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Message of the Secretary General
On the historic occasion of the 7th summit held on October 14, 2002 in Istanbul-Turkey, ECO Heads of State through the momentous Istanbul Declaration provided a new dimension to ECO for promotion of economic collaboration among its members. The declaration offers a new course of action with emphasis on the need for a meaningful and pro-active regional cooperation. This huge mandate rests a big responsibility on the shoulder of the Secretariat to implement important projects in order to achieve these objectives. Strong economic cooperation also demands a secure and stable business environment in the region to let private sector flourish. 

The First decade of regional cooperation among the members, was greatly devoted for laying a strong foundation, institution building and formulation of the basic agreements. As we have now passed this stage, our focus for the future should be on the realization of these goals and objectives. It is my aspiration to bring ECO closer to the international community for a greater economic cooperation in global arena. Today, ECO is regarded as a respectable regional organization capable of addressing the needs of the member states. The challenges confronting ECO should be overcome, to ensure regional prosperity through collective measures.

What is imperative after the conclusion of the 7th ECO Summit is the materialization of the vision presented by the honorable Heads of State as well as the Foreign Ministers, by utilizing all means available at our disposal in the shortest time. In addition, the 1st Ministerial meeting on environment and the 2nd Ministerial Meeting on energy are planned to be held soon in Tehran, which would make important decisions in these fields of cooperation.

The 7th Summit has also taken place on the eve of the tenth anniversary of the ECO enlargement from the three founding members to an important regional block of ten strong members. Every year November 28, is celebrated as the ECO Day to mark ECO expansion. It is indeed a matter of rejoicing, but this occasion will revitalize our collective partnership. The messages of felicitations and solidarity are exchanged among the ECO Heads of State, the Foreign Ministers and Secretary General, which re-assures our collective resolve and determination to work together to succeed in our future endeavors.  
After assuming the post of the Secretary General, four months ago, I have sought the support of member states in re-assessing the past performance and introducing new blood into the organization. Here, I deem it necessary to express my gratitude and appreciation to all the member states and their esteemed permanent representatives in Tehran for extending their relentless support for all new initiatives.

Finally, since this will be the last issue of the year, I take this opportunity to sincerely congratulate the member states and esteemed readers of the Bulletin and wish them a very happy and prosperous new year. 

Ambassador Seyed Mojtaba Arastou
The 7th ECO Summit Meeting
The 7th Summit meeting of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), held on October 14, 2002 in Istanbul, Turkey was opened by H.E. Seyed Mohammad Khatami, President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, as the Chairman of the 6th ECO Summit, who invited H.E. Mr. Ahmet Necdet Sezer, President of the Republic of Turkey, to take over the Chairmanship of the 7th ECO Summit meeting. 

The meeting was attended  by H.E. Mr. Hamid Karzai, President of the Transitional Islamic State of Afghanistan, H.E. Mr. Heydar Aliyev, President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, H.E. Mr. Askar Akaev, President of the Kyrgyz Republic, H.E. General Pervez Musharraf, President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, H.E. Mr. Emomali Rakhmonov, President of the Republic of Tajikistan H.E. Mr. Kassymzhomart Tokaev, Secretary of State-Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan,, H.E. Mr. Recep Saparov, Deputy Chairman of the Cabinet of Ministers of Turkmenistan, H.E. Mr. Erkin Khalilov, Chairman of the Oliy Majlis (Parliament) of the Republic of Uzbekistan. 
The Secretary General of ECO H.E Seyed Mojaba Arastou also attended the meeting.
The Heads of State/Delegations delivered their statements and welcomed H.E. Mr. Seyed Mojtaba Arastou as the new Secretary General of ECO and expressed their confidence that he would make a valuable contribution to promote the regional cooperation, and enhancing the international image of the organization.

The Heads/ Representatives of UN Agencies and other regional & international organizations such as UN-ESCAP, IDB, UNICEF, UNODCCP, UNCTAD, ITC, ICARDA, BSEC, COMCEC and D-8 attended the 7th Summit.H.E. Mr. Antonio Maria Costa, Executive Director of the United Nations Office for Drug Control and Crime Prevention (UNODCCP), H.E. Prof. Dr. Adel El-Beltagy, Director General, International Centre for Agriculture Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA), H.E. Ambassador Valeri Chechelashvili, Secretary General, Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC), H.E. Ambassador Ayhan Kamel, Executive Director of the Developing-8 Countries (D-8) and Dr. Mehmet Gunal, Acting  Deputy Undersecretary, State Planning Organization of Turkey, for Standing Committee for Commercial & Economic Cooperation of OIC (COMCEC) read out their messages/ statements.
H.E. Prof. Dr. Şűkrű Sina Gűrel, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey, in his capacity as the Chairman of the 12th COM, presented its report to the Summit.

H.E. Ambassador Seyed Mojtaba Arastou, Secretary General of ECO in his statement highlighted the important activities and the future plan of actions of the Organization. 
The meeting agreed with the offer made by H.E. the President of the Republic of Tajikistan to host the 8th ECO Summit meeting in 2004. 

· In a spirit of ever growing friendship and good neighbourly relations, based on respect for sovereignty, territorial integrity and inviolability of borders the participating Heads of State/Heads of Delegation reviewed the decade-long performance of the expanded ECO with reference to its achievements and the challenges it may encounter in the new millennium taking into account the profound developments in the region and in the world. They expressed their unflinching determination to strengthen the multi-dimensional regional cooperation especially in areas of Trade and Investment, Transport and Communications, Energy, Minerals, Environment, Agriculture, Industry and Drug Control to realize the objectives stipulated in the Treaty of Izmir and subsequently reaffirmed in declarations/communiqués adopted at the previous six summits and one extraordinary summit meeting held in Tehran (1992), Istanbul (1993), Islamabad (1995), Ashgabat (1996 & 1997), Almaty (1998) and Tehran (2000). 

· They observed that for the past 10 years their efforts focused on the establishment of multi-sectoral institutional dialogue capable of transforming the desires and hopes of over 350 million people of the ECO region for economic development and mutually beneficial economic cooperation into a tangible reality. Encouraged by the ECO achievements they would now ensure that the forces of regional cooperation, impulses of shared cultural and social affinities and the principles of mutual benefit would continue to guide them in their efforts to achieve economic prosperity in the region and their successful integration into world economy. In this respect, they underpinned the urgent need for creation of favourable climate for effective utilization of rich economic potentials of the ECO member states. To this end, they encouraged special promotional measures for intra-regional trade and investments.

· They declared their support for the Islamic State of Afghanistan’s efforts to restore peace and stability in the country to encourage effective participation of the international community in their campaign to launch reconstruction work in its war-ravaged country. They supported the efforts for reconstruction of Afghanistan for realizing concrete projects in line with the national priorities of the Transitional Islamic Government of Afghanistan by establishing ECO Fund within the possible financial/budgetary modalities acceptable to the member states.

· They reaffirmed their resolve to further strengthen the institutional and legal framework of the cooperation for developing the region and to this effect they also desired to use the dynamics and the potential of the private sector for implementing ECO projects and programmes.
· Welcomed the launching of a regular container train on Istanbul- Tehran-Turkmenabad-Tashkent-Almaty route of Trans-Asian Railway main line and the pilot run of the ECO passenger train from Almaty on the same route in 2002 as concrete achievement of the regional cooperation and hoped that these trains would pave the way for the promotion of tourism and trade in the region.

· Noted that the revival of the Silk Road Development Project can play an important role in facilitating transportation within the ECO region and beyond.

· Called for further progress of ECO-IDB project on interconnection of power systems in the ECO region, as well as the implementation of the Plan of Action for Energy/Petroleum Cooperation in the ECO region (2001-2005) and reiterated the necessity to further develop cooperation in this priority field.

· Stressed the importance of the development of the region’s mineral resources in a sustainable manner and noting with satisfaction. The ECO activities carried out in the fields of minerals and environment, underlined the need for dealing with the most urgent issues faced by the member states in these areas.

· Called for the promotion of environmental cooperation within ECO, and entrusted the task to the First Ministerial meeting on Environment (Tehran, December 2002) to formulate a framework for regional cooperation in this context.
· Stressed the importance of cooperation in Human Resource Development within ECO region in view of its central role in the development of the member states. In this regard they called for special attention to the empowerment of women and their full participation in the economic development activities in the ECO region.

· Emphasized the importance of trade liberalization efforts in the region and early finalization and implementation of ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA) that will envisage the removal of non-tariff barriers and progressive reduction of tariffs within an optimal timeframe.

· Underlined the importance of strengthening the existing relations among national Chambers of Commerce and Industry within the framework of ECO-CCI and wished that the necessary measures would be introduced to facilitate contacts and legal procedures to stimulate the development of sectors such as energy, environment, transport, communication, agriculture, industry, tourism, health etc. leading to greater interaction at professional level and resulting in more public awareness and opinion in favour of ECO.
· Expressed the wish that the ECO Trade and Development Bank and ECO Reinsurance Company soon be established so that they may play their due role in fostering economic development in the region. Also, they called for an early establishment of ECO Science Foundation;

· Took note with satisfaction of the efforts of the ECO Secretariat to stimulate participation of the private sector in its economic programmes and activities. In this regard, they acknowledged the joint ECO/ITC efforts in expanding intra-ECO Trade and the business community’s participation in the 1st ECO-CEC (Consultancy and Engineering Company) meeting held in Pakistan in March, 2002 and the successful scheduling of the ECO Business Forum on the sidelines of the Summit. They expressed the hope that the process would promote tangible contacts between the entrepreneurial community of the member states.

· Resolved to cooperate on international trade issues to ensure a rule-based non-discriminatory and equitable international economic system responsive to the legitimate interests of the developing world and to assist the member states seeking accession to WTO.

· Called for the strengthening of mutual cooperation in the field of agriculture to benefit from the potential and various opportunities available in this field particularly as envisaged in the Islamabad Declaration on Agricultural Cooperation among the member states adopted by the First ECO Ministerial meeting on Agriculture held in Islamabad in July 2002. 

