Statement by H.E. Mr. A. Akaev, 

President of the Kyrgyz Republic
Esteemed Chairman,

Distinguished Heads of States and Governments,

Ladies and Gentlemen,


On behalf of the Kyrgyz delegation I would like to sincerely thank the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran H.E. Mr. Khatami for extended warm hospitality and creation of fine conditions for our meeting. I would also like to congratulate him on the occasion of his being elected a Chairman of our high forum.


It is a pleasure to note that the Agenda of our today’s Summit in between the two millenniums contains the issues of important strategic nature. Our Organisation has been gradually elaborating the structure that answers the set tasks, gaining and utilizing the best international experience to improve the mechanisms of interaction and higher efficiency of the regional cooperation among the ECO Member Countries.

Esteemed Chairman,


Along with the other Central Asian States Kyrgyzstan has become a full member of the Organisation in 1992. For this period our country as well as all the new ECO members has gone through the hard spirals of strengthening its independence and creating a new model of economic development. Lately we have been confronted with the serious problem of our national security. As the events that took place in the south of our country last autumn showed, Kyrgyzstan and Central Asia found themselves in the front lines of struggle against the international terrorism. Hence, unfortunately, we had to cancel hosting the 6th Summit of the Organisation, thus having taken this difficult decision at the moment the events on our southern borders made the country take maximum efforts for the neutralization of threat to our territorial integrity. I would like to express our appreciation to all of you for understanding of our situation and especially to the Islamic Republic of  Iran for its undertaking to host the next high forum of ECO, and to stress once again our principal position in terms of our participation in the Organisation: Kyrgyzstan attaches great importance to the enhancement of multilateral collaboration within the region and is ready to contribute to the ECO’s activities.


The progress in the further fruitful cooperation among our countries fully meets the interests of our country as well. 

Mr. Chairman,


Development of trade and economic relations, working out effective Framework trade agreements will promote intensification of our integration at the regional and sub-regional levels. Therefore we commend the outcomes of the 1st ECO ministerial meeting on trade/foreign trade and are ready to accede to the signed Framework agreement.


Creation of reliable transport arteries in our region must be a special focus of our Organisation. The Transit Transport Framework Agreement signed by our countries shall be the first serious stage for having the geographically land-locked Central Asian countries open, favour the economic development of our countries, bring our peoples closer to one another and help better involve the rich potential of the ECO region at the sub-regional and world levels.

Ladies and Gentlemen,


The ECO region really possesses huge energy potential reflected not only in rich hydrocarbon resources but in diverse possibilities of producing cheap ecologically sound electric energy. Interconnection of power grids of the Central Asian countries with those ones of other ECO Member Countries, I am confident, would be a catalyst for the acceleration of social, economical and power development of the region as a whole.


Natural evolution of our countries’ energy leads to the process of extension of access of the geographically land-locked ECO Member Countries to the world markets. Kyrgyzstan welcomes launching such projects since their implementation is supposed to increase the significance of our region on a world-wide scale, further development and prosperity of our nations.

Ladies and Gentlemen,


Kyrgyzstan welcomes ever enhancing collaboration between ECO and UN and this process is now followed by convincing and successful yields. The ECO/UNDCP joint work that has been commenced in the field of combating illicit drug trafficking is a timely and very important step.


I am also pleased to stress that the initiatives of the two ECO Member-Countries, namely Kyrgyzstan and Iran, has won recognition of the UN: the year of 2002 has been declared as the international mountain year and the year of 2001 – a year of Dialogue among civilizations. Therefore, I would like to note that these initiatives would be supported and implemented within the framework of our Organisation as well, promote rapprochement of our countries for the benefit of the entire region.

Dear colleagues,


Cooperation in the field of culture is a very promising area of our joint activities. We welcome activation of cooperation in this field among our peoples, which link historical, cultural and spiritual relations that originate from the ancient centuries. In particular, we might record commemoration of important historical dates as cultural events in the region. 


In October this year Kyrgyzstan will celebrate 3000 years’ anniversary of one of the most ancient cities in Central Asia – the Osh city. Availing myself of this opportunity I would like to invite the Heads of States, attending our forum, to celebrate the event.

Distinguished Chairman,


The strategic guide-lines for the development of our Organisation at the regional and international levels, reflected in the Tehran declaration, meet the interests and aspirations of all the ECO States. Implementation of this document will undoubtedly promote development of our economies and boosting the image of the Organisation. Hence Kyrgyzstan fully backs up the Tehran declaration and is ready for the tightest cooperation in fulfillment of its provisions. 


Kyrgyzstan supports the candidacy of Mr. Abdolrahim Gavahi for the post of the next Secretary General as an experienced leader and diplomat. We are also thankful to Mr. Onder Ozar, who has carried out enormous fruitful work during his tenure, and I wish him every success in the future.

Thank you for your attention.
