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4th ECO Working Group Meeting on Environment 

The 4th ECO Working Group Meeting for the Implementation of the Plan of Action (2003-2007) for Cooperation on Environment Meeting, hosted by the Department of Environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran, was held on 21-22 May 2006 at the ECO Secretariat.  

Participants from Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan and Republic of Turkey attended it. 

The Meeting was inaugurated by H.E. Dr. Fatemeh Vaez Javadi, Vice President and Head of the Department of Environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran. ECO Secretary General also made a statement on ECO Activities in the field of Environment. 

The Meeting deliberated on important issues such as a) preparing the National Progress Report on Environment, b) Establishment of ECO College of Environment, c) Establishment of E-mail Group for exchange of information, and d) ECO Bulletin on Environment.  It also considered project proposals of the Member States and had a round table discussion on Environment and Tourism.

The participants also visited Pardisan Natural Park and attended a ceremony there which was arranged for the “Biodiversity Day”.      

(((
The Training Course on the Familiarization with the ISO 14000 Environmental Management System

A Training Course on the Familiarization with the ISO 14000, Environmental Management System (EMS) was held on 23-24 May 2006 at the ECO Secretariat, Tehran.  It was hosted and conducted by the Department of Environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

Representatives of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan and Republic of Turkey attended it. 

The Training Course was chaired and led by Dr. Souroosh Modabberi, General Director of the Monitoring Water and Soil Pollution Bureau of the Department of the Environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Dr. Reza Naad, Expert of Environment and Standards, Metallurgy and Safety, and Adviser to the Department of Environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran, made his presentation on “The Description of ISO Standards and Obligations” in which he submitted detailed information on the history of ISO (International Organization for Standardization) and its standards.
Dr. Amir Radfar, adviser to IRAN Khodroo Car Manufacturing and TUV NORD Academy Trainer, made his presentation on the “Introduction to ISO 14001, Elements and the Birth of an Environment Management System (EMS) Standards".  

Extensive discussions related to the issues were held by the participants. 
On the Second day of the Training Course a technical visit to the Production Line of IRAN Khodroo Car Manufacturing Co. was arranged by the Department of Environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran for the participants in order to familiarize them with the EMS standards in the said factory.

At the end of the Training Course appropriate certificates were given to the participants. 
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Task Force on Establishment of ECO College of Environment

The 3rd Meeting of Task Force on Establishment of ECO College of Environment was held on April 17-18, 2006 in Ankara and was hosted by the Ministry of Environment and Forestry of the Republic of Turkey. 

The member of the Task Force (Iran, Pakistan and Turkey) visited Middle Eastern University (Department of Environmental Engineering) and Hacettepe University (Department of Environmental Engineering) in Ankara. 

During the meeting the Task Force reached to the following conclusion: a) The member states have different and diverse form of education system, b) Some member states have special capacities/specialties in some specific environmental fields, c) These specialties can provide a good opportunity for mutual cooperation and capacity development, and d) It would not be feasible to create a totally new and independent education body

The Task Force considered establishing an “ECO Institute of Environmental Science and Technology” instead of ECO College of Environment to facilitate the mutual provision and exchange of research and higher educational services as well as special training courses among the member states.    

(((
The need for international instrument on Sustainable Nature-Based Tourism 

Prepared by the Department of Environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran for further consideration of 9th UNEP General Council Special Session 
(Summarized Version)

There is a complex relationship between tourism and the environment. Given its scale and global extent, it is inevitable that tourism has important environmental impacts. These impacts are related to resource consumption and the pollution and waste generated by tourism activities. At the same time, beaches, mountains, rivers, forests and biological diversity make the environment a basic resource upon which the tourism industry depends to thrive and grow, and therefore threats to the environment threaten the viability of the tourism industry. However, in various circumstances, tourism can significantly contribute to environmental protection. 