· Reiterated that the action against drugs is a common and shared responsibility requiring an integrated regional approach on preventing illicit production, trafficking and use of drugs and in this regard appreciated the technical and financial assistance of UNDCP and EU in launching the 2nd phase of joint project for strengthening the Drug Control Coordination Unit at the ECO Secretariat.

· Emphasized the importance of the initiative for establishment of ECO Smuggling and Customs Offences Data Bank.

· Took note of the status reports of the ECO Institutions and Specialized Agencies. In this context, they called upon the member states to take necessary measures to improve the performance of the ECO Shipping Company, ECO Cultural Institute, ECO Insurance College and ECO Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 

· Appreciated the growing relations with regional and international organizations and financial institutions including WTO, UNDP, UNDCP, UNESCAP, UNCTAD, FAO, IRU, IDB, OSJD, ITC, ASEAN and UIC. In particular, they noted the financial and technical support from UNDP and IDB in the fields of trade, transport, energy, agriculture and health. They invited the relevant international as well as regional organizations to continue providing technical and financial assistance and further extending it to areas such as environment, food security, management, transfer of technology, rural poverty alleviation, energy efficiency, etc.

· While appreciating the services of H.E. Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi former ECO Secretary General, Heads of State/Heads of Delegation welcomed the appointment of H.E. Mr. Seyed Mojtaba Arastou as the new Secretary General and expressed the confidence that he would make a valuable contribution to promoting the regional cooperation and enhancing the international image of ECO.

· The participating Heads of State/Heads of Delegation expressed their profound thanks for the sagacious manner in which H.E. Mr. Ahmet Necdet Sezer, President of the Republic of Turkey, had conducted the deliberations during the 7th ECO Summit. They also expressed their sincere gratitude to the Government and the people of the Republic of Turkey for the warm hospitality and excellent organization of the Summit and other ECO meetings in the beautiful and historic city of Istanbul.
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	H.E. Mr. Hamid Karzai, President of the Islamic Transitional State of Afghanistan 


· “… Restoration of peace and stability in Afghanistan, a country strategically located in the heart of Asia and a vital cross road between Central Asia, South Asia, the Middle East and China, with vast untapped natural resources, provides great potential for the significant contribution of our country in the future of ECO”.

· “… Afghanistan is open to business, and would like to see a higher degree of assistance from our partners in the ECO in the priority areas of transportation, communications, energy, petroleum and gas, and power generation. We call upon member states to accelerate their efforts in the successful execution of mutually beneficial projects, particularly in the area of hydrocarbon resources, building pipelines, roads and interconnection of power grids. The consolidation of peace and stability depends on regional cooperation”.

· “… We want to build modern State based on our Islamic values promoting justice, rule of law, human rights and freedom of commerce, and to form a bridge between cultures and civilizations. We want to be a model of tolerance and prosperity rooted in the rich heritage of Islamic civilization”.

	
	H.E. Mr. Heydar Aliyev, President of the Republic of Azerbaijan 


·  “… All conditions for Economic Cooperation Organization to make serious success in the regional cooperation exist. Historic closeness of our people, common religion and in some cases common language, similarities of our countries in some instances and cultural-moral tightness create reliable foundation for it”.

· “… Since its creation some documents were signed and respective institutions were created so that to expand the activity of organization and to assist it in fulfilling its tasks. There is a necessity to create an economic center to find out development priorities, to carry out economic analyses and to prepare joint projects”.

· “…Today we carry great works to develop oil and gas reserves in the Caspian Sea basin. But more beneficial use of region’s energy resources require the definition of Caspian Sea legal status”.

	
	H.E. Mr. Seyed Mohammad Khatami, President of the Islamic Republic of Iran 


·  “… With the elapse of the first decade which was the decade for “laying the foundation and preparing the basic documents for cooperation, I hope that we could proceed for the second decade, which could be called “the decade of promotion and enhancement” with more motivation and collective cooperation”.

· “… The establishment of ECO Special Fund for assisting Afghanistan’s reconstruction that has been adopted by the Council of Ministers is commendable and should be operationalized as soon as possible”.

· “… ECO has a small share in the international trade. Concrete steps must be taken to remove the existing barriers of intra-regional trade and in the next step, the efforts should be focused on the development of intra-regional trade”.
· “… The launching of Almaty-Tashkent-Turkmanabad-Tehran-Istanbul railways as a pilot project is considered a valuable and important step that can play an important role in the development of people-to-people ties and contact. It is hoped that member states will make concerted efforts to eliminate the obstacles hindering final and continued implementation of this project”.

	
	H.E. Mr. Akayev A.A. President of the Kyrgyz Republic 


·  “… Kyrgyzstan lays special emphasis on the ECO Summit meetings. We have repeatedly stressed at various forums our adherence to cooperate within the framework of the ECO and henceforth we will make maximum efforts for further promotion and facilitation of its goals and objectives stipulated in the Charter – the Treaty of Izmir”.

· “…I wish to emphasize an urgency of adoption of the ECO Plan of Action on joint participation of our countries in economic reconstruction and further development of Afghanistan, as well as the necessity of involving in the ECO activity by expanding the existing programmes and projects of the Organization”.

· “… For successful regional economic integration and development of trade and economic relations, it is necessary to activate works on implementation of the ECO Transit Trade Agreement, Transit Transportation Framework Agreement and finally coordinate and conclude the ECO Trade Agreement Kyrgyzstan supports the ECO Secretariat’s efforts on effective involving of private sector to trade programmes and projects of our organization. The earliest establishment of the ECO Trade and Development Bank will certainly be a catalyst of regional economic cooperation”.
	
	H.E. General Pervez Musharraf, President of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan


· “… We must develop an agreed vision and time-bound targets to realize the full potential of our Organization”.

· “… Specifically, the finalization of the ECO Trade Agreement, ratification by all states of the Transit Transport Framework Agreement, completion of road and rail links, the early establishment of the ECO Trade and Development Bank and ECO Reinsurance Company are some of the areas which need our urgent attention. Similarly, while we laud the establishment of the ECO Cultural Institute, there is an urgent need to launch the ECO Science Foundation and the ECO Educational Institute”.

· “… The organization needs also to identify the comparative advantages of each state in different sectors of economic activity for mutually beneficial cooperation. We should establish Centres of Excellence, to make available expertise to member states at reasonable cost”.

· “… The ECO must become the vehicle for the integration of its member states with the global economy. We must work to ensure that our peoples share the benefits of globalization and avoid its adverse effects”.

· “… We have very special linkages with our Afghan brothers. Pakistan supports fully the establishment of durable peace and the reconstruction and rehabilitation of Afghanistan”.

	
	H.E. Mr. Ahmet Necdet Sezer, President of the Republic of Turkey


· “…Our planet is undergoing into globalization in a regular momentum. Fast development in communication and information technology causes interdependence in international relations and requires solidarity. In order to minimize the adverse effect of and get the maximum benefit from the globalization we have to promote our relations within the framework of regional economic cooperation”.

· “… We strongly support ECO to participate in the work of reconstruction of Afghanistan. Therefore, we would like ECO to help Afghanistan with special attendance and diligently”.

Turkey attaches great importance to ECO as a forum for promoting regional economic cooperation. We are keen to see ECO operating efficiently and effectively serving the needs and fulfilling the aspirations of its member states. Efficient and effective Organization can establish peace and stability and increase the prosperity of the people in the region.

· “…The low level of intra-regional trade inspite of vast potential of the region directs us to spend more efforts to promote trade among member states. We fully support the efforts in gradual removal of tariff and non-tariff barriers in intra-trade in the region. The relevant Articles of Treaty of Izmir, ECO basic document, should be followed. In this regard, we are expecting the ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA) to be signed by all member states as soon as possible”.

· “…With the understanding that the private sectors of the member states are the main factors in increasing the intra regional trade and they need new mechanisms to carry out this important task an ECO Business Forum (EBF) on the sidelines of the 7th ECO Summit meeting has been organized in Istanbul. Holding such kind of Forums by the private sectors and business communities on regular basis, will pave the way for the expanding of intra regional trade”.

· “…Cooperation in the field of energy is yet another important subject which can contribute to the well-being of the ECO member states, thus be conducive to the political and economic stability in our region. Turkey is a transitional country through which major oil and gas pipeline projects have been developed to transport oil and natural gas from the hydrocarbon rich countries situated in the region to the world markets”.

	
	H.E. Mr. Emomali Rahmonov, President of the Republic of Tajikistan 


·  “… From our point of view, in the short term perspective, the establishment of mutually agreed legislative base for international transportation in ECO region for all type of transport, including multi modal transportation is of great importance”.

· “… As the Central Asian countries do not have direct access to the sea ports, the strong impetus for the strengthening geopolitical, trade and economic importance of the region in general could be establishment of the common transport corridor”.

· “… The cooperation in hydro energy, without any doubt, is considered as one of the priority trend of multilateral cooperation within the frame of ECO. Tajikistan has the richest hydro energy resources in the region”.

· “… On the volume of drugs confiscation from illegal drug smuggling Tajikistan is becoming the fourth in the world and the first in the CIS countries. That’s why we are thinking that the activity of Coordination unit on drug control within ECO Secretariat has perceptible output for the ceasing illegal production, turnover and transit of drugs and sedatives in the region of Organization”.

· “… The Government of the Republic of Tajikistan is ready to provide overall support to Afghanistan, both on bilateral and multilateral levels”.
	Highlights from the

Statements of

The Head of Delegations
	


	
	H.E. Mr. Kassymzhomart TOKAEV, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan 


·  “… In view of the previous years’ experience, a new stage of the development of our Organization urges us to revise organizational structure of the ECO and requires introducing changes into the founding documents thus bringing them in conformity with nowadays demands”.

· “… Kazakhstan attaches great importance to the export of mineral resources and construction of oil and gas pipelines, motor and railway roads”.

· “… The construction of trans-regional and transcontinental pipelines is an imperative demand of the time, the real and most efficient way to overcome the ever deepening energy crisis, existing discrepancies in distribution and consumption of the resources”.

