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PRESS RELEASE

Tehran, 06 May, 2000. 


The First ECO/WTO Seminar on Trade Negotiations Simulation was inaugurated in Tehran with the participation of 19 Government officials and experts from nine Member States of the Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO). 


This is the third joint activity between ECO and WTO. Three of the ECO Member States (i.e. Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan and Turkey)  are Members of the World Trade Organization (WTO), four more (i.e. Azerbaijan, Islamic Republic of Iran, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan) have applied for accession and the last three (i.e. Afghanistan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan) are considering to apply. Moreover, ECO has been granted Observer Status in relevant bodies of WTO. Two Consultants from WTO are conducting Trade Negotiations Training Seminar attended by nineteen Experts from ECO Member States.


The Seminar’s main objective is to enhance the negotiating skills of experts from the Member States through an interactive exercise so that they may be familiarized with nitty-gritty of trade negotiations and rules governing multilateral/bilateral trade arrangements. 


Such negotiating skill will be indispensable, in particular, for transition economies to be able to assume a more active role in international trade. 


The Seminar is financed by the World Trade Organization and organized with the cooperation of the ECO Secretariat 

