REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE ECO COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
Honourable President of the

Islamic Republic of Iran,

Honourable Heads of State/Government,

Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies & Gentlemen,


I have the honour to present a brief Report to this august meeting of the outcome of the Tenth Meeting of the ECO Council of Ministers which concluded here in Tehran two days ago. This meeting, like the one we had a year back in Baku (Azerbaijan) in May 1999, was held in an extremely cordial atmosphere and completed its work in a spirit of understanding and accommodation. It was indeed a positive re-affirmation of our common commitment to convert the agreed programmes and projects into concrete realities keeping in view their priority and importance.


As part of its regular annual work, the Council reviewed and adopted the Reports of the meetings of Council of Permanent Representatives (CPR) held over the past one year (33rd to 44th CPR meetings) and the Report of the 10th Regional Planning Council Meeting held in Tehran in February this year. The Council also approved the ECO Budget for the year 2000 along with the Audit Report for the year 1998. The ECO Work Programme and the ECO Calendar of Events for the year 2000 were also approved.


The Council also reviewed and endorsed the reports of the first Ministerial Meeting on Commerce/Foreign Trade held in Tehran in March 2000 and the Third Ministerial Meeting on Transport and Communications held in Pakistan in April 2000. During these meetings, two important documents namely the Annexes of the ECO Transit Transport Framework Agreement and ECO Framework Agreement on Trade Cooperation were adopted and signed by the Member States. During its session, the Council also reviewed the progress in ratification of other ECO signed agreements. The Council noted with appreciation the progress made with regard to ratification of Articles of Association of ECO Trade and Development Bank by the Turkish Government. It also expressed satisfaction at the start of the operations of the ECO Cultural Institute located in Tehran.


Since the ECO signed agreements constitute a major step forward towards attaining our objectives and in view of the urgency to implement them without further delay, the Council of Ministers unanimously decided to request this supreme body of our regional leadership to endorse a joint call to the concerned authorities in the Member States to ensure completion of all the requisite formalities for an expeditious establishment of Institutions and approval/ratification of Agreements.


The Council also reviewed the ECO’s new Scale of Assessment for contributions by the Member States to the annual budget of the ECO Secretariat. This new scale of assessment shall come into effect from 1st January, 2004. The Council was apprised of the new organizational structure by the Secretary General necessitating changes in the exiting work distribution of the Secretariat. The Council approved these changes.


The Council was also seized of the matter of appointments of the new Secretary General and the new Deputy Secretaries General. As per revised rotation formula agreed upon by the Member States, the Council appointed His Excellency Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi of the Islamic Republic of Iran for the post of Secretary General w.e.f. August 13, 2000 for a three-year tenure. Regarding the three posts of the Deputy Secretaries General, the Council approved the nomination of Mr. Alesgerov from the Republic of Azerbaijan and of Mr. Sanaullah from the Islamic Republic of Pakistan for two of these posts. The Council authorized the Permanent Representatives to finalize the appointment of the post of Deputy Secretary General allocated for Turkey.


The Council also considered and approved the candidates for the ECO Awards to be distributed during the course of the Summit here today. The award for work of excellence in the field of Economics for this year goes to Turkey. The nominees of the Islamic Republic of Iran and Republic of Kazakhstan have won each, the ECO Awards in the field of History, Culture and Fine Arts. The remaining two awards in the field of Science and Technology go to Pakistan as well as jointly shared by the Republic of Azerbaijan and Republic of Tajikistan.


The reports of the ECO Specialized Agencies and ECO Regional Institutions namely the ECO Chamber of Commerce and Industry, ECO Shipping Company and the ECO Cultural Institute and ECO College of Insurance were also submitted to the Council of Ministers. The Council appreciated the key role of the Islamic Republic of Iran in keeping the ECO Shipping Company operational and called upon the concerned Member States to fulfill their commitments and participate actively in the project.


The Council of Ministers also prepared for consideration by the Heads of State/ Government the Draft Tehran Declaration which reflects the progress made so far and the new direction needed by our Organisation within the overall perspective of changes taking place on the regional and global scenes. The draft Tehran Declaration expresses our satisfaction over the prominence that ECO has achieved in the past few years at the regional and international levels. We are particularly happy to note the consolidation of cooperation of ECO with the United Nations and its Specialized Programmes and Agencies as well as with the OIC and the Islamic Development Bank. No doubt, the technical assistance and financial contributions of these entities have advanced the pace of various ECO development projects and programmes.

Excellencies, 


As you are aware, His Excellency Ambassador Onder Ozar, our distinguished Secretary General, is completing his tenure in August this year. The Council of Ministers in our meeting, paid a special tribute to Ambassador Ozar for the excellent work that he did as the Executive Head of this Organisation during the last four years. He made an immense contribution in the reorganization and restructuring of ECO which has brought ECO to prominence and high stature within and outside the region.


The Council has now approved the appointment of His Excellency Dr. Abdolrahim Gavahi as the new Secretary General with effect from August 13 this year. We welcome him as the new head of our Organisation and are confident that with his rich experience and diplomatic skills, he will continue the good work done by his worthy predecessor and will steer the Organisation effectively in the new century. We assure him of our full support and wish him success.


A brief resume of the activities of the Organisation shall be presented to you by the Secretary General in his report separately.


I thank you, Excellencies.