With the expansion of the tourism industry, the social and environmental impacts of mass tourism began to present themselves. These impacts included the modification of indigenous cultures, increases in crime, the pollution of sensitive natural areas, and the excessive use of energy and water resources. 

National tourism authorities in the 90’s  had generally come to realize that the economic benefits of tourism would not be achievable in the long run unless tourism was properly planned and managed to include an explicit concern for the social and environmental assets upon which its future prosperity depended. They understand that tourism's role in economic development is important but it cannot be considered in a vacuum. The social and environmental implications of tourism development must be integrated into development policy. 

One way of measuring the importance of tourism in economic development is to examine the share of tourism in the national income, employment, export earnings and tax revenues. On this basis, few other traded activities could claim to rival the economic significance of world tourism. According to WTO, tourism contributes about 1.5 per cent of world gross national product (GNP), a little over 8 per cent of world merchandise exports by value and almost 35 per cent of the value of world exports of services in 1998. Tourism is also a significant employer, the hotel accommodation sector alone employing about 11/3 million people worldwide. Such an enormous contribution is only attainable if the environment of the destination can support tourism demands. The viability of nature based tourism can be threatened by environmental degradation including loss of biological diversity and landscape attractiveness, water and air pollution, global warming, and the lack of freshwater. Nevertheless, sustainable nature based tourism can contribute to environmental protection, the conservation of biological diversity and the sustainable use of natural resources. It can do this by providing resources and financial contributions and raising awareness as well as provision of an environmental infrastructure and improved environmental management in parks, protected areas and cultural and natural sites. 

Backgrounds 

Ignoring tourism as one of the largest industries worldwide was a significant shortcoming of Agenda 21 and the Rio summit. Rio+5 tried to fill this gap and for the first time address the issue at a summit level even in a very brief form. The Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) in its seventh session convened the multi-stake holders segment on tourism and adopted decision 7/3. The way that CSD deal with tourism is considered amongst the most successful work of CSD. Although the 7/3 has not been followed up adequately by relevant organizations, it has shown the need for the international community to address procedure setting and the legal framework on which sustainable tourism development and particularly Nature- Based Tourism (NBT) are to be based. 

Chapter 41 of Johannesburg Plan of Implementation refers to promoting sustainable tourism development, including non-consumptive and ecotourism, as a means to increase the benefits from tourism resources for the population in host communities while maintaining the cultural and environmental integrity of those communities and enhancing the protection of ecologically sensitive areas and the natural heritage. It also suggests that sustainable tourism development and capacity building should contribute to the strengthening of rural and local communities. 
Chapter 41 proposed a plan of action for sustainable tourism development based on the following approaches.

- 
Primary requirements for the implementation of sustainable tourism development are: 

· Enhancement and improvement of international cooperation.

· Encouragement of foreign direct investment.

Promoting the principle of partnership with both private and public sectors
UN resolution in 1999 declared the year 2002 as the international year of Ecotourism and invited the international community to establish an international conference to address the issue in 2002. Ecotourism summit in Quebec-Canada was the result of such initiative based on the shared work of UNEP and WTO (Tourism).

The Quebec Declaration on Ecotourism is the outcome of three consecutive years of preparatory programmes with 18 preparatory meetings at the international level before and during the International Year of Ecotourism in 2002. The Declaration is the result of a multi-stakeholder dialogue, although it is not a negotiated document. 

As stated in the preamble of the Declaration, its main purpose is the formation of a preliminary agenda and a set of recommendations for the development of ecotourism activities in the context of sustainable development. 

The Global Code of Ethics for tourism is another reference guideline on sustainable nature based tourism. The Code is the result of a follow up to the 1997 WTO General Assembly resolution in Istanbul. After two years, consecutive and extensive consultation the WTO Genera! Assembly meeting in Santiago in October 1999 approved the Code unanimously. 

