Qualified human resources are an integral part of the ICT revolution and therefore, it is a key factor in the future development. Shortage of qualified human resources is a serious problem for both developing and developed countries considering the fact that the new services are rapidly emerging which are transforming the world into a knowledge-based economy.

There is acute shortage of IT experts and professionals all over the world coupled with sufficient existing demand in the developed world. This is a key issue for the future of many developing countries, as massive brain drain of ICT experts from developing countries to developed countries on account of having better opportunities and lack of local conducive environment in developing countries. Presently, there is rising trend in the developed countries to sub-contract low skilled labour intensive work to the countries where proper infrastructure and manpower is available and Multinationals are also setting up offshore software houses in developing countries in order to be competitive & profitable.

Thus there is a need to develop a long-term strategy based on realistic goals and appropriate actions for development of qualified human resources through cooperative efforts of ECO member states.

Role of Private Sector 
The vibrant and dynamic nature of private sector necessitates its leading role in the process of development of ICT in ECO region, as high stacks of the entrepreneurs will ensure its substantiality and ultimate success. Government in this regard can play a key role as catalyst by giving boost to the local and regional market by providing lucrative incentives to private sector to actively participate in the development of this sector.

ICT application will also help private sectors in adopting increasing globalization process which has forced businesses to enhance their productivity by providing better services to their customers through improving both internal and external communications. ICT provides tool and systems needed by the private sector to sustain their long-term competitive advantage and creating additional ICT demand in for local and regional market.

Conclusion & proposals

ECO needs to take bold initiative in developing a regional roadmap towards promotion of ICT, through innovative regional cooperative programmes in partnership with public & private sectors based on comparative advantage of the region. 

Development of appropriate policy and regulatory frameworks covering present needs & future world trends in ICT with long-term regional strategy with future vision taking into account regional dimensions of opportunities and challenges.

ECO through the collaborative efforts of its members should ensure optimal utilization of capacity available through Trans-Asia-Europe Fiber Optical Cable System (TAEFOS) by connecting all ECO members and also integrating it with the Global Communication Infrastructure.

ECO should put in place a framework with specific timetables for removal of regulatory obstacles and the implementation of new favorable policy environments. 

Develop a Cooperative strategy for training of human resources using the available facilities & expertise in ECO members.

To successfully implement ICT programs would require objective oriented ICT policies, sufficient allocation of resources by the public sector and providing investment incentives to the private sectors at national, regional & international levels. There is a need to have effective coordination of all ECO members for the successful implementation of programme. The sincere efforts, with well planned actions can transform ECO Region into an important ICT market and contribute to its growth, development, progress and prosperity. 

ECO Interviews
The 13th meeting of the Council of Ministers (COM) set up an Eminent Persons Group (EPG) from the Member States with specific time-frame and target. The Group was mandated to submit its recommendations to the 14th COM meeting on the measures to promote efficiency and effectiveness of the ECO Secretariat in collaboration with the Secretary General. 

EPG held two meetings at the Secretariat on 13-15 January 2004 and 22-25 May 2004 and formulated its recommendations which will be submitted to the 14th COM meeting in September 2004 for consideration/approval. 

Taking advantage of the presence of the Eminent Persons in Tehran in May 2004, the ECO Bulletin interviewed them for the benefit of its readers.  Interviews of the two Eminent Persons namely; Mr. Onder Ozar of Turkey and Mr. Bagher Asadi of Iran are given below. The interviews of others will be carried in the next issue of the ECO Bulletin.
Ambassador Önder Özar is a career diplomat from Turkey having served for forty years in various posts of the Foreign Service. He served as the Secretary General of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) from August 1996 to August 2000. He has won several awards and has contributed a number of articles on regional cooperation. Currently, Ambassador Önder Özar represents Turkey in the ECO Eminent Persons Group.
Q: What in your opinion, Excellency, are the major factors contributing to the enhancement of the effectiveness of the Organization? 

A: Well, let me express first my happiness to be once again in Tehran and among our colleagues in the ECO. Now for the effectiveness of the ECO, many factors could play role but I would put emphasis first of all on the political will of the member states. In order to achieve better performances, we, particularly the Secretariat and other people associated with ECO, should create enough motivation so that the leadership of the member states could give priority to ECO and ECO related affairs and give policy guidelines. 

Q: How can ECO learn from the successes of the other regional organizations, like ASEAN, to improve its efficiency? 

A: It is a good point really. ASEAN of course is one of the best models for the regional cooperation. During my term, and even before, we had established good working relations with ASEAN, I personally made at least one trip to Jakarta and I talked to the then Secretary General and other colleagues in ASEAN. 

ASEAN, to some extent, is a different structural organization as compared to ECO. They pursue political consultations as well and are following common political objectives. This, I think, is a more comprehensive approach. We should not underestimate the performance of ECO but if you ask me whether the present level of achievement is satisfactory, of course we can not say that it is satisfactory but there is improvement in many areas. At the same time, we should remember that that the multilateral approaches always require more time as compared to the bilateral cooperation. Bilateral cooperation can go faster but multilateral cooperation goes slower but in a more secure way.  ECO should keep regular contacts with selected, not all, the regional organizations and continue to take benefit from their achievements. 

