[image: image4.emf]The 5th Meeting of the ECO Working Group on Environment

(22-23 May 2008, Baku-Azerbaijan)

[image: image5.wmf]The 5th Meeting of the ECO Working Group on Environment was held in Baku on 22-23 May 2008. It reviewed progress on the Plan of Action on Environment in the light of the decisions of the 3rd Ministerial Meeting on Environment (Almaty, June 2006). In addition, Iran’s Proposal for Development and Harmonization of Environmental Standards, progress on establishment of an Email Group for Exchange of Environmental Information, and establishment of Institute of Environmental Science and Technology for ECO Region came under discussion. It considered the Green Industry Award, Conservation of Biodiversity, Watershed Rehabilitation, Ecotourism as well as Calendar of Events for 2008-2009. The meeting, inter alia, considered the follow-up of implementation of the decisions of the 3rd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Environment. It also deliberated on the issue of ECO Bulletin on Environment.  It was agreed that the bulletin be published twice a year in order to achieve quality of contents.  

Pakistan offered to host the 4th Ministerial Meeting on Environment in Islamabad in April 2008. It would be preceded by a Senior Officials Meeting.

The Islamic Republic of Iran would host the 6th Meeting of the Working Group on Environment in 2009. Turkmenistan offered to host a Meeting on Alien Species in 2010.
((((((
The 1st Expert Group Meeting on Ecotourism

(1-3 December, 2008, Ankara, Turkey)
The 1st Expert Group Meeting on Ecotourism was held in Ankara on 1 – 3 December 2008. It 
reviewed follow-up action on the 1st Task Force Meeting on Ecotourism (Tehran, December 16-17, 2007). The Iranian delegation explained that the draft Convention on Sustainable Nature-Based Tourism in the ECO Region had been prepared, as per decision of the 1st Task Force Meeting. It would be circulated to member states, after necessary vetting by legal authorities, shortly.

The meeting finalized and adopted the Plan of Action on Cooperation in the field of Ecotourism (2009-2013). It had been prepared by the Republic of Turkey, as per decision of the First Task Force Meeting in Tehran. A Coordinating Country would be designated to pursue speedy implementation of the Action Plan in cooperation with all member states. The latter would convey their willingness to the Secretariat, within two months, to act as a Coordinating Country

The meeting approved the outline proposed by Iran for provision of information to establish a data-base in Ecotourism. The Meeting also agreed to Iran’s proposal that international agencies be approached to arrange funding the data-base.
It was noted that cooperation in the field of ecotourism needed further discussion and the 2nd Expert Group meeting on Ecotourism be held for that purpose. Date and venue of the meeting would be worked out in consultation with the member states.
((((((
ACTION PLAN ON COOPERATION AMONG ECO COUNTRIES IN THE FIELD OF

ECOLOGICAL TOURISM (ECOTOURISM)

(2009-2013)

Ecotourism
Ecotourism has become an important economic activity in natural areas around the world. It provides opportunities for visitors to witness the powerful manifestations of nature and culture and learn about the importance of conservation of biodiversity and local cultures. At the same time, ecotourism generates income for site conservation. It creates economic benefits for people living in rural and remote areas.

Ecotourism is responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment and sustains the well being of local people.

[image: image6.wmf]In order to make ecotourism successful, there is need for a greater understanding of opportunities and challenges.  Also, those responsible for implementation should be fully conversant with management mechanisms necessary to ensure sustainability. Given the global trends and growing importance of ecotourism, the action plan and activities outlined therein must aim at a set of realistic goals.  These may include:

i. Building a regional network of ecotourism professionals and practitioners to plan and manage operations in a coordinated manner. 

ii. Enhancing capacity through workshops and seminars which addresses practical issues of interest to stakeholders.  The participants may include lodge and tour company owners, NGOs, parks and protected area officials, academics, host communities and local people.

iii. Bringing together national and regional ecotourism associations to strengthen their collective voice, identify common issues and build a strong regional movement for ecotourism.

iv. Assessing the region's performance in ecotourism over the past one decade and to come up with idea to overcome challenges and achieve more.

ACTIONS ON ECOTOURISM FOR ECO REGION

	No
	Actions
	Responsible countries 
	Duration

	
	
	
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013

	Setting up Coordination and Regional Development

	1
	Appoint focal points
	Each ECO Country
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Support coordination by focal points
	ECO Secretariat
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	Create an Ecotourism Advisory Services Network
	ECO Secretariat
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	Strengthen and Replicate Ecotourism Development Program in Protected Areas, other attractive natural areas in the ECO region
	All Member Countries
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	Incorporate Ecotourism Strategies in Tourism, Biodiversity Conservation and Nature Conservation Strategies for each member country.
	All Member Countries
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	Preparation and finalization of the Draft ECO Ecotourism Convention (to be prepared by Iran)
	IRAN /ECO
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	Adoption of the Draft Eco Tourism Convention
	All Member Countries, Second EGM
	
	
	
	
	

	Developing Ecotourism Strategy for ECO Region

	8
	Identify strategic planning process for ECO Region 
	Coordinating Country/other Member States
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	Situation analysis and identification of a vision and mission for ECO Region (with a regional workshop and training program)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	Strategic objectives and priority actions 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	Develop draft ecotourism strategy for the ECO Region (Second EGM Meeting) (Attach 1 .discussion paper for the preparation of the strategy)  
	Coordinating Country/other Member States
	
	
	
	
	