·  “… The prospects of regional cooperation within the framework of the Organization to large extent depends on the successful process of the economic recovery of Afghanistan”.

Turkmenistan:
· “…Since the last Summit Meeting held in Tehran, the world has undergone the changes that identified qualitative new trends of global policy, and at the same time, moved our region in the center of  attention of the world community. Undoubtedly, new possibilities for gingering up of the regional cooperation, attraction of investments in more perspective directions of economy of our countries appeared in new conditions. From this point of view, it is obvious that Economic Cooperation Organization is to work out conceptual trends of mutually beneficial partnership in new environment keeping in view the interests of each ECO Member State”.
·  “…It is necessary to underline, that regional cooperation of the ECO Member states demonstrates mutual understanding and respect. The experience of cooperation within ECO shows, that good will opens a vast opportunities for solving great tasks having not only regional but interregional importance. Gingering up of ECO’s activities will promote for further development of the good neighborliness and partnership links in the region. There is no doubt, that the economic cooperation of the ECO Member states in the name of well being of our peoples in terms of peace, stability and understanding has been a determinative component in the ECO activity”. 

Uzbekistan:
· “… The efforts of the ECO Member states have resulted in forming of a spirit of mutual understanding and trust, which is a safe ground for the ongoing enhancement of mutually beneficial cooperation, based on principles of parity and national interests of every member of the Organization. The 10 years’ functioning of ECO in an extended team is the convincing evidence of our States’ commitment to the idea of developing the trade and economic relations and multilateral cooperation”.

· “… We believe that the practical results of the ECO’s activities are a constant dialogue among our states, availability of reliable mechanisms for collective consideration of matters related to the strengthening of cooperation in different fields, enhancement of trade among the ECO Member states, achievement of the dynamic economic growth and consolidation of spiritual and cultural links among the regional countries”.

· “… The further development of our partnership is undoubtedly preconditioned by the positive experience accumulated by us for the previous years of joint work and today’s expectations of the ECO States as well. We hope that the Organization’s potential will be disclosed to the maximum extent and its place in the world will be fixed at most. In the era of globalization of economies, strengthening of integration links the ECO can and must become one of the most authoritative international organizations capable of solving the urgent problems of the economic and humanitarian interaction in the region”.

	
	COM


The 12th Meeting of the ECO Council of Ministers
The 12th meeting of the Council of Ministers (COM) was held on October 12, 2002 in Istanbul, Turkey. The meeting was attended by delegations of the Islamic Transitional State of Afghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan, Republic of Turkey, Turkmenistan and Republic of Uzbekistan. The ECO Secretariat delegation was headed by H.E Seyed Mojtaba Arastou, the Secretary General.

H.E. Talbak Nazarov, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Tajikistan in his capacity as the Chairman of the 11th ECO COM opened the meeting. H.E Professor Dr. Sukru Sina Gurel, the Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister of the Republic of Turkey was elected as the Chairman of the 12th COM meeting.
The Foreign Ministers/Heads of Delegation delivered their statements expressing views of their respective governments regarding regional cooperation among the member states and the ongoing as well as the planned ECO activities. 

In his statement to the 12th COM, Mr. Arastou referred to his comprehensive report on the ECO ongoing activities and projects, requested the Honourable Ministers to provide the required support to the Organization. Referring to the important developments in Afghanistan he pointed out that the return of rule of law and normalcy in Afghanistan could play its due role as a crucial link in the revival of the centuries old trading link between China, Central-Asia, and South-Asia.  He emphasized that Afghanistan can re-emerge as a bridge between the land-locked countries and the coastal states of ECO.  

The Executive Director of the ECO Cultural Institute and the Dean of the ECO College of Insurance presented the Annual Reports on the activities of their institutions to the COM. The Heads of the ECO Shipping Company and the ECO Chamber of Commerce & Industry also submitted their Annual Reports through the Secretariat to the COM. The Council called upon the member states to take the necessary measures to improve the performance of the ECO Shipping Company, the ECO Cultural Institute, the ECO College of Insurance and the ECO Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

The Council called for an early establishment and operationalization of the approved regional institutions and specialized agencies including the ECO Science Foundation and the ECO Trade and Development Bank as well as the ECO Reinsurance Company.

The Council called upon those member states which have not done so to ensure early ratification of ECO agreements particularly the Treaty of Izmir. In this respect, a request for early harmonization of TTFA (1998) and TTA (1995) was made.

The Ministers welcomed the return of normalcy in Afghanistan and emphasized the need to promptly address the issues of rehabilitation, reconstruction and development for the welfare of the Afghan people. They appreciated the unanimous support among the member states for this purpose and welcomed the efforts of the member states of ECO in devising a Plan of Action to promote international and regional participation in this plan. 

The Government of Afghanistan was requested to avail Training facilities/scholarships offered in various fields by some ECO member states, at the earliest.

The Ministers supported the establishment of a Special ECO Fund to assist early implementation of the reconstruction projects in Transport, Trade, Agriculture, Education, Health and Telecommunications sectors. It was also decided that the financial experts from the member states would be invited to finalize the financial modality for the establishment and subsequent operation of the Special ECO Fund for reconstruction projects in Afghanistan. 

The Ministers also called for arranging an ECO seminar on the reconstruction of Afghanistan in order to come up with realistic and concrete recommendations for raising ECO’s collective assistance programme for Afghanistan. 

The Ministers welcomed the idea of utilization of ECO Feasibility Fund for preparation of feasibility studies for the reconstruction projects and directed the Secretariat to approach international donor agencies for financing these projects. In this regard, the Ministers urged the Secretariat to prepare a Plan of Action taking due note of the various proposals of the member states to be forwarded to the relevant regional and international organizations such as UNDP, ADB, IDB, UNDCP and WB to raise additional funds for the proposed reconstruction projects. 
The Council also emphasized the need to harmonize the time frame of various ECO meetings. The Council also agreed that the next Calendar of Events may be organized in such a way that it covers the proposed activities for a period of two years.

Mr. Rifat Hisarciklioglu, Chairman of the Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey and Foreign Economic Relations Board briefed the Council about the ECO Business Forum (EBF) organized by ECO-ITC on October 11, 2002 in Istanbul.  The Council took note of the presentation made by the President of the Union and welcomed the proposal of EBF that the ECO Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ECO-CCI) shall have a permanent Secretariat. In this regard, the President of the Union of Chambers of Commodity Exchanges of Turkey offered to host the permanent Secretariat of ECO CCI in Turkey.
The Council welcomed the offer of the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic to host the 13th meeting of the Council of Ministers in 2003.

The Ministers also expressed their appreciation and thanks to the Secretary General H.E Syed Mojtaba Arastou and other ECO Staff for the preparation of the excellent documentation and their valuable services to facilitate the work of the meeting.

	
	WGSO


4th WGSO meeting- Istanbul-Turkey

The 10th Council of Ministers recommended the establishment of a Working Group of Senior Officials (WGSO) to examine ways & means of improving the effectiveness and efficiency of the ECO and its Regional Institutions & Specialized Agencies.
Scope of WGSO has gradually increased within the framework of the organization, which has ultimately expanded its work. 

Since its inception, WGSO has met thrice under the Chairmanship of H.E. Dr. Seyed Mohammad Hossein Adeli, Deputy Foreign Minister for Economic Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

The 4th meeting of WGSO was held in Istanbul on October 9-10, October 2002 under the Chairmanship of H.E. Mr. Alev Kilic, Deputy Undersecretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey.

The agenda of the meetings included review of projects and annual calendar of events, target setting for ECO activities/programmes, promotion of participation by member states especially at appropriate level in important ECO events and implementation of the economic cooperation strategy for ECO. Additionally WGSO focused on ECO’s participation in the reconstruction of Afghanistan and agreed to establish a Special ECO Fund to finance the priority projects..

The Secretariat prepared a number of strategic papers to help the Senior Officials to formulate their recommendations/reports for submission to Council of Ministers which provided short and long term objectives of the Organizations in the light of its performance in the past ten years. 
The 4th WGSO also recommended realistic targets/deadlines for motivating the Organization to achieve concrete results, particularly in the fields of Trade, Transport & Communications and Energy. In addition, the Secretariat was urged to expedite accessions/ratifications of agreements/ conventions in sectors namely transport & communications as well as trade. In this respect, greater involvement of private sector in ECO affairs, activation of ECO Chamber of Commerce & Industry (ECO-CCI) and the possibility of establishing an ECO Business Forum (EBF) were recommended.
The meeting agreed that a progressive and prudent approach should be adopted to enhance the effectiveness as well as the efficiency of ECO and to devise a mechanism for periodic review of the activities with a view to removing the systemic deficiencies that may exist within the existing ECO framework. In this regard, the WGSO recommended to the Council of Ministers to establish a mechanism that may evaluate the work of the Organization and come up with the recommendations when required on the effectiveness and the efficiency of ECO, by including this issue as a permanent agenda item of SOM as well as asking high level officials to convene to discuss this issue as appropriate.

The meeting also reiterated its request to the Secretariat for a comparative study of the experience of other regional organizations to see whether setting of targets had worked as a motivating force for implementing their work programmes.  
	
	ECO Award


In the course of the 7th ECO Summit, a Ceremony of Awards was also held. The ECO Award 2002 winners were selected from the nominations submitted by the member states and the names of the winners were as follows:
1) In the field of Agriculture and Environment - Mr. Ezotollah Karimi of Islamic Republic of Iran. 2) In the field of History, Culture and Fine Arts - A team comprising of Prof. Dr. Nuran Zeren Gulersoy, Prof. Dr. Azime Tezer and Prof. Dr. Reyhan Yigiter of Republic of Turkey. 3) In the field of Science and Technology - Dr. Riazuddin of Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 4) In the field of Science and Technology - Mr. Rustamov Musa Ismailoglu of Republic of Azerbaijan. 5) In the field of Science and Technology - Mr. Zakirjan Salimov of Republic of Uzbekistan. 6) In the field of Science and Technology - Mr. Safiev Khaider of Republic of Tajikistan. 7) In the field of Education Mr. Kamal Smailov of Republic of Kazakhstan. 8) In the field of Economy - Prof. Dr. Talaibek Koichumanov of Kyrgyz Republic. 
The Chairman of the Summit H.E. Mr. Ahmet Necdet Sezer, President of the Republic of Turkey presented awards to the recipients. 

