STATEMENTS OF THE HEADS OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
Message of H.E. Mr. Kofi Annan,

 Secretary General of the United Nations to the Summit

It gives me great pleasure to extend my greetings and best wishes for the success of the Extraordinary Summit Meeting of the Economic Cooperation Organisation (ECO) devoted to the practical formation of the regional transportation and communication infrastructure and transitional pipeline systems. This conference is yet another testimony to President Nayazov’s determined efforts to promote regional development and prosperity.


The ECO region representing ten Member States and 310 million people constitutes a large territory rich in human and natural resources. As a bridge between Europe and Asia it has great potential to bring people and nations together and to promote sustainable development and good neighbourly relations.


The United Nations pioneered the idea of regional economic cooperation by setting up five commissions as the regional arms of the United Nations Secretariat. Regional organizations are becoming ever more vital partners of the United Nations in the promotion of international cooperation for development.


I am pleased to note your interest in increasing the on-going cooperation related to transport, communication and energy infrastructure. Already, ECO Member States have accepted a large number of the United Nations treaties of transport facilitation. These treaties have shown positive results in increasing international trade within the region and are opening outlets to the European and global markets.


I applaud your efforts to strengthen outreach to all elements of civil society – including the private sector and non-governmental actors who play important roles in the improvement of infrastructure. Civil society is a vital partner of the United Nations in all our endeavours.


This meeting of the Economic Organisation will further the efforts of the United Nations to promote sustainable development and real, lasting and equitable growth everywhere. We can achieve this aim only in cooperation with regional organizations and civil society, and that is why I urge you to continue your efforts and to reach out to all potential partners in our common goal of global peace and prosperity.


I wish you every success in your deliberations.

Statement of H.E. Dr. Ahmad Mohammad Ali, President, 

Islamic Development Bank
Mr. Chairman His Excellency the President of Turkmenistan,

Excellencies Heads of States and Governments

Honourable Delegates

Dear Brothers and Sisters

Assalamu Alaikuma Wa Ramatullah Wa Barakatuh,


It is indeed a great pleasure and honour to express, on behalf of the Islamic Development Bank, our profound gratitude to His Excellency President Saparmurat Niyazov and to the People and Government of Turkmenistan for hosting this important meeting. I would also like to express our most sincere thanks for the kind invitation and warm welcome extended to the IDB delegation as well as for the cordial hospitality to all the participants.


The hosting of this meeting is indeed a clear evidence of the utmost importance that the Republic of Turkmenistan attaches to all activities promoting economic cooperation among the member countries of the Economic Cooperation Organisation.


Mr. Chairman,


At this time the brothers from the Islamic Republic of Iran are suffering from the heavy consequences of the earthquake that hit the country. May I seize this opportunity to express on behalf of IDB the heartfelt condolence and sincere sentiments sympathy alongwith our prayer to Allah Almighty to save the country from such calamities in the future.


Mr. Chairman,


I would like to salute in this first Summit attended by the new ECO Secretary General the presence of H.E. Mr. Ondar Ozar and congratulate him for assuming this challenging post. Fully confident that ECO IDB cooperation would be further strengthened I express my sincere appreciation for the efforts made by H.E. Mr. Shamshad Ahmed and for maintaining an excellent working relationship with IDB under his able guidance.


Given the broad and overwhelmingly important objectives of the ECO which are identical to the goals of the IDB, the two institutions have identified significant scope for strong and effective cooperation. Accordingly a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between ECO and IDB has been adopted since 1993 and within which framework IDB has been extending all possible cooperation to contribute to the efforts of ECO to achieve its noble objectives.


The continuing cooperation with ECO has covered a number of areas, such as providing services of experts to assist ECO in the implementation of the Quetta Plan of Action in the areas of telecommunication network, road and rail links multimodal transport operations. In this framework, arrangements are being made for the inclusion of the ECO Secretariat in the OIC Information Network as a focal center.


In addition, the IDB has offered to finance the preparation of feasibility studies and to provide funding for holding workshops, seminars and training courses for all ECO member countries. Similarly IDB will assist ECO members officials in the area of training of cadres involved in the economic development and related subjects.


IDB will also consider leasing ships in favour of ECO Shipping Company as well as to assist in the railway links across ECO region. In order to enhance and consolidate our cooperation even further and to be able to provide prompt attention to the needs of a common member countries, IDB has already set up its Resident Regional Mission in Almaty, Kazakstan, which would no doubt enable us to closely monitor the developmental needs of the region and our activities therein.


Mr. Chairman,


The Islamic Development Bank recognizes the geographically disadvantageous position of the land locked Member States of ECO. In the light of this, IDB fully endorses the central theme of the Ashgabat Declaration on the Development of Transport and Communication Infrastructure and a Network of Transnational Pipelines in the ECO region. In this context and in view of the importance of the Transport and Communication Sector, IDB participated in the formulation of the technical proposals for the study of multimodal transportation operation which will lay a sound basis for international transportation regulatory framework, not only to enhance intra-trade within ECO, but also to potentially enhance trade opportunities with other OIC/IDB member countries and with the outside world.


The IDB is very keen to help launching the proposed multimodal transportation study which help identify specific transportation linkage with a view to removing transport bottlenecks and enhance trade flows, setting out new trade direction not only with the southern littoral states, but eventually with the rest of rich markets of the OIC.


The study would also help in the preparation of a broad transit transport framework for the ECO landlocked countries. In fact, recognizing that majority of ECO Member States are landlocked countries needing transit transport facilities, IDB will particularly support the goal enunciated in item ten (10) of the Ashgabat Declaration in providing technical assistance in the formulation and finalization of the Transit Transport Framework Agreement in cooperation with ESCAP and UNCTAD.


The IDB attaches particular importance to the investment capital flow to the emerging markets within the ECO. To this end, it organized last September, four international investment conferences in Azerbaijan, Kazakstan, Kyrghiz Republic and Turkmenistan. I am pleased to state that one of the concrete results of this exercise is the establishment of an international investment company, in which the IDB is also a shareholder.

Excellency Mr. Chairman,


One of the major characteristics of the IDB is the diversity of its operations. Beside very concessional loans provided in conformity with Shariaa for infrastructure projects, the IDB invests in equity and provides lease and installment sale financing for agricultural, industrial and agro-industrial projects. The IDB is equally interested in promoting trade among its members and support this sector through its various windows, suiting a wide range of member country needs.


Further, considering the challenges facing us at the threshold of the 21st century, and the tremendous implications of the world globalized economy and the multilateral trading system, the IDB would be pleased to work with ECO for evolving a technical cooperation scheme. This would enable increasing technical assistance to the ECO members to address the pressing needs for capacity building, particularly in the process of maximizing benefits from the WTO and boosting the intra-ECO trade expansion strategies.


It is in the spirit of cooperation that the Islamic Development Bank extends its hand of friendship to the Economic Cooperation Organisation. It is our fervent hope that the area of common endeavor will be ever expanding and will prove to be most rewarding for our common member countries.


Thank you, Excellency Mr. Chairman


Wassalamu Alaikuma Wa Ramatullah Wa Barakatuh

