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ECO Secretary General’s Call on Kazakhstan’s President

Secretary General of ECO Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi paid a courtesy call on the Kazakhstan’s President Nursultan Nazarbayev on 16 March 2001. The Kazakhstan’s President called for further activation of ECO activities and to determine the priorities of the organization with respect to its functions. Dr. Gavahi also had a meeting with the Kazakh Prime Minister and a number of Ministers. During his meeting with the Kazakh Minister of Transport and Communications, ECO Secretary General emphasized the elimination of tariff barriers and opening of China-Persian Gulf train route as the China-Central Asia-Bandar Abbas cargo train would facilitate transfer of goods from ECO region. 

Secretary General of ECO also emphasized that the upcoming meeting of ECO experts on the tariffs, transport and customs would further strengthen the existing cooperation. 

ECO-ITC on Regional Trade Potentials
A joint Workshop was organized by ECO and International Trade Centre (ITC), held in ECO Secretariat, Tehran on March 13-15, 2001. Around 30 leaders of private sectors, government officials in charge of trade policies from ECO Member States as well as international experts attended the event to negotiate and explore practical measures to tap regional export potentials. Need was also emphasized to forge a closer trade cooperation and intensify efforts to promote trade at regional levels and to  facilitate the integration of economies of ECO Member States into the Global Trading System.

The participants of Workshop deliberated for three days to identify main exportable items and prepare a priority list for all ECO Member States.  In this regard first Buyers/Sellers Meeting (BSM) on textile and clothing products will be held in Istanbul, Turkey on 17-18 October, 2001. A joint ECO-ITC project is intended to provide a conducive environment and platform for the region’s exporters and importers with the objective to increase their level of trade transactions. The Second (BSM) meeting on agriculture & food products will be held in Lahore, Pakistan in the year 2002.

ECO-OIC Officials Conference

ECO Secretary-General, Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi and Secretary General of OIC (Organization of Islamic Conferences), Abdul Hadi Bilkziz held a meeting in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, on 14 February 2001 and agreed to promote cooperation in the field of commerce, culture, economy and information exchange.

Mr. Bilkziz accepted the offer of ECO Secretary General to pay a visit to ECO Secretariat in Tehran to explore further avenues for the expansion of a two-way cooperation. 
Civil Aviation Meeting, Karachi – Pakistan 
Heads of ECO Aviation Organizations held a three-day meeting in Karachi, Pakistan on 12-14 February 2001 and agreed to expand the range of their air transportation cooperation. ECO countries agreed to provide more air travel facilities for the nationals of the member countries. An agreement was reached on simplification of a number of regulations besides taking steps for the removal of obstacles and formalities for landing and take off of the National Carriers. These actions will facilitate tourism as well as boosting trade and industry. 
The meeting also decided to abandon the establishment of ECO AIR, as it was felt that the present potentials among ECO members are not enough to justify the establishment of an independent and strong airline company. It was also decided to hold the 2nd ECO conference of the Aviation authorities in Tehran.

ECO members also supported Iran’s proposal that ECO would become a member of ICAO (International Civil Aviation Organization) as the next General Assembly meeting of ICAO would be held in Montreal, Canada in September, 2001.

ECO-UIC Sign MOU

Chief Executive of the International Union of Railways (UIC), Philippe Roumeguere called on ECO Secretary General and discussed issues of common interest in the field of transport on February 6, 2001. Both sides agreed to pool their resources to help ECO region’s accession into global railway networks. 

ECO and UIC also signed a MOU, for cooperation between the two organizations. The MOU calls for  the exchange of technical information for development in rail transport,  possibility of participating in common activities and to make use of integrated information/communication systems  to be developed by UIC for ensuring smooth operation of railway throughout ECO region.


ECO & ECS hold Coordination Workshop

ECO and Energy Charter Secretariat (ECS),based in Brussels, Belgium, held a Coordination Workshop on 15-16 January 2001 in Ankara under the auspices of the Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources of the Republic of Turkey and Turkish Pipeline Corporation (BOTAS) to discuss the prospects and possibilities for coordination/co-operation between the two organizations as well as with ECO  Member States. The future cooperation will involve exchange of relevant information as well as active participation of the experts of the ECS in the relevant ECO events.

