Statement by H.E. Mr. A. Jumagulov, 
Prime Minister of the Kyrgyz Rrepublic 


(Unofficial English translation by ECO Secretariat)

Honorable Mr. Chairman,

Honorable Heads of States and Governments,

Distinguished Secretary General,

Ladies and gentlemen,


First of all, may I on behalf of the Kyrgyz delegation and on my own behalf express our sincere gratitude and thankfulness to Mr. Saparmurat Niyazov, President of Turkmenistan, for the brotherly hospitality and cordial welcome extended to us. It is a matter of great pleasure to also express my gratitude to Mr. Onder Ozar, Secretary General of ECO, and his staff and colleagues for the great work done for this meeting.

Excellencies,


We are confident that this Extraordinary ECO Summit will give a strong impetus to consolidating our joints efforts to transform the ECO into a major regional commonwealth of states. The increased role of our countries both in regional and international context, their innovative and straightforward policy have roused a steady and growing interest of the world community. The inauguration of Tejen-Serakhs-Mashad railway line as well as the implementation of other projects that would contribute to developing trade and cultural ties among our countries and encouraging important changes in the regional economic policy, could be a good example in this regard.

Since our last Summit Meeting, the ECO has made significant progress both in terms of regional cooperation among its member countries and interaction with major international and regional organizations. This fact has been reflected in the UN General Assembly Resolution on the cooperation with ECO, supported by partnership agreements of the ECO with UNICEF, UNFPA, UNIDO, UNDP, UNESCO, ASEAN, IDB, EC, OIC, ESCAP. We look forward to enhancing our fruitful collaboration and interaction with these international institutions.

On the other hand, it is also auspicious that, apart from diversifying and strengthening of partnership relations with other regions and states, the ECO has focused on specific fields and modalities of cooperation among its Member States. It is now very important the ensure a smooth and effective functioning of the mechanism of our interaction.
The draft Ashgabat Declaration is a kind of economic cooperation strategy within ECO framework aimed at meeting specific needs of the Member States and promoting subregional relations, and bringing about a broad prospective for the development of new transport corridors in the interest not only of ECO countries, but many Asian and European countries as well.

Today enhancing of trade and economic ties and establishing of sustainable relations in the region are impossible without developing transport infrastructure. The ECO countries are in the center of North-South and East-West transport and communication flows, which makes the transport and communications sector a priority one. Concrete steps in this direction have already been made, such as the implementation of Almaty Plan of Action, putting into operation of Tejen-Serakhs railway line and today’s deliberations on the draft Ashgabat Declaration.

We hope that the forthcoming Transport Ministers Meeting will formulate a specific plan of the implementation of the Declaration that we are going to adopt in line with the priorities and possibilities of each Member State.

We are of the view that the most important point in this Declaration is to completion of the Regional Program of Action for the ECO Decade of Transport and Communications; to mobilize joint efforts to integrate road and railway networks; to expedite effective operation of Trans-Asian railway route in order to expand trade and economic cooperation among the ECO Member States.

In this respect, first of all a mutually agreed and beneficial railway tariff policy should be formulated, which along with the existing Transit Trade Agreement would allow to operate most efficiently this Trans-Asian route. Also measures should be taken to expedite the development of North-South transport corridor up to Pakistani and Iranian sea ports through Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan.

The project of construction of a gas pipeline suggested by our Turkmen brothers and linking Turkmenistan with South-East Asian countries.

There are also good prospects in the field of trade. The unsatisfactory level intra-regional trade shows the availability of unused opportunities of the ECO Member States. In this context new modalities the growing interaction of our countries with the World Trade Organization should be explored.

Kyrgyzstan is ready to fully support the projects in the field of transport and communications, trade, banking, agriculture and tourism.

At the same time our country attaches a special importance to energy sector where we think the progress so far has not been significant. The issue of interconnection of power systems of the Central Asian Republics with other ECO Member States is delayed. We suggest carrying out a joint feasibility study on this matter. Also an analysis of energy supply long-term development should be made, and on the basis of date received a project of interconnection of ECO Member States’ power systems should be drafted. Kyrgyzstan is ready to render every assistance and support in this respect and has already taken necessary steps.

Kyrgyzstan is fairly worried about the fact once the Karakorum Highway is reconstructed and two other transnational highways are put into operation providing a new links among the Central Asian countries, the drug trafficking may considerably increase as it would open new channels of international drug smuggling. In view of the above, Kyrgyzstan is highly interested in strengthening national and regional drug control systems.

Unfortunately, the law enforcement agency of Kyrgyzstan is not yet equipped properly to combat the illicit drugs. As far as research is concerned, Kyrgyzstan is first of all interested in environmentally friendly methods of destruction of drug plants.

In our opinion, the ECO could play a coordination role in promoting cooperation among the member countries to address this important issue, integrating their national programs and measures, as well as international activities in this regard.

Excellencies,

Ladies and gentlemen,


We are confident that the Ashgabat Forum of ECO will be a historical landmark in developing and consolidating the cooperation aspirations and efforts as reflected in the documents adopted by the four previous ECO Summits. Today’s forum will also be important in terms of understanding the problems of further intensification of regional cooperation within ECO framework.

In conclusion,
may I once again thank His Excellency President Saparmurad and all Turkmen friends for their cordiality and hospitality, and to wish all of you great success. I hope that the outcome of this Ashgabat meeting will through our joint efforts be translated into practical actions for the benefit, prosperity and progress of our peoples.

Thank you for your attention.

