Address by H.E. Mr. Suleyman Demirel, 

President of the Republic of Turkey
President Turkmenbasi,


Honourable Heads of States,


Prime Ministers,


Ministers,

Mr. Secretary General,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,


On the occasion of the Extraordinary Summit Meeting of the Economic Cooperation Organisation I would like to express my deep feelings of gratitude and appreciation to His Excellency Saparmurat Niyazov Turkmenbasi, President of Turkmenistan for a warm and hearty reception.


Once again I am happy to see you all since our last meeting on the occasion of Pakistan’s 50th Anniversary of Independence and at the Extraordinary Meeting of the Head of State of the Organisation of the Islamic Conference back in March.


I would also like to express my profound gratitude and thanks to the brotherly people of Turkmenistan for their gracious hospitality accorded to us since our arrival in the beautiful city of Ashgabat where it is a great pleasure to be united once again.

Mr. President,


At the outset, I would like to reflect on the productive activities that have taken place in ECO within the past year since the last Summit meeting held again here in Ashgabat exactly one year ago.


I am delighted to observe the smooth and gradual implementation of the reorganization and restructuring process, as envisaged in the amended Treaty of Izmir which was signed at the Extraordinary Meeting of the Council of Ministers of the Economic Cooperation Organisation in Izmir on 14 September 1996.


ECO is in this process with a view to preparing itself for the 21st century and fulfill the needs of its members. I believe that an effective restructuring of ECO is of utmost importance and my country is committed to the goal of enhancing the effectiveness of ECO.


Honourable Heads of State and Government,


Distinguished Delegates,


ECO adopted the economic cooperation strategy for the ECO region which sets the areas of trade, transport and communications, and energy as priority areas in which the organisation aims to strengthen cooperation among the member countries. The realization of the envisaged projects in these areas will contribute immensely to the welfare of the peoples of the region.


We should continue our efforts to rapidly develop the infrastructures in the areas of transport and communications within the ECO region. In line with our sincere commitment in this regard, we wholeheartedly supported the proposal of President Turkmenbasi to organize this Extraordinary Summit which will be instrumental in promoting our concrete projects, specifically in the fields of transportation and communication infrastructure, as well as for the pipelines network.


Therefore, I believe that the Declaration we will adopt here in Ashgabat will give us fresh impetus in the work ahead of us. I further believe the principles and initiatives this Declaration envisages are very sound and timely. Because, the development of a modern and efficient infrastructure with special emphasis on joint road and railway network projects are of great importance for the ECO region as a whole. Successful implementation of these projects will have an overall impact on other fields of cooperation. Also, by means of the road and railway networks the landlocked members of the organisation will have access to the outside world.


The opening of Serakhs-Meshed railway link between Iran and Turkmenistan a year ago was an initial step towards realizing this goal. By the implementation of this project also the railway link between my country and the Central Asian states have been completed. This railway has linked the ECO region to the Western world and the main trade centers through Turkey.


On the other hand, I want to underline the importance of the realization of the communication infrastructure in the region. In this context I would like to draw your attention to the two Turkish satellites in the orbit that have been successfully operating and which are at the disposal of all ECO Member Countries.


Furthermore, the facilitation of the transportation of goods and passengers within the region will encourage expansion of trade relations in ECO. This will serve to closer unification of our peoples, to promotion of their well-beings, to enlargement of their horizon and to their integration with the world. Within this context, I want to express my happiness for the finalization of the formalities related to the establishment of ECO Trade and Development Bank and Reinsurance Company. I appeal to all parties concerned to implement all necessary procedures for their swift operationalization.


One other priority area of cooperation among our countries is energy. The ECO region has abundant energy resources, which can be utilized to meet the needs of the regional countries and of the international markets. We should commit our efforts to make concrete progress in the energy projects, such as oil and gas pipeline networks. Realization of the pipeline network, which is vital project for the ECO region, will increase the welfare level of the peoples in the region.


