PRESS RELEASE

ECO Secretary General Meets with the Turkish President

Ankara-30 Oct. 2000


His Excellency Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi, ECO Secretary General, paid a courtesy call on the Turkish President, H. E. Necdet Sezer. In this meeting which was Dr. Gavahi’s second Courtesy call after Pakistan, both sides stressed on the commonalties among the ECO Member States that has created the best background for cooperation in the region, in the main areas of interest such as Trade, Transportation, Energy and Drug Control. Dr. Gavahi also referred to the position and role of Turkey in ECO as a founding member and appealed to the President for Turkey’s continuing support. He also added that though there are some sectoral differences among the ECO Member Countries but still there is vast background of cooperation in many fields. ECO Secretary General as well appreciated Turkey’s proper gesture regarding contributing and hosting several ECO activities.  


President Sezer, congratulating Dr. Gavahi for his appointment as ECO Secretary General, referred to the membership of Turkey in different international organizations and the experiences gained in this regard that has to be extended to ECO for better effectiveness and stressed that Turkey would continue its important role as one of the founding members of ECO. He also took note of the important issue of establishment of ECO Trade and Development Bank, to be also ratified by the Iranian Parliament, so the implementation process would be expedited and there would be a capacity for ECO to provide technical and financial assistance to the new members.

President Sezer also touched upon the membership of the ECO Member States in WTO, pointing out that their activities in this regard should led to the membership of the other ECO Member States that still did not accede the WTO. In this respect he requested the ECO Secretariat to the issue with WTO Secretariat.
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