PRESS RELEASE

The First Meeting of 

The Heads of Civil Aviation Authorities

and National Airlines of the ECO Member States

 was held in Karachi


The first three-day meeting of the heads of the civil aviation authorities and national airlines of the member states of the Economic Cooperation Organization was held in Karachi.


Inaugurating the meeting, the Defence secretary, Lt-Gen. (Rtd) Nasim Rana, stressed the need for a closer cooperation of ECO states.


“There is a need for promotion of air transport services among member countries of the ECO, not only for transporting men and material across the glob, but also for enhancement of social, cultural, political, and economic cooperation and understanding among them”, he said.


    He said aviation as an industry has made rapid advancement over the last few decades, and today air transport has emerged not only as one of the principal means of transporting material across the glob but also as a significant and major instrument for promoting social, cultural, political and economic understanding and cooperation between nations.


Delegates from Pakistan, Iran, Turkey, Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan and Azerbaijan attended the inaugural ceremony.


Pakistan also called for establishing the Airline project of the ten member states of ECO. Huge financial outlays are required for establishing an airline particularly in terms of technical and operational infrastructure. Since generating adequate resources for implementation of this project could be a major issue, it would be important for ECO member states to reach consensus on establishing an ECO airline particularly in terms of its economic and commercial feasibility, said the Defence secretary of Pakistan at the inaugural ceremony.


Taking cognizance of this fact, different nations have paid full attention to regional and international cooperation in air transport for economic development and prosperity, he added.


Mr. Gumar A. Kassymov, ECO Secretariat Director of Transport and Communication, said the main objective of the meeting is to consider progress of implementation of Almaty outline Plan for development of transport sector in ECO region adopted in Almaty on 25-27 October 1993, and to set specific priorities for close regional cooperation among civil aviation authorities, national companies and airports.


The delegates had also discussed expediency of further development of ECO air project as well as possibility of non-signatory member states to join this project or possibility of introducing an ECO air-pool within ECO region instead, particularly between capitals and major cities of ECO member states as well as popular tourist centers of the region, he added.  

