Press Release

ECO Mineral Expert Meeting on Enhancement of Regional Cooperation in Mineral Sector Convened in Tehran


The First ECO Mineral Experts Meeting on Enhancement of Regional Cooperation in Mineral Sector and Drafting Plan of Action for cooperation among the ECO Countries in the field of Minerals convened in the ECO Secretariat in Tehran from 29 to 31 October 2001.


His Excellency, Mr. Jahengiri, Minister of Industry and Mines of the Islamic Republic of Iran sent a message to the Meeting which was read by his deputy H.E. Dr. Sargheini insisting on the importance of exchanging experiences between ECO Member States in the fields of Minerals including research and development, exploration, production and marketing of final products.


Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi, ECO Secretary General also addressed the Meeting emphasizing the important role of cooperation between ECO Member States in the field of Mineral exploration, production, as well as marketing the ECO region’s minerals. He emphasized on the role of foreign investment for development of ECO refined minerals adding that time is ripe for well-established companies with broad technical and management skills to look at new ventures in the region.


Eight Member States of ECO took part in the event, namely: Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Azerbaijan, Republic of Kazakhstan, Islamic State of Afghanistan, Republic of Tajikistan, Kyrgyz Republic, Islamic Republic of Pakistan and Republic of Turkey.


Delegates from ECO Member States briefed the Meeting with their country papers describing the situation of minerals in their respective countries.


Enhancement of regional cooperation in the Minerals Sector, Formation of ECO Mineral Data Bank and Inventories and also a plan of action for the years to come were adopted during the course of the Meeting.


During the 3rd day of the Meeting a Technical Visit to Geological Survey Centre of the Islamic Republic of Iran was paid by the participants.