	
	EBF


ECO Business Forum (Istanbul-Turkey)
H.E. Seyed Mojtaba Arastou, ECO Secretary General, in his opening remarks to the ECO Business Forum (EBF) expressed his profound appreciation to the UNDP and the ITC for their continued cooperation with ECO in achievement of its goals in the field of trade and investment. He further stated that, the Forum organized within the framework of joint ECO /ITC project on expanding intra-regional trade and focus on seeking ways and means of identifying and analyzing the existing obstacles on the way of trade expansion among the member states.  He also thanked Istanbul Chamber of Commerce for its cooperation.  Mr. Arastou emphasized that development of a strong and dynamic private sector would expedite the economic growth of the ECO region.  
The 1st EBF made the following Recommendations: 
· The ECO member states may consider a policy objective of achieving free trade among themselves within a reasonable time; giving due regard to the WTO principles. In this regard all out efforts should be made towards reaching consensus on the proposed ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA); 

· ECO member states be encouraged to participate in regional discussions, preferably through the ECO Council of Heads of Customs Administration, on simplification and harmonization of Customs rules and procedures, including harmonization of tariff nomenclature, standardising and simplifying customs documents and procedures. 

· ECO member states may agree to the collection and publication of present administrative guidelines and Customs laws and regulations as a first step in the process of making Customs procedures both transparent and efficient. 

· Those ECO member states having technologically advanced and business friendly customs regimes be encouraged to share technical assistance and experience on Customs related issues with those member states, which require so.   

· Since custom’s clearance procedures are complex and time consuming; approvals from several authorities are needed for obtaining required certificates & documents and repetitive inspections (e.g. roadblocks) can reach to a deterring extent, adoption of simplified procedures, decreased number of authorities and flexibility in enforcement of international standards would significantly encourage trade. 

· ECO may commence efforts, through regional discussions among member states’ immigration authorities to harmonize their policies and laws related to the movement of business-persons. In this regard member states, may consider expanding the scope of the existing Agreement on Simplification of Visa Procedures for the ECO Businessmen. 

· Inadequacies in transportation infrastructure being a common problem warrant immediate attention of the ECO member states. The early harmonization and implementation of ECO Transit Trade Agreement (TTA) and Transit Transport Framework Agreement (TTFA) will provide the necessary legal ground for facilitating transit transportation. Moreover, harmonization and reduction of transit fees and charges may be given due priority.

· In order to mitigate the negative impact of frequent amendments in rules and regulations, consistency and continuity of regulations may be ensured. Therefore, it is important to announce effectively these changes in rules and regulations through common information channels. In this regard, developing electronic communication network may be devised through the use of ECO Trade Net (ETN). 

· Taking into account the problems in the banking and trade financing services, namely delays in conducting banking transactions, existence of cash limits, inappropriate functioning of letter of credit mechanisms, insufficiency of trade finance, big differences between official and black-market exchange rates, convertibility and conversion issues, efforts may be made for adopting international standards in banking and accounting systems as well as foreign exchange regimes. The ECO Trade & Development Bank (ETDB) should be established to function as a regional Eximbank, giving support to the external trade.

· Since weak infrastructure (both physical and non-physical) and missing rail and road links in transport sector are hampering trade in the region, concerned national authorities of member states may be urged to take appropriate remedial action. 

· In order to make ECO Chamber of Commerce and Industries (ECO-CCI) more effective and with a view to improving its coordination with member chambers and ECO Secretariat, it is imperative that its Secretariat be permanently located in one of the member states. In this regard, the Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchange of Turkey offered to host the Permanent Secretariat of ECO-CCI. 

	
	Interview with 
H.E. Mr. Rifat Hisarciklioglu, 
Chairman of the union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey


Q: Istanbul Chamber is being co-host of 1st ECO Business Forum (EBF), what are the main objectives of this initiative?

A: ECO countries have sustainable friendship beside economic and commercial relations. These relations has existed for many years and I am of the view that relations should not be based only on commercial motives. If you like to make sound financial and commercial base, you must have friendship and understanding among partners. Developing trade relations among the private sector of ECO members requires understanding of leaders/decision makers of both political as well as business communities. Both communities should work together to provide favourable environment for promotion of intra-regional trade. Holding of this business forum on the side-line of ECO Summit is realization of this idea which, will provide an opportunity to convey concerns of business community to the leadership of ECO members.

Q: Are you satisfied with the outcome of EBF?
A: Yes, I am fully satisfied with the outcomes but more important thing is the implementation of these decisions agreed by EBF to be realized, which would help ECO’s business communities. ECO Chamber of Commerce, has to have a Permanent Secretariat at certain locations to enable it develop and pursue policies and to follow up on these decisions ensure their proper implementation.

Q: ECO has not succeeded in utilizing its full business potentials, as it has small share in the regional and international trade market. How this problem can be overcome?

A: We must increase intra-regional trade first, and later on expand it with international partners. Accumulation of Capital is also necessary which would help in promoting investment, and thus increasing trade volume. ECO members have dynamics and rich natural resources, it is our responsibility to use these resources wisely. What we need is a business friendly environment in the region.

Q: Turkey, because of its enormous economic potential, can play important role in the region. What is your point of view about this assertion?
A: It is a natural preference to develop trade with neighbouring countries. Our region has important geo-political and geo-strategic location. We have to create common synergies. 90% of Turkey’s exports are industrial products to international markets which shows Turkey’s industry among ECO members has reached to a level of maturity. What we need to do is to prefer regional products and to invest in our neighbouring countries in order to increase production and trade.

Q: What are the main impediments in promotion of trade in the region?

A: The present level of trade among the ECO countries is rather low and all ECO members have to cooperate in order to enhance it. The basic problems are low level of investments and capital flows within the region. We should also combine our expertise and resources and add values to the raw material produced in the region. For example Pakistan and Uzbekistan are the major producers of cotton and Turkey has capacity and technology to produce quality of garments for international markets. ECO countries have also precious minerals and energy resources which can be converted to finished products and sold in the international markets. For development of the region we have to share our experiences and assist the developing members with financial and technical assistance to generate economic activities in the region.
General Events
ECO Secretary General calls on Turkish President 
H. E. Seyed Mojtaba Arastou, ECO Secretary General, called on H. E. Mr. Ahmet Nejdet Sezer, President of the Republic of Turkey, in Ankara before the 7th ECO Summit and the 12th Council of Ministers meetings to be held in Turkey.

In this meeting the Turkish President, while stressing Turkey’s full commitment towards the ECO, pointed out that the Turkish Government will continue to do her part in furthering the cooperation. 

He underlined the importance of the transport sector in the region. He said that the ECO Transport Ministers are holding 4th Meeting in Izmir to take steps for the removal of obstacles in the area of transport and communication.  President Sezer also emphasized the issue of trade promotion and added that the forthcoming Summit will constitute a good opportunity to develop trade relations within the context of multilateral trading system of WTO, to have a transparent and rule-based intra regional trade. He also thanked ECO Secretary General and his staff taking necessary measures to hold the 7th Summit and 12th COM at the highest possible level.

In return, Mr. Arastou briefed the President on the ECO activities and said that the 7th Summit is important from three aspects. Firstly it is being held on the 10th Anniversary of ECO’s expansion, secondly, peace and normalcy have returned to Afghanistan and thirdly, ECO Business Forum will also be held on the sidelines of the Summit for the first time.
ECO Secretary General calls on Prime Minister of Turkey 

H. E. Mr. Bulent Ecevit, Prime Minister of the Republic of Turkey while receiving the ECO Secretary General, expressed full support to the ECO objectives.  He underlined that members states should participate actively in ECO’s programs in order to realize the potentials of the region. Mr. Ecevit also called ECO members to support Afghanistan in her efforts of reconstruction. 

H. E. Seyed Mojtaba Arastou, ECO Secretary General pointed out that the upcoming 7th ECO Summit would provide new directions to strengthen the cooperation among  ECO member states.  
ECO Secretary General calls on the Foreign Minister of Islamic Republic of Iran.
ECO Secretary General called on the Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran H.E. Dr. Kamal Kharrazi on September 19, 2002 in New York. The Foreign Minister, while appreciating the Secretary General's statement for the Informal Council of Ministers Meeting, encouraged him to make ECO more dynamic and effective organization.

ECO Secretary General calls on the President of the Kyrgyz Republic.
ECO Secretary General called on the President of Kyrgyz Republic H.E. Mr. Askar Akaev on 20 September 2002 at the United Nations Secretariat. The Kyrgyz President assured his support for the coming high level events to be held in Istanbul, Turkey in October 2002.

ECO Secretary General calls on the Foreign Minister of Tajikistan.
The Secretary General also called on the Foreign Minister of Tajikistan H.E. Dr. Talbak Nazarov on September 20, 2002 on the sidelines of the United Nations General Assembly meeting.

The Foreign Minister informed the Secretary General that the President of Tajikistan would attend the Summit Meeting of ECO to be held on October 14, 2002. 

Meeting with the Foreign Minister of Pakistan

The ECO Secretary General met with the Foreign Minister of Pakistan H.E. Mr. Inam ul Haque on September 19, 2002 in New York.

The Foreign Minister expressed the hope that Istanbul Declaration of the 7th Summit to be held on October 14, 2002 would be more goal oriented and different in the way of guiding ECO. 

The Foreign Minister, assured the Secretary General, of Pakistan's full support for ECO endeavours and coming events (COM & Summit) in Istanbul in October 2002.

International Cooperation 
7th ECO-ASEAN Joint Ministerial Meeting

7th ECO-ASEAN Joint Ministerial Meeting was held on the sidelines of the 57th session of the United Nations General Assembly on September 17, 2002 in New York. The meeting was co-chaired by the Foreign Minister of Tajikistan H.E. Dr. Talbak Nazarov and Foreign Minister of Indonesia H.E. Dr. N. Hassan Wirajuda and the Secretary General of ASEAN Dr. Rodolfo C. Severino, Jr. 