The Articles of the Code outline the "rules of the game" for destinations, governments, tour operators, developers, travel agents, workers and travellers themselves. The Code sets a frame of reference for the responsible and sustainable development of world tourism at the dawn of the new millennium.   The main content of the Code covers nine important categories of issues in sustainable tourism development and for the first time an attempt is made to address enforcement measures in its article ten. 

At UNEP level, one of the institutional initiatives of this organization regarding sustainable (nature based) tourism is the UNEP Draft Principle on sustainable tourism which was initiated in 1995 after a series of negotiations presented to the CSD7.  With its approval the final draft was published in early 2000. The main intention of the UNEP principle is to provide a framework on which international environmental agreements related to tourism can further develop their work programmes. 

One of the innovations of the UNEP principle on sustainable tourism is formatting the titles and categorizing issues in a useful and concrete manner. It contains four main groups of subjects and each one examines related sub-titles. The difficulty in tourism environmental-related issues is that a single content can be related to several other subjects and therefore grouping these issues is a careful, complex and sometimes unattainable procedure. 

NBT as a Matter for Consideration of UNEP General Council Special Session 

Despite various attempts made by international environmental and developmental organizations and relevant specialized agencies to propose an adequate framework to deal with the new phenomena of NBT, the lack of an internationally accepted comprehensive, integrated, legally binding agreement based on existing international law and practice is obvious. Such an instrument could fill the gap and properly address one of the outstanding areas of the new convergence of environmental and developmental pillars of sustainable development in the area of sustainable use of natural resources and biodiversity. 

The Ecotourism summit in Quebec was an opportunity for many participants to raise the need to address adequately the lack of an institutional framework for the development of ecotourism, the need for all stakeholders' cooperation, particularly public-private sector, to establishing policies, strategies and regulations relative to sustainable tourism development, and the need to deal with the lack of sufficient regional and international cooperation on ecotourism issues. This cooperation is especially essential in border sensitive areas or shared nature based tourism areas. The need to develop umbrella mechanisms that allow governmental bodies to work successfully together in order to create the balance necessary for the development of ecotourism was also stressed. In general, it was recognized that a variety of regulations need to be developed such as codes of conduct, guidelines and so on, together with legal regulations that help reduce negative impacts. 
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Ecological Situation of the Azerbaijan Republic and Arrangements on the Environmental Protection 

Rapid development of all the economic spheres in the last century has resulted in increased man-made affects on the environment and extreme exploitation of the natural resources. As in most countries, solution of problems concerning environmental protection and effective use of the natural resources are in the focus today in Azerbaijan. 

In this respect, in order to reach any result with environmental enhancement underlying our ecological policy, a number of important laws adapted to the European legislation have been passed during 1997-2004 years, as well as acts and state programs have been prepared and approved. 

However, environmental problems which have accumulated for years are impossible to be resolved at the expense of internal potentialities of the Republic of Azerbaijan experiencing an economical transition period. Therefore, development of the bilateral international, regional and interstate co-operations are preferred. In order to achieve the improvement of the environment, joining the international conventions and observing their provisions are also one of the most important matters. Our Republic has joined 18 international conventions in this area.  

For the purpose of resolving the actual environmental problems in Azerbaijan, arrangements are made on the basis of sustainable development principles within the relevant state programs. 

The major environmental problems for the Republic of Azerbaijan are as fallows: 

· Pollution of water resources with wastewater, as well as subjecting to the transboundary pollution; 

· Low level of quality water supply for the settlements, allowing losses of sweet water until it is delivered to the water users, lack of effluent disposal lines; 

· Pollution of ambient air by manufacturing fim1s and vehicles; 

· Degradation of the fertile lands (erosion, salting and etc); 

· Non-required utilization of solid industrial and domestic wastes, including hazardous wastes; 

· Rarefaction of biodiversity; 

· Depletion of forest resources, fauna, as well as fishing potential; 

Water resources and their environmental state 

The river network in the territory of Azerbaijan is unequally distributed. Along with the regions where big and small rivers are located closely, there are also areas without constant flows. The lowest indicators of the river network density in Azerbaijan are shown in Kur-Araz depression, Gobustan- Absheron region, Djeiranchol, and west part of the Nakhchivan flatness. 

