Press Release


H. E. Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi, Secretary General of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) addressed the Millenium Summit Meeting of the United Nations, held in New York, United States of America, on 08 September 2000, as the executive head of ECO Secretariat which enjoys an Observer Status with the UN.


His Excellency in his speech provided some background information on the capacities and potentials of the ECO Member States and their concerted efforts being made towards promoting multi-dimensional regional cooperation in order to accelerate socio-economic well being of their peoples.


The ECO Secretary General referred to the Observer status granted to ECO by WTO since March 1999, as well as joint ECO endeavors with various UN Specialized Agencies over the past few years which were so effective in promoting the objectives of ECO. He also mentioned that in the past decade, ECO has signed Memoranda of Understanding with several UN agencies such as UNDP, UNDCP, UN ESCAP, UNCTAD, UNICEF, UNIDO, UNFPA, FAO and UNESCO, carrying out various joint missions and projects in the ECO region.


H. E. Dr. Gavahi, in his statement, also referred to the Tehran Declaration issued during the 6th ECO Summit Meeting held in Tehran early this year and mentioned that the top priority areas of the ECO are Trade, Transport and Communications, Energy and Environment. He also acknowledged the wise initiative taken by H. E. President Mohammad Khatami, on “Dialogue among Civilizations”, which has globally been appreciated and welcomed as a novel idea regarding global peace and co-existence.


ECO was one of only a few such regional organizations whose heads were given the honour of addressing the Millenium Summit Meeting of the United Nations.  
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