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Minutes of ECO Secretary General's courtesy call

on the Turkish Prime Minister


During his official visit to Turkey, Secretary General ECO paid a courtesy call on the Turkish Prime Minister H.E. Mr. Bulent Ecevit, on 1st November, 2000.  During the meeting, Secretary General briefed the Prime Minister about ECO, its ongoing programmes and activities. The Turkish Prime Minister who congratulated the new Secretary General of his appointment to his office, expressed Turkey's readiness to share their experience with other international and regional organizations. He informed that Turkey's growing ties with the European Union and other European countries were in no way at the expense of its ties with the Member States of ECO.  He termed ECO as a very important regional organization with a great potential and expressed the hope that during the tenure of Dr. Gavahi, the organization will move considerably forward in attaining its overall objectives and launching viable projects envisaged in the ECO framework especially in the ECO Trade and Development Bank and ECO Re-insurance Company.  According to the Prime Minister, ECO's success would automatically contribute to the development in the Euro-Asia region. He also touched upon improving the facilities of trade and transit activities in the regional framework.


Before leaving the Secretary General thanked the Prime Minister for receiving him and assured him that under his supervision ECO will do its utmost in realizing the organization's noble objectives.


The meeting was followed by Secretary General's meeting with Mr.Selcuk Demiralp, Under-Secretary of Treasury.  The meeting was focused among other things on the proposed ECO Trade and Development Bank for which Pakistan and Turkey have ratified the necessary documents and with the procedures completed by Iran, the Bank would become operational.  Mr. Demiralp assured that based on Turkey's experience with Islamic Development Bank (IDB), European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) and Black-sea Economic Cooperation Trade and Development Bank, Turkey would do its best to achieve the objectives of the ECO Trade and Development Bank.


There was an agreement that following ratification by Iran, a trilateral interim Committee should be established with regard to the implementation aspects of the Bank including the modalities of operation, staff requirements and long term plans of the Bank.

