Press Release

The UNCTAD workshop on Food Security and Agricultural Diversification was held in Almaty, Kazakhstan. The objective of the said workshop was to contribute to the diversification and development of the agricultural sector in the transition economies of Central Asia, with particular focus on Food Security and structured commodity finance. It has been structured around discussions and exchanges of views and experiences among participants supported by presentations on national experiences and contributions from international experts. It was an effort to contribute to capacity building for assessing the potential of commodity production and foreign trade as well as their impact on food security and designing and implementing appropriate policies and measures by governments and adopting modern business practices by enterprises. The meeting was also expected to provide an opportunity for participants to establish contacts and improve their awareness of the availability of advice and assistance.

Some important issues that were discussed in this workshop are as follows: The international agricultural trade and market structures and the reasons for change in consumption patterns, impediments to increasing food exports (tariffs, quantitative issues, seasonal limits, minimum import prices, health and safety standards, domestic support, importing firms standards and exporters' (un)competitiveness), importance of tariffs, and changing market structures.

Based on the invitation of UNCTAD, the represetative of the Economic Cooperation Organization(ECO) also participated  in the abovementioned workshop and presented a paper on ECO's activities in agriculture sector and food security. The said paper and the ECO progress report in agreculture sector were circulated among the participants and were also included in the documents of the workshop.

At the conclusion of the workshop it was proposed that the Central Asian countries may host such an event as continuation of the said workshop.