	Database studies and Information management

	12
	Develop a framework for inventory of ecotourism values Attach 2 .discussion papers for inventory)
	Iran/ECO Secretariat
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	Gathering ecotourism data for databank from each ECO Country.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14
	Create an Ecotourism “Best Practices” Internet Portal 
	ECO Secretariat
	
	
	
	
	

	15
	Develop a Digital Library of Ecotourism Media Resources
	ECO Secretariat
	
	
	
	
	

	16
	Use ECO Web page  to exchange information
	ECO Secretariat
	
	
	
	
	

	Capacity Building, Awareness and Training 

	17
	Develop ECO Region Ecotourism Development Training Program
	Coordinating Country/other Member States
	
	
	
	
	

	18
	Develop and adapt host customer service program to ECO Region
	Coordinating Country/other Member States
	
	
	
	
	

	19
	Create an Ecotourism Guide Certificate
	ECO  Secretariat / Coordinating Country and other Member States
	
	
	
	
	

	20
	Develop an Ecotourism Interpretation Design and Implantation of Training Programs at the regional level
	ECO Secretariat/ Coordinating Country and other Member States
	
	
	
	
	

	21
	Design and publish an ecotourism catalogue that will include ecotourism  values, opportunities and implementation of principles for the region
	Coordinating Country / other Member States
	
	
	
	
	

	Marketing and Promotion

	22
	Develop an Ecotourism product design and implementation strategies
	Coordinating Country
	
	
	
	
	

	23
	Identify ecotourism products to be potentially developed and influence types of visitors choosing.
	Coordinating Country
	
	
	
	
	

	24
	Best practice examples
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Product Development

	25
	Create “Ecotourism-Naturally EVO Region” Awards
	
	
	
	
	
	

	26
	Promote Community Events and Traditional Celebrations 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	27
	Develop Ecolodge Opportunities
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Monitoring and Evaluation

	28
	Develop a framework to assess the environmental, economic and cultural impacts of proposals for ecotourism development
	Coordination Country
	
	
	
	
	

	29
	Developing a framework to survey and analyze ecotourism markets and visitors’ needs, expectations and feedback
	Coordination Country
	
	
	
	
	

	30
	Create an Ecotourism Volunteer Program
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FRAMEWORK FOR ECOTOURISM INVENTORY FOR ECO REGION
	Inventory of Ecotourism Attractions

A detailed inventory is crucial for managing the tourism in the natural areas. This inventory must be as complete and detailed as possible, but it should not be considered as an exhaustive, scientific list of all the species of plants and animals that the area contains, or as complete catalogue of historic buildings or other cultural artifacts in the case of an archaeological site. The inventory should instead be seen as a description of those features of the natural area that constitute the main attractions to visitors. Attractions in natural areas may be divided into two main categories: core attractions (which always refer to the main natural and/or cultural features that are protected within it) and “supporting” attractions (which are of a secondary nature and include physical infrastructure and facilities for visitors). The language used in preparing inventories should not be very technical and scientific.

The following checklist should prove useful when preparing an inventory of ecotourism attractions for a natural area.

1. Name and category of the site

2. Geographical location 

3. Extent of the parks or area (surface in hectares)

4. Means of access and entry points

5. Internal circulations

Vehicular roads and parking areas

pedestrian walks, paths and trails

Equestrian trails

Bicycle or off-road vehicles 

Water routes

6. Brief description of overall visual resources

Basic terrain variety; topography, slopes, flat etc.

Variety of geomorphologic features; jagged peaks, rounded hills, snow-capped 
mountains, cliffs,       

canyons, ravines, glaciers, caves, etc.

Variety of hydrological features; sea, rivers, beaches, lakes, lagoons, reservoirs, 
waterfalls, springs,   

geysers, etc.

Variety of vegetation patterns; highly or moderately varied, practically uniform

Effects of land uses (lack of presence of discordant visual elements; buildings, utility 
lines, deforested 

areas, highways, etc.)

7. Climate patterns

Temperature

Precipitation (rain, snow, sleet, hail, etc.)

Winds (speed, direction)

Humidity

Air pressure

Cloudiness 
8. Comfort indexes; hot, warm, fresh, cool, cold, extremely cold, humid, dry (for different seasons)

9. Natural attractions

Geological/geomorphologic features

Mountains and volcanoes

Inter-mountain valleys, basins, or plains

Canyons (ravines, gorges, etc.)

Cliffs (falaises, basaltic columns, bluffs, etc.)

Boulders, balancing rocks, etc.

Caves, grottoes, cenotes, etc.

Sand dunes, sandbanks, etc.

Fossils 

Islands

Coral reefs, keys, cays

Capes, peninsulas, points

Bays, inlets, coves, straits, etc.

Beaches

Hydrological resources 

Ocean waters

Rivers, streams, underwater currents, glaciers, icebergs, etc.

Lakes, ponds, reservoirs, cenotes, oasis, etc.

Estuarine waters (freshwater, brackish, coastal lagoons, wetland, marismas, etc.)

Springs (hot, cold, sulphurous, etc.)

Waterfalls

Biological resources

Flora

Main vegetation types; rainforest, deciduous tropical forest, desert, coniferous forest, 
mixed temperate   

Forest, mangroves, chaparral, etc. 

Main species (most interesting, rarest, most beautiful, most characteristic of the area, etc.)

