Address by H.E. Mr. Islam Karimov, 

President of the Republic of Uzbekistan
Dear Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished Heads of State and Government,

Dear Mr. Secretary General,


Availing myself of this opportunity I would like to greet the leaders of the Economic Cooperation Organisation member-states and in their face express our respect and all good wishes to the states and peoples they represent here.


I believe there is no need to prove that each new meeting in the framework and format of the Economic Cooperation Organisation stands as yet another opportunity to discuss the problems pending to collaboration of the countries of the region. Primarily, this refers to the issues of developing cooperation of our countries in the economic sphere and in the sphere of transport communications which nowadays, on the threshold of the new Millennium, acquire special importance.


I would like to particularly stress that despite the fact that Economic Cooperation Organisation unites the states with different social and political orientation, these days, in our view, there are two directions, i.e. broadening and deepening economic cooperation as well as developing and exploring new communication routes that would enhance the economic prosperity of our nations, that have become the common ground able to meet the medium and long term interests of our countries.


One cannot agree with an idea expressed by President of the Islamic Republic of Iran Mr. Katami today in his speech, that the ECO could become a vital instrument for creation and enhancing integration among the countries of the region, as well as for revival of the historical role of the Great Silk Road. To this end, I would like to reiterate again: we should not allow politicizing of ECO, and we should make the problems of economic, communicational and humanitarian cooperation the corner stone of our collaboration.


It is on this very basis that we may well build the policies of mutual understanding and interaction of our states in all other spheres of life, including promotion of humanitarian cooperation which is especially necessary to safeguard peace and stability in our so much complicated region.


In the course of last few years within the ECO much has been done to create the vital legal basis in order to implement these tasks.


Such fundamental documents as the Transit Transport Framework Agreement, Agreement on Transit Trade, the Framework Agreement on Trade Cooperation have been signed. A number of other conventions establishing conditions for and stimulating the processes of trade and economic links and regional cooperation on multilateral basis have been adopted.


At present, operation of such transport communications as railway route via the territories of Turkmenistan and Iran Serahs–Meshhed–Bender Abbas, as well as the Trans-Caucasus route providing the access to the European transport networks, acquires a great practical significance.


To this end, Uzbekistan attaches a paramount importance to maintain efficiency of these routes. We believe that the new investments channeled to upgrading the capacities and clear the way for developing these routes’ infrastructure may well open an excellent prospect and cover all expenses needed for this purpose.

Dear participants,


I do not want to take too much of your time for giving critical analysis and reviewing the achievements and existing shortcomings of the ECO activities, as well as for speaking about the fact that the practical implementation of the decisions taken and projects launched within the Organisation is still lagging far behind the current needs.


Suffice it to say that only 9 out of 50 agreed joint projects are being currently implemented. We still keep practice to take many decisions that are unreal from outset; the issues of political and ideological character beyond the frameworks and the ECO Charter are sometimes discussed at the sessions; the new institutions and structures that are not sufficiently grounded and economically viable are being set up.


Taking this opportunity, I would like to set forward the following proposals which, in our opinion, have principle importance.


Firstly. We would like to invite the ECO member-states once again to re-affirm that the ECO possesses the enormous and unique potential and resources and will do their utmost to make the ECO in real terms an optimal instrument for resolving, in the first instance, the economic, humanitarian and communicational problems of the region.


Secondly. The future of the full-blooded economic cooperation of the ECO member states is inseparably linked with achieving durable and long-term peace in Afghanistan.


One can definitely state that without peace and stability in Afghanistan there are no security guarantees for the entire region. It means that practically all our decisions aimed at implementation of the economic projects, namely on building, modernizing and reforming, as well as creating decent living conditions for our peoples, from the very beginning are doomed to failure.


We do not make any secret of our interest to see the economically prosperous Afghanistan, obtain our country’s access to Pakistan and Karachi port via the territory of this country. I think it is in Pakistan’s interest as well. At the same time, even in a greater scale this kind of developments would meet the vital interests of Afghanistan itself, since through territory of this country the extensive transnational communication networks could be built.


Thirdly. The problem of combating drug production and trafficking remains to be extremely acute and urgent for the ECO member states. The bigwigs of dirty business have not given up their persistent efforts to make use of the geographical location of our countries in the crossroads of Asia and Europe in order to expand the routes of drug trafficking.


We ought to combine our efforts to counteract drug trafficking. In our opinion, launching the program on combating the illegal narcotic production, trafficking and consuming in the framework of the Organisation could favour reaching this objective.


In this respect, one should recognize the setting up the Coordinating body in the ECO Secretariat on drug control with assistance of UN’s specialized program as undoubtedly positive momentum. The National Center on Drug Control attached to the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan has established close contacts with the ECO Coordinating body.


Fourthly. We should critically assess the ECO decisions taken earlier bearing in mind the need to make their implementation practicable and inact the efficient and flexible ECO mechanisms. In other words, based on the realities caused by current changes taking place in the world, it is expedient to make concrete steps to adapt the ECO and its institutions to the modern requirements and long-term perspective.


Along with this, it is necessary, in our view, to ensure that the ECO decisions covering the interests of all its member states, do not deviate from the frames of the objective for the sake of which we have united.

Dear Mr. Chairman,


We consider the ECO as a regional economic organisation the activity of which is targeted at raising the living standards of the nations of the region, developing their economies and tackling other outstanding urgent problems related to intensive development of our states.


I would like to express our big hope that the Tehran Declaration to be signed today will help in successful achievement of the tasks our states have set forth.


On behalf of the delegation of the Republic of Uzbekistan allow me to express our sincere gratitude to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, first of all, to President H.E. Mr. Mohammad Khatami for the hospitality and warm reception.