Representatives from Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Islamic Republic of Pakistan and Republic of Turkey attended the event. Two experts from the ECS, delivered detailed presentations on the goals and contents of the Energy Charter Treaty and its related activities.
Message

In today’s world, regional cooperation has been found to be very essential. Reflecting on my country visits I have been encouraged by the esteemed member states in my decisions and also I have been assured of their support.  Therefore, we should work very hard in order to realize the objectives of our organization.

In conclusion, I wish the reader every success.  May Allah the Almighty, bless us for expanding our cooperation and strengthening bilateral as well as multilateral ties in general, economically in particular, among us.

Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi

Ambassador

Secretary General
First Meeting of the WGSO

The Working Group of the Senior Officials (WGSO) of ECO which was established upon the instructions of the 10th Meeting of Council Of Ministers (COM) held its first meeting on 5-6 February, 2001 in Tehran. Participants deliberated to improve the working and activities besides improving the efficiency of ECO Specialized Agencies and Regional Institutions and valuable proposals were recommended. The second meeting of WGSO was held on May 2-3, 2001, preceding the 11th COM Meeting held in Dushanbe, Tajikistan. ECO Secretary General also submitted a report to the meeting suggesting different measures to improve the performance of the Secretariat.

11th Meeting of ECO RPC

The 11th Meeting of the Regional Planning Council (RPC) was held on 1st March, 2001, in Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran, preceded by its preparatory/review meetings on February 26-28, 2001 at ECO Secretariat. H.E. Dr. Mohammad Reza Aref, Vice-President and the Head of National Planning & Management Organization of IRI in his inaugural address highlighted ECO’s achievements and its potentials in stimulating regional cooperation for development of its members’ economies. He also emphasized that the task entrusted to the RPC is very important in formulating ECO’s strategies and plans conducive to development should be duly fulfilled.

H.E. Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi, ECO Secretary General presented his annual report to the Council,
highlighting the Organization’s sectoral activities during the year 2000. H.E. Dr. Seyed Mohammad Hossein Adeli, the Deputy Foreign Minister of the IR of Iran, subsequently chaired the Council Meeting. During the meeting recommendations of the preparatory/ review committees in areas of Transport and Communications, Trade and Investment, Energy, Agriculture, Industry and Health were discussed. The 11th RPC also finalized the revised draft of ECO Calendar of Events/Meetings for the year 2001 prepared by ECO Secretariat and endorsed it for the approval of the COM.

Dr. Gavahi meets ITU Secretary General

ECO Secretary General, Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi, met with Martin Marmy, Secretary General of the International Transportation Union in Geneva on May 28th 2001 to discuss expansion of the cooperation of the two organizations by signing a Memorandum of Understanding. Dr. Gavahi also referred to the fact that majority of ECO member states are geographically landlocked and thus it is necessary that these Countries should have the access to proper road transportation system. Training courses on transit of goods through international transportation system Carnet TIR for these countries would also be helpful.  Secretary General of ITU agreed to this suggestion and added that seven ECO countries are members to Carnet TIR and Tajikistan is also negotiating to become its member.

 Secretary General of ECO during his stay in Geneva also met with the Executive Director of International Trade Center, Denis Belisle, and expressed his satisfaction on the level of cooperation between the two organizations based on the signed MOU. He urged ITC’s cooperation on holding workshops and extending its assistance for promotion of the Intra-regional Trade of ECO member countries, which is presently not at a satisfactory level.

11th COM Meeting has been Positive

On the conclusion of the 11th COM (Council Of Ministers) meeting of ECO, held in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, Foreign Minister of I.R.I. H.E. Dr. Kamal Kharrazi said that the outcome of the meeting had been positive and ECO has succeeded in moving forward in its efforts for bringing closer cooperation among the member states. He further stated that the said meeting had specified priorities for ECO to follow in the years to come.
11th COM meeting held in Dushanbe

ECO COM held its 11th meeting in Dushanbe, Republic of Tajikistan on 4 May 2001. The meeting was inaugurated by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Tajikistan, who focused on the ongoing activities of the Organization and its future plans to ensure progress in sectors such as Transport & Communications, Trade & Investment, Agriculture & Health, Energy & Minerals, Tourism and Information Technology.