The signing of the natural gas pipeline agreement which will carry off the Turkmen natural gas through Iran to Turkey and western markets is an historic event.


Similarly, the realization of the project which will take the Turkmen gas through Caspian Sea and Azerbaijan to Turkey is of great importance.


All this signify the importance of Turkey’s role in providing access for the natural resources of the region such as oil and gas to the western markets.


Excellencies,


In Today’s world where globalization trends are gaining strength and where regional integration movements take place, ECO’s objective is to fill the vacuum in this field in Eurasia. Moreover, our ultimate goal must be to convert the ECO region into a free trade area.


The economies of the ECO member countries would benefit to a large extent by taking part in the globalization process. In this sense, the common goal of the ECO States is to create by the end of this century a developed region over a geography comprising ten member countries. I would like to reiterate Turkey’s confidence in ECO of becoming one of the most effective regional organizations. But in order to become an effective organisation, the entire ECO area must first be transformed into a region of peace, stability and prosperity. This can only be achieved by multilateral cooperation among our countries.


My dear friends,


Turkey considers the Economic Cooperation Organisation as an organisation which, within the framework of the principle of non-interference in internal affairs, actively strives towards increasing the welfare and level of development of its member countries. It gives me great joy to witness eager actions of the ECO members towards the goal, and it further makes me happy and feel proud to see, during my discussions with leaders of various countries, that ECO as an organisation has gained an important stature around the world.


Dear colleagues,


Before concluding I would like to take this opportunity to share with you Turkey’s views on a number of important issues of common interest to us all.


Peace, stability and democracy in the Central Asian countries continue to be the common goal of all ECO members. We attach great importance to our relations with our Central Asian brothers. Turkey will continue to support their efforts to consolidate their sovereignty, independence and to develop democracy and market economy.


The Nagorno-Karabagh conflict remains as one of the main issues that Turkey follows closely. We believe that a peaceful and lasting solution to the conflict can only be reached by ending the occupation of Azeri territories and by returning the refugees to their homes.


The fratricidal conflict in Afghanistan continues to be a source of great concern to Turkey. We attach great importance to the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Afghanistan, which after years of turmoil brought about by foreign invasion, has yet to restore domestic stability. We hope that the Afghani people will overcome their differences and achieve national reconciliation.


Turkey is fully aware of the fact that the developments in Tajikistan will have important implications for the political balances and stability in the region. Our sincere desire is that a political solution ensuring territorial integrity and sovereignty of Tajikistan is reached soon. We deeply regret the vicious terrorist act against our brother the Tajik President Imamali Rahmanov. This incident has unfortunately displayed once again that terrorism should still constitute primary concern for us all. Therefore, there should be no hesitation in condemning and combating terrorism which is a common menace against the entire humanity violating the most fundamental human right, that is the right to life.


Turkey is also concerned with the situation in Kashmir and fully supports every effort to bring about an end to the Kashmir dispute through dialogue. Turkey continues to support Pakistan’s search for a negotiated settlement of the question within the framework of international law and legitimacy.


Turkey wishes for a just, realistic and viable solution in Cyprus. Although the Turkish Cypriot side is not responsible for the outbreak of the Cyprus problem, they continue to suffer from an unjust economic and political embargo. We sincerely hope that the ECO Member States continue their brotherly support to the Turkish Cypriots.


Turkey is determined to continue its support for Bosnia and Herzegovina in the light of the new challenges and requirements of the post conflict period in the region.


We have followed the recent incidents in Albania with deep sorrow. Turkey hopes for re-establishment of peace and stability as soon as possible, and to contribute concretely to efforts to this end, Turkish troops are participating in the multinational protection force deployed in Albania to provide security for the distribution of international aid.


Excellencies,


As a final note, I would like to pay tribute to the invaluable services of His Excellency Mr. Onder Ozar in his capacity as the Secretary General of ECO and congratulate him for successfully guiding the organisation through the restructuring process on the threshold of the twenty-first century. I thank you all.