Q: What in your opinion were the memories/achievements of the Organization while you were the ECO Secretary General of the Organization? 

A: Well, I have of course several good memories. I can mention first of all the allocation of the present building by the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran because when I came in August 1996, the building which housed the Secretariat was not really adequate. When we shifted to the present building, I had the privilege of being associated with the efforts to furnish and design the premises in such a way that it provided maximum facilities to the staff and contribute to the efficiency of the organization. My other achievements include the computerization of the Secretariat, setting up of a ECO web site and the establishment of a library in the Secretariat. 

Q:  What are your views about the future prospects of the Organization?  How would the recommendations of EPG meeting affect the Organization?

A: Well, we will see what will be the outcome of this EPG. I do not have any specific forecast for the EPG meetings. However, it is a positive factor that the ECO member states are trying to explore ways and means to enhance the efficiency of the Organization with the ultimate goal of attaining economic progress of the region. This makes me optimistic of the task that the EPG has been entrusted with. ■
Ambassador Bagher Asadi is currently serving as an Adviser to the Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the international field in Tehran. He has served as Ambassador In charge of Economic and Social Affairs at the Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations, New York from 1996-2000 and also in other diplomatic capacities. He is the winner of Elizabeth Hawb Award for Environmental Diplomacy for year 2001 and there are several publications to his credit. He is representing Iran in the ECO Eminent Persons Group.
Q: What are the main factors that may contribute to the enhancement of the effectiveness of the Organization? 

A: I suppose the wide range of issues we have discussed in our two rounds of meetings since mid-January this year clearly shows the areas where the work of the Organization needs improvement. I should also apologize to you -and the readers of your interesting and informative bulletin - that although we have practically finished consideration of these issues, our report is not yet finalized and not issued. Therefore, I am not in a position to give you very precise answers in a number of areas. That may have to wait for some time. 

Having made this preliminary observation, I could, in a rather wide brush, draw attention to a number of areas where improvement is definitely needed. First of all I should underline the all-important 

political factor in this regard. In my opening remarks at the first session of our second meeting here just a few days ago I emphasized the importance of the element of political will among the Member States of the Organization. For this Organization, like any other regional organization or arrangement, to succeed, the members -all of them without fail -have to be committed to its continued existence and equally to its progress and further development. Lackluster, for whatever reasons -and I suppose you agree with me that I cannot go into detail on this point here -does not help at all. All members of the Organization, big 

and small, founding or otherwise, should look to it as a useful, helpful regional arrangement that serves their respective national interests -at least in the field of economic relations and development. This is a must. Of course, I am fully cognizant of the differences that the members of the ECO have in many respects, including in terms of level of development and particular economic or developmental priorities that each of them pursue. What I am driving at here relates to the imperative of seeking effective, proactive regional cooperation among a number of countries/states that share a number of important commonalities- which I doubt need any elaboration by me and are known to your readers. 

The second most important element that needs to be improved in this regional organization concems the efficiency and performance of its Secretariat. I presume it is rather obvious that a professional secretariat is an inescapable requirement for organizing the activities of a regional arrangement such as ECO. The importance of this critical aspect has been recognized in recent years within the Organization and its members -and increasingly I should say -so much so that we considered it as one of our major agenda items and dealt with it in detail. The crux of the matter we dealt with relates to the Secretariat's recruitment policy and procedures. We agreed that recruitment of the Secretariat's personnel, particularly at the expert level (P Category), has to be based on merit system and draw on the best available skilled manpower in the Member States. I would definitely like to emphasize, once more, that this aspect and element can have a make or break impact on the work and performance of the Secretariat and the Organization as a whole. You may have every other element secured; let's say, enjoy the political will and commitment of the Member States at the highest possible level and all the requisite financial means, but if you don't have an efficient, professional Secretariat to pursue and carry out the agreed decisions and effectively implement the agreed policies and measures, then you're in trouble. I simply cannot over-emphasize this aspect enough. 

The third important factor I would like to raise concerns the organization's vision for the future. Again, for ECO, as any other regional organization, to remain relevant and adopt and implement relevant policies, it has to have a future-looking, dynamic and proactive vision. Given the fact that the world out there is moving forward at an unbelievable pace and many things keep changing constantly and become more complex as a matter of course, ECO also needs to keep abreast of all these changes in the bigger world atmosphere. Just take the globalization process. It affects all of us, everywhere in the world, even though to different degrees and perhaps in different ways. But, there is no escape from the inevitable impact of the process. And this is not a value judgment. We in ECO -all of us, the ten members -do in fact need to formulate a future-looking vision for our collective cooperation within the framework of this regional organization. We have developed good, rich documents in the course of our joint endeavors during the past decade and those documents remain on the table and we pursue them as agreed policies and decisions, but what we need now is to update the Organization's strategy document and complement it with a vision, let's say for the next decade or so. 

I think these three factors or elements, if pursued diligently, can make a big difference in enhancing the Organization's effectiveness. 

Q: In your opinion, can ECO be considered as a successful regional Organization?

