Statement by H.E. Mr. Kassymzhomart K. Tokaev, 

Prime Minister of the Republic of Kazakhstan
Mr. Chairman!

Your Excellencies!

Mr. Secretary General!

Ladies and Gentlemen!


First of all I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran for the warm welcome and generous hospitality extended to my delegation and excellent organisation of the Forum. In this respect I am pleased to note that Iranian Party showed understanding and keen interest and took part in the Eurasian Summit held in April in Almaty. I would also like to congratulate the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran His Excellency Mr. Mohammad Khatami on the occasion of his election as the Chairman of  our meeting.

Mr. Chairman!


Two years have passed since the V-th Summit was held in Almaty in May 1998. We have made considerable progress. The steps being taken to develop the perspective projects and plans and successful efforts have been made to find appropriate funding for these projects. Ministers of trade, transport and communications, Heads of customs committees, Executive Director of National state oil and gas companies and experts in different field of economy conducted several constructive meetings and seminars where a comprehensive exchange of views was held, regional agreements were signed and mechanisms of ministerial cooperation were elaborated. Credit must be given to the experts of our countries who managed to complete eight Annexes of the ECO Transit Transport Framework Agreement (TTFA). Taking into account the practical aspect of this document, I hope that all member states will be able to ratify it in a short period of time so that it would contribute to the development of regional trade and transportation.


I am glad to note that the ECO enters into a new stage of regional development. For the first time the Organisation will have an opportunity to finance priority projects feasibility studies at the expense of a Specialized Fund. In addition to financial support of other international organizations this fund will give an opportunity to put the most important regional projects into practice. We support the proposal of the Council of Permanent Representatives to invest the ECO Secretary General with necessary authority to make use of this Specialized Fund.


In the course of our cooperation we began to better understand our needs and opportunities. In my view, in many ECO member states an intensive reconsideration of strategic aims, ways of development and one’s own place in the international division of labor defined by the processes of globalization is taking place. It comes from an objective desire to prevent one’s own countries from crises that periodically affect continents and have a considerable impact on our internal development and relations. It is important to preserve the acquired dynamics of internal development and to fulfill tasks set by our organisation.


In this respect one of the achievements of Kazakhstan since independence has been the radically transformed system of economic relations based on the market principles and openness to the whole world. Positive results have been achieved almost in all spheres of economic reforms, including legislative, financial and industrial sectors. We also aspire to simplify the procedures of customs registration and to bring the customs legislature of our country in conformity with international standards.


In order to materialize our trade and economic potential, especially as regards raw materials, Kazakhstan is going to actively expand its markets as well as geographic export commodity structure. It relates, first and foremost, to oil and gas industry, petrochemistry, ferrous and non-ferrous metallurgy, rear metals, heavy engineering industry, and cereals. Light industry, household chemical goods, textile, boot and shoe industry will be developed as well. In this respect Kazakhstan is a promising country for potential investors.


As you know, a considerable amount of gas and oil has been recently confirmed as a result of drilling works in the Kazakhstani part of the Caspian Sea shelf. These results not only live up to our expectations, they constitute a necessity to intensify our efforts and set up a regional net of pipelines in different directions as well as a regional market for oil and oil products.


It is a fact that our Organisation is designed to solve the problems of expanding and deepening of regional economic cooperation. In the course of a short but eventful period of the ECO existence we repeatedly emphasized that we are working in the framework of economic cooperation and big politics is not a matter of concern for our Organisation. We passed this exam with honors and growth of the ECO’s prestige in the international arena is a proof for that.


However, I can say quite frankly and openly that the development speed of our inter-regional economic cooperation lags behind world indicators. All this can be explained by the objective factors such as low growth of GNP in our countries, transition period of entering into a market economy, lack of appropriate infrastructure and contemporary managerial experience, etc. Another reasons include terrorism and drug trafficking which hold back our regional development and impede mutual understanding.


While solving concrete questions of economic development, unwillingly we come in touch with their political underlying reasons which curb the full-scale development of the potential in our region. In my view this is the reason for an unsatisfactory pace of implementation of strategically important projects in the sphere of transport and communications, power engineering, industry and agriculture. In this respect on the threshold of the twenty-first century I would like to call upon the leader of the ECO member states to reconsider certain political aspects of regional cooperation via the prism of economic cooperation priorities.

Mr. Chairman!


