PRESS RELEASE

ECO Secretary General meets with the Iranian Minister of Agriculture


Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi, ECO Secretary General, yesterday paid a courtesy call to Islamic Republic of Iran’s Minister of Agriculture, Dr. Kalantari, and discussed common issues of mutual interest including the followings:


Dr. Gavahi referred to the ECO Quetta Plan of Action and Istanbul Declaration that gives due priority to the preparation of comprehensive studies for application of improved technologies and methods for maximization of agricultural products and exploring joint regional projects.

 Therefore, in order to enhance food security in the region and to supply the 29% of the ECO population suffering from inadequate level of food supplies, both sides agreed on taking up efforts to seek support of the ECO member states in order to hold the First Agriculture Ministerial Meeting in Tehran in the year 2001, as well as holding some workshops on: Maximization of Agricultural Production, Sand Dune Fixation, Diagnosis of Livestock Diseases, and the First Meeting on Establishment of a Commission for Prevention and Control of Animal Diseases in the ECO Region.


Dr. Kalantari stated that the Ministry of Agriculture would do its best to fulfil the necessities in this regard.
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