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Foreword by H.E. Askhat Orazbay,
ECO Secretary General

Today protection of environment is regarded as the most challenging task and collective responsibility of the international community.  Decisions taken at the global forums or regional gatherings are no doubt the proper instruments to respond collectively to the environmental problems.

While as a result of globalization external factors have become critical in determining the outcome of national efforts for development, one should not over look that human activities are having increasingly severe impact on our ecosystems and achieving sustainable development. 

ECO countries are located in a region in which, until recent years, due to the lack of public awareness the environment protection was not given due attention. 

The Almaty Declaration (1998) for the first time underlined the growing importance of the environmental issues and their increasing impact on the sustainable development of the region.  

In a spirit of growing regional cooperation, the First ECO Ministerial Meeting on Environment held on 15 December 2002 in Tehran considered the need of a regional cooperation framework to tackle down environment degradation and adopted the Plan of Action for Cooperation among ECO Member States on Environment (2003-1007) and the Tehran Declaration on Cooperation among ECO Member States on Environment in which they identified certain issues that should be taken into serious consideration by the Member States.

The 2nd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Environment, held in  October 2004 in Istanbul, Turkey, considered ways and means of enhancing the regional cooperation frame work on Environment, as well as the implementation of the Plan of Action for Cooperation among the ECO Member States on Environment (2003-2007). The Meeting also adopted some modifications to this Plan, which would facilitate the cooperation of the Member States on Environment. All these positive efforts, surely would lead to the promotion of the environmental matters in the region.

Managing our natural resources in a sustainable manner is vividly essential for protection of environment and the Plan of Action is a good example of our intention to enhance regional cooperation to address the regional environmental problems and to resolve them through our partnership. 

We are in the process of implementation of the Plan of Action and although considerable measures have been taken to implement the provisions of the said Plan of Action its implementation requires concerted and active efforts of the concerned authorities of the member states and ECO Secretariat as well. To reach this objective, we need to adopt practical measures and strategies, launch specific projects to promote capacity building and public awareness in ECO region. Publishing ECO periodicals or exchanging TV and radio programs as indicated in the Plan of Action is, among other things, one step towards enhancing public awareness in the field of Environment. 

Article 4-7 of the Plan of Action stressed the need for a quarterly bulletin dedicated to the recent environment developments mainly relevant to the ECO region, to be published by the ECO Secretariat and circulated to the ECO member states.  

At the 2nd meeting of ECO Working Group on Environment held on 4-5 August 2004 in Tehran, the Islamic Republic of Iran kindly offered to render its financial and expertise assistance to ECO Secretariat for publishing the first 4 issues of the said bulletin and while appreciating their efforts I am proud to state that the first issue of the ECO Quarterly Bulletin on Environment is being published and I hope with the assistance of all concerned authorities of the Member States the Secretariat could continue publishing this bulletin and make it a valuable source of information for the interested readers.

Askhat Orazbay

ECO Secretary General

	Welcoming address by
H.E. G. Bagirov,
Minister of Ecology and Natural Resources, 

Republic of Azerbaijan
	


Modern trends of increasing of the world population and its settling on the territories, increasing demands for energy and natural resources, globalization of economy, gradual disappearance of distinctive features of natural and cultural heritage and spreading of technological inventions are reflected as a worried state of environment and its prospective development. 

Due to non-systemic use of natural resources, neglecting modem technologies, population increasing, and other anthropogenic factors we have got a number of global environmental problems. Some of them, for example climate changes, loss of biodiversity, desertification, and pollution of water resources are of special concern. 

As a result, nowadays, problems related to environment protection are widely reflected in charters of leading international organizations. 

At present Azerbaijan has faced a number of serious environmental problems. Most serious is problem of water resources, atmosphere, soil as well as natural resources including forest conservation and modem tools for managing domestic and industrial wastes. 

Government of Azerbaijan places a high emphasis on addressing environmental problems. Global environmental problems that have worldwide significance, particularly, preventing environment pollution are of top priority. To address these problems our country takes respective measures on implementing decisions adopted during the World Summit on Sustainable Development held in Johannesburg in 2002. It is important to mention that National Programmes recently adopted by the government of Azerbaijan are all based on the principles of sustainable development. Some normative acts at present are in the process of implementation within the framework of "National Programme on Environmentally Sustainable Socio-Economic Development". Moreover, the Government of Azerbaijan has adopted national program on pastures development as well as on hydrometeorology and forest development. Unfortunately, due to lack of funds implementation of planned goals is confined. 