The Foreign Minister of Indonesia H.E. Dr. N. Hassan Wirajuda who co-chaired the meeting expressed the commitment of his government in strengthening ASEAN-ECO cooperation and appreciated the role of Secretary General of ASEAN H.E. Dr. Rodolfo C. Severino, Jr. and Secretary General of ECO H.E. Ambassador Seyed Mojtaba Arastou in this regard. He stated that in order to maintain momentum in fostering cooperation between ASEAN and ECO, involvement of all relevant stakeholders particularly the private sector was necessary. 

The Foreign Minister of Tajikistan while making his statement on behalf of ECO, pointed out similarities in the evolution of the two concerned organizations and asked for ASEAN support in meeting the challenges confronted by ECO. 

The Secretary General of ASEAN speaking on behalf of the ASEAN Secretariat recalled his meeting with the Secretary General of ECO in Bali in September 2002. He called for building of relations with ECO on the basis of study that would be undertaken by the two Secretariats.

The Secretary General of ECO H.E. Ambassador Seyed Mojtaba Arastou in his message stated that the adoption of policy of 'Open Regionalism' by ASEAN states had benefited them and ECO could learn from it. He emphasized the need of carrying out the Study on Strengthening of ECO-ASEAN Cooperation and called upon the meeting to adopt its Terms of Reference. 

The Permanent Representative of Afghanistan H.E. Dr. Ravan Farhadi, Representative of Thailand and Indonesia made brief comments and asked the meeting to endorse the Terms of Reference for the Joint Study on Strengthening ECO-ASEAN Cooperation. 

Thailand representative proposed 'Tourism' to be added in the scope of the study. The Thai representative also suggested holding a workshop on e-commerce, infrastructure, information technology, energy, trade and investment between ECO and ASEAN to explore options and exchange views with the involvement of private sectors. She urged the ECO member states to take advantage of trade and investment opportunities present in ASEAN region. 

The meeting adopted the Terms of Reference for the Joint Study on Strengthening ECO-ASEAN Cooperation with consensus.  The study will cover Trade, Investment, Transport & communications, Energy, Human Resource Development, Combating Organized crimes, Narcotics control, Finance & Banking, Science & Technology, SMEs and Industry Sectors.

Workshop on Private Sector Investment in the OIC countries and the role of IDB

17th session of the Standing Committee for Commercial and Economic Cooperation (COMCEC), the Islamic Development Bank (IDB), in cooperation with the State Planning Organization (SPO) of the Republic of Turkey, organized a three-day Workshop on the subject theme in Istanbul from 14-16 September, 2002.

Director (Trade & Investment) Syed Ijaz Hussain of the ECO Secretariat attended the said Workshop as a resource-person and delivered a Paper on “Private Sector Development in the ECO Region” (with particular focus on investment issues). Besides the ECO Secretariat, the Workshop was attended by 19-member states of the OIC, two observer states, affiliated institutions of the OIC and other International Organizations. 

During the course of the said Workshop, presentations on various aspects of Private Sector Development, promotion of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) and role of IDB were made by the representatives from the Islamic Centre for Development of Trade (ICDT), Statistical, Economic and Social Research & Training Centre for Islamic Countries (SESRTCIC), Islamic University of Technology (IUT), Organization of Islamic Ship-owners Association (OISA), International Finance Corporation (IFC), Asian Development Bank (ADB), UN Conference on Trade & Development (UNCTAD), Organization for Islamic Cooperation & Development (OECD), Industrial Development Bank of Turkey (TSKB), Islamic Cooperation for Development of the Private Sector (ICD) and IDB. 

Following the presentations of the various papers and the related discussions, the Workshop agreed to a set of recommendations on “Private Sector Investment in the Member Countries and the Role of IDB” and decided to forward them to the 18th session of the COMCEC for their consideration. 
7th Consultative Meeting of the Executive Heads of the Sub-regional Organizations in Bali, Indonesia

	
	UNESCAP


His Excellency Seyed Mojtaba Arastou, ECO Secretary General attended the 7th Consultative Meeting of the Executive Heads of the Sub-Regional Organizations in Asia and UNESCAP at Bali.

 The two day meeting in which the Secretary Generals of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN), South Asia Association of Regional Cooperation (SAARC), and Pacific Island Forum have participated, alongwith the UNESCAP Executive Secretary General considered ways and means of expanding regional cooperation. Role of information technology on rural poverty alleviation, ecological tourism and participation of the public in the activities of the regional organizations were the important issue came up for discussion. 
ECO Secretary General while presenting a report on the ongoing activities of the organization highlighted the need for active public participation in regional cooperation efforts. Stressing the importance of such regional cooperation he added that these four regional organizations encompassing forty three countries around Asia and Pacific provides a unique opportunity for regional cooperation. He recommended broader approach by UNESCAP in providing technical assistance for these four important regional organizations. Exchange of information with possibility of Inter-linking the networks of these organizations was also considered. It was decided to undertake required measures and explore technical possibilities for implementation of such initiative. 

It was decided that the progress reports of these activities shall be discussed in next meeting. The meeting also requested UNESCAP to expand its cooperation with these organizations. In this regard UNESCAP proposed a project with the cooperation of all these organizations. In this regard all four organizations will provide their comments/views on these proposals.
On the offer of the ECO Secretary General, it was agreed that the next meeting will be hosted by ECO in Tehran next year.
ECO Secretary General on the sideline of the meeting held talks with the Secretaries General of ASEAN and Pacific Island Forum to discuss ways for expansion of cooperation. Mr. Arastou in his meeting with ASEAN Secretary General discussed the issue of a joint project between the two organizations that the issue would be considered by the ECO-ASEAN Joint Ministerial Meeting to be held on the sideline of the UN General Assembly in New York. In his meeting with ESCAP Executive Secretary, Mr. Arastou emphasizing the need for expansion of cooperation between the two organizations, and proposed a joint projects, to be considered for implementation. 

	
	UNFPA


Meeting with the Executive Director of UNFPA

On September 19, 2002 the Secretary General H.E. Seyed Mojtaba Arastou called on the Executive Director of United Nations Fund for Population Affairs, H.E. Madam Thoraya Ahmed Obaid in her, office in New York.

The ECO Secretary General explained to the Executive Director about ECO's plan of participation in reconstruction efforts of Afghanistan.

The Secretary General asked the Executive Director to provide some ideas which ECO would use for its plan of participation in reconstruction efforts in Afghanistan. He expressed his desire to start a project with UNFPA in Afghanistan on the basis of that study. Secretary General also briefly touched upon the ECO proposal of networking the national research and policy institutions of the ECO Member states.

Both sides agreed to hold a Conference on HIV/AIDS in February 2003.

	
	UNDP


Meeting with the UNDP officials in New York

The Secretary General simultaneously called on Director for Regional Bureau for Asia and Pacific and Director of Regional Bureau for Europe and CIS (RBEC). H.E. Mr. Hafiz A. Pasha and Mr. Kalman Mizsei respectively, on September 20, 2002.

The meeting, besides reviewing the UNDP-ECO cooperation, discussed a project proposal to connect all the focal points on priority sectors of ECO cooperation with the ECO Secretariat, in order to have an efficient communication system.
	
	ECO Secretary General Meets Special Representative of United Nations' Secretary General on Afghanistan


ECO Secretary General called on the Special Representative of UN Secretary General on Afghanistan Mr. Lakhdar Brahimi on September 20, 2002 in New York. 

The Secretary General briefed the Special Representative regarding the ECO initiatives to help Afghanistan in its reconstruction efforts and requested the Special Representative to involve ECO  in UN efforts and noted the two organizations should work side by side for the reconstruction of Afghanistan.
ECO Secretary General Calls on the Ambassador of Germany

ECO Secretary General H.E. Seyed Mojtaba Arastou called on the Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany in Tehran H.E. Mr. Rudiger Reyels in his Embassy on October 2, 2002. He briefed the Ambassador about the recent developments in priority sectors of ECO cooperation and also matters of common interest come under discussion. 

ECO Secretary General Calls on the Ambassador of Japan to Tehran
ECO Secretary General H.E. Seyed Mojtaba Arastou called on the Ambassador of Japan H.E. Kawamura in Tehran on October 21, 2002. 

The Japanese Ambassador congratulated Ambassador Arastou for a very successful ECO Summit. ECO Secretary General expressed his desire to expand ECO relations with International Organizations and donor countries like Japan. He requested the Japanese Ambassador to establish a fund for ECO similar to Japan-SAARC.

ECS Secretary General Calls on ECO Secretary General

The Secretary General for Energy Charter Secretariat (ECS) Dr. Ria Kemper called on the ECO Secretary General in Tehran.

The ECS Secretary General informed Mr. Arastou, ECO Secretary General, that the fundamental aim of the Energy Charter Treaty was to strengthen the Rule of Law on energy issues and to provide the multilateral framework of rules under international law governing energy cooperation, which entered into force in 1998.

The ECS Secretary General stated that it was a legally binding treaty and its signaturies included 51 Eurasian countries. The Secretary General informed that except from Iran, Pakistan and Afghanistan all remaining ECO countries were members of Energy Charter Treaty. 

Dr. Ria Kemper also stated that ECO constituted important energy supplying and consuming countries and therefore is natural focus of ECS. She also requested for an observer states in ECO, in order to be informed about ECO activities as well as to enable it to remain engaged with ECO members. ECO Secretary General put forward for consideration a proposal to organize a workshop on Energy and Environment issues in the region.

Mr. Arastou appreciated the presentation of the Secretary General of ECS and promised to give due consideration to these proposals. He also informed that Energy was a priority sector for ECO and two important ministerial level meetings on environment and energy will be held in Tehran in December 2002 and January 2003 respectively.
ECO Activities
	
	COM


Informal Meeting of ECO Council of Ministers

The informal Meeting of ECO Council of Ministers was held on September 17, 2002 in United Nations Headquarters in New York on the sidelines of the 57th session of the United Nations General Assembly. The meeting was chaired by the Foreign Minister of the Republic of Tajikistan H.E. Dr. Talbak Nazarov and attended by foreign ministers and the delegations of all member states.

