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Visit of the World Bank Delegation to the ECO Secretariat


Pursuant to the meeting between H.E. Dr. Gavahi, ECO Secretary General with Mr. James Wolfensohn, the World Bank President, last November in Washington, a World Bank Delegation returned the visit to the ECO Secretary General and discussed the prospect for ECO-World Bank cooperation. The World Bank Delegation comprised by Mr. Joseph Saba, Director of Middle East Department and lead economist Mr. Habib Fetini.


During the meeting, Dr. Gavahi, referring to the development needs of Afghanistan as a member of ECO and the role which both ECO and the World Bank could jointly play, called on the latter to provide assistance and expertise to implement regional programmes designed to benefit the ECO region and in particular Afghanistan. 


In response, Mr. Saba referred to the World Bank's growing attention to the issues of regional dimensions. In this respect, he stressed that World Bank has identified two major issues related to drought and water resources management as well as transport to be dealt with in regional scales. 

Dr. Gavahi, while welcoming interest taken by the World Bank in the ECO region, proposed holding of joint events in the ECO Member States to address their needs.

Finally, both sides agreed to work out details of ECO-World Bank relationship through further contacts.

