Statement by H.E. Mr. Emomali Rahmonov, 

President of the Republic of Tajikistan
Distinguished Mr. Chairman,

Distinguished Heads of State and Government,


Allow me to express my gratitude to the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, His Excellency, Mr. Seyyed Mohammad Khatami for providing excellent conditions for a fruitful work of our Summit. I would like to congratulate him on his election as a Chairman of the 6th ECO Summit.


We hope that the adoption of the Tehran Declaration at our Forum will be yet another practical step towards expanding integration processes in the region and give a new momentum in implementing the programs on economic and social cooperation which we have adopted earlier.


Since the time of conduct of the Almaty Summit, our Organisation has made significant progress both in terms of development of regional cooperation among the participating states, as well as acceleration of its activities and expansion of its collaboration with other international and regional organizations.


In my view, our current Forum assumes a great importance because it is held on the eve of the new millennium and gives us a unique opportunity to synchronize our joint efforts for the future regional economic cooperation and undertake practical measures and elaborate coordinated approaches towards major objectives stated in the basic documents adopted at the ECO Summit.

Distinguished Mr. Chairman,


Throughout eight years of our joint cooperation we have created necessary conditions and legal basis within the framework of this Organisation. During this period we have determined priority areas of cooperation which are important both for the development of the countries of the region as well as acceleration of integration of these states to the international economic system.


As we approach the new millennium, we believe that it is time to move from discussions and consultations to practical implementation of the projects and programs on the major areas of cooperation that we have outlined earlier – transportation, communication, trade and energy.


We think cooperation with the international organizations is very important in terms of drawing their potential for the implementation of multilateral projects within the framework of the ECO.


I would like to particularly stress that during the past period the cooperation between the ECO and the United Nations Drug Control Program has actively developed, because the problems related to narcotic drugs have become very actuate for our region.


There is no doubt that the Drug Control Coordination Unit at the ECO Secretariat established within the framework of a joint ECO – UNDCP Project will make an important contribution to preventing illegal production and trafficking of narcotics and psychotropic substances in the region.


Tajikistan is interested in developing a comprehensive cooperation with this Coordination Unit for fighting and preventing the spread of this scourge in the region.


Despite certain progress achieved in the area of economic cooperation, there are still serious obstacles on the way of free movement of goods, capital and people in the region.


This is one of the main reasons impeding the development of multilateral trade and economic cooperation in the region, which in its turn limits the spectrum of progressive development of national economies and raising of the living standards of the population in our countries.


We believe that the speediest entering into force of the agreements we have signed within the framework of the ECO, as well as the development of additional legislative basis and coherent tariff and trade policies will become an important step in order to remove the existing barriers.


It should be noted that, unfortunately, within the ECO framework those countries possessing significant energy resources and having broad opportunities for the economic development draw most of the attention in terms of economic cooperation.


The same could not be said in respect of those countries that have no such resources or have not started their exploitation.

Distinguished participants of the Summit,


Tajikistan has entered a qualitatively new period of its development. This is the period of a post-conflict rehabilitation, transition to a socially-oriented market economy and creation of a democratic and secular society.


The first stage of a Mid-term Economic Program for 1998-2001 supported by the International Monetary Fund, World Bank and other influential international financial organizations has been accomplished.


As a result of the measures we have undertaken within the framework of this program, a macroeconomic stabilization and economic growth have been achieved in Tajikistan.


Starting from 1997, there has been a GDP growth totaling about 5% and inflation has remained at a low level.


Our country has chosen its own socially-oriented model of economic reforms that takes into consideration a specific situation in the country, its peculiarities and mentality of the people.


A “small-scale privatization” has been completed and the process of privatizing medium and large-size enterprises, including those in agricultural sector, is continuing.


It should also be noted that the volume of foreign trade of the country has been steadily growing during the last years.


In 1999, the volume of foreign trade of the country with the ECO Member States only reached more than $ 600 million constituting more than 40% of its foreign trade for that period.


There is a significant increase in the volume of trade with the Islamic Republic of Iran, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan.


In my view, this fact shows that our cooperation within the framework of the ECO has a significant, yet unused potential.

Ladies and Gentlemen,


While speaking of priority areas of our cooperation such as transportation and communication, energy and trade, we should not overlook other sectors of our future collaboration – health care, environment, agriculture, development of private businesses, attraction of foreign investments, development of tourism, science and technology.


In this context, I would like to draw the attention of the esteemed participants to the problem of using water resources in Central Asia, which currently is the matter of a particular concern for the countries of the region, as well as the international community.


Continuous expansion of irrigated areas, active use of new lands and the population growth have deteriorated the problem of water in Central Asia.


The water crisis in the region can erupt in the beginning of the XXI century.


In order to avoid a water disaster, the countries of the region together with the international organizations and donor-countries should work out and implement a number of measures on rational use and protection of water resources in the region.


In addition, I would like to draw your attention to the problem of the Sarez Lake in Tajikistan which threatens not only Tajikistan, but also Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan and Afghanistan.


The fracture of this lake containing 17 billion cubic meters of fresh water could lead to disastrous consequences.


I hope that the ECO along with other international organizations would contribute to drawing the attention of donor-countries, international financial institutions and the international community in general to this problem.


I am convinced that in the new millennium fruitful activity of the ECO based on the coordinated efforts of its Member States would allow to achieve progress in equal and mutual beneficial cooperation in our very promising and rich region.


In conclusion, allow me to once again thank the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, His Excellency Mr. Seyyed Mohammad Khatami, the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran and all the Iranian people for their hospitality and wish every success to all participants of our Forum.


Thank you very much for your attention.