H.E. Ambassador Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi, ECO Secretary General called upon the Member States to focus on the issues which can bring about tangible achievements in ECO’s priority areas. He requested Member States to review the ongoing projects in the light of their national priorities to have a “lean and effective” work plan and also double their efforts to benefit from the achievements made so far through adherence to the principle of collective partnership and cooperation.  He hoped that the high level meeting in Dushanbe, with the effective participation of the Member States, would help in developing vibrant economic ties among ECO member states.
Kazakhstan reaffirms support for ECO

In a sincere and warm felicitation message to ECO Secretary General, on the occasion of ECO Day, the Foreign Minister of Kazakhstan H.E. Mr. Erlan Idrissov said that the main thrust of the activity of the Republic of Kazakhstan within the framework of ECO cooperation is the implementation of national and regional interests in the field of transport and communications, energy, trade and investments, culture and education and  joint efforts in combating illegal drug trafficking. He expressed the hope that further cooperation among member-states of the Organization would facilitate much needed mutual understanding and confidence among the countries of ECO region.

Republic of Kazakhstan would confirm its adherence to the principles of regional integration and makes every effort to obtain the Organization’s objectives and work for the prosperity and progress of our peoples through development of regional cooperation.
Secretary General’s visit to Vienna 

Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi, Secretary General of ECO held meetings with European officials and international institutions and organizations stationed in Vienna on 23 May 2001. In his meeting with Ms. Huebner, UN Deputy Secretary General and Executive Chief of the UN Economic Commission for Europe, Dr. Gavahi requested for strengthening of cooperation between the two organizations, as ECO is a member of UNICEF. The cooperation can also be established in the field of transportation, signing a memorandum of understanding as was suggested to expand existing cooperation. The Executive Chief of European Economic Commission welcomed this suggestion and assured that the commission is willing to work with ECO on common objectives. 

In his meeting with Mr. Mike Moore, World Trade Organization (WTO) Managing Director, ECO Secretary General stressed the need for cooperation between the two international institutions in familiarizing ECO members with the WTO system and facilitating their membership to WTO.  Mr. Mike Moore stressed the need to further strengthen the existing cooperation between the two institutions. He informed that in the year 2001, a joint meeting has been planned with those ECO countries who are not yet members of WTO.

Dr. Gavahi, had also a separate meeting with Eve Novotny, the Economic Deputy of the Austrian Foreign Minister and Ali Rodriguez, the OPEC Secretary General. In his meeting with the Austrian Deputy Foreign Minister he reviewed the means of cooperation between Austria and ECO members in the fields of environmental protection, technology transfer for development and facilitating trade with ECO members.
New Ambassador of Kyrgyz Republic presents his credentials

H.E. Medet Sadyrkulov, the newly appointed Ambassador of the Kyrgyz Republic in Tehran, paid a courtesy call on H.E. Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi, Secretary General of ECO and presented his credentials. In this meeting, Dr. Gavahi welcomed the new Kyrgyz Ambassador to I.R. of Iran and highlighted the important role of Kyrgyz Republic in all activities of ECO. He also requested Kyrgyz Government to host some of ECO events in the year 2001. The new Kyrgyz Ambassador mentioned that he has been keenly observing ECO activities and is aware of the importance of regional cooperation besides the crucial role ECO can play for development of this region. He assured that he would  request his Government to further enhance the present level of participation in ECO activities. Dr. Gavahi appreciated his approach and wished to have better cooperation of ECO Secretariat with the Kyrgyz Republic.

