Address by H.E. Professor Burhanuddin Rabbani, President of the Islamic State of Afghanistan
Excellency Saparmurat Niyazov, President of the fraternal Republic of Turkmenistan,

Excellencies, Presidents and Head of States,

Ladies and Gentlemen,


At the outset, I would like to express the levels of gratitude, appreciation and thank to my esteemed brother, President Saparmurat Niyazov for the convening of the ECO Summit and for the cordial welcome and warm hospitality extended to me and the delegation accompanying me.


In the last two years for the second time the heads of ECO States have gathered here in the beautiful city of Ashgabat. Your Excellency’s special interest in the realization of ECO objectives without any doubt is indicative of your Excellency’s, the government and the fraternal people of Turkmenistan’s commitment for the collective efforts by regional countries aimed at raising the level of living standard and the development of the social and economic livelihood of 300 million inhabitants of this part of the globe. We congratulate Your Excellency and the government of Turkmenistan for the realization of this high objective.

Mr. President,


The pulse of time has taken a fast pace. Economic growth is speedily signifying great importance. Catching up with such a fast-moving economic caravan and the establishment of a balance between the global economy and the economies of the ECO member countries all in the process of development and growth require a series of initiatives and sincere regional commitments to goals that have brought all of us together.


The region of ECO possessing rich energy and natural resources and human potentials can potentially be transformed into one of the world’s rich, prosperous and developed areas in the 21st Century. We leader of the ECO Member States as designers of economic initiatives have the important responsibility of  orchestration and implementation of immediate and long term programmes for the economic progress and development of our countries. Due consideration to priorities in the fields of trade, transport and communication and transit routes particularly, for those member countries that are in need of repair and restoration of the aforesaid infrastructure, is of vital importance. Land locked ECO countries deserve special attention for linking their routes with international markets through the rehabilitation of transit routes. In our opinion, the idea of creating a regional consortium for the restoration of transit routes in the region will in the meantime expand the capability of Member States to rehabilitate such an infrastructure. In this regard, we consider special importance to the programme of action for ECO Transport and Communications Decade which includes the constructions of gas and oil pipelines. We are certain that the signing of eight agreements between members of our organisation for the above objective is a positive step in this respect.

Mr. President,


As we have observed in the rest of the world, regional organizations have directed vast activities for defending their economic interests, some on the level of multi-national corporations, other on the grounds of mutual cooperations. Our organisation should in terms of joint economic growth which strengthens the foundation of mutual cooperation speed up its activities and sincere cooperations. Such regional cooperation can only be feasible in an atmosphere of peace, political stability and expansion of cooperative relations among Member States. Only under such an atmosphere, can the people of the region reap the fruits of development, progress and growth.


With regret, must I say that Afghanistan as an important focal point of transit between east and west, and north and south of the ECO region has been engulfed amidst an imposed conflict produced by protracted intervention and interferences. This as a result, on a large level has and continues to cast undesirable effects on the development programmes in the region. Emphasis in the third and fourteenth paragraphs of the draft of Ashgabat Declaration on the extension and creation of a north-south highway and the construction of the gas-oil pipelines manifest good examples of this claim.

Mr. President,


The Islamic State of Afghanistan enjoys good relations with all its neighbours and is ready to join efforts with other ECO Member States in sponsoring the initiatives of this organisation – all based on the principle of mutual respect for the rights and interests of others. We believe that taking such a stance makes feasible practical grounds for regional cooperation in the framework of ECO. We are cogniscent of the fact that the best posture for Afghanistan is the expansion of fraternal relations, mutual beneficial cooperation and good neighborliness with all countries including Pakistan. Our expectation is for Pakistan to reciprocate mutually, which would assist both countries in the task of restoration of good and normal relations.


The Islamic State of Afghanistan desires that with provision of required facilities, the grounds for development and expansion of economic and trade interests of Pakistan would be achieved to Central Asia through Afghanistan. Also, Pakistan would reciprocate required trade and transit facilities for the land locked Afghanistan. The important condition of this objective is that Pakistan – as a neighbouring and historically intertwined country – shall no longer permit a series of dreams to cast shadow on the paradigms of friendship and mutual economic beneficial cooperation between the two countries. From the flames of war that have been fueled by the Taliban in Afghanistan – particularly in light of the Taliban agenda – no country in the region can remain safe. Our struggle against the Taliban – which thanks to God, is continuing to grow effective day by day – is a struggle by this region against a set of agenda which severely shock and shake humanity today. A set of agenda that are contrary to God’s decrees and principles. A set of agenda that are in contrast with human rights and desires. And finally, a set of agenda that violate any and all principles of democracy.


Our expectation is that the Islamic State of Afghanistan – which now enjoys a broad based and includes majority of the forces that have the ability to mobilize people towards war or peace – shall enjoy the political and moral backing of all those that believe in peace, democracy and social justice. Once again, we want to express our conviction that war does not provide a solution to our problem. Only reaching a national accord through a genuine intra-Afghan dialogue and the consolidation of a political process under the auspices of the United Nations can guarantee the return of peace in our war shattered country.

Mr. President,


I would like to point out before this prestigious gathering the stance of the Islamic State of Afghanistan regarding the gas and oil pipeline projects. The Islamic State of Afghanistan is fully aware of the significance of these projects. The significance given to these projects by some international corporations and vast interests that have surfaced for their construction, once again seem to represent – like the 19th Century “Great Game” – a competition for the control of the Silk Route. Continuation of this rivalry without any doubt can cast unwanted effects on regional stability. While we welcome this historic opportunity, in realm of the exploitation of economic resources from the construction of these pipelines, we are concerned that we shall not become victims of a political game.

Mr. President,


As I have indicated in the gathering of Head of States and Governments of ECO Member States convened in Ashgabat in May of 1996 and have conveyed our message to the interested corporations – the Islamic State of Afghanistan, in full compliance with the Memorandum of Understanding signed between Afghanistan, Pakistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan – is of the conviction that the construction of these pipelines shall be realized through a consortium comprising all interested parties to the projects. For the full realization of this project, we express our readiness for negotiations with all interested sides. Once again, I want to express that our preference for the recognition of the open access principle in the gas and oil pipeline projects remains in full force.

Mr. President,


The critical evermore urgent need for the implementation of the gas and oil pipeline projects through Afghanistan due to the continued conflict in our country, unfortunately with passage of time – which is moving very quickly – has become more prevalent than last year. In order not to lose more opportunities, we are not disinterested in the probable creation of a mechanism – despite the continuation of conflict – for the removal of obstacles through negotiations among conflicting sides in the path of reaching a series of latter steps aimed at the implementation of the project. Negotiations that would only have technical aspects and would only be related to the project.

Mr. President,


Afghanistan – as an ECO Member State is aware of the need of collective and parallel regional development and progress under a joint and all-sided mutually economic cooperation anticipated by our organization. We have innumerable needs to be assisted by ECO Member States. But our foremost need remains the return of peace, which a sincere and genuine commitment in the framework of this organisation can guarantee.


Thank you.