Specific individual trees (with exact location)

Fauna (species checklists, singling out target species)

Insects

Fishes

Reptiles and amphibians

Birds

Mammals

10. Cultural heritage attractions

Archaeological features

Local folklore; villages, architecture, dress, food, dance and music, handicrafts,  

traditions, ceremonies, 

etc.

Historical end architectural landmarks

11. Support attractions and tourism physical facilities

Interpretive facilities and services; visitor centre, nature trails, guide walks

12. Cultural heritage attractions

Source; Hector Ceballos-Lascurain, Tourism, Ecotourism and protected areas, IUCN, 1996)




((((((
The Republic of Azerbaijan

Installation of System to Provide Ecologically Clean Portable Water For The Residents of Areas Using Kura And Araz River Waters 

In 2006 President Ilham Aliyev was nominated for the highest award of internationally recognized Mihail Zukkov Fund for his services in the field of environment protection. The President, who pays close attention to environment protection, attributed the award to the solution of environmental problems in the region. 

In Azerbaijan, water treatment plants, based on the state-of-the art US technology have been installed in villages facing shortage of potable water. To solve the local environmental problems wells have been dug in the entire rural area to ensure water supply for every family.  The areas surrounding treatment plants and wells have been turned into green areas by planting trees and flowers. The work for supply of potable water for rural residents, according to international standards, continues apace. The plan would be completed by 2010. 

The President of Azerbaijan has issued a decree on "Measures for Ensuring Environmentally Clean Water Supply for Residents". It means environmentally clean water supply for settlements using Kura Araz River as a source of potable water. 

As a result of the implementation of the decree water supplied to villages facing shortage of quality potable water will be treated in accordance with the WHO standards. Modular water treatment plants are being installed for that purpose.

More than 55 thousand people, in 8 areas and 50 settlements have been supplied with quality potable water. 

The water treatment plants use equipments produced in Italy, USA, Germany and Belgium. 

The Caspian Sea environment protection system

The decree on "Measures to Protect the Caspian Sea from Contamination" plays a key role in preventing wastewater discharge into Caspian Sea. The ecological conditions of Baku bay, Bibi Aybat area and H. Aliyev International Airport area have been improved.  Also the situation around lakes of Apsheron peninsula, oil contaminated lands and areas contaminated by other industrial wastes have been ameliorated. It was all possible with the improvement of the wastewater-management of Baku and Sumgait in implementation of the Presidential decree on improvement of ecological conditions in Azerbaijan Republic (2006-2010).

As part of implementation of this decree, modular treatment plants, with international specifications, were installed in Bilgah, Buzovna, Mardakan, Pirshagi and Nardaran settlements of Apsheron peninsular. 

((((((
The Islamic Republic of  Iran

Ozone Layer Protection Unit

As a party to the Montreal Protocol, Iran has played an active role in the global effort for protection of the fragile Ozone Layer since 1990. Implementation of the phase-out activities, started in 1993, has so far lead to complete phase-out of about 6.4 thousand tones of ODP
, CFCs, solvents and methyl bromide from the identified ODS consuming sectors. This means that near 90 percent of the total ODS consumption by different sectors in the country has been substituted by ozone friendly alternatives through application of appropriate technologies. Thus far, Iran is in complete compliance with its commitments to the Montreal Protocol. Regulatory measures have been taken in line with the physical phase-out activities. Import of ODS into the country has been under strict control through enforcement of an established ODS Import/Export Licensing since 2002. In order to ensure the sustainability of ODS phase-out activities in Iran, a National Ozone Monitoring Network has been established and made operational since 2006. Further phase-out programmes have been developed and being implemented to phase-out the remaining consumption of CFCs in the manufacturing of Metered Dose Inhalers (MDI). All the above activities are supported by the institutional strengthening, training and public awareness campaigns. 

Following is a brief review of Iran's contribution and achievements so far through the implementation of the Montreal Protocol. The outline is organized in two consecutive parts, which reflects mainly an excerpt of the information provided in the Country Programme Update in 2003 (CPU). Some modification is applied to the content of the CPU to include recent events and convey more up-to-date information to the readers. The first part, which is provided hereafter in this topic, gives an overall picture of the status of the ratification, ODS consumption by sectors and the country's experience to institutionalize implementation of the Montreal Protocol. The second part will be continued through the next issues of the newsletter and will contain some information on the ODS phase out activities, regulatory control measures and public awareness campaigns. The overview will be concluded with some further information on the status of compliance and a look at the future of the Montreal Protocol activities in Iran from a sustainability perspective. It is hoped the information provided in this short introductory overview will draw the interest of the readers. 

Status of ratification:
I.R. Iran ratified the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer and its Montreal Protocol on the Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer in October 1990. Iran is among the pioneers of the ratification of the four amendments to the Montreal Protocol Of the four amendments, London and Copenhagen amendments were ratified in August 1997 and the Montreal amendment was approved in October 2001. The Beijing amendment is in its final stage of ratification.  By this, Iran has further committed to meet the obligations stipulated in the amendments. The focus of London and Copenhagen amendments is on the scheduled phase-out of the solvents i.e. Carbon Tetra Chloride (CTC) and Trichloroethane (TCA) and on control of the production of Hydro-chlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs). Montreal Amendment urges the parties to establish and enforce their import and export Licensing System (LS) with focus on the control of the illegal trade of the Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS).  

