PRESS RELEASE

ECO Secretary General meets UNFPA chief

Date: September 16, 2000

New York- Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi, Secretary General ECO who is here in New York heading a three-member delegation from the Tehran-based Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) held a meeting with UNFPA chief Dr. Nafis Sadik in her office today. Dr. Gavahi thanked the UNFPA chief’s personal interest in matters related to improving the reproductive health and population control in the ECO region. On her part, Dr. Sadik appreciated the endeavors and commitment of the Iranian authorities towards the improvement in reproductive health and family planning issues which, according to her, could serve as model practices for the countries of the ECO region.


During the meeting, the two organization chiefs agreed to jointly hold a regional conference in one of the ECO Member States in the near future with participation of religious scholars from the Islamic countries and other subject experts from relevant institutions to discuss and highlight the issues pertaining to the overall benefits of the planned population and healthy families. In the past few years, ECO and UNFPA have jointly held workshops and seminars on women’s status and health, access to quality of reproductive health, role of men in family planning, expanding contraceptive choices and implementation of the recommendations of the Cairo conference on population and development in the ECO region.


The Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) comprises of ten countries namely Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, Pakistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.   

