PRESS RELEASE

The Ministerial Meeting of the Economic Cooperation Organization held on September 18, 2000 in the U. N. Headquarters


The annual informal meeting of the Council of Ministers of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) was held on the sidelines of the 55th UN General Assembly session in New York on Monday, 18 September, 2000. The meeting was hosted by the Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran who is the current Chairman of the Council. Chaired by Dr. Kamal Kharazi, Foreign Minister of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the meeting was attended by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the ECO Member States, their Permanent Representatives and the Secretary General of ECO.


The meeting approved a draft Resolution on Cooperation between the United Nations and ECO, which will be tabled during the current General Assembly session. During the meeting, ECO Ministers expressed their satisfaction on the ongoing cooperation between ECO and various Programs and Specialized Agencies of the UN system. Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi, the recently appointed Secretary General of ECO from the Islamic Republic of Iran, briefed the Ministerial Meeting on the main activities of the Organization touching upon, inter alia, the enhanced interaction between the ECO and other regional and international organizations. The Ministers also discussed matters pertaining to the annual Joint Ministerial Meeting between ASEAN and ECO- now a regular feature on the sidelines of the annual General Assembly sessions.


The Economic Cooperation Organization is a regional intergovernmental grouping comprising of ten Member Countries namely Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhsatn, Kyrgystan, Pakistan, Tajikisatn, Turkey, Turkmenisatn and Uzbekistan.  

