ECO AND ENERGY CHARTER SECRETARIAT (ECS)

COORDINATION WORKSHOP ANKARA, 15-16 JANUARY, 2001

ECO and Energy Charter Secretariat (ECS) Coordination Workshop was held on 15-16 January 2001 in Ankara under the auspices of the Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources of the Republic of Turkey and Turkish Pipeline Corporation (BOTAS). Representatives from Member States: Republic of Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Islamic Republic of Pakistan and Republic of Turkey attended the event. Two representatives from the Energy Charter Secretariat (ECS, Brussels) also attended the Workshop and delivered detailed presentations on the goals and content of the Energy Charter Treaty (ECT) as well as related activities.



Among 51 countries from East and West who are the signatories of the ECT, there are seven ECO Member States.  The participants from some of these countries including the Republic of Azerbaijan, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic and Republic of Turkey submitted to the Workshop their views and experiences concerning the Energy Charter Treaty and the Protocol on Energy Efficiency and Related Environmental Aspects (PEEREA), related procedures, application rules, membership, ratification procedures etc.


The Workshop also discussed the prospects and possibilities for coordination/co-operation between the ECO Secretariat, ECO Member States and Energy Charter Secretariat (ECS) and recommended that the already established working contacts between the two Secretariats may be further pursued along the following directions: exchange of relevant information; active participation of the experts of the ECS in the events to be organized in 2001 by the ECO; (e.g. on energy trade, energy efficiency, energy resources development and their environmental impact assessment).


The participants from Islamic Republic of Iran and Islamic Republic of Pakistan, who are not yet signatories of ECT together with other participating delegates found the outcome of the two-day Workshop positive and informative.  It was also felt that some of the issues raised in the session, in particular the legal aspects of the provisions of the Energy Charter Treaty, would merit further deliberations and exchange of views. 