ECO Secretary General and the Azeri Foreign Minister Call for Greater Cooperation
ECO Secretary General Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi and Azeri Minister of Foreign Affairs Vilayat Quliev in a meeting on February 16th 2001 underlined the need for greater efforts on the part of all ECO Member States to foster all-out cooperation.The meeting called for greater cooperation among all ECO members, particularly in mutually beneficial economic activities. Referring to the key role being played by ECO in the economic development of the region and his country in particular. Mr. Quliev stressed that Baku attaches great importance to its cooperation with the Organization.  Terming the existing level of economic cooperation between ECO and the Azerbaijan Republic as “positive”, he expressed the hope that relations would boost in future. 
The Training Course on TM&TTN

The Training Course on Technology Management and Technology Transfer Negotiations (TM&TTN), was organized by the United Nations Industrial Development Organization  (UNIDO) and the International Centre for Science and High Technology (ICS) in collaboration with ECO in Tehran, Iran, from 23 to 26 June 2001. The Training was hosted by the Institute of Productivity and Human Resources Development of the Ministry of Industries and Mines of the IRI. The Course was attended by representatives from organizations providing advisory services to SMEs and industries from five ECO member states namely: Islamic Republic of Iran, the Kyrgyz Republic, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan and Republic of Turkey. 

The objectives of training course were (a) to diffuse the role of efficient management of the technology process to the target group of entrepreneurs, technologists, decision-makers from national institutions, (b) to provide the participants with an overview of major aspects related to technology management at enterprise level in order to help them to be more competitive in an open market, and (c) to raise awareness that continuous training courses in technology management and related topics can highly contribute to the development of countries’ technological capabilities. The course was officially opened by Vice Minister of Industries and Mines, H.E. Reza Ashraf Semnani, H.E. Ambassador Abdolrahim Gavahi, ECO Secretary General extended welcome address to the participants. Mr. J. M. de Caldas Lima, Senior Industrial Development Officer, UNIDO presented a statement on behalf of The Director General of UNIDO, Mr. Carlos Magarinos. 

Turkish Envoy to Pakistan for Greater Cooperation Among ECO States

The Turkish Ambassador to Pakistan, Ali Vural Oktem has said that ECO member states have great potentials to promote their ties in the field of energy, petroleum, natural gas resources and tourism. “ECO member countries must step up cooperation for optimum utilization of energy resources including tourism,” he said while addressing a seminar on “role and potential of ECO for member countries”, here on Saturday (21 April 2001). Oktem said tourism could play a vital role in the member states to boost their economies and to strengthen the historical and cultural ties among the peoples of ECO region which would facilitate commercial relations as well. He further said that after the liberation of the newly independent Central Asian states, Turkey believes that ECO region should be inter-linked through roads, railways and modern communication systems. This will provide the land-locked states of ECO an easy and secure access to the outside world, including European Union markets. The Ambassador further said that all ECO countries should follow integrated economic policies to cope with the global trade challenges. The early completion of communication networks is imperative in this connection.  He added that Turkey wanted to be active for participation in the socio-cultural interaction among the people of the region and in building network of roads and railways. He said ECO has realized several important joint projects with international organizations like UNDP, UNCTAD, IDB, ASEAN and European Union. He was of the opinion that the participation of private sectors should be encouraged in all the fields, and measures should be taken to promote mutually beneficial joint ventures in the region. 
The 5th ECO SETG Meeting on Power Interconnection

The 5th Meeting of ECO Specialized Experts Task Group (5th SETG) on Power Interconnection was held on 21-22 July 2001 in Tehran, in ECO Secretariat with the participation of delegates from the eight ECO member states and representatives of the Islamic Development Bank (IDB). ECO member states have been seeking to develop regional cooperation in the field of electricity and the preliminary study carried out by ECO experts  which shows that the energy situation of ECO countries presents a very good opportunity for electrical interconnections considering the diversification of primary resources and  differences in load characteristics of  ECO MS.  
Seminar on “Customs Transit Management”

A Seminar on “Customs Transit Management” was held jointly by ECO Secretariat and the IRI’s Customs Administration (IRICA) on 8-9 July, 2001 in Tehran. The Seminar was attended by the representatives of ECO MS as well as by the experts from United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) and World Customs Organization (WCO). The Seminar was inaugurated by H.E Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi, Secretary General and Dr. Mehdi Karbasian, Vice Minister of Economic Affairs & Finance and President of IRICA. Issues related to the various stages of transit operations were discussed in regional as well as global prospective.  It was felt that ECO has tremendous trade potentials, given safe, reliable and efficient transit routes. 
Recommendations were made in the form of a declaration for the removal of identified impediments and improvement of Customs Transit Management.
The Country Visits of Food Security Mission 

