PRESS RELEASE

ECO Secretary General meets the World Bank officials


Washington DC- Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi, Secretary General of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) met with the Managing Director and Vice Presidents of the World Bank in Washington DC in order to explore the possibilities of mutual cooperation between the two organizations. Dr. Gavahi, heading a three-member ECO Secretariat delegation which was in New York to attend the Millenium Summit, availed itself of the opportunity to visit the Bank Headquarters with a view to explore the avenues for soliciting Bank’s technical and advisory support for regional level projects and schemes for the ECO region.


During his three-day stay in the town, the ECO Secretariat delegation had useful meetings with Mr. Sven Sandstorm, the Managing Director of the Bank and with Mr. Johannes F. Linn and Mr. Kemal Dervish, both Vice-Presidents for Europe-Central Asia and Policy Planning branches of the Bank respectively. During the meetings, it was agreed that ECO Secretariat would prepare viable regional scale projects for consideration and possible funding by the Bank and other donors.


The ECO Secretariat delegation also met with Mr. Vinod Thomas, Head of the World Bank Institute (WBI) which runs useful courses and distant learning programmes in various countries. The WBI Chief showed interest in opening a distant learning center in Tehran, which could also cater to the needs of the Central Asian Member States and Azerbaijan who are also, members of this ten-country regional intergovernmental economic grouping.


 The Economic Cooperation Organization is a regional intergovernmental body comprising of ten Member Countries namely Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhsatn, Kyrgystan, Pakistan, Tajikisatn, Turkey, Turkmenisatn and Uzbekistan.