H.E. Dr. Talbak Nazarov welcomed the participants and congratulated Ambassador Seyed Mojtaba Arastou for assuming the charge of Secretary General of ECO. He highlighted the importance of scheduled Council of Ministers and Summit meeting in Istanbul in crystallizing ECO priorities and objectives. 
The Foreign Minister of Islamic Republic of Iran H.E. Dr. Kamal Kharrazi made a statement. He referred to the role ECO could play in the reconstruction of Afghanistan. He touched on the importance of Working Group of Senior Official in ECO. While appreciating the preparation of draft ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA), the Minister stressed upon the need for target setting in the fields of trade. 

The Council approved the draft Resolution on Cooperation between the United Nations and the Economic Cooperation Organization. 
4th ECO Ministerial meeting on Transport & Communications, Izmir -Turkey

Ministers of Transport and Communications from ECO member states gathered in Izmir, Turkey on September 26-27, 2002 to discuss issues relating to the development of a seamless movement of cargo and passengers within ECO region and beyond. 

The meeting was attended by concerned Ministers/Representatives of ECO countries. The representatives of UNESCAP and UNCTAD also attended the meeting. H.E. Professor Naci Kinacioglu, Minster of Transport of the Republic of Turkey and H.E. Ambassador Seyed Mojtaba Arastou, Secretary General of ECO, inaugurated the meeting. 

The Ministers welcomed the realization of the long awaited ECO goal to open the international passenger traffic on Almaty-Tashkent-Turkmenabad-Tehran-Istanbul route of the Trans-Asian Railway main line. The first pilot run of a passenger train on the said route was conducted on March 14-21, 2002 and the regular service of the train is likely to start in the coming October. Another achievement they applauded was the launching of the demonstration block container train along the Istanbul-Tehran-Tashkent-Almaty route of Trans-Asian railway main line in January 2002. The participating delegations agreed to promote competitive tariffs on the said transport route to make it more attractive for shippers/consignees.

The meeting appealed to the ECO governments to work out and adopt at national level, comprehensive Plans of Action to increase the traffic capacity of the Trans-Asian railway main line in order to achieve the average speed of the container and/or block trains as decided at the 3rd Ministerial meeting. 
The participating Ministers reviewed the implementation of the Programme of Action for the ECO Decade of Transport and Communications (1998-2007) on the national and regional levels for the last two years and noted with appreciation the progress made in connection with construction/reconstruction of new roads/railway stations/sea ports particularly in Azerbaijan, I.R. of Iran, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.

The meeting called for appropriate actions to be taken for early completion of the remaining missing road and railway links and for the increase of the traffic capacity of the Trans-Asian railway main line and the relevant border stations (particularly Serakhs-Iranian railway) as well as for early operationalization of the Transit Transport Framework Agreement (TTFA) and Transit Trade Agreement (TTA). They agreed to establish an expert’s level group to render the two agreements compatible. 

The meeting underlined the need for early reconstruction of Afghanistan and in this regard requested the governments of the member states to consider providing financial as well as technical assistance to Afghanistan for laying a ring optical fiber cable in the country. The facility would connect Afghanistan with all the ECO neighbouring countries. 

While reviewing the cooperation in the field of telecommunications and postal services, the meeting recommended to promote intra-regional telecommunication and postal services among the ECO member states.

The meeting expressed satisfaction over the growing cooperation between ECO and international organizations including UNESCAP, UNCTAD, IDB, UNDP etc.

The Ministers noted new proposals, especially with regard to the facilitation and harmonization of international road transport system, reduction of visa fees as the well as creation of facilities at border posts etc and assigned the same to expert’s level groups for further study/plans for implementation.

The Ministers emphasized the need for human resource development and in this regard decided to benefit from existing available training facilities in ECO countries. The Pakistani side offered training facilities in the fields of postal, telecommunication and railways to the member states.

4th meeting of High Level Experts Group on Tariff & Non-Tariff Barriers in the ECO region

The 4th High-Level Experts Group (HLEG) meeting on Tariff and Non-Tariff Barriers in the ECO region, was held in Almaty, Kazakhstan, on September 9-10, 2002. The delegation of the ECO countries and Secretariat participated in the meeting. The UNDP consultant Mr. Michael G. Plummer who also accompanied the ECO Secretariat delegation opened the meeting.

The participating representatives of ECO member states made their statements on recent developments in the trade sector and also informed the HLEG about their trade policy orientation, trade values, tariff structures and prevailing non-tariff barriers in the ECO region. Some of the delegates shared the view that liberalization of their respective trade regimes through a gradual process facilitated by the ECO Trade Agreement (ECOTA) was not only desirable but also an inevitable modality for their integration into the global economy. 

The HLEG also proposed to nominate focal points from among the delegates present in its 4th meeting for following-up on various matters relating to drafting of ECOTA and provision of requisite information, the names with complete addresses of the focal points would be conveyed to the ECO Secretariat in due course.

The ECO Secretariat was requested to carry out detailed studies on various aspects of the Agreement and prepare a second draft of the ECOTA in the light of the recommendations made by the delegates and circulate the second draft of the said Agreement among the member states for their further views/comments. 
The delegates decided that the 5th HLEG meeting on Tariff & Non-Tariff Barriers in the ECO region will be held in Tehran, Iran. The 5th HLEG will finalize the agreement to be considered   by the 2nd ECO Trade Ministerial meeting to be held in Islamabad in 2003.
13th meeting of Directors General of National Telecommunication Companies and Postal Authorities 
The 13th Meeting of the Directors General of National Telecommunication Companies and Postal Authorities of the ECO Member states was held in Almaty (Kazakhstan) on 29-30 October, 2002. The meeting was inaugurated by Mr. Askar B. Esengharayev, Chairman of the Committee of Telecommunications and Information, Ministry of Transport and Communications of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 

It was decided that instead of establishing a new ECO regional institute, make use of the existing facilities on the basis of bilateral or multilateral agreements. The Iranian delegation proposed to establish a regional training center in Iran on the basis of available facilities in existing training center of the Telecommunication Company of Iran.

Meeting also considered possibility measures for enhancing cooperation in the postal fields within the SWAPU or Eurasia Postal Union. 

The meeting recommended to the postal authorities of the member states to improve all kind of postal services in accordance with the standards of the UPU and urged those member states, which have not signed bilateral agreements in the field of postal services including the safety of postal items to do so at the earliest.

The meeting also recommended to the postal authorities of the ECO member states to sign the agreements with the airlines operating in the ECO region to ensure quick delivery of postal items from the point of origin to their destination using transit facilities.

Taking into consideration that all member states except Afghanistan have the Express Mail Service (EMS) among themselves the meeting recommended to the ECO Postal Authorities to take appropriate measures for improving the quality of such services on the competitive tariffs.

Turkish Postal Authorities invited other ECO member states to join the Eurasian Postal Union, some delegations expressed their interest to study the Charter of the Eurasian Postal Union and then furnish their views to the ECO Secretariat. The Secretary General of the Eurasian Postal Union, invited the Postal Authorities of the non-signatory ECO member states to attend the Executive Council meeting of the Union to be held in Azerbaijan in early 2003 in order to familiarize with the activities of the organization.

The meeting decided to establish a Data Base on manufacturers of the products for telecommunication and postal companies as well as on new postal technologies available in the ECO region. The Iranian delegation announced its readiness to immediately send the above information to the ECO Secretariat.

The meeting considered the Report of the 3rd Expert Working Group on Trans-Asia-Europe Fiber Optical Cable System (TAEFOS) and endorsed the proposed measures to increase the international traffic along the TAEFOS particularly by:

1. improving the quality ;
2. reducing existing  tariffs;

3. advertising the facilities and services.

The meeting also directed Experts Working Group (EWG) to explore the possibility to link Pakistan and Afghanistan to the TAEFOS on the Islamabad – Kabul – Mashad route within the ECO Plan of Action for reconstruction of Afghanistan.

The meeting approved to include the experts from revenue or tariff policy departments of the ECO telecommunication companies in the composition of the existing EWG on the TAEFOS to develop a common competitive tariff policy for making it more attractive for the consumers.

Workshop on the Development of Small and Medium Sized Enterprises

ECO Secretariat, in collaboration with the Ministry of Industries and Mines of the Islamic Republic of Iran organized a Workshop on the Development of Small and Medium Enterprises (SME) to contribute to the development of the skills of national SME institutions from the ECO Member states, providing them with information on the new developments and to create a regional forum to share knowledge and expertise among the Member states. 

The main objectives of the seminar were to (i) to increase awareness on the importance of SMEs in industrial development, (ii) to provide a forum for policy-makers dealing with SME promotion to exchange information on each other’s strengths and limitations, and (iii) to explore prospects in order to promote and develop cooperative schemes among the institutions dealing with promotion and development of SMEs.

The meeting was attended by the participants from the Member states of Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan and Turkey. The workshop was inaugurated by H.E. Mr. Ashraf Semnani, Deputy Minister of Industries and Mines of the Islamic Republic of Iran who emphasized the importance of the regional cooperation in the field of  industry within the framework of ECO and hoped that the workshop serves the mutual interest of the ECO Member states in expanding their collaboration efforts.

In his opening remarks, Dr. Ahmet Tiktitk, Deputy Secretary General, ECO Secretariat, highlighted the importance of the meeting, as it provides an opportunity for the experts of the Member states to exchange their experiences and views on the role SMEs in the economic development process. He further said, that ECO, being a region of developing countries mainly in transition from the centrally planned system of economies to free market economic system with a lot of natural and human resources, is seriously endeavoring to attain higher level of industrial development. Dr. Tiktik added that the ECO Secretariat is well aware of the changing realities and the requirements of globalization as characterized by technological developments, networking of markets through interrelationship of trade, investment, and technology transfer. 