The main part of the sweet water resources of Azerbaijan is concentrated in the rivers. The most part of this water flow (69-72 %) forms in Georgia, Armenia, Turkey, Iran and in the territory of Daghestan of Russia Federation. 

For the indicator of surface water resources per km2 land and per person/population Azerbaijan is behind of South Caucasus states and Russia Federation. Out of the total water resources of the South Caucasus (310 mlrd m3) 62% and 28% come to Georgia and Armenia, respectively. Only 10 % -to Azerbaijan. 

8.67 mlrd m3 of the annual amoullt of the Republican water resources are concentrated in the underground water basins. The underground waters make 23% of the total water resources. Only 48.8% of the underground water resources in Azerbaijan is currently used. 

The restriction problem of water resources, effectively using of them, prevention of water sources from pollution and proper supply of the population with qualified drinking water in Azerbaijan are among issues of the day. 

 The lack of water is also accounted for irrational use of the existing water resources. So that, large quantity of water losses is enabled as a result of water network systems not meeting the available technical requirements. 

The main reason of unreasonable use of water resources and pollution cases emerging with the water basins is accounted for the collecting systems of city and district centers, as well as other settlements of the Republic, and insufficiently supply of establishments with cleaning plants and physical and moral deterioration of the used facilities. Untreated industrial and domestic waste of the country's metropolises plays important role in pollution of the water basins of the Republic. 

For purpose of domestic-waste water treatment in our Republic 22 mechanical and biological purification plants currently are in operation. It should be noted that only 30 % of existing plants are in working condition without scheduled operation that causes pollution of the water basins. Insufficient supply of city and region centers with sewer nets and purification plants leads to the forming of insanitation, generation of many wastewater pools, rise in level of ground waters and other unpleasant cases. 

According to the calculations of 2002, 170 mln m3 of wastewater with nonstandard purification have been disposed within a year to the water basins in the territory of the Republic. 

Pollution state of the trans boundary rivers 

¾ part of the territory of Azerbaijan Republic comes to the Kur river basin. It is the main drinking water source for the Republican population. It should be noticed that most part of these waters flowing in Azerbaijan for their geographical position forms in the territories of Georgia and Armenia. Untreated waste discharge to the Kur river by the adjacent states up today strongly affects its hydrochemical regime and water quality. So that, recent studies have shown sufficiently high amount of copper. zinc, phenol and fuel-oil products in the river water of  which density exceeds for 10 times the allowed density level. 

Acquisition of correct information concerning pollution of the Kur river basin is extremely complicated due to the occupation of 20 % of the territory of Azerbaijan Republic. As a result of the fact that these territories have remained out of ecological control destruction of the nature monuments, cruel exploitation of our natural resources and over-pollution of water resources are observed. 

The wastewater of the Armenian copper-molybdenum and copper-ore plants are the main pollutants of the Okhchuchay
 -a branch of Araz. The river has turned into a collector transporting the wastes. After Araz river polluted through this river its water content does not change until it joins the Kur. After Okhchu river of which average annual water balance is 20-22 times less than Araz gets mixed with it. the microtlora in Araz river decreases for 65-80%.  The recent observations show that the oxygen regime in Okhchuchay is systematically broken. Permanent discharge of untreated waste of the above-mentioned plants to the Okhchuchay during several decades has led to the deposition of its heavy tractions. As a result, the self-purification process has been disturbed. 

A mechanism should be developed for the treatment of 350 mln m3 of the annually discharged untreated waste to the Kur and Araz rivers from Armenia and 320 mln m3 to the Kur river from Georgia to eliminate the problem. 

