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Economic Cooperation Organization Secretariat, Tehran

25 April 2001

Press Release

The ECO Council of Ministers (COM) will hold its 11th meeting at Dushanbe, Republic of Tajikistan on 4 May 2001. The meeting, which will be inaugurated by the President of Tajikistan, will focus on the ongoing activities of the Organization and its future plans to ensure progress in sectors such as Transport & Communication, Trade and Investment, Agriculture and Health, Energy and Minerals, Tourism and Information Technology.


The ECO consists of Islamic State of Afghanistan, Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Republic of Kyrgyzstan, Islamic Republic of Pakistan, Republic of Tajikistan, Republic of Turkey, Turkmenistan and Republic of Uzbekistan. During the past nine years, the Organization has achieved progress in effecting economic integration among its 10 member states which share common social, historical, cultural, religious background and heritage. Their economic perspective of the regional and global trends in areas such as foreign trade, energy and oil exploration, construction of road, rail and air corridors, environment and the idea of developing a more liberalized trading region are similar.


The Council of Ministers will be preceded by Senior Officials meeting which, inter alia, would deliberate on issues such as the 2001 work plan of ECO enlisting 80 activities, reports and recommendations emanating from Sectoral Ministerial meetings, Expert level Groups, Workshops and Seminars. The emphasis would be to chalk out a pragmatic strategy capable of achieving ECO goals and objectives in a short span of time.


Also, on the sidelines of the COM’s the second Working Group of the Senior Officials meeting would commence to review the performance of Organization, study ways and means of improving the effectiveness and efficiency of ECO and its Regional Intuitions as well as Specialized Agencies.


The high level meeting in Dushanbe, through the effective participation of the Member States, would help develop vibrant economic ties among the Member States. ECO Secretary General H.E. Ambassador Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi is likely to call upon the Member States to focus ECO activities on issues which can bring about tangible achievements in priority areas including Trade, Transport, Energy, Communication, Agriculture, Tourism and Health. The Member States would also be requested to review the ongoing projects in the light of their national priorities to have a “lean and effective” work plan. In parallel, he is likely to devolve upon the achievements in priority areas urging the Member States to double their efforts to benefit from the achievements made so far through adherence to the principle of collective partnership and cooperation.
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