Statement by H.E. Mr. Emomali Rakhmonov, 
President of the Republic of Tajikistan

Honorable Mr. Chairman,

Excellencies,

Ladies and gentlemen,


I would like to express on behalf of the Tajik delegation our deep gratitude and thankfulness to Mr. Saparmurat Niyazov, President of Turkmenistan, and to the brotherly people of Turkmenistan for the hospitality and excellent arrangements made for this meeting.


After the new member countries joined the ECO five years ago, the Organization has gone a long way to identify concrete fields of cooperation among our countries.


Despite well-known difficulties of growth, the ECO is gradually becoming a prominent institute of regional cooperation affecting positively trade, economic, social and cultural process in the region.


The inauguration of Mashad-Tejen-Serakhs railway line last year opened a new page in the ECO activities when our Organization has embarked on the implementation of the agreed plans and other regional countries have started showing interest for ECO.


May I draw the attention of the esteemed participants to one important matter, which I believe the future of our Organization will greatly depend on.


There is a recent tendency to politicize the ECO. According to the Treaty of Izmir, Charter of the Organization as well as to other ECO basic documents, we are first of all an organization of regional cooperation, and therefore we would not like to see its transformation into a political grouping.

Excellencies,


In today’s rapidly changing world the social and economic development of any region depends mostly on its transport and communications infrastructure, which plays a key role in ensuring an all-round interaction among the states and regions.

The inauguration of Mashad-Tejen-Serakhs railway line is just a part of the Trans-Asian Railway under the Almaty Outline Plan for the development of transport sector.

We think that the enhancement and improvement of this railway route with the inclusion of Tajik, Kyrgyz and Azerbaijani railways should be one of the most immediate priorities in the development of railway transport.

An active participation of Tajikistan as a land-locked country in the implementation of agreed ECO projects and plans will undoubtedly facilitate its integration in the world economy and establishment of relations with other countries of the Asian subcontinent.

We attach a priority importance to the construction of Termez – Kurgan-Tiube – Kuliab and Pehjikent – Samarkand railway lines. The construction of Kuliab – Kalaikhumb – Khorog – Murgab road with the access to Karakorum Highway should also be a priority objective for ECO, as it will enable Tajikistan to be a link between South-East and Central Asian countries.

Tajikistan supports the idea of an ECO Committee on Transit Trade to be established in Ashgabat under the Transit Trade Agreement signed during the Third ECO Summit in Islamabad. An early signing of the ECO Transit Transport Framework Agreement with the technical assistance of IDB, ESCAP and UNCTAD would greatly facilitate trade and transport in the ECO region.


After the completion of Rogun Hydropower Plant, the Central Asian, biggest plant, Tajikistan with its huge hydro energy reserves will supply cheap energy to the countries of the ECO region. The construction of Sangnutdin Hydropower Plant is underway and once completed, it will become an important part of the proposed interconnection of ECO energy systems.


I should mention in this respect a plan of construction of an electric transmission line from Tajikistan to Afghanistan and Pakistan. This project has also been included in the plan of interconnection of ECO energy grids.


We could cooperate within ECO framework not only to construct such power stations, but also to explore and produce oil and gas.

Excellencies,


There is no doubt that this forum will be a practical step towards the enhancement and expansion of the cooperation in our region. In conclusion, once again I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Mr. Saparmurat Nyazov and brotherly Turkmen people for cordial welcome and hospitality.

Thank you for your attention.