For the solution of the problems concerning the transboundary water basins on the regional level within the international standards Azerbaijan has ratified the Helsinki Convention on "Protection and use of transboundary water flows and international lakes". But the problem gets more complicated with the fact that other neighbor countries do not join this Convention. 

As compared with the transboundary rivers, the internal rivers are less subjected to pollution. 

Protection of the water resources 

The drinking water sources having been discovered, establishment of their resources, buildup of collecting systems with modern standards, construction of treatment plants have been directed to establish the ecological balance of the water resources including the Caspian Sea. Supply of the Republican population with clean drinking water until 2015 has been set target. 

A number of projects directed to the solution of the problems concerning the water resources are implemented in the country. Meanwhile, many projects have been implemented on the regional level in Kur river basin and appropriate measures in this area are kept on. 

In order to involve funds required for the reconstruction of sewer system of the Baku city negotiations have been conducted with the financial institutions of France and an initial agreement has been reached. Under the agreement signed between the France and Azerbaijan governments in 14/05/2003 a governmental credit at the rate of 35 million Euro has been allotted by the French Government for the reconstruction and extension of Hovsan aeration station. 

 As the Hovsan aeration station is out of full treatment capacity for the wastewater generating in Baku city, the Caspian Sea is subjected to the serious harmful environmental impacts. Therefore, this project is appreciated by the Azerbaijan authority as an urgent program. 

 The National Caspian Operation Plan developed in 2002 also establishes the problem as a priority concerning treatment of the wastewater generating in Baku city. This project will improve the wastewater treatment of the capital, Baku, both in respect to quality and quantity before they are discharged to the Caspian Sea, prevent the Baku bay, and Caspian Sea as a whole from additional pollution. 

In order to correctly estimate the problem concerning constraint of the environmental status of internal water basins of the Absheron peninsula the state of these lakes and pools have been researched. 

 Reconstruction works are ongoing in Samur-Absheron Canal system which provides water supply for the Baku and Sumgait cities at the funds of Islamic Development Bank and World Bank. 

The "Water supply in towns and wastewater treatment" project is currently implemented under the financial support of Islamic Development Bank. For this purpose feasibility study projects have been developed for improvement of water supply system of 15 regional centers. 

Under the agreement on financial cooperation between the Government of Azerbaijan and Government of Germany a reconstruction project for water supply and wastewater system of Gandja and Shaki cities is underway. 

 Also the water supply system of Imishli city has been reconstructed by the financial assistance of the German bank KfW. 

Ambient air 

Amount of the total atmospheric emissions from the stationary and mobile sources have decreased due to the drop in industrial activities since 1990. The sum total of the waste emissions from stationary sources in 1990 was 2.1 million tons while this figure has been only 425.900 tons in 2003. The air pollution level was most serious with the production centers of oil-gas-producing and refining, as well as chemical industry in big cities such as Baku and Sumgait. During the past period, the transport wastes have significantly increased due to the increase in number of vehicles. Control and maintenance for vehicles are behind of the required level that makes impossible the improvement of the air quality. Low quality of the fuel and obsolescence of the vehicles more enhances these problems, so that, nearly 830.900 tons of contaminants have been emitted to the ambient in 2003. of which up to 50% comes to car emissions. If the plants start to be operated at full capacity, then environmental situation will become more complicated.

Atmospheric emissions from stationary sources 

In past, metropolises in Azerbaijan suffered from the pollution level that was considered dangerous for the human health. Drop in production has highly improved the air quality, but the situation may change to worse due to the continuous increase in number of vehicles. Currently the main sectors more polluting the air are transport, industry and energy. In comparison with 1991, wastes from stationary sources were 80% below, and wastes from mobile sources were 34% above in 2003. 

Mostly, carbon dioxide (CO2) wastes in Azerbaijan are decreasing due to the economic problems in the country during the last decade. CO2 is generated from both oil and natural gas refinery and fuel use. The total amount of the CO2 emissions from mineral combustion has dropped from 16.36 million tons in 1992 to 9.1 million tons in 2002. 