ODS consumption:

The I. R. of Iran does not have any production facility for ODS including Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs) and Halons. They are imported from abroad for use in refrigerators, freezers; and foam blowers, as well as the service shops and repair centers.  Between 1987 and 1990 consumption of CFCs changed drastically, as it increased from 1,231 tons to 3,784 tons, before it leveled off at 2,445 tons in 1991
.  Implementation of the Montreal Protocol activities in the country since 1993 resulted in significant reduction in the consumption/import of ODS into the country.   
The I.R. of Iran uses Harmonized Classification system of customs codification for imported chemicals since 2002.  Under the ODS import quota system, all ODS users who have permits to operate, are currently permitted to import their ODS requirements subject to specified restricting regulations.  

ODS consumption in the refrigeration and foam sectors was very high in 1991.  Therefore, these two sectors were addressed on priority basis to achieve ODS phase-out. In 2007 consumption of CFCs in these sectors became negligible. 
((((((
Supporting Iran and some ECO member states on an intergovernmental Science-policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES)

During the ad hoc Intergovernmental and Multi-stakeholder meeting on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES), held in Putrigaya, Malaysia, 10-12 November 2008, Islamic Republic of Iran supported the gap analysis proposal as an independent study to be considered by the UNEP Governing Council as well as all biodiversity related Conventions. The UNEP was requested to report the outcome of the meeting at the 25th session of the Governing Council or Global Ministerial Environment Forum to continue exploring mechanisms to improve the sustainable development. It is was requested to undertake a preliminary gap analysis for discussions at the UNEP Governing Council.

UNEP is anticipated to convene a second intergovernmental multi–stakeholder meeting on IPBES to strengthen and improve the science-policy interface for biodiversity and ecosystem services for human well–being, including consideration of a new science–policy platform for biodiversity related multilateral environmental agreements. 
Iran proposed a declaration on "World Network of Biosphere Reserves" additional wording and their management to UNESCO

Draft Resolution: 

Islamic Republic of Iran proposed as follows: 

Full text of the proposal: 

In accordance with article 5 of the medium-term strategy 34 C/4 UNESCO, focused on response to the needs of indigenous population.
Also in accordance with article 8 of the same strategy support for national resources, protection of the environment and building of knowledge societies and articles 45 and 51 UNESCO will assist member states for achieving poverty reduction and sustainable development and draw in its extensive list of sites including biosphere reserves for global monitoring of biodiversity loss and sustainable development". 

Based on the above mentioned articles, sustainable and appropriate management of biosphere reserve is in line with the goals and objectives of UNESCO strategy. 

Unfortunately to date the management of biosphere reserves, especially in developing countries, has not met the expectations mainly due to insufficient knowledge of site managers on co-management and lack of cooperation with local communities. 

Therefore capacity building for site managers on community participation management for efficient conservation is required. 

In this regard, it is recommended to develop a pilot project for some developing countries and share the lessons learned with others. 

((((((
The Islamic Republic of Pakistan

Development of Environmental Activities in Pakistan
I. 
Joint Efforts for Conservation of Trans-boundary Wetlands and Water Bodies 

The two World Heritage sites of Pakistan, are Moenjodaro in Sindh, and the Buddhist site of Takht-i-Bhai in the Frontier Province.  Pakistan has been the cradle of Indus Valley Civilization which flourished in the areas that now constitute Pakistan and Iran. The Buddhist Monuments were built in Pakistan, Afghanistan and other neighboring countries. Given these inter-cultural links, cooperation between these countries is of great importance. Pakistan welcomes mutual cooperation with these countries in the preservation of cultural heritage. It is particularly important to agree to protect wetlands, habitats of migratory birds/waterfowl and other fauna and to conserve wildlife habitats shared by neighboring countries. The ECO member countries can jointly safeguard the rich variety of species and ecosystems, including trans-boundary Wetlands and Water Bodies. This may be treated as a priority under the Convention for the Protection of World Cultural & National Heritage (1972). The region's conservation efforts have to be paced up and measure taken to protect biodiversity-rich sites in the member states. 

II. 
Preservation and Management of Water Resources: 

Pakistan Wetland Programme (PWP) is an initiative of the Federal Ministry of Environment.  It is being implemented by the World Wide Fund for Nature, WWF- Pakistan. The aim is to cover the entire country with in-depth scientific studies on all facets of wetlands in addition to highlighting all aspects relating to wetlands education, conservation and management and to provide the most current and scientifically sound information not just to Environment Conservationists and Biologists but more importantly, to policy-makers. The Pakistan Wetland Programme (PWP) is developing guidelines for minimum ecological flows in the rivers of Punjab, all of them rising in the Highlands of India and Kashmir. 

The importance of water related issues was emphasized in deliberations at the UN in the International Year of Freshwater and at the Dushanbe International Forum of September 2003. To that end, it needs the help of both, the United Nations system and the international community. Pakistan is keen to implement measures to promote integrated water resource management, enhance human resource capacity, control water pollution and promote conservation by fostering changed attitudes to water use. There is a need for global sharing of information technology and communication as well as technologies involving storage procedures, recycling and sanitation. 

III. 
Joint Studies on Wildlife Migration Patterns, Mortality Rates and Contagious Diseases 

Pakistan being a signatory to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of wild flora and fauna (CITES), is committed to conserve the rich natural heritage of the country. Though it does not share any Ramsar site (wetland of international significance) with neighbours, yet it is ready to cooperate with other countries on conservation of wetlands and the associated flora and fauna.  The following facts are noteworthy:

i. The Kabul River originates in Pakistan and passes through Afghanistan before it re-enters Pakistan. It is a major flyway for migratory cranes and waterfowls that fly in winter to different wetlands of the Indus basin and South Asia. 

ii. Pakistan's western borders with Iran and Afghanistan have several wetlands that act as staging posts for migratory birds. Ab-e-Estada on Afghanistan and Wasta Dam on Pakistan side are such examples. Similarly further south, many desert wetlands are shared with Iran. 