It is necessary to carry out activities aimed at protecting environment at a regional level, since there is no way to solve these problems within a single country. Thus, Azerbaijan highly appreciates multi sphere cooperation with ECO, particularly in the field of environment protection. Implementation of activities under the ECO framework would promote tackling problems at a regional level. 

I hope that ECO will successfully discharge its obligations and promote developing cooperation between our countries. (
	Message of 
H.E. Dr. Massoumeh Ebtekar

Vice President and Head of the Department of the Environment,
 Islamic Republic of Iran
	


In the Name of Allah 

December 2002 marks a new era for the Economic Cooperation Organization ECO. The First Ministerial Meeting on the Environment held in Tehran on that date pointed to a new direction on sustainable development for the regional organization and provided fresh impetus for regional cooperation and concerted efforts to protect the region's invaluable ecosystems and rich biodiversity.

Traditionally ECO has focused on economic development in areas of energy, trade, transport and mines and industries. The recent thrust for environmental protection and the incorporation of a sustainable perspective in regional policy is an indication of the determination of member states to promote economic development within the context of environn1ental standards and regulations. The ECO region states have taken great strides for economic growth, and human development policies relying on the immense human potentials and the unique natural resources of this part of the world. In addition the rich cultural heritage and civilization, and the Islamic tradition has provided a strong ethical and social framework for social mobilization and civil society integration. The clear teachings of Islam on nature protection and individual as well as social rights and responsibilities will serve as a motivating factor at all levels. 

The Tehran Ministerial meeting led to the adoption of a Regional Plan of Action on the Environment for the period (2003-2007). A task force was created to monitor and pursue the implementation of the Plan of Action. This task force met twice in Tehran and Ankara and received reports on the implementation programs in member states. The Islamic Republic of Iran proposed 10 major projects which were approved along with two others from member states. In addition to hosting the ministerial and task force meetings, Iran hosted two technical expert workshops on environmental impact assessment on energy and mines for ECO representatives indicating the government's resolve to promote regional cooperation and capacity building within the framework of the Tehran Plan of Action. This trend will continue insha Allah, since the Islamic Republic of Iran, as a founding member of ECO, is seriously committed to the promotion of its objectives. 

The MOU signed between ECO and UNEP is also a landmark event which took place in 2004 in Tehran and will hopefully lead to technical, scientific and capacity building assistance for member states. 

The environmental challenges that we face in this region, and particularly the devastating consequences of war, militarism and terrorism for the fragile environment of the ECO region should not be underestimated. Our mission is to safeguard the vital ecosystems of our countries al1d to enhance the quality of the environment for our peoples and our future generations. We need to make a more concerted effort at the highest political and executive level, to ensure peace, prosperity and sustainable development for our people and for our planet. (
	Welcoming Address by
H.E. Maj. (R) Tahir Iqbal,
Federal Minister for Environment, 

Islamic Republic of Pakistan
	


I am glad to know that the first issue of bulletin on Environment is now being published by the ECO Secretariat with the generous assistance of Islamic Republic of Iran in terms of financial support and expert assistance. This bulletin, I am sure, will be a landmark in terms of its information value to the ECO Member States. It can prove a catalyst for free flow of information ill the vital areas of environmental problems, the level of skills available in the region and above all the stride being taken and the success stories in the field of environment and the related areas, to be emulated by other Member States. 

As the nexus between the economic development, social development, poverty eradication and improving the environment is assuming increasing importance, the sharing of information amongst the ECO Members through these bulletins will in1egrate the Member States and will thus benefit from one another's experiences in these areas. The Member States have a lot of diversities in terms of languages, cultures, ethnicities and traditions under the overall unity of faith, this bulletin will go a long way in stimulating and cementing the bonds of fraternity and friendship in the Member States through exchange of information. 

My country is blessed by Allah with a rich variety of natural resources; land, water and a variety of agro-climatic zones in which besides an abundant variety of flora and fauna, crops are grown throughout the year. We will be pleased to share information on this rich variety with the ECO Member countries through this bulletin. I hope the Member States will contribute generously to these quarterly issues not only about the developments in environment but also the important activities being executed, in the related areas. 

These bulletins will play the role of a media tool in the Member States and the ECO Secretariat in implementing the Plan of Action for Cooperation among the ECO Member States on Environment (2003-07). This Plan of Action and its implementation, to my understanding should be a continuous phenomenon wherein the additional actions will be proposed and implemented even beyond the specified period, in a rolling process. 

I congratulate the ECO Secretariat and the Member States on the success of their endeavours to get the proposal of ECO Bulletin materialized. I also hope that Plan of Action for Cooperation in Environment will be implemented with its entirety with good cooperative and friendly spirits. 

