PRESS RELEASE

UNCTAD Secretary General meeting with the ECO Secretary General


UNCTAD Secretary General, Mr. Rubens Ricupero, who is currently in Tehran met with the ECO Secretary General, Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi, to discuss ongoing ECO-UNCTAD projects.


Dr. Gavahi expressed keen interest furthering the ongoing cooperation. While lauding the efforts of UNCTAD to provide technical assistance to ECO States, he assured Mr. Ricupero that the ECO Secretariat was currently engaged formulating doable projects for presentation to UNCTAD in various priority areas including trade, investment, modernization of related infrastructural facilities in ECO Member States. The joint efforts of the WTO Organization to enhance trade efficiency and harmonizing custom procedures in ECO countries were also highlighted.


UNCTAD Secretary General, on his Part, briefed the ECO Secretary General on UNCTAD’s effort to effect customs modernization in Iran i.e. Automated System for Customs Data (ASYCUDA). He offered technical assistance to extend the project to other countries, if they so desired. In addition, he mentioned three areas where UNCTAD- could provide ECO technical assistance i.e. Offering expert know-how and training in multi-modal transport issues and custom harmonization; Trade Negotiation; and training programs to attract investment in the region. The two Secretary-Generals as well agreed to identify priorities for launching joint activities in the field of Trade, Transportation and Transit Trade in the ECO region.      


The two Secretary-Generals agreed on need to identify priorities for launching joint activities in the field of trade, transport and transit trade in the ECO region.