The Pakistan Museum of Natural History (PMNH) has a well established section on Ornithology which functions under experienced scientists. Challenges like Avian Influenza, reportedly caused by migratory birds, need attention of the ECO Member States. PMNH Scientists have conducted detailed studies on biodiversity of Keti Bundar area, Chotiari reservoir, Pai Forest, Keti Shah riverine Forest and Kinjher lake in cooperation with Indus For All Programme (IFAP). Pakistan Science Foundation (PSF) has conducted studies on the Faunal Diversity of Margalla Hills National Park, Islamabad in cooperation of PMNH. Studies on biodiversity of the famous lakes of Salt Range ecotourism sites has also been conducted by PMNH.  These include Kallar Kahar lake, Khabeki lake, Uchali lake, and Jhallar lake.

IV. 
Mountain Clean-up Expeditions 

With the help of various NGO's and local governments, the Ministry of Tourism has been pursuing promotion of Cultural Tourism in Northern Areas, Chitral and some other parts of Pakistan. It has  developed special packages for eco-friendly cultural tours. 

Adventure Foundation Pakistan (AFP), a private, non-profit, voluntary national organization, offers the much-needed opportunities to youth to promote self-discovery and self-expression through action- oriented experiences in the natural environment. AFP is a pioneer in mountain related sports, outdoor education and environment conservation activities in Pakistan. In the International Year of Mountains (IYM 2000), in order to enhance global awareness of the mountain eco-system, AFP launched a project, "National Children Mountain Conservation Meet". Respect for diversity of mountain regions and their people, has been the hallmark of AFP's annual National Children Mountain Conservation Meet. The 6th National Children Mountain Conservation Meet was held in Kaghan Valley from 21st to 30th June 2007. 

AFP has also started a campaign to promote awareness about environmental pollution in the mountain areas of Pakistan. It organized a number of mountain-clean-up expeditions to remove solid waste from the base camp of K-2, Nanga Parbat, Masherbrum, lake Saiful Muluk in Kaghan Valley and Ayubia National Park in Galliat. It did so by involving young volunteers from all over the country. AFP is supported in these efforts by MoT, Wildlife Department of NWFP, IUCN-Pakistan and WWF- Pakistan and the Pakistan Boys Scout Association. 
V. 
CLEAN DEVELOPMENT MECHANISM (CDM) 

Following its accession to the Kyoto Protocol of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in January 2005 Pakistan made the Ministry of Environment the Designated National Authority (DNA) for Clean Development Mechanism under the Protocol. A Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) Cell was created in the Ministry in August 2005. A national Operation Strategy for CDM was evolved in February 2006. Several awareness raising workshops were conducted with public and private sectors participation. The CDM Cell has now been strengthened with the help of the Public Sector Development Programme (PSOP) Fund. It has a total cost of Rs. 38.93 million for a period of three years (July 2006- June 2009). The project was meant to strengthen the CDM Secretariat and enhance the capacity of CDM staff for developing, managing and approving the CDM projects. The Ministry of Environment received a Japanese Policy and Human Resource Development (PHRD) Grant of US $ 570,000 though The World Bank. It was to be implemented by the Ministry from May 2007 for 18 months. The project will further strengthen the institutional framework of CDM by creating an enabling environment and promoting public - private participation in the fast emerging carbon market in Pakistan. The aim is to draw foreign investment in sustainable development projects in renewable energy production, waste management, industrial pollution/effluent management, agriculture and forestry. These would also contribute to global efforts to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to mitigate climate change. 

The first CDM project in Pakistan by Pakarab Fertilizer Limited, Multan, was approved in April 2006. With a total cost of USD 15 million, the project was co- sponsored by Mitsubishi Corporation of Japan and was expected to abate one million tones of carbon dioxide equivalents per annum. It would generate adequate revenue from the sales of CERs. After registration with the CDM Executive Board, the project became operational in January 2007. 

The DNA granted Host Country Approval for a second CDM project in April 2007. It was aimed at the management of cattle waste in Landhi Cattle Colony, Karachi. The project would bring foreign investment of US$ 102.15 million. Under the project, cattle waste about 0.4 million tons was to be converted into valuable organic fertilizer along with generation of 25 MW of clean electricity.  The project would also reduce around 1.53 million tones of CO2 emissions per year. 

In May 2007, third CDM project was approved to generate hydro- electricity. It would be supplied to the national grid at New Bong Escape Canal on River Jhelum near Mangla Dam. It would generate 84 MW of power, which would replace carbon intensive thermally generated power. The project would earn additional annual revenue from sales of 0.22 million tones of CO2 Certified Emission Reductions. 

A fourth CDM project approved in January 2008 would generate power by gas turbines for supply to fertilizer complex using clean, renewable and sustainable co-generation project. It would earn additional annual revenue from sales of 0.11 million tones of CO2 Certified Emission Reductions. 

A fifth CDM project approved in February 2008 would help switch power generators from heavy fuel oil to natural gas. The project would earn additional annual revenue from sales of 0.022 million tones of CO Certified Emission Reductions. 

