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Preface

This booklet contains agricultural statistics on all 10 members of the Economic cooperation Organization (ECO): Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan Turkey, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan. The statistics cover agricultural production and trade, besides some selected economic and social statistics. Summary tables, entitled “Regional Statistics’ relate to the whole of the ECO region either on country or yearly basis.

The principal source of information for the agricultural production, trade, land use and output indexes is the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations. FAO statistics have been downloaded from the website, http://www.apps.fao.org/. Additional information on economy, population and employment and rural environment have been drawn from the Live Data Base of the World Bank, provided to the use of the ECO Secretariat by the World Bank.

Explanations
The time reference for statistics on area and production of crops is based on the calendar year. Livestock numbers have been grouped in 12 month periods ending 30 September of the years stated in the tables. As regards livestock products, data on meat, milk and milk products relate to calendar years. Data for other animal products that are produced only in certain periods of the year, for example, honey and wool, are allocated to the calendar year, following a policy similar to that adopted for crops.  Figures for crop areas generally refer to harvested areas, although for permanent crops data may refer to total planted area. All yields per hectare are given in hectogrammes. Figures may not always add up to the totals because of independent rounding of country figures and of the totals themselves. 

The FAO indices of agricultural production show the relative level of the aggregate volume of agricultural production for each year in comparison with the base period 1989-91. They are based on the sum of price-weighted quantities of different agricultural commodities produced after deductions of quantities used as seed and feed weighted in a similar manner. All the indices at the country, regional and world levels are calculated by the Laspeyres formula. Production quantities of each commodity are weighted by 1989-91 average international commodity prices and summed for each year. To obtain the index, the aggregate for a given year is divided by the average aggregate for the base period 1989-91. 

In trade statistics,  the Standard International Trade Classification (SITC), Rev. 2. is used

Definitions for Land Use Statistics

The total area of the country includes area under inland water bodies. Land Area is the total area excluding area under inland water bodies. The definition of inland water bodies generally includes major rivers and lakes. Agricultural area is the sum of arable Land and permanent crops and permanent pastures. Area under arable and permanent crops shows the sum of arable land and permanent crops. Arable land is the land under temporary crops (double-cropped areas are counted only once), temporary meadows for mowing or pasture, land under market and kitchen gardens and land temporarily fallow (less than five years). The abandoned land resulting from shifting cultivation is not included in this category. Data for "Arable land" are not meant to indicate the amount of land that is potentially cultivable. Permanent crops is the land cultivated with crops that occupy the land for long periods and need not be replanted after each harvest, such as cocoa, coffee and rubber; this category includes land under flowering shrubs, fruit trees, nut trees and vines, but excludes land under trees grown for wood or timber. Permanent pasture is the land used permanently (five years or more) for herbaceous forage crops, either cultivated or growing wild (wild prairie or grazing land). Non arable and permanent crops includes any other land not specifically listed under arable land and permanent crops i.e.: permanent pastures, forests and woodland, built on areas, roads, barren lands, etc. 

Further information on the definitions of data can be found in the website, http://www.apps.fao.org/.

Symbols used in the tables

	AV 
	Average

	HA 
	Hectare

	KG 
	Kilogram

	KG/AN       
	Kilogram per animal

	KG/HA 
	Kilogram per hectare

	HG
	Hectograms (100 grams)

	HG/AN 
	Hectogram per animal

	HG/HA 
	Hectogram per hectare

	MT 
	Metric ton

	GDP
	Gross Domestic Product

	GNP 
	Gross National Product


          Notes: A blank space has the same meaning as the symbol (0M) defined above. 

         To divide decimals from whole numbers, a full stop (.) is used. 

