PRESS RELEASE

UNDP/ECO Close Cooperation

Tehran- November 01, 2000

Ms. Maxine Olson, Chief South-west Asia Division, UNDP, New York, accompanied by Mr. Haoliang Xu, UNDP Deputy Resident Representative in Iran, paid a visit to the ECO secretariat on October 21, 2000. The purpose of the visit was to exchange views and discusses the implementation of the ongoing UNDP Capacity Building Project based at the ECO Secretariat. During meetings held as part of the visit, the Deputies to the ECO Secretary General briefed the UNDP delegation on the status of the implementation of the project and discussed how this could best be implemented. Also discussed was a plan to conduct some consultancies at the Secretariat as envisaged by a study done under the project. The UNDP delegation paid a courtesy call on H. E. Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi, the ECO Secretary General. The delegates also visited the computer center and the library and were shown recent developments in the computerization of the Secretariat and automation of the Library, which have been undertaken with UNDP assistance.  


In order to conduct one of the consultancies entitled “Technical Writing in English” within the framework of the above-mentioned UNDP Project, Ms Jennifer Thain, consultant from UNDP Laos, arrived at the ECO Secretariat, Tehran, on 28 October 2000. The consultant, who aims to complete her mission by 9th November 2000, will present a report on how to promote the skills of the ECO staff in technical writing.  Ms Thain holds a Masters Degree on Development Studies and Bachelor in English Literature and Philosophy. She has worked in several countries as a program officer in the field of development.

