Minutes of meeting of H.E. Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi, ECO Secretary General with UNESCAP/IDB delegation on 31 January,2001 at the ECO Secretariat:

1- The UNESCAP/IDB delegation, on a visit to the Islamic Republic of Iran to participate in the MAPC Seminar, paid a courtesy call to H.E. Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi,ECO Secretary General and was consisted of Mrs. Kayoko Mizuta, Deputy Executive Secretary and Mr. Pierre Chartier,head of railway Sector of Transport and Communications Division of ESCAP and Mr. Abu-Reza Senior Economist of IDB (Islamic Development Bank). 

2- The Eco Secretariat was represented by H.E. Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi, Secretary General, Mr. Tiktik and Mr. Sanaullah, Deputies Secretary General, Mr. G. Kassymov, Director of Transport and Communication, Mr. A. Sabzalian and Mr. Rizwan, Assistant Directors and Mr. B. Moshirvaziri, Programme Officer.

3- Mrs. Mizuta expressed her good wishes for further development of ECO and mutual cooperation between two organizations. She referred to success of the last UNESCAP meeting which was held in Bangkok, Thailand and expressed her regret for the absence of ECO Secretariat.

4- Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi greeted cordially welcomed the UNESCAP/IDB delegation and briefly highlighted the objectives and achievements of ECO on the Transport and Communications sector. He also expressed his satisfactory on the cooperation established between two Organizations, and in principles agreed to dispatch ECO representatives to the next UNESCAP meeting subject to receive advanced information. Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi referred to the situation of ECO Member States and especially pointed out the shortcomings in transportation facilities of 7 ECO member countries that are land locked and for their international trade are relying on neighboring countries. ECO Secretary General requested the ESCAP authorities to expedite the implementation of ECO/IDB/ESCAP/UNCCTAD joint project on introduction of Multimodal Transport Operations (MTO) in ECO region. He informed that in early February 2001,intends to pay an official visit to IDB headquarters in Jeddah and besides some other matters the issue of early releasing of 1st installment of allocated grant will be discussed.

5- ECO Secretary General referred to the current contacts between ECO and ESCAP to sign an agreement on establishing technical cooperative funds for services to be provided for MTO project.

6- Mr. Sanaullah, explained the recent developments in Transport and Communications sector in ECO region and requested the ESCAP delegation to expedite the finalization process of joint agreement and help the early implementation of MTO. He also mentioned that application and introduction of computer technology in information system of ECO Member States is a very urgent need of this region. He asked for the guaranteed flows of money to implementation of joint project.

7- Mr. Chartier briefed the meeting on the programmes of ESCAP in the field of Transportation especially to develop and introduce the MTO in this region. He mentioned that the existing corridors in ECO region are considered as an important connecting structure of the global corridors, so ESCAP intends to cooperate with ECO Secretariat and ECO Member States to promote transportation systems for increasing transit trade. He said they are fully aware of immediate needs of member countries but they have to consider the international principles. Mr. Chartier reemphasized the readiness of ESCAP to cooperate in holding necessary seminars/workshops to promote Information Technology.

8- Mr. Abu-Reza mentioned that IDB is not implementing part of the Multimodal Transport Operations project, but is only a provider and monitoring Organization. So if ECO/ESCAP experts/authorities are with the idea to hold a workshop or a seminar on Information System, IDB has no objection. It could be easily organized in the framework of the agreed Terms of Reference.

9- Secretary General in the conclusion of meeting, while presented some gifts to the guests, wished them a pleasant stay in Tehran.
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