Press Release 
The Fist ECO Workshop on Energy Conservation & Efficiency

Held in Ankara on 5-6 December 2001


A Workshop on Energy Conservation and Efficiency organized by Economic Cooperation Organization was convened in Ankara – Turkey on 5-6 December 2001.  Eight of ten ECO Member States namely: Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan, Republic of Turkey and Republic of Uzbekistan sent experts to participate in the Event. 


The Meeting, first of its kind to be organized by ECO, reviewed the ways and means each country has taken to trim the use of Energy in different sectors such as: Transportation, Residentials, Industry and Agriculture as well as benefiting from higher efficiency.


The parties participating in the Meeting agreed upon establishing regular bilateral and multilateral contacts between Member States by organizing further meetings, workshops and seminars.  


The goal for future meeting shall be:

· Formulating strategies for optimization of Energy Efficiency

· Drawing rules and regulations for Energy Conservation and benefiting from higher efficiency

· Standardization, Certification and Methodology in the field of energy saving

· Personnel training


In the meantime ECO will cooperate with other regional and international organizations like UN-ESCAP and Energy Charter Treaty to benefit from their experiences in the field of Energy Conservation and Efficiency criteria.

At the end of the two days Meeting Islamic Republic of Pakistan offered to host the next meeting in the course of the year 2002 in Islamabad – Pakistan. 