Our forum is designed to define strategy of our further development in the basic ECO documents transport and communication, trade and power engineering appear to be the priority areas of our cooperation. These priorities were chosen correctly and for a long period of time. Economic community will not be able to efficiently function and develop without a developed infrastructure. However, economy is not just a mere calculation, it is complex of contracts, national interrelations, it is a thin texture of cultural unity which is the basis for mutual trust between the official representatives and businessmen. We should meet unofficially on a frequent basis, not only at the bargaining table and not only while solving concrete tasks of bilateral and multilateral cooperation. In this context Kazakhstan is ready to work jointly on the proposal of Islamic Republic of Iran on the development of dialogue between civilizations. We consider this idea to be of great importance to us as it makes peoples closer and if realized it could improve the activity of our Organisation.


Joint cooperation creates an atmosphere of trust and prompts our businessmen to look for mutually beneficial projects. That is why Kazakhstan fully supports the ideas of Tehran Declaration namely further institutionalizing of periodic ministerial meetings in major sectors of economy, development of human resource management and tourism, environmental protection. We are for the qualitative growth of our social cooperation.


I would like to note with satisfaction that the proposal of the Republic of  Kazakhstan to conduct regular Ministerial Meetings with their subsequent institutionalization was gained support of the member-states and is being put into practice. The third Ministerial meeting on Transport and Communications, the first Ministerial Meeting on Agriculture and Industry is a proof of that. Decisions made at such a level have a complex character and reflect real interests of our region.


We live in the time of new information technologies and we have no right to lag behind innovative ideas that embraced the whole world community. I may assure that some countries due to the technological progress and inventions in the field of genetics see their life in another dimension and have other perspectives of development. That is why ECO region should actively join in these processes be aware of its advantages and make an effort to use them. Following the logic of development I believe that applied science could become one more strategic direction of our regional cooperation.


It is for this reason then we witnessed the ECO awards for the group of scientists of our countries. In my view, the achievements of scientists and experts should be realized in the projects of the beginning of the twentieth of century.

Mr. Chairman!


Today we adopt the Tehran Declaration which relates our plans and aspirations for the nearest future. This joint appeal could be realized in implemented projects, in coordinated decisions of Ministers, in successful actions of experts. At the same time, declaration could remain a good wish and one more proof of unrealized plans.


Looking at the previous meetings and analyzing activity in the ECO framework it becomes clear that there is no “mechanism of voluntary coercion” in our collective efforts. Prejudices are still strong, centrifugal forces prevail over the centripetal ones and unimportant disagreements of bilateral character suffice over regional thinking. It is possible to make a lot of examples which endorse these words.


I am deeply convinced that we don’t have serious obstacles for the development of economic cooperation. Meeting of the ECO Ministers and analysis of the trade and economic potential of our countries convincingly proved the opposite. Even without additional financial injections we could double trade turnover within the shortest possible time, increase transit trade in several times, improve the quality of tourist services, set to joint projects implementation in sphere of power engineering. The potential in the field of agriculture still remains untouched. 


At the same time I would like to draw your attention to the following. On the one hand we sign a treaty on transit trade, but on the other hand we toughen the conditions of visa issuing. We have good reasons for this as our region is a transit area for certain kinds of drugs. Our region appears to be a region of great hopes but at the time it is a zone of increased risk. And the ways we’ll choose depend not on the outside forces but for the most part on us ourselves. In this respect I would like to emphasize that Kazakhstan attaches great importance to the cooperation in the ECO framework and considers this structure to be the only unifying Organisation in the region. We should always remember this and preserve our achievements. No doubt our dreams rarely coincide with our opportunities. However, without a good will not a single intention will be put into practice.

Mr. Chairman!


Availing of this opportunity, let me express my gratitude to our Secretary General Mr. Onder Ozar. His activity as a head of Organisation coincided with a period when illusions of quick and decisive progress in the ECO framework have disappeared and when our countries faced for the first time by their own experience the cruelty of international economic relations which turned into crisis of  1997-1998. Secretary General spared no effort to unify us for interesting projects, he showed patience as regards our disagreements which appeared in the course of natural growth and evolution of the Organisation. Mr. Onder Ozar had to solve many difficult questions of regional cooperation. One of his personal achievements was the establishment of constructive relations with international organizations. I would like to wish Mr. Onder Ozar good health and further fruitful work.


Let me congratulate on the occasion of appointment to such a responsible position of Secretary General Mr. Abdolrahim Gavahi the representative of Islamic Republic of Iran. His high level of education, professional experience as a specialist in the field of oil engineering, considerable length of diplomatic service, activities in the rank of ambassador will contribute to the positive development of regional cooperation. I am sure that new Secretary General will give a new impulse to the Organisation and open up new horizons of cooperation in the ECO framework. From my side I may promise to render every possible assistance and support to the activity of Mr. Abdolrahim Gavahi.

Mr. Chairman


In the conclusion I would like to express profound thanks to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran and you personally for the hospitality. I wish your country prosperity, progress and implementation of all plans for the next five years.

Thank you for your attention.