In the end, I take this opportunity to convey my deepest sense of gratitude to the Government and the people of Islamic Republic of Iran who are not only hosting the ECO Secretariat but also assisting it in its endeavours through all possible means of which this bulletin is a vivid testimony. (
	Welcoming Address of 
H.E. Osman Pepe, 

Minister of Environment & Forestry,
Republic of Turkey 
	


I would like to congratulate both the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Secretariat of the Economic Cooperation Organization in Tehran for their endeavors to prepare the first issue of ECO Quarterly Bulletin on Environment, which will give a big opportunity to enhance decision makers, understanding on environmental issues of ECO Member States. My belief is that the ministers responsible from Environment of ECO Member States will get more benefit for drawing the realistic frame of bilateral and regional cooperation among ECO Member States and /or with international organizations.

We, officials of the Ministry of Environment and Forestry of Republic of Turkey, appreciate the Quarterly Bulletin on Environment as a remarkable initiative of ECO Secretariat and Member States as well as “Plan of Action for Cooperation Among EO Member Sates on Environment (2003-2007) and bi-annual national progress report on environment.

We do believe that the format and context of the said Bulletin will be rich and more attractive by addressing real environmental issues and our common environmental subjects in connection with experiences in the preparation of the Bulletin and feedback of the member States.

I would like to reiterate my sincere thanks to the ECO Secretariat in Tehran and the Islamic Republic of Iran for preparing the first issue of the ECO Quarterly Bulletin and Member States for their sensitiveness to submit timely their information and extend full cooperation to the ECO Secretariat. (
Second ECO Ministerial Meeting on Environment 

The 2nd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Environment was held on 6 October 2004 in Istanbul, Turkey and was preceded by the Senior Officials meeting on 4-5 October 2004. The delegations of the Transitional Islamic State of Afghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan, Republic of Turkey and Turkmenistan participated at the meeting as well as ECO Secretary General with his staff. The representatives of United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and Islamic Development Bank (IDB) also attended the meeting. 

The meeting was inaugurated by H.E. Osman Pepe, Minister of Environment and Forestry of the Republic of Turkey, and H.E. Askhat Orazbay, ECO Secretary General. 

The Ministers/Heads of Delegation delivered their statements on the state of the Environment in their respective countries covering the national policies and programs concerning environmental issues as well as regional cooperation in the field of environment.

The meeting emphasized the need for the ECO Member States' Environment Ministries/Agencies to work together towards the effective and full implementation of the Plan of Action for Cooperation among ECO Member States on Environment (2003-2007) adopted at the first ECO Ministerial Meeting on Environment held on 15 December 2002 in Tehran. The meeting adopted several amendments to it which were suggested by the first meeting of the ECO Working Group on Environment held on 7-8 April 2004 in Ankara and endorsed a number of projects/proposals made by some Member States for the implementation of the Plan of Action.  

The Ministers/Heads of Delegation also discussed international cooperation in the field of environment of ECO and appreciated its growing relations with UNESCAP, UNEP, WMO and IDB as well as the ECO Secretariat's efforts in promoting ECO international cooperation in particular signing of the Memorandum of Understanding with UNEP and upcoming signing of the Memorandum of Understanding with WMO. 

The Ministers/Heads of Delegation adopted the Istanbul Communiqué on Cooperation in the field of Environment in which they stressed the regional cooperation on environment and promotion of environmental awareness in the ECO Region. 

At the end of the 2nd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Environment a tree planting ceremony was held with the participation of the delegations from ECO Member States and international organizations representatives. 

Istanbul Communiqué
6 October 2004, Istanbul, Turkey 

1.
The 2nd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Environment was held on 6 October 2004 in Istanbul, Turkey. The meeting was attended by the Ministers/Heads of Delegation of Transitional Islamic State of Afghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan, Republic of Turkey, Turkmenistan and the Secretary General of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO). The representatives of United Nations Environment Program (UNEP), United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and Islamic Development Bank (IDB) also attended the meeting. The meeting was inaugurated by H.E. Osman Pepe, Minister of Environment and Forestry of the Republic of Turkey, and H.E. Askhat Orazbay, ECO Secretary General. It was preceded by the Senior Officials meeting held on 4-5 October 2004.

2.
The meeting emphasized the importance of Article 2(m) of the Treaty of Izmir and the Plan of Action for Cooperation among ECO Member States on Environment (2003-2007) adopted at the first ECO Ministerial Meeting on Environment held on 15 December 2002 in Tehran as well as other relevant international declarations including the Rio Declaration of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development and the Johannesburg Plan of Implementation and Johannesburg Declaration on Sustainable Development.