In the context of ECO/UNDP “Capacity Building Project”, a mission comprising UNDP consultant Dr. Shivakoti and ECO Director for Agriculture, Industry and Health, Mr. Metin Kilci, visited the Kyrgyz Republic and Turkey during 16-21 April 2001. Further visits to Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan have also been planned. The outcome of country visits and consultancy will be a plan of action explaining the strategy to strengthen food security and an overview of the general Agriculture situation in ECO region. 
Workshop on the “Effects of Non-Tariff Barriers on Trade 

Expansion between the OIC Member States”

A three-day Workshop on “Effects of Non-Tariff Barriers on Trade Expansion between the Organization of Islamic Countries (OIC) Member States” was held on 12-14 June, 2001 in Casablanca (Kingdom of Morocco). The Workshop was organized by the Islamic Centre for Development of Trade (ICDT) under the auspices of the Ministry of Industry, Commerce, Energy and Mining of the Kingdom of Morocco. ECO was represented in the meeting by its Director of Trade & Investment.  Member States of OIC, the Secretariat of OIC, the Islamic Development Bank (IDB), Islamic Chambers of Commerce & Industry (ICCI), Arab Administrative Development Organization (ARADO), Statistical, Economic and Social Research & Training Centre for Islamic Countries (SESRTCIC), UNCTAD, WTO and Morocco Exporters Association . 

The Workshop proved extremely useful in better understanding the intricate and complex world of international trade, which is characterized by the incessant unfolding of trade measures having wide ranging implications for the developing countries. In that sense the Workshop afforded an ideal opportunity to it’s participants to draw from each others’ national and regional experiences in dealing with the implicit and explicit barriers to trade and employ the knowledge thus imbibed in devising an appropriate collective response to these challenges.

Implementation of ECO/UNDP “Capacity Building Project”

Technical assistance of the UNDP under this project has been very beneficial and the project has progressed at satisfactory pace. ECO staff has been trained, Library refurbished and Information Technology Infrastructure has been improved. The Consultancies on Telecommunications, Transport, Food Security and Trade have been accomplished and other consultancies are in the pipeline.

Improvement in ECO Infrastructure

Considerable improvement has been made to the existing building and infrastructure of ECO Secretariat. Library has been improved & expanded, dining facility has been made available for the staff, reception & waiting rooms were renovated and new fountain was operationalized with outdoor space for the social gathering. In addition new gardens were established and new flags were hoisted at the entrance. 

Mission of the ITC Consultant

Mr. Sebastien Turrel, Associate Adviser on Information Technology Development of ITC Geneva undertook a mission to ECO Secretariat from 28 July to 01 August, 2001 and provided useful advice for the improvement of information to be made available on the ECO Trade Web Site. The mission has been useful in identifying the pertinent information to be made available on the ECO-Trade Net to facilitate business community. 

3rd Mashhad International Trade Fair (16-22 June, 2001)
ECO Secretariat participated in the 3rd Mashhad Trade Fair to represent its Member States. ECO stall was set-up in the main Exhibition Centre. Introductory information on ECO and its members were displayed.  A documentary on ECO and its Web Site was also displayed to disseminate information on its activities.
Contributors: 
Publication of ECO News bulletin has been made possible with the valuable efforts/contributions made by the following ECO Secretarial staffs:
Mr. Aamir Ghani Mir, 
Mr. Mohammad Harandi 
Mr. Morteza Mirhashemi, 
Mr. Mohammad Reza Malakooti,  Mr. Ali Sabzalian. 

This Bulletin is published on quarterly basis and contains brief news and photographs of the activities of ECO. All correspondence should be referred to the given address. The bulletin is available free of charge and can also be downloaded from www.ecosecretariat.org.
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