The meeting provided the participants with the new developments and knowledge in the field of small and medium sized enterprises as well as the opportunity for sharing each others’ experiences. Accordingly, it was noted that there is huge scope for regional cooperation among ECO countries; particularly institutions concerned with SMEs to further develop SMEs and to make it engines of industrial development. In this regard, participants identified some specific issues, such as establishment of a Task Force Committee to examine the rules and regulations related to SMEs and to explore the ways and methods for future ECO cooperation for the development of SMEs, establishment of an Information and Data Network to increase awareness on the importance and functions of SMEs, exchange of information among the Member states, organizing training courses, seminars, expert exchange programs and industrial tours for the specialists working in the SME institutions and entrepreneurs, for further development of SMEs in ECO region.
Bid opening for a feasibility study on Interconnection of Power Systems in the ECO region
The Opening ceremony of Bids for the Feasibility study on Interconnection of Power Systems in the ECO region, financed by the Islamic Development Bank (IDB), was held on 20th October, 2002 in the ECO Secretariat. The meeting was opened by H.E Syed Mujtaba Arastou, ECO Secretary General and attended by Deputy Secretary General & ECO Director for Energy. Officials from ECO permanent representatives offices based in Tehran attended the meeting. 
Six participating companies from Azerbaijan (Azspecprominvest, Consulting & Engineering co.), Iran (MOSHANIR Power Engineering Consultant), Kyrgyz Republic (Group Independent Engineers Ltd and Institute for Energy & Communication of the Kyrgyz Technical University), Pakistan (NESPAK/ ECO-CEC/WAPDA) and Turkey (TUBITAK-BILTEN-Turkey & Power-Tek Pakistan) participated in the bidding process. ECO Secretariat opened the technical proposals whereas the financial proposals will be opened latter. ECO Secretariat will review the technical proposal and submit the summary analysis for the consideration of Member states.
Activities of ECO Cultural Institute, Tehran
ECO Cultural Institute, Tehran, through its Executive Director, had participated at the World Conference on Dialogue among Civilizations (DAC) jointly sponsored by the United Nations University (UNU) and the School of International Relations (SIR), Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Islamic Republic of Iran, from August 31-September 3, 2002, in Tehran. The article submitted by the ECO Cultural Institute, under the title “Dialogue among Civilizations – Road to international peace and security”  which has been considered suitable for inclusion in the special publication of the School of International Relations to be compiled in connection with the World Conference.

ECO-CI also participated in the International Congress on Islamic Arts & Crafts held in Isfahan, Iran, from 4-9 October, 2002 and set up its own stall where H.E. Mr. Ahmad Masjedjamei, Minister of Culture and Secretary General of OIC H.E. Abdelouahed Belkeziz, along with other dignitaries, recorded their remarks in the Visitor Book. The ECO-CI put up a good show which attracted a number of visitors who were distributed available literatures including a few brochures received from the member states. The officials of the Institute remained available to answer queries of the visitors who showed their keenness to know about the ECO as an organization. The participation of the ECO Cultural Institute served the purpose of creating awareness amongst the visitors about ECO and also provided projection to the cultural potential of the ECO member states through display of handicrafts and other items at the stall.
10th Anniversary of ECO Expansion ( ECO Day)
ECO was established in 1985 and is the successor organization of Regional Cooperation for Development (RCD) of Iran, Pakistan and Turkey which remained in existence from 1964 to 1979. The Organization was expanded on November 28, 1992 to include seven new members namely; Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. On this day ECO emerged from a trilateral entity into a major regional grouping with ten Members. 
To mark this occasion, this day is being celebrated every year as the ECO day in all ECO member states. On this occasion, Heads of State and the Foreign Ministers Exchanges letter of felicitation. A special reception will be held on the evening of 28th November, 2002 at the ECO Secretariat to be attended by the dignitaries, diplomatic representatives, officers of the ECO and its related institutions. Member States will also organize special functions on this day and press briefing as well as a photo exhibition are planned to be held in the Secretariat.
ECO Secretariat staff meeting
H. E. Ambassador Seyed Mojtaba Arastou, ECO Secretary General, briefed the officials of the Secretariat about the high lights of 12th COM and the 7th ECO Summit meeting, held in Istanbul. He emphasized the great teamwork done by the ECO Secretariat Staff. He specifically mentioned that all the ECO Member states expressed their full satisfaction and gratitude for the contributions made by the Secretariat.

ECO Secretary General, requested more vigorous work from the Secretariat Staff in order to implement and follow up the approved agenda. 

Ambassador Arastou also referred to the importance of the upcoming ECO Ministerial Meetings on Environment and Energy, due to be held in Tehran. He asked for serious efforts by all the staff for the success of these meetings.

ECO Secretary General held a meeting with the Media representatives

H. E. Seyed Mojtaba Arastou, ECO Secretary General, held  informal discussions during a reception with the representatives of Foreign and Iranian News Media held at the ECO Secretariat, on 2nd November 2002.

In a round table talk Mr. Arastou conferred with the journalists on the ways and means of expanding cooperation between Secretariat and the mass Media in order to further introduce the Organization to the public as well as the international community. 
ECO Secretary General referred to the achievements of the Organization but unfortunately organization has not received due attention of the mass media. He requested the journalists to reflect the efforts being made by the Organization and to educate the public at large about the ongoing and future prospects of ECO.
ECO Interviews

	
	H.E. Dr. Abdullah Abdullah

Foreign Minister of the 

Transitional Islamic State of Afghanistan


Q: The 7th Summit in Istanbul has greatly focused on Afghanistan issue and all ECO members have pledged their support. What is your real assessment about support expected from member states?

A: Present situation in Afghanistan has taken the path of peace and normalcy which provides a big opportunity not only for the people of Afghanistan but also for the whole region, especially the ECO members. The aims of the establishment of ECO, as a regional cooperation for economical integration of this region can only be materialized if Afghanistan is stable and peaceful. 

In the 7th Summit of ECO all member states emphasized the importance of positive changes taking place in Afghanistan which are contributing towards stability in Afghanistan. This is because of the realization of this fact that stability and prosperity in Afghanistan would have healthy impacts on the whole region. ECO members, in bilateral meetings as well as at multilateral forums have made commitments about the reconstruction of Afghanistan. The Istanbul Declaration has also emphasized the need for the reconstruction of Afghanistan. A seminar on the reconstruction of Afghanistan will be held and a fund for reconstruction of Afghanistan will be set up by ECO. On all these important issues, ECO member states have taken common multilateral approach, so we hope that in future we will witness positive changes in the situation. Bilateral meetings held on the sideline of ECO Summit were extremely important as this was a unique opportunity to have interactions with the leaders of so many countries of our region. After all the future of this region is common to all of us as we all share a common history. It was an historic opportunity to develop future vision of this region, which undoubtedly has the potential to become one of the prosperous areas in the World.

Q: How do you see the role of ECO to mobilize reconstruction efforts?

A: From the interest that the ECO member states have shown which is also reflected from the Final Istanbul Declaration, there seems to be willingness to enhance the support for the reconstruction of Afghanistan. The mechanism for it will be decided in the seminar to be organized by ECO and fund for Afghanistan is also underway. Mechanism for reconstruction efforts can be developed at both bilateral as well as at multilateral levels.

Q: What are priorities of your government for establishing basic infrastructure for promotion of business in Afghanistan?
A: We have been doing the two things at the same time. One is working out the legal framework for investment, i.e. private investment law which has already been passed and it is, perhaps, one of the liberal regime in this region. Secondly, on the physical infrastructure we have already taken steps by establishing the Central Bank. Afghanistan has a lot of potential both natural and human i.e. water, good climate condition, natural gas and above all hardworking people. But considering the scale of sufferings and the damages done to every aspect of life in Afghanistan, it calls for creation of conducive environment for private business, which should be free of government interference and its limited supportive role. We need to workout strategies with the neighbouring countries for transit and other facilities to promote trade and investment.

Q: How Afghanistan’s can act as a link to Central, West and East Asia.?

A: Of course Afghanistan has been providing important trade routes for civilizations. There is no reason that why we should not benefit from it in the 21st century. As this would benefit the whole region, therefore, we should try to achieve this through collective efforts. All countries in our region should realize that only a stable government in Afghanistan would enable them to fully benefit from these opportunities which are of common interest. (
	
	H.E. Kassymzhomart Tokayev
Foreign Minister of

The Republic of Kazakhstan


Q: What are the main reasons for slow paces of progress in the ECO region?

A: ECO as an organization as well as the region is not homogenous. In my statement also I have mentioned that ECO member’s countries have very many different views not only in terms of economic development but also in terms of geo-political situation. We must resolve these problems and overcome the difficulties in order to introduce real multilateralism. Most of ECO Member states including Kazakhstan have enormous natural resources i.e. energy and mineral. It is much important to ensure optimal utilization of these potentials to enhance efficiency for providing impetus to the organization, as we are standing at very crucial and challenging turn of history. We must plan how to utilize these potentials, and to solve problem like construction of pipeline through the territories of member states on bilateral as well as multi-lateral forums. In addition I have also highlighted the need to have feasibility studies of all potential projects in order to reap maximum benefits and to rationalize the goals of the organization. The previous 10 years of ECO was period of laying the foundation and the next 10 years should be period of enhancing cooperation.

Q: How Kazakhstan can play a role in the development of modern transport and communication system in the region?

A: Kazakhstan despite being largest territory of the region is located at the juncture of Europe and Asia. It is absolutely necessary to develop the transport system in the country, which is one of the main priorities of the Kazakhstan government and then to develop transport means within the region under the framework of ECO. Without reliable transport system it would be impossible to move forward and to have economic development. Destiny of the organization and benefit to the member states are based on  the development of proper transport infrastructure which should be one of the main goals of the organization.

Q: What recommendations you would like to make for promotion of business activities in the ECO region?

A: Yes, I agree that it should be a priority to promote business in the region. But we should not ignore the fact that in market based economies there are no preferences but healthy environment and genuine competition among private sector of all members will be a better approach. Kazakhstan has provided favourable business environment as well as for direct foreign investment in all fields of economy including oil and gas sector. The other ECO members with similar situation can adopt the policies of Kazakhstan.