3.
The meeting, mindful of the trends of environmental degradation and pollution in the ECO region, emphasized the need for the ECO Countries’ Environment Ministries/Agencies to work together towards the effective and full implementation of the Plan of Action on Environment. 

4.
The Ministers/Heads of Delegation reviewed the Plan of Action on Environment, endorsed several amendments to it, and took note with appreciation of the implementation progress of the Plan of Action.  

5.
While reviewing ECO international cooperation in the field of environment, the participating Ministers/Heads of Delegation expressed their satisfaction over the growing cooperation between ECO and international organizations including UNESCAP, UNEP, WMO and IDB.

6.
The meeting appreciated the ECO Secretariat's efforts in promoting ECO international cooperation and appraised the signing Memorandum of Understanding with UNEP on 18th August 2004 at the ECO Secretariat in Tehran.

7.
The Ministers/Heads of Delegation appreciated the Department of the Environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran for rendering its assistance to publish the ECO Quarterly Bulletin on Environment and requested the Member States to fully cooperate with the ECO Secretariat in providing timely information to be published in the Bulletin.

8.
The Ministers/Heads of Delegation, while stressing the importance of bi-annual national progress report on environment as an essential instrument for the exchange of information and experiences in the field of environment as well as the promotion of the regional cooperation, urged the Member States to provide regularly the ECO Secretariat with their national progress reports on environment on the basis of the single format already agreed on.

9.
The meeting emphasized the need to continue holding experts meetings/workshops or training programs to promote human resource development in the field of environment in the ECO region.

10.
In the light of importance of environmental technology support and capacity building in ECO region, the Ministers\Heads of Delegation considered submitting a joint statement to the Intergovernmental Process of formulation of Strategic Plan for Technology Support and Capacity building under the auspices of UNEP taking into consideration their regional priorities and concerns    

11.
The Ministers/Heads of Delegation, recognizing that the impacts of conflicts on environment have become more severe and expressing their hopes that in the future the environmental consequences of conflicts will be taken into account, are fully cognizant of the need for maintaining of peace and stability in the region.
12.
The meeting decided to hold the 3rd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Environment in 2006.

13.
The Ministers/Heads of delegation expressed their profound gratitude to the Government of the Republic of Turkey especially to the Ministry of Environment and Forestry of the Republic of Turkey for the warm hospitality and valuable contribution in the arrangement of the 2nd Ministerial Meeting on Environment. The Heads of Delegation also thanked the ECO Secretary General and his staff for their support and hard work to make the meeting a success. 

(
ECO Cooperation with International Organizations
As Envisaged in the Plan of Action for Cooperation among the Member States on Environment (2003-2007) ECO Secretariat together with the relevant authorities in the member states and national focal points should play an active supportive and coordinative role in the implementation of all actions identified in the plan.  The Secretariat has sought arrangements with international Organizations/financial institutions which may be supportive to ECO as the following:   

ECO-UNEP Cooperation: 

In order to seek international support for the implementation of the Plan of Action on Environment, ECO Secretariat, during last year, cooperated with United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) on preparation of a MOU between two organizations. CPR at its 86th meeting in February 2004 endorsed signing the draft text of MOU with UNEP which was amended by the ECO Member States. 

This MOU, which was signed on August 18, 2004 in Tehran, focuses on the areas of cooperation and identifies the existing potential for joint activities in particular to increase the use of renewable sources of energy through UNEP Energy Resources Assessment Project and to strengthen environmental law making, enhance environmental education and training programs.

ECO- WMO Cooperation:

Upon its negotiations with the ECO Secretariat, the World Meteorology Organization (WMO) forwarded a draft text of the Memorandum of Understanding to the ECO Secretariat for the consideration of the Member States. 
CPR at its 87th meeting on 14 April 2004 considered and endorsed the draft text of MOU with some amendments to the original draft which was prepared by WMO.

The MOU, as agreed upon with WMO, was signed by Secretaries General of the two Organizations in Geneva on 10 December 2004. 

Considering the mandate of the WMO which is establishing network stations for meteorological, hydrological and promoting the standardization of meteorological observations the signed Memorandum of Understanding could result in promotion of meteorological technology, ecological and environmental protection. 

ECO- UNESCAP Cooperation: 
ECO Secretariat, at the request of the Secretariat of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) and in line with the existing MOU between the two organizations, has cooperated with ESCAP in the preparation of a report on the State of the Environment in Asia and the Pacific 2005 covering the sub-region of Central Asia as well as Iran and Turkey. This report will provide a rich source of data on the Environment in the ECO region.
ECO Secretariat has also supported the UNESCAP proposal of holding a Preparatory Meeting on Environment for Central and North West Asia back to back with the 2nd ECO Ministerial Meeting on Environment. This meeting was successfully held on 7-8 October 2004 in Istanbul.  

