Speech by Islam Karimov, 

President of the Republic of Uzbekistan

Honourable Mr. Chairman, 


Honourable Mr. Secretary-General,


Dear heads of states and governments,


The aim of the present summit is to discuss urgent regional economic problems and, primarily, matters related to development of transport communications. It is clear that without solution of this extremely important problem, it would be impossible to give a new impetus to the economic and social progress of our countries.


Today the ECO is advancing to a new level in terms of undertaking large – scale regional economic and first and foremost, communication programmes and projects. The ECO’s activities start to focus more on such crucial spheres of cooperation as trade, transport, communications. But in my view, these developments do not exclude the necessity to pay greater attention to the social problems, to the aspects which constitute the notion of human dimension.


We have always been aware of the fact that the ECO is a trade and economic organisation and any attempts to add political colouring to this international structure may only damage the very spirit and atmosphere of cooperation among its Member States.


I would like to stress again that our common aspiration to strengthen and deepen economic and trade cooperation, develop transport communications, raise the level of human and democratic dimensions in our relationship is among the most significant conditions for sustainable and stable development of the region.


At the same time we believe that we do not need to lock in the narrow frames of regional economic integration, but it is necessary to guarantee to each ECO Member State the right to establish and develop mutually beneficial economic contacts and bilateral ties with other countries of the world, to target them at achieving their own political and economic objectives. 


Dear participants of the meeting,


Allow me to draw your attention to the certain issues which, in our opinion, have a principle significance for the ECO’s future activities.


The new Member States of the organisation are its full fledged participants. Each of them possesses its own natural resources, intellectual potential as well as technological capacities. Therefore it is inadmissible to consider them solely as the markets for the other’s production.


It is necessary to proceed from the point that each ECO Member State, regardless of the time of joining the organisation and the level of its economic development still is an equal partner and a full-fledged participant. And there should not be any division into leaders and outsiders. This is the first point.


Secondly. The necessity to reinforce practical guidelines of the ECO’s activity and introduce more concrete and clear directions and targets is a logical continuation of the first idea.


The important instruments to reach these objectives must be a clear arrangement of the meetings’ time limits by the ECO Secretariat, prevention of references to the problems beyond the approved agenda and of using the ECO’s rostrum for resolving one’s populist and narrow political issues. All that place a special responsibility on spadework of the Secretariat and other ECO’s bodies.


Thirdly. It is necessary to take into account that the ECO brings together the states with various political and socio-economic orientation. Could their interests always be similar? No, they couldn’t, and this is quite natural. In this regard it is inadmissible to make attempts to thrust on the others one’s own positions concerning this or that acute question. At the same time the diversity of public and political formation of statehood should not lay any obstacle on the way of our interaction which is based exceptionally on mutual economic interests.


The fourth point directly refers to the topic of the current summit. One should welcome the fact that by the present time the certain sections of the transport routes have already started operating. We attach great importance to those of the routes which open up an access to the Southern ports and enlarge the transport network of the ECO Member States.


I would like to note with satisfaction on that within the frameworks of a project aimed at creating a gigantic intercontinental route from Shanghai to Paris, the authoritative international meeting with the participation of the UN was held at the end of April in Tashkent and then in Bishkek. The outcomes of the meeting had been perceived with satisfaction by many interested countries of our region and by those far beyond its borders.


Fifthly. The process of economic integration within the ECO area cannot ignore the problems of regional “trouble spots”. I refer to Afghanistan and Tajikistan. Can we establish a solid economic cooperation, expect significant benefits from railway and automobile roads under construction, if there is still an unstable situation in the territory of our neighbours.


We believe that in order to reach settlement in these countries, it is essential to stop any kind of interference from outside, offer them concrete projects of economic development.


Sixthly. When we speak about development of economic cooperation, we must remember about the problems which may become aggravated even when superb positive results are achieved. In this respect I refer the problem of drug manufacturing and trafficking the circulation of which can be carried out through the new transport routes. This topic should become a subject of our special consideration.


Uzbekistan welcomes setting up special coordination body on drugs control within the ECO’s structure. Besides, in the framework of the ECO it’s necessary to elaborate a targeted Complex programme which would provide for some new, more effective forms of cooperation in this field.


Seventhly. Cooperation in the sector of public health might and must be an integral part of such a programme. Why is this problem so urgent? Primarily, due to the fact that practically all the ECO Member States suffer serious environmental problems which negatively affect human body. We may take an example the Aral Sea tragedy. Whether it is possible for us, who are jointly undertaking economic transformations in our societies, to ignore this fundamental social aspect?


At last, we should raise an issue related to opportunities of development of a broad-scale cultural cooperation of our peoples which logically originates from the very goals and essence of the ECO’s activities.


I am convinced that without a thorough consideration of the mentioned principle provisions, it is impossible to follow up with our partnership in implementing the planned objectives.


Now a few words about the text of the Declaration we are to adopt.


In the text there is a number valuable proposals in the field of transport communications. We are to welcome them. However, any kind of project requires appropriate feasibility study, availability of certain financial resources, established infrastructure.


There should be a clear understanding of the sources and exact kinds of expenditures and resource which will be utilized while implementing these projects. What immediate measures are to be taken to realize them?


In connection with this I want to emphasize the following idea. The preliminary and very rough estimation of investments which will be requested to carry out the proposed Programme of railway, automobile and other inter-state and domestic communications shows that we will need almost 40-50 billion USD.


It goes without saying that the resources for these expenditures will be provided firstly by the States via which territory these communications will pass.


Where and how can we find these sources? 


This question is not so easy and it is already today that we are to realize how we will solve it in real life.


That is the very reason why we think that any issue involving joint projects and actions must be a subject to comprehensive experts’ study as well as of the approbation with relevant national and international structures.


Honourable Heads of States,


An extensive development of integration processes within the ECO is an objective phenomenon. Our meeting with the Secretary General Mr. Onder Ozar on the eve of the summit reaffirmed this.


I am convinced that comprehensive constructive cooperation between the ECO Member States will improve well-being of our peoples, promote mutual confidence and further rapprochement for the sake of peace, stability and prosperity.


Thank your for attention.
