PRESS RELEASE

ECO Secretary General Meeting with Turkish Foreign Ministry Officials


Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi, the ECO Secretary General, in continuation of his visit to Turkey paid a visit to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey and due to the absence of H. E. Mr. Ismail Cem, the Turkish Minister of Foreign Affairs, met with H. E. Mr. Faruk Logoglu, the Under Secretary or the Ministry.

H. E. Dr. Gavahi in this meeting referred to the important role played by Turkey in ECO as one of the founding members of this organization and briefed Mr. Logoglu on the ongoing activities of ECO and asked for more support from Turkey in this regard.

Mr. Logoglu after congratulating Dr. Gavahi for getting appointed as ECO Secretary General, stated that for sure ECO will gain further improvement under the New Secretary General. He also added that in order to enhance a proper trade in the region, the ECO Member Countries would better implement the WTO rules. In the field of Transportation he proposed to have facilitated border-crossing regulations and also attached a great importance to Transit Trade issue. Energy is another major area of interest for ECO and Mr. Logoglu suggested that more work should be done to facilitate the oil and gas transportation procedure. The Turkish Undersecretary of the Foreign Ministry stated that Drug Control and the Joint UNDCP/ECO project in this regard, are so important to Turkey and requested the ECO Secretary General to follow up the implementation process of the project. He also supported the cooperation between ECO and the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC) of which Turkey is also a member.

Meanwhile, Dr. Gavahi met with Dr. Akin Izmirlioglu, the Undersecretary of State Planning Organization of the Republic of Turkey and both sides touched upon important ECO issues such as Energy and the role of private sectors in economical activities. 

