Speech by H.E. Mr. Muhammad Nawaz Sharif, 

Prime Minister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
Your Excellency President Saparmurat Niyazov,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,


It brings me immense pleasure to participate in this Extraordinary Summit of the Economic Cooperation Organisation in the splendid city of Ashgabat. The friendly people of Turkmenistan and their leader, my brother President Saparmurat Niyazov, have overwhelmed us with their gracious hospitality. I would also like to express my deepest appreciation for the excellent arrangements that have been made for the Summit.


I have come to Ashgabat directly from Male while the SAARC Summit was still in progress to be with my brothers partners in ECO. I wish to thank all of you, particularly our host His Excellency Saparmurat Niyazov, for accommodating my participation in this Summit to which Pakistan attaches equal importance.

Mr. Chairman,


I extend my felicitations on your election as Chairman. I am confident that under your wise and farsighted guidance this meeting will result in the furtherance of our shared objectives of regional progress and prosperity.

Mr. Chairman,


The purpose and motivation for this Extraordinary Summit is the development of the transport and the communication infrastructure as well as the establishment of a system of trans-national pipelines in the ECO region. These were precisely the areas of cooperation identified in the Islamabad Declaration following our third Summit. Your initiative in convening this special session is, therefore, doubly welcomed as the issues are of pivotal relevance to our region.


A comprehensive blue print of road and rail network for our region linking the ECO Member States with each other and with the outside world was adopted in the Almaty Outline Plan for the development of the transportation and communications sector in 1993. Since then, the Meshed-Seraks-Tejen railway link has been inaugurated. We hope that the Kirman-Zahidan sector will be completed soon to connect Pakistan with the railway systems of Iran and Central Asia.


On our side, the pre-feasibility for the railway line between Chaman and Kushka has been completed and the sponsors of the project are planning to undertake the feasibility study as soon as conditions in Afghanistan stabilize. The repair and construction of the Chaman-Herat-Kandhar-Kushka road link has become all the more urgent. This will provide yet another transit route from Central Asia enabling access to the Indian Ocean through Karachi and Gwadar.

Mr. Chairman,


The supply and use of energy resources is crucial to our efforts. The traditional outlet for the abundant oil and gas reserves of Central Asia has been westward. It is now time that we must focus on the shorter and more cost-effective route through the south.


Within Central Asia a vast oil and gas pipeline system exists from Russian Siberia to Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and onto Turkmenistan. The further extension of this pipeline through Afghanistan to Pakistan is of vital importance. Pakistan provides a lucrative market of a hundred and thirty-two million people. It also offers the shortest route to the sea for the export of Central Asian oil and gas to the massive markets of East Asia. To further this objective Pakistan has signed trilateral and quadrilateral agreements with the brotherly countries of Central Asia. International investors have expressed interest in the pipeline projects and have prepared feasibility studies.

Mr. Chairman,


The opportunities before us are immense. We have the resources, the manpower and, above all, the will to succeed. This is what the Extraordinary Summit which you have taken the initiative to convene has clearly demonstrated. In this context, the early establishment of the ECO Trade and Development Bank is imperative. Simultaneously, it is important that the ECO Reinsurance Company begins its operations as early as possible. We note with satisfaction that ECO Air and ECO Shipping Company have already been launched in Iran. The implementation of the agreed projects particularly those envisaged in our various plans will impart a strong impetus to our common endeavour towards progress and prosperity.

Mr. Chairman,


Our efforts towards the socio-economic development of our region will come to naught in the absence of peace and security. The continuing fratricide in Afghanistan, the aggression against Azerbaijan, the internal conflict in Tajikistan, and the massive use of force to stamp out the legitimate struggle of the people of Jammu and Kashmir are tragic crises which promote instability in the region and have negative consequences for cooperation, understanding and economic growth.


We, the ECO Member States, have a vital interest in the restoration of durable peace and stability in Afghanistan. Towards this end Pakistan fully supports an intra-Afghan dialogue for the establishment of a broad-based government representative of all the ethnic groups in that war-ravaged country. Let me clearly state that we will support any and every initiative that can bring about such an outcome. These include the efforts of the UN and the OIC. Peace in Afghanistan is not only a pre-requisite for the prosperity of our region but would also alleviate the long sufferings of our Afghan brothers.

Mr. Chairman,


The aggression in Azerbaijan must be reversed. Pakistan is deeply concerned about the situation in Nogorno Karabakh and in particular the light of the one million Azeri refugees displaced as a result of Armenian occupation. We want an early and equitable resolution of the conflict under UN auspices and in accordance with the resolutions of the OIC and the UN.


Pakistan welcomes the UN-sponsored peace process in Tajikistan. It is our earnest hope that the parties concerned will not take any step which jeopardizes this process.


The situation in occupied Kashmir continues to impede durable peace in South Asia. For too long have the people of Kashmir been denied their right to self-determination. Pakistan has consistently desired a peaceful settlement of the Jammu and Kashmir issue in accordance with the several resolutions of the United Nations Security Council. Towards this end I have taken the initiative to resume our stalled dialogue with India. We will persevere in our efforts. We earnestly hope that these will be reciprocated in equal measure.


We prepare for the new millennium with confidence and hope. We have a common vision. We have the political will. We now need to translate these into action. This is a remarkable period of transition and change. The decisions and measures that we take now will affect the lives of our peoples and the future of our nations in the coming century. I am confident that we will succeed in our quest for peace, progress and prosperity.

Mr. Chairman,


I can not conclude without referring to the massive earthquake in Iran which has claimed thousands of precious lives and made many more persons homeless. It has caused great grief and sorrow among the people of Pakistan. I have already conveyed to my brother President Rafsanjani our deepest sympathies for our Iranian brethren and sisters over their tragic loss and sufferings. Pakistan is ready to extend every possible assistance to brotherly Iran to cope with this calamity.


Thank you.