Q: What are your expectations regarding future policies of Kazakhstan in leading organization?

A: We are looking for suitable candidate for the high and challenging post of ECO Secretary General.

The complaints about the organization like others including UN that it has not come up to their expectations is not unusual. With regard to the future of ECO, we are very much optimistic, considering huge population, vast natural resources, which provides all ingredients to make this organization a success. In order to improve its track record in international standings ECO should improve itself by making it more efficient but less bureaucratic and to improve its operational capabilities and international record.

Q: How can we overcome these problems Almaty-Tehran-Istanbul Container/Passenger Train? 

A: This project has not been fully accomplished as there were so many difficulties and irritants at bilateral level. All the obstacles must be removed to ensure smooth and successful implementation of project of common interests. Still I am sure that soon this project will be smoothly working and provide valuable opportunities to all ECO members. We have also directed all concerned agencies of Kazakhstan to provide necessary support for the completion of this project. 

Q: What are Kazakhstan’s expectations from the 7th Summit and the First ECO Business Forum?

A: I am very much optimistic, that this first EBF was organized, which shows that ECO is becoming more focused and practical about business. The entire world is now concentrating on promotion of business, as the essence of international cooperation and also in the arena of competition for business opportunities. ECO should not be left out of this process. By getting together we will be able to take measures to gain reasonable share from international markets. ( 
	
	H.E. Prof. Dr. Şűkrű Sina Gűrel, 

Former Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs 

of the Republic of Turkey


Q: What is your assessment of the 12th COM and how it can help ECO in achieving its future objectives?
A: All the participating ministers have shown their keen interest and enthusiasm in the organization and have also proposed numerous practical steps in order to improve effectiveness of the organization and I am optimistic that in the future benefits of the organization will reach all Member states.

Q: What role Turkey can play for the export of energy to the international markets?

A: This issue has been thoroughly discussed both at the Ministers level as well as at the expert level. Turkey has greater role to play in this area and is a potential candidate for important export route of energy resources from the Cascusses and Caspian region to international markets. I believe that all ECO Member states should create conducive environment to enhance cooperation and settle their bilateral differences especially on Caspian Sea issue, as it will be possible for Turkey to play even more positive role in future.

Q: What are the impediments in regular successful run of ECO container and passenger train and how it can benefit ECO members?
A: Railways plays an important role in promoting tourism and trade by facilitating transportation of human and goods. This route can serve as arteries in order to promote existing level of regional and international trade as well as people to people interaction.

Of course we have to overcome the obstacles and small difficulties in smooth and regular flow of these trains. Responsibility lies with concerned countries and ECO Secretariat should also play more active role in this regard.

Q: In your opinion what are the main impediments to make ECO as a successful regional organization?

A: I believe it is hard to establish effective working and harmonious relations during the initial period of an organization and also in the past we had difficulties in attaining required level of development. I agree that in the past ECO has not been so successful in achieving much desired level of cooperation in the defined areas of priorities. The main reason could be the lack of aspirations of the member states. We should also keep in view the past enlargement of ECO from three to ten members states and most of the new members were the newly independent states which also resulted in slow progress. Now we must define our priorities, modalities to strengthen our organization to work in  closer coordination with the members to come up to the aspirations of the people of the region. I also believe that future communication and frequent meeting of the high level dignitaries can also help in creating conducive environment and much desired understanding for economic cooperation. (
	
	H.E. Professor Husan Yusaf Gokalp
Former Minister of Agriculture and Rural Affairs of Turkey 


Q: What decisions are taken in your meetings with Agriculture Ministers of Afghanistan and Iran?

A: I had fruitful meeting with my Iranian counterpart and we had informal discussions with Afghan Agriculture Minister as well to find ways how Turkey and Iran can help to improve agriculture situation in Afghanistan. Turkey alone is financing eight different projects in agriculture sector for Afghanistan which include:

1. Cultivation of food crops including cereals, wheat and barley;

2. In the field of animal husbandry we are providing technical assistance to Afghanistan to improve the yields of native sheeps and cattles;

3. Artificial insemination and to look after animal health and vaccination programme;

In addition Turkey is installating a plant for the processing and preservation of meat;
 

Ministers of Afghanistan, Iran and Turkey also discussed some other projects which can provide alternative crops to replace opium cultivation in Afghanistan.

Q: Opium is still the main produce of Afghanistan, how Turkey can help Afghanistan in crop-substitution?
A: When these projects will actually be implemented in Afghanistan I am sure it would help a great deal in addressing this problem. I am also of the view that still there should be alternate cash crops which can be grown in dry land of Afghanistan to provide reasonable alternative source of income to the poor farmers who are dependent on agriculture. If we succeed in providing alternate sources, I am sure we will be able in eradicating opium cultivation from Afghanistan. 

Q: What technical assistance Turkey can provide to Afghanistan in Agriculture and Livestock fields?

A: We are already providing technical assistance to Afghanistan in these areas and our technical staff is presently working in Afghanistan. The technical assistance is provided in areas of Agronomy; Animal husbandry & Animal health and nutrition.
Our technical staff is assessing the ground situation as well as actual needs. We are also providing short and long duration technical training to Afghan technicians in research institutions of Turkey. These trained technicians will then work along with the experts of Turkey in Afghanistan in realization of agricultural projects. 

Turkey is also planning to train Afghan farmers and soon we will invite them to Turkey to demonstrate new farming practices and use of technology. It will help the farmers to see the best farming practices. When these farmers will go back to Afghanistan they will be able to make use to these techniques for improved crop productivities. 

Turkey has established research centers in different climatic zones as well as in different topographies which includes dry lands. In some areas the conditions are similar to that of Afghanistan. We will be training Afghan farmers in the similar environment to enable them to make best use of technology. 

Turkey is also providing instruments and technology for artificial insemination and seed improvements. 

Q: How Turkey can help other ECO members in area of research, crop improvement and modern farming systems? 

A:. I had felt the need to have agricultural database and the information network in the region enabling agriculture experts and research institutions to share information and findings of the research. As we are living in the information age sharing of expertise, experiences as well as information will help ECO members to make progress and to succeed in the very competitive agricultural sector.

Identifying areas for research in the common fields of interest in agricultural sector is also one of the important issue we should consider for cooperation. We should also facilitate interactions and meetings of the scientists community of the region to share experiences, ideas and resources and to help each other. 

Most of the ECO members are the producers of agricultural products but they lack processing, storage and packing expertise. Without the post harvest technology it makes it difficult to sell the product in the international markets. These are very vital areas in which we should cooperate. In addition adopting modern agricultural tools and techniques will enable ECO countries to enhance their agriculture yields and productivity. Turkey being advanced in agriculture technology can help other ECO countries in these fields. 
Q:  What are the potentials and challenges in Agricultural Sector of ECO region?
A: The ECO countries occupy a large landmass which provides a great potential for agricultural sector. In addition cheap labor force, specific climatic zones and high number of farming population provide additional advantage. ECO countries should specialize in the agricultural products for which they have favorable climate and other advantages. Like cotton which forty percent of the world cotton is produced by two of the ECO members alone

In the animal husbandry sector there is also scope for improvement as the variety of animals found in the region are low yielding. It requires breed improvement and adoptability to local environment. 
Q: How do you assess the outcomes of the 1st ECO Ministerial meeting on Agriculture held in Pakistan?

A: I am very glad that I had the opportunity to attend that Ministerial Meeting. In my opinion we should have held this meeting many years ago. I have found all the Ministers attending the meeting very anxious and enthusiastic to cooperate with other ECO members. They were very well aware of the importance and benefits of cooperation in agriculture sector. The meeting was successful and fruitful as it came up with a concrete proposal for future cooperation and devised mechanism through technical committees to develop programs and review the progress. I am optimistic we will be able to make progress in the agriculture sector in the coming years. (
Editorial
On October 14, 2002, at the threshold of the tenth anniversary of its enlargement, ECO held the 7th Summit of the Heads of State in Istanbul. The enlargement leading to membership of five Central Asian Republics in addition to Afghanistan and Azerbaijan drastically resulted in a broader mandate and scope in respect of the Organization’s work to deal with issues of importance not only for the ECO region but also for the global community as a whole. With the events and developments concerning the region unraveling fast and sometimes unexpectedly the Organization’s role and obligations towards its expanded membership have grown as well. 
The tenth anniversary of ECO marks a short history for the Organization; nevertheless, it has been very much associated with volatility and rapid change of courses in many aspects of its life, necessitating parallel rapid measures to address the cooperative needs

 Hardly to anybody’s surprises the 7th ECO Summit focused on Afghanistan, whose direst and most urgent needs for cooperative hands from its fellow members of ECO puts it at the forefront of the Organization’s future programs. Though under global attention, Afghanistan shall ultimately live with its regional partners and deal with issues of common interests.

Viewed from a global perspective, a decade of ECO’s life has been taking place in a backdrop where debates on globalization of the world economy heated up to an unprecedented extent and level while international economic relations tended to become increasingly interwoven. Aside from pros and cons of such concept, the global community soon realized that regional cooperation remains as a crucial component of the international relations in the new millennium and should be supported and strengthened to address specific and endemic problems and issues affecting various parts of the world.

On the sidelines of ECO Summit a Business Forum was held under the joint project with International Trade Center to gather business community representatives from ECO member states. The Forum contributed to closer interactions among main actors in the region’s trade and industry. Such interactions should, by no doubt contribute to more balanced and expanded trade among ECO members.

The spirit of solidarity weighing over the 7th Summit has opened fresh horizons before ECO member states in their collective drives towards rehabilitation and consolidation of the regional identity and institutions. Along this, the Heads of State once again reasserted their commitments to stand together and intensify their efforts in realizing the objectives embodied in the Treaty of Izmir or the Organization’s main statute.

We also need to freshen up our memory of what has been performed and not just those that have not been. Discerning critics should focus on ECO achievements as well. Now with a clear mandate and direction from the 7th Summit, ECO is poised to perform its tasks within the framework of programs and projects trusted to it and carry forward its objective oriented programs and projects. (
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