A sixth CDM project of March 2008, would switch engines from heavy fuel oil to natural gas for power generation and steam generation. The project would earn additional annual revenue from sales of 0.016 million tones of CO2 Certified Emission Reductions. 

The DNA has also granted Host Country Approval to seventh (07) CDM project on 10th May 2008 submitted by the AES Lal Pir (Pvt) Limited, Pakistan, which aims to improve the cooling performance of Lal Pir power station by constructing additional Cooling Tower Cells in order to reduce the fuel consumption for CO2 abatement and contribute towards sustainable development. The project would earn additional annual revenue from sales of 0.009 million tones of CO2eq Certified Emission Reductions (CERs), under Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) and would improve local environmental conditions in the area. 

The DNA has also granted Host Country Approval to an eighth CDM project in May 2008. It would operate bagasse cogeneration facility (bagasse is a biomass residue from sugar cane). It would generate electricity and enhance generation of renewable energy in Pakistan. The project would earn additional annual revenue from sales of 0.031 million tones of CO2 Certified Emission Reductions (CERs).

VI. 
Pakistan's Commitment to Montreal Protocol 

Pakistan signed and ratified the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer in 1992. Pakistan is committed to phase-out the use of Ozone Depleting Substances (ODS). Although not an ODS producing or exporting country, Pakistan imports substances such as Chlorofluorocarbons (CFC), Carbon Tetra Chloride (CTC), Halons and Methyl Bromide for domestic use in the foam/refrigeration industry, cutlery and surgical industry, fire extinguishers and for pre-shipment and quarantine purposes. 

An Ozone Cell was established in the Ministry of Environment in 1996 to monitor and ensure implementation of the Montreal Protocol through various policies and regulatory measures. This is done with the assistance of Ministry of Commerce, Federal Revenue Division and other stakeholders. Ozone Cell extends assistance to the local ODS- based industry for its conversion into Ozone friendly technology through the implementing agencies of United Nations. Three phases of the projects have been completed and the fourth phase (April 2007 -March 2009) is in progress.

VII. 
ACHIEVEMENTS 
Ozone Cell, Ministry of Environment in collaboration with the implementing agency UNDP and other national/international stakeholders has made following achievements to phasing out the use / consumption of ODS in the country: 

· To introduce Ozone Friendly Technology, Pakistan has completed 21 projects in the foam/refrigeration sector in collaboration with the World Bank.

· Pakistan identified 34 major Carbon Tetra Chloride-using industries to install modern Ozone friendly technologies: 32 of these projects have been completed in metal cleaning industries. The remaining two projects are at an advance stage of implementation. UNIDO is the implementing agency of this project. 

· To ensure proper scrutiny of chemical imports at entry points, Pakistan has trained 200 Customs officers under Refrigeration Management Plan (RMP). The training of about 150 more Custom Officers is being planned. Under RMP, the training of 3000 servicing technicians for the retrofitting of CFC-based refrigerators/air-conditioners is underway. 2700 technicians have been trained so far. The Project is being implemented with the assistance of UNIDO. 

· Halons are also potential Ozone depleting substance. Halons Banking & Recycling facility in the fire extinguishing sector has been established at Haseen Habib Corporation, Lahore, to regulate the import of Halons in accordance with Montreal Protocol. UNIDO is the implementing agency. 

· In pursuance of the National ODS Phase out Policy 2000, Ministry of Environment (Ozone Cell) is effectively monitoring and regulating import of various ODS in the country. A licensing system for ODS imports, introduced through the Ministry of Commerce, is enforced through Customs Department. 

· Pakistan imposed a ban on the import of Methyl Chloroform, CTC, Halons, and Methyl Bromide (except for pre- shipment and quarantine purposes), five years ahead of the target date, (1st January, 2010 fixed for 100% phasing out of ODS under Montreal Protocol. Pakistan has also banned CTC import w.e.f. 28th May, 2007, 2 year ahead of the target date. 

Pakistan was elected as Vice President of the Bureau of the Implementation Committee for the year 2007 by the 18th Meeting of the Parties (MoP-18) held in New Delhi in October, 2006. United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has awarded "Montreal Protocol Certificate of Recognition" to the Government and National Ozone Office of Pakistan in 2007 for its contribution to the global effort to protect the Ozone Layer. 

VIII. 
RATIFICATION OF STOCKHOLM CONVENTION (POPS)

Pakistan signed the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) in December 2001. Ministry of Environment is implementing GEFI/UNDP funded "Pakistan-POPs Enabling Activity; Preparation of POPs National Implementation Plan under Stockholm Convention project". The objective is to strengthen capacity and build ownership in Pakistan to meet its obligation under the Stockholm Convention including the preparation of POPs National Implementation Plan (NIP). The Plan shall describe how Pakistan will phase out POPs sources and manage POPs contaminated sites. Inventories and National Implementation Plan are under process of completion. The next step shall be preparation of projects for destruction of obsolete POPs pesticides, replacement / decontamination of electric and other appliances containing PCBs and elimination of Dioxin and Furan emitting sources. 

National Biosafety Centre, Pak-EPA

Background Information: 

The Federal Government notified Pakistan Biosafety Rules in April, 2005 and National Biosafety Guidelines in October 2005. The latter provide procedures for the implementation of Pakistan Biosafety Rules, 2005. These also provide procedures for the research and development on Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs) and their products, release of GMOs and products for field trial and release of GMOs for commercial purposes. 

