PRESS RELEASE

Ukrainian Minister of Foreign Affairs Called on ECO Secretary General


The Foreign Minister of Republic of Ukraine H. E. Mr. Anatoly Zlenko, paid a courtesy call on the ECO Secretary General, Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi, on 12 December 2001 at the ECO Secretariat in Tehran.


In this meeting, Dr. Gavahi welcoming the Ukrainian Foreign Minister, explained major objectives and fields of activities of ECO. Dr. Gavahi also briefed the Minister on ECO’s relations with international and regional organizations.


H. E. Mr. Anatoly Zlenko, who is currently the chairman of the Council of Ministers of Black Sea Economic Cooperation Organization (BSEC), while emphasizing on the potential gains to be reaped from regional experiences in similar areas of activities, called on for establishing formal cooperation between ECO and BSEC Secretariats. Dr. Gavahi explained that while, in the past, such proposal has been tabled by some ECO Member States but no decision is yet made on it, the issue can be once more brought up to the attention of ECO’s decision-making organs.


H. E. Mr. Anatoly Zlenko also pointed out the willingness of the Government of Ukraine to join ECO as an observer and ECO Secretary General responded that a formal request should be forwarded through Embassy of Republic of Ukraine in Tehran to be then considered by ECO’s Council of Permanent Representatives.  


Economic Cooperation Organization with its headquarters in Tehran, is the regional organization of 10 member countries, namely Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. ECO is also the successor of Regional Cooperation for Development, which was founded in 1964.      

