Message from H.E. Mr. Ahmet Necdet Sezer, 

President of the Republic of Turkey 


I have not been able to attend the 6th Summit Meeting of ECO due to the fact that I have just recently assumed the Presidency of the Republic of Turkey and my intensive programme did not allow me.


As a founding member, we have assumed significant responsibilities in the development and enlargement of ECO, which is a regional organisation composed of countries that we have close relations within cultural, historical and economical fields. The cooperation within the framework of ECO, assist the member states towards a healthy integration with the globalizing world economy by utilizing a regionalization model in a successful manner.


Turkey shall continue her efforts to enhance the existing close relations among the member states of ECO and also to contribute in the most significant manner to the Organisation.


With this opportunity, I congratulate Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi for being elected as the new Secretary General of ECO, and also his deputies. At this instance, I extend my appreciation to Ambassador Onder Ozar for his valuable services to the Organisation during his 4 years of tenure.


I look forward for the opportunity to meet personally the Heads of States of the friendly and brotherly countries attending this meeting. I sincerely wish that the 6th Summit Meeting of ECO held in Tehran shall be successful and entail fruitful results for our countries and our peoples.

Statement by H.E. Mr. Mehmet Kececiler, 

Minister of State of the Republic of Turkey
Honourable President Khatami,

Distinguished Heads of States and Governments,

Mr. Secretary General,

Distinguished Delegates,


It is a great honour for me to represent Turkey and to be present here with the friendly and brotherly Heads of States and Governments of ECO member states at the Sixth Summit Meeting of ECO.


May I take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to His Excellency President Khatami and the Islamic Republic of Iran for the warm welcome and hospitality extended to our delegation since our arrival in Tehran and for their extensive efforts in the excellent organisation of this important meeting.


I would like to express also, my deep appreciation and thanks to Ambassador Onder Ozar, Secretary General of ECO, who, during his four years of tenure, has made important contributions to ECO to achieve significant progress and success and to strengthen its position in the international arena and to gain more prestige particularly by developing its relations with regional and global organizations. Let me also extend my sincere appreciation to the Staff of the Secretariat as well. On the basis of these efforts, development of a fruitful cooperation with a regional organisation such as ASEAN constitutes a good example. Establishing and developing a similar relationship with the Organisation of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation would also be very beneficial for the future.

Honourable President Khatami;


Allow me to warmly congratulate Your Excellency for having been elected as Chairman of the 6th ECO Summit. I believe your vast experience and leadership qualities will make significant contributions to conclude this Summit in a successful manner and to enhance the cooperation among ECO member states.

Honourable Chairman, Excellencies,


At the threshold of a new millennium, the economic crises and turmoils experienced in the recent years by our rapidly globalizing world, has increased the importance of regional organizations like ECO, who, by achieving close cooperation and coordination among regional countries, may help us overcome such crises and turmoils with minimum damage.


As it has been demonstrated by the economic crises of the past few years, such global developments closely concern and affect national economies. It is not always possible, however, to predict these developments beforehand and to take necessary measures. With the help of regional organizations like ECO, member states, by taking the necessary structural and adaptive measures for their economies, also actively participate in the activities towards the reformation of the international economic and financial systems.


For this reason, Turkey, as a founding member, has always attached great importance to ECO which aims at increasing the economic, social and welfare levels of the countries in the region. As always, Turkey will continue her efforts to strengthen the functional dimension of ECO and to promote its identity directed towards achieving aforementioned aims.

Honourable Chairman, Excellencies,


Turkey has welcomed the activities carried out for the elimination of trade barriers among member states and for the promotion and development of the private sector as the primary actors of the economy, and also the signing of the Framework Agreement on ECO Trade Cooperation. The speedy establishment and functioning of ECO Trade and Development Bank shall significantly contribute to the promotion and diversification of  trade among the regional countries. Turkey is ready to take concrete steps in this direction. Again in this framework, Turkey has noted with appreciation the results achieved and the agreements reached at the Third Ministerial Meeting of Transport and Communications held in Islamabad in April 2000. No doubt that such specific ministerial and high level meetings shall provide ECO with the political support and content that it requires. In this respect, Turkey welcomes the holding of a ministerial meeting in November 2000 in the field of energy, because Turkey attaches great importance that the land-locked ECO member states producing energy raw material should gain access to the energy markets of the world.

Honourable Chairman, Excellencies,


The people of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus, who have preserved their national identity and protected their own state with utmost determination until today, deserve very much the support of the public opinion of the entire world and especially of our brothers in the ECO.


Furthermore, Turkey, sincerely hopes the problems encountered in Afghanistan and Karabagh, which closely concern all of us, shall be resolved in a just and lasting manner through peaceful means. We believe that the strengthening of our cooperation within the framework of ECO, shall also contribute to the settlement of these problems.


Before concluding my remarks, I would like to convey once again our gratitude to the Islamic Republic of Iran for the success of this important meeting and for their traditional hospitality.


Thank you