ECO Secretariat is seeking the assistance of international organizations and relevant financial institutions to facilitate and support the implementation of the Plan of Action for Cooperation among ECO Member States on Environment. (
First Steps of Regional Environmental Protection Cooperation

Dr. Majid Shafipour, Advisor to the Head of Department of the Environment of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

Pursuant to over three decades of international concerns on environment degradation, since Stockholm Conference in 1972, the global community expressed the need to act regionally as well as activities to achieve sustainable development goals at various other levels. This point of importance, that is regional cooperation for the protection of environment; has further been emphasized in the World Earth Summits in Rio and Johannesburg. Fortunately, the first Environmental Cooperation Plan of Action at regional level was formulated approximately three months after the September 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) within the so-called ECO (Economic Cooperation Organization) region. This highly important "Plan of Action" calls upon different instruments of cooperation amongst the ECO member states to be focused on issues pertinent to "Human Environment", " Natural Environment & Biodiversity", "Marine Environment", "Education and Public Awareness" and "Economic and Legal Frameworks". 

The means of implementation for the "Plan of Action" is envisaged to be a "Working Group" consisting of representatives of all member states. The first round of "Working Group" meetings was hosted by the Turkish Government in Ankara (April 2004) with the second being followed in Tehran (August 2004) hosted by the Department of Environment, Islamic Republic of Iran.  

In my opinion what is really important to be noted is the significant level of commitments that all ECO member states have exhibited. During the first "Working Group" meeting) a few elaboration and points of further clarifications were raised and negotiated to be incorporated. As it appeared to be the case, the second "Working Group" meeting in Tehran mostly concentrated on joint projects or activities in coherence with the context of the "Plan of Action". One would certainly appreciate that the need to address cross-border environmental affairs, of whatever nature these may be, requires in depth understanding of the priorities amongst the relevant ECO member states. It should be noted that the environmental circumstances within the ECO region is rather diverse and yet extremely fragile. Environmental awareness raising is thus an issue considered invaluable for the promotion of regional activities. Hence, I call upon all ECO member states, as well as international environmental institutions, to provide the necessary assistance to create a forum for joint studies, workshops and a base to disseminate information for the better protection of our living environment in the ECO region, for both the present and future generation. (
Upcoming Events to be organized in the field of environment 

2005

1.
 The 3rd Meeting of the Working Group on Environment (Islamabad, Pakistan, 23-25 February 2005) 

2.
The 4th and 5th Meetings of the Working Group on Environment (in 2005);

3.
Meeting on Environmental Impact Assessment (Turkey, April 2005);

4.
Regional Seminar on Ecological Education and Increase of Awareness of Population within the Framework of ECO Plan of Action on Environment, (Dushanbe, 2005) - The venue is to be confirmed by the host.

5.
Expert Meeting for developing the Work Plan on Biodiversity (Pakistan, 2005);

6.
A Training Course on the Familiarization with the ISO 14000 Environment Management system (Iran, 2005);

7.
Seminar on Ecotourism (Turkey, 2005);

8.
Seminar on Watershed Rehabilitation and Combating Desertification, Deforestation and Land Erosion (Turkey, September 2005);

9.
Seminar on Climate Change under auspices of WMO Regional Training Center (Turkey, April 2005).  
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There will be articles from other Member States in next issues.
· The Executive Board of the ECO Bulletin on Environment would highly appreciate your kind comments/suggestions. 

ECO Bulletin on Environment is published quarterly by the Secretariat of the Economic Cooperation Organization. Opinions expressed in articles and other materials are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect ECO policy.
Secretariat of the Economic Cooperation Organization

Address: No.1 Golbou Alley, Kamraniyeh, 

Tehran – Islamic Republic of IRAN

P.O. Box: 14155-6176

Tel : (9821) 2831733-34

Fax: (9821) 2831732
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Dr. Shamil Aleskerov
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Mohammad Reza Malakooti
Mahmoud Goharpay
Electronic Circulation of the ECO Bulletin on Environment
In order to have wider and prompt dissemination of information, ECO Secretariat will be circulating the electronic text version of the ECO Bulletin on Environment via email.  

· If you are interested in receiving electronic version of the Bulletin via email, please send us your E-mail address to the Registry@ecoSecretariat.org 

· The ECO Bulletin on Environment is also available online on the following web address: 

http://ECOsecretariat.org/ftproot/Publications/Bulletin
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