Establishment of National Biosafety Centre: 

For regulating GMOs in the country which are subject to Pakistan Biosafety Rules, 2005 and National Biosafety Guidelines, 2005, a Project for establishment of National Biosafety Centre was approved by the Ministry of Environment. National Biosafety Centre has been established at the Environmental Protection Agency. It provides implementation setup for the three Committees i.e. National Biosafety Committee (NBC), Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) and Institutional Biosafety Committees (IBCs) essential for the entire framework. 

Project Future Activities: 

1
Ratification of Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety:  Pakistan became a Signatory to this Protocol on 4th June 2001. The ratification of Cartagena Protocol is under process. 

2. 
Field Visits 

Field visits also planned through out Pakistan to monitor the activities of the institutions carrying out research on biotechnology and GMOs. 

 3.
Biosafety Laboratory Certification Criteria:

The draft of Biosafety/ Biotechnology Laboratory Certification Criteria is under-preparation. 

4. 
Labelling and Standards of GM foods 

The labeling criteria and formulation of the Standards for the Genetically Modified (GM) Food market falls in the jurisdiction of the National Biosafety Committee. Standardization related to Label of GM containing food is under way. 
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Republic of Turkey

The Studies Conducted By The Marine And Coastal Management Department In Order To Share The Experiences About Monitoring Marine Environment 

Black Sea Monitoring Project

1) Project Title:   Black Sea Pollution Monitoring Project.

2)
Overall Objective: To protect and, where possible, enhance the water quality of the Black Sea 

3)
Project Purpose: Increase institutional capacity for the establishment of pollution monitoring system for the determination and control of pollution sources in the Black Sea. The project was started in 2004 for 66 stations along the Black Sea Coast and the number of the stations was increased to 69 in 2006. 

4)
Activities: 

Short Term Activities: Determination of current pollutant levels along the Turkish Black Sea coast and setting up of a continuous pollution monitoring program, 

Medium Term Activities: Ensure the continuity of the national monitoring system and the sustainability of the living system preparation of National Black Sea Strategic Action Plan. 

Long Term Activities: Implementation of the Strategic Action Plan and Development of Sustainable Decision Making to ensure the use of the coastal areas in a way which does not compromise their use by future generations. 

MEDPOL:

Within the scope of Land Based Sources Protocol, a sub protocol of Barcelona Convention, and Strategic Action Program Mediterranean Pollution Monitoring Program, called MEDPOL, a multi-annual program, is being executed by the Ministry of Environment and Forestry through related institutions. The Monitoring Programme of Turkey under MEDPOL Phase IV includes the monitoring of pollution hot spots (estuaries of rivers, sites subjected to urban and industrial waste-water), river inputs, the compliance monitoring of effluents and the monitoring of contaminant levels in biota and sediments to follow-long term changes of the chemical pollution status of the coastal waters. Eutrophication monitoring and assessment is included in the programme as a pilot activity for an affected site (Mersin Bay). The monitoring activities related to the Program have been executed since 1987 by the Ministry of Environment and Forestry. The main purpose of this program is as follows: 

· Determination of the pollution level of Mediterranean coastal waters, in terms of sectoral activities and the materials listed in the Annex-I of the Protocol. 

· Evaluation of the effectiveness of measurements taken within the framework of the Protocol, and action plans and programs to prevent the pollution. 

In light of the above, one of the objectives of this programme is to control the contaminant discharge into the marine environment. The level of the contaminant must not exceed the upper concentration that is permissible by legislation which is determined through compliance monitoring. In this context, preparation of compliance reports for each compliance monitoring activity are ensured and considered as a routine control mechanism for the pollution reduction measures taken at a point which is source of pollution. 

A further objective is to provide a simple description of any time variation in the environmental concentrations of contaminants, through trend monitoring. This also enables the assessment of the effectiveness of the measures taken for the reduction of marine pollution. 

The execution of the National Monitoring Programme is in the context of, and in accordance with, the MEDPOL PHASE IV Programme. More specifically, the National Monitoring Programme of Turkey under MEDPOL Phase IV is aimed at: 

a) 
Conformity to national regulations and the MAP common measures for industrial / municipal effluents in Hot Spot areas and estimation of inputs from effluents; 

b) 
Reliable monitoring of river inputs, exchange levels and estimation of river fluxes 

c) 
Reliable assessment of the temporal changes in contaminant levels in biota and sediments, in selected coastal and hot spot stations 

d) 
Assessment of pollution status of the coastal waters 

e) 
Reliable assessment of eutrophication status in coastal waters and the lagoons; Mersin Bay (pilot site), 

f) An organic carbon mapping showing the effects of aqua-culture areas in gulfs.

These are respectively pursued through: 

· Compliance monitoring of effluents in hot spot areas; 

· Monitoring of loads from land-based point sources of pollution 

· Trend Monitoring of contaminants in biota in selected hot spot areas and in the coastal waters; 

· Monitoring of contaminants in sediments in hot spot areas and near-shore coastal waters; 

· Monitoring of Eutrophication in a pilot site 

· Monitoring of aqua-culture areas in gulfs 

· Monitoring of aqua-culture areas in gulfs.