The waste cadaster system in Azerbaijan uses an upward principle that bases on the annual waste reports which should be provided by the air-polluter manufacturers. Though statistic reports do not include all the pollutants main pollutants from the stationary sources in 2003 are likely to consist of hydrocarbons (318980 tons), fly organic compounds (5670 tons). sulfide-dioxide (15470 tons), carbon-oxide (25430 tons), nitrogen oxide and dioxides (24240), and solid matters -mainly dusts (34120 tons). Main stationary sources are oil-refineries. Power stations, chemical industry and iron-steel cast plants.

Due to the lack of equipment for gaseous matters’ treatment oil and gas industry remain as the main source of sulfide, carbon and nitrogen dioxide. The biggest waste source of the hydrocarbons are oil-gas-extraction offices, oil-refining factories. Due to the lack of gas-dust treatment facilities and ineffective operation of some only 40% of the total wastes is purified. 

2/3 part and the rest of the country’s heat production capacity is produced using fuel oil and natural gas consumption, respectively. Azerbaijan’s electricity producing infrastructure constructed during Soviet period is generally of low level. Approximately half of the turbogenerators and steam- boilers have been operating for over 40 years and consequently surplus fuel is consumed, the heating efficiency is low while atmospheric emissions are high. In general, many of the thermoelectric power stations of Azerbaijan are needed to be developed. The thermoelectric power stations are operated mainly with fuel oil and gas and NOx and SO2 are the key atmospheric emissions. 

For reconstruction of energy sector of Azerbaijan and addition of new volume several projects have been developed. The State Decree issued for the energy sector in 2002 aims to transfer all the thermoelectric power stations to the natural gas based operation. For the time being, 400 MW "North ORES" currently operates by gas. The amount of atmospheric emissions NOx and SO2 has been significantly reduced here. 

Atmospheric emission from the mobile sources. 

Pollution of the urban air (with carbon monoxide) due to the rapid urbanization, increasing cars and economic growth is one of the reasons for increasing anxiety in Azerbaijan. Carbon monoxides are said to be the main pollutants in many cities. Total number of the passenger vehicles registered in 1995 was 399 000 whereas it was 540 000 in 2004. Obsolescent vehicles contribute to the atmospheric pollution along with the lack of control and maintenance service for motor-cars and low quality of fuel. 

Emission of nitrogen oxides, flying organic compounds and carbon oxides falling to the total share of mobile sources systematically increases due to decrease of stationary sources and abrupt rise in the public transport. Total volume of emissions from the mobile sources has been 405 000 tons in 2004 that makes about 50 % of the total wastes. Many fewer automobiles have been supplied with catalytic neutralizers that for now is one of the effective means for reducing the atmospheric emission of CO’s, hydrocarbons and NOx from the motor-cars working with petrol. 

In the forth conference on "environment for Europe" conducted at the level of Ministries in 1998, an agreement has been reached by Azerbaijan on gradual renunciation of the leaded gasoline until 2005. Whereas leaded gasoline is out of use in our country since 1997. 

Air Quality Monitoring 

The legal provision of the monitoring has been described in the environmental protection and ambient air protection laws. Monitoring has three types: industrial waste monitoring, background waste monitoring and air monitoring in residential areas. The Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources with its Monitoring Center, and the Ministry of Health with its sanitary-and-epidemiological centers are responsible for the air quality upon first two monitoring and in residences, respectively. 

Establishment of a National Department is an issue of association of all individual researches and monitoring centers. The National Department measures the air pollution 3 times for a day -at 7 o'clock in the morning, at 1 o'clock in the midday and at 6 o'clock in the evening. 26 stations on the air measurement are existing in 8 cities, out of which located are 8 stations in Baku, 3 in Sumgait, 5 in Gandja. 4 in Mingachevir, 1 in Skeki, 2 in Ali-Bayramli, 1 in Lenkaran and 2 in Nakhchivan. 