A:  Let me be very frank with you on this rather difficult question. Judging the success of an organization -a regional arrangement in this case -is indeed a very tough job. One may be tempted to look at the empty half of the glass, which is much easier, or alternatively, feel morally obliged to look at the full half. There is no escape from facing this dilemma to begin with. But, to be both objective and fair on the one hand, and candid on the other, I think I would come up with a mixed feeling. A couple of aspects or elements have to be taken into consideration here. First, the Organization consists of two groups of countries, the three founding members with their own particularities and longer record of association and cooperation and the other seven new members, which also have their own particularities and are newcomers to the arrangement. This very basic fact would in and of itself act as an inherently inhibiting factor and makes effective, dynamic cooperation and steady progress difficult, at least in the early or formative stages of the arrangement, if for no other reason than it simply takes time for everybody to develop the necessary common outlook for cooperation and harmonizing differing ways of doing business. Second, difference in the level of development between the two groups -inevitable as it happens to be and should be taken as a given, at least in the short- and medium-term -also acts another inhibiting or constraining factor. 

With these two constraining factors in mind, and also having an eye to the three elements I mentioned in response to your first question, particularly the last two, I can tell you very frankly that The Organization has fared relatively well during the past decade, since its new seven members joined it. One could see that a regional sense is gradually developing among the membership, and this is important. This sort of growing affinity and sense of belonging is gradual and slow by definition, and cannot be expected to bear fruit in the short-term. I believe success in the areas in need of improvement in the work of the Organization and its Secretariat, to some of which I referred earlier, can help make register a much better rate of performance and achievement of its defined and agreed goals and objectives. One thing I would to add is that the Organization and its ten members enjoy huge potentials for cooperation in different areas and fields. They should put their minds to tapping those potentials in an effective manner. 

Q: What are your views regarding the future prospects of the Organization?  

A:  Again, not an easy question. And here I try to be as brief as possible. I think for ECO to be able to further develop its liaison and working relations with other international or regional organizations, and put them on a more solid, institutional and enduring basis, it needs to achieve a higher level of professionalism and efficiency to begin with. In other words, there is some level and degree of homework that needs to be done within and by the Organization in the first place. I am aware of the fact that the relations between ECO and other regional and international organizations, including those belonging to the UN family, have been established and seem to be generally progressing. But, all of us in ECO, whether coming from a founding member or new members, would like - in fact, expect -to see a much more dynamic, active cooperation with other organizations, institutions and agencies. I can say, with a sense of certitude, that we are not happy at all with the status quo. Cooperative arrangements between ECO and others leave much to be desired. But, as in any other relationship, it takes two to tango. Other organizations, and I may add, particularly the UN and its bigger family, also need to help on their own part and pay due attention to the further development and expansion of such cooperation. They have the requisite experience and institutional capacity to engage in such cooperation, we should develop and nurture the capacity to do so. 

One specific aspect that I would like to underline here is the importance for ECO of keeping abreast of multilateral processes and how they develop and unfold at the international level, most prominently within the framework of the United Nations. For ECO and, I may add, its Secretariat, to be able to engage in a meaningful dialogue with other regional and international organizations and develop fruitful cooperative arrangements, it needs to be fully in the picture of multilateral processes and their internal dynamism. It should be able to address the ever- expanding catalogue of relevant issues, both current and emerging, on a par with the rest of the international community. This is a must and irreplaceable. Going back to the first question, developing the requisite capacity to do so depends on the strengthening of the expertise and professionalism of the Secretariat. This is where we should start in taking the necessary steps for betterment and improvement of the situation and performance. ■
Russian Translator joins the ECO Secretariat

Mr. Daniyar Moldakhmet - a Kazakh national joined the ECO Secretariat in August as a Russian Translator. He has replaced Mr. Akim Urmantayev who has now been appointed as a Russian Interpreter.■
ECO Secretariat bids farewell to the Data Base Officer
Mr. Aamir Ghani Mir who served in the Secretariat as Data Base Officer since July 1998 returned to Pakistan on completion of his tour of duty. He was the Head of the IT Department of the Secretariat and had played an important role in the modernization of ECO Secretariat. 

To bid him farewell, a reception was held at the Secretariat. Speaking on the occasion, the ECO Secretary General praised Mr. Aamir Ghani Mir for the hard work and dedication with which he had served the Organization. Rich tributes were also paid to him by his colleagues who wished him good health, happiness and success in his future endeavours. 

(((
ECO Bulletin is published quarterly by the secretariat of the Economic Cooperation Organization. Opinions expressed in articles and other materials are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect ECO policy.

Secretariat of the Economic Cooperation Organization
Address: No.1 Golbou Alley, Kamraniyeh, 

Tehran – Islamic Republic of IRAN

P.O. Box: 14155-6176

Tel : (9821) 2831733-34

Fax: (9821) 2831732

WEB: http://www.ecosecretariat.org
E-Mail: registry@ecosecretariat.org
Coordinators for the ECO Bulletin:

Abolghasem Tahmasebi, Assit. Director
Mohammad Reza Malakooti, Graphics & Design

[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.png]


[image: image5.png]




































