Press Release

The Informal Ministerial Meeting of the Economic Cooperation Organization held on November 14, 2001 in the UN Headquarters

The annual informal Meeting of the Council of Ministers of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) was held on the sidelines of the 56th UN General Assembly session in New York on Wednesday, 14 November 2001. The Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran H. E. Kamal Kharrazi chaired the meeting in the absence of the current Chairman the Foreign Minister of Tajikistan. Foreign Minister of Azerbaijan H. E. Mr. Vilayat Guliyev, State Secretary of Republic of Kyrgyzstan H. E. Mr. Osmanakul Ibraimov, Foreign Minister of Islamic Republic of Pakistan H. E. Mr. Abdul Sattar, Foreign Minister of Turkey H. E. Mr. Ismail Cem, Foreign Minister of Turkmenistan H. E. Mr. Rashid Meredov along with high level represenrtatives from other member states and ECO Secretary General H. E Ambassador Abdolrahim Gavahi attended the meeting.

In his statement as the chairman of ECO Council of Ministers Dr. Kamal Kharrazi stressed that ECO’s role will be instrumental in serving the objectives of the member States towards economic development and stability.

 Dr. Gavahi, reporting to the Ministers on the Organization’s recent developments and activities, highlighted ECO’s plans and projects in key areas of transit transport, trade and energy as well as cooperative relationships with major international Organizations.

The Ministers in addressing the Council expressed their full support of ECO’s ongoing activities and vowed to intensify their cooperation in promoting the regional objectives.

The meeting approved a draft Resolution on Cooperation between the United Nations and ECO, which will be tabled during the current General Assembly session. In this connection, the ECO Ministers expressed their satisfaction on the ongoing cooperation between ECO and various bodies and Specialized Agencies of the UN system. The Secretary General ECO briefed the Ministerial Meeting on the main activities of the Organization touching upon, inter alia, the enhanced interaction between the ECO and other regional and international organizations. 

The Economic Cooperation Organization is a ten member regional intergovernmental grouping comprising Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.