The National Hydrometeorology Department measures the meteorological parameters such as precipitation, cloudiness, sunny days and wind speed by temperature, rain and snow via 60 stations located throughout the country for 3-4 times in a day. Moreover, meteorological parameters are also measured by the National Environmental Monitoring Department in 26 stations. 

The Ministry of Health together with its 11 sanitary-and-epidemiological centers measures the water and air quality. Their stations are located in cities and measurements are implemented once a week and upon the request of residents. Pollutants measured by the centers can be illustrated by dust, suspending particles (soot), hydrocarbons, carbon monoxides, nitrogen oxide, nitrogen dioxide, sulfur dioxide, hydrogen fluoride, chlorine, ammoniac, furfurol, formaldehydes, mercury and other pollutants.
To be continued ……..
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Sustainable Development Strategy and Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA):

Enabling Activities and Capacity Building in the Islamic Republic of Iran (IRA/O3/009/01)

Following the completion in 2002 of a joint project between the Department of Environment (DoE) and the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) that established environmental impact assessment (EIA) guidelines and procedures for Iran (Environmental Impacts Assessment Enabling Activities and Capacity Building, IRA/97/0 17), both parties agreed in consultation with other national stakeholders to devise a similar framework to systematically employ Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) as a means to appraise the environmental consequences of policies, plans and programs (PPPs) with the understanding that any such system should take into consideration the interactions between environmental, social and economic issues. The main objective was to contribute to the incorporation of environmental concerns into policies, plans and programs (PPPs) for the benefit of the poor. As such, the SEA is considered as a comprehensive approach to environmentally sustainable development integrated in national development planning and linked to poverty reduction. 

Accordingly, the Project was signed in January7, 2004 between DoE and UNDP with implementation started in the same month. The project has been estimated to end in January 2006. 

The project is intended to produce the following outputs: 

· Training for the Core Group on legal and technical aspects of SEA; 

· Conducting a number of case studies to identify the needs for carrying out 

          SEAs; 

· Establishment of a data and information archive; 

· Preparation and submission of the SEA institutional and legal frameworks and enforcement criteria; 

· Formulation of a set of SEA technical guidelines; and carrying out advocacy and public awareness activities. 

By now the main activities which have been implemented are: 

· Establishment of a data center 

· Establishment of a 3 SEA workshops for training Core Group

· Publishing of posters and newsletters 

· Preparing draft report for needs assessment and legal framework for SEA in Iran. 
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There will be articles from other Member States in next issues.

· The Executive Board of the ECO Bulletin on Environment would highly appreciate your kind comments/suggestions. 

ECO Bulletin on Environment is published quarterly by the Secretariat of the Economic Cooperation Organization. Opinions expressed in articles and other materials are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect ECO policy.


Secretariat of the Economic Cooperation Organization

Address: No.1 Golbou Alley, Kamraniyeh, 

Tehran – Islamic Republic of IRAN

P.O. Box: 14155-6176

Tel : (9821) 22831733-34

Fax: (9821) 22831732

Web: http://www.ECOsecretariat.org
E-Mail: Registry@ECOsecretariat.org

dee@ECOsecretariat.org
Executive Board of the 
ECO Bulletin on Environment 

Dr. Shamil Aleskerov
Syed Naveed Mustafa

Mr. Mahmoud Goharpay
Electronic Circulation of the ECO Bulletin on Environment

In order to have wider and prompt dissemination of information, ECO Secretariat will be circulating the electronic text version of the ECO Bulletin on Environment via email.  

· If you are interested in receiving electronic version of the Bulletin via email, please send us your E-mail address to the Registry@ecoSecretariat.org 

· The ECO Bulletin on Environment is also available online on the following web address: 


  http://ECOsecretariat.org/ftproot/Publications/Bulletin
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