Action Plan implementations in Turkey

NATURE, ENVIRONMENT & BIODIVERSITY

-
Join Efforts for Conservation of Trans-boundary Wetlands & Water Bodies; and 

- 
Preservation & Management of Water Resources

MANAGEMENT PLANS OF WETLANDS

Management plans and implementation works of wetlands are going on according to Ramsar Convention’s management plan guide. These are:

Lake Manyas (Balıkesir), 

Lake Uluabat (Bursa), 

Göksu Delta (Mersin), 

Gediz Delta (İzmir) 

Kızılırmak Delta ( Samsun) 

Lake Akşehir-Eber (Afyon-Konya)

Sultan marsh (Kayseri)

 
Lagoon of Yumurtalık (Adana)

Lake Eğirdir (Isparta)

Management of these plans is finished and their implementation is underway.

After approval by Commission of Wetlands of Turkey, management plans will come into force in 2008. These are:

· Management Plan of Lake Burdur (Burdur)

· Management Plan of Eksisu marshes (Erzincan)  

· Management Plan of Lakes Gölbaşı (Adıyaman)

· Management plans that will come into force in 2009 are: Management Plan of Ereğli marshes (Konya) and Management Plan of Lake Beyşehir ( Konya)

WETLAND PROTECTION ZONES

Twenty-five (25) wetland protection zones in Turkey have been designated from the year 2003 according to Wetlands Regulation of Turkey. Twenty-one (21) of these have been approved by the Commission of Wetlands of Turkey and came in to force. These are:

Lake Manyas (Balıkesir),

Lake Uluabat (Bursa), 

Kocaçay Delta (Bursa), 

Gönen creek Delta (Balıkesir), 

Gediz Delta (İzmir), 

Göksu Delta (Mersin), 

Lagoon of Yumurtalık (Adana), 

Lake Beyşehir (Konya-Isparta), 

Lake Çavuşcu (Konya), 

Hürmetçi marshes (Kayseri), 

Lake Palas (Kayseri), 

Lake Akşehir- Eber (Afyonkarahisar-Konya), 

Ekşisu marhes (Erzincan), 

Well Coordinated Management of Ecosystems Relating to Endangered Species

I. 
Monachus (Monk seal)

One of the most critically endangered species of the Mediterranean for conservation efforts in Turkey is the Mediterranean Monk Seal Monachus. Monachus population lives densely in Northwest beaches of Africa, Eagean Coasts and Eastern Mediterranean Coasts.

During 2008-2012, the Ministry will focus on rehabilitation, conservation and habitat recovery for the above mention specie. The Turkish National Seal Committee continues its work on hot spots for the Monk Seal such as İzmir, Karaburun Peninsula, Bodrum Peninsula, Mersin, Anamur-Taşucu.

II. 
Caretta and Chelonia mydas (Sea turtle)
The Ministry declared 20 nesting beaches and focused conservation activities along these beaches to protect Caretta (vulnerable-IUCN) and Chelonia mydas (endangered-IUCN). 
During 2008-2012, the Ministry will focus on the establishment of  a rescue center for sea turtles; all kinds of conservation and monitoring activities, designing public awareness campaigns to protect the said specie.

III. 
Centaurea tchihatcheffii

The Ministry initiated activities such as organizing public awareness campaigns, establishing strategic action plans, and monitoring activities to protect one of the endemics for Southern Ankara region.

With relevant studies, in addition to the Gölbaşı area a new record was found in the much southern part.

IV. 
Otis tarda

Strategy and Action Plan was established by the Ministry.

Sustainable Development of Ecotourism

Draft Action Plan of Ecotourism was finalized and approved by the 1st Expert Group Meeting on Ecotourism held in December 2008 in Ankara. 
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Draft Calendar of Events / Meetings on Environment
( 2009 – 2010 )
	SNo.
	Event/Meeting
	Venue
	Date

	1
	The 4th ECO Ministerial Meeting (MM) on Environment to be preceded by the Meeting of Senior Officials
	Islamabad,

Pakistan
	April 2009

	2
	The 2nd Experts Meeting on Ecotourism
	To be determined
	2009

	3
	Pre-Cop (Conference of Parties) Meeting on Biodiversity
	Antalya - Turkey
	March/April or 
Nov/Dec 2009

	4
	The 6th Meeting of ECO Working Group on Environment 
	Iran
	2009

After 4th MM

	5
	The 2nd Expert Group Meeting on Biodiversity 
	Astana, Kazakhstan
	2009

	6
	Expert Level Meeting of ABS (Access and Benefit Sharing) on Biodiversity
	Pakistan
	2009

	7
	Meeting on Trans-Boundary Movement of Biological Specimens and Species 
	Iran 
	2009

	8
	Experts Meeting on Alien Invasive Species 
	Turkmenistan
	2010

	9
	2nd Workshop / Training Course on Watershed Rehabilitation 
	Iran
	2009
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World Environment Day theme for 2008 focuses on the causes &
effects of climate change and is meant to draw attention to some
I of the human actions that threaten the planet




There will be articles from other Member States in next issues.

· The Executive Board of the ECO Bulletin on Environment would highly appreciate your kind comments/suggestions. 

ECO Bulletin on Environment is published quarterly by the Secretariat of the Economic Cooperation Organization. Opinions expressed in articles and other materials are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect ECO policy.
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Electronic Circulation of the ECO Bulletin on Environment

In order to have wider and prompt dissemination of information, ECO Secretariat will be circulating the electronic text version of the ECO Bulletin on Environment via email.  

· If you are interested in receiving electronic version of the Bulletin via email, please send us your E-mail address to the Registry@ECOsecretariat.org 

· The ECO Bulletin on Environment is also available online on the following web address: 
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