Statement of H.E. Mr. Heydar Aliyev, 

President of the Republic of Azerbaijan
Dear Mr. Chairman!

Distinguished Heads of States and Governments!

Ladies and Gentlemen!


Allow me to extend my greetings to heads of states of the ECO member states, to representatives of several prestigious organizations present here and to all participants of the VI Summit.


I would like to thank His Excellency Seyed Mohammad Khatemi, President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, for a generous reception, warm welcome extended to our delegation, and for excellent arrangements made to ensure successful, constructive and efficient work of the Summit.

Excellencies,


It is hard to imagine development of countries on their own without establishing mutual ties with other countries in the light of globalization which has an impact on all spheres of our life. Therefore, we believe that there are two important factors that are crucial for development of the Economic Cooperation Organisation in the atmosphere of globalization and mutual cooperation.


The first factor is to strengthen the role of  Economic Cooperation Organisation in development of each country, and the second is the necessity to build more close and mutually beneficial relations between the ECO and other international and regional organizations.


Taking all that into account, our countries should make efforts to increase the efficiency of relations established within framework of the ECO as well as deepen its ties with various international and regional organizations.


We can only welcome increased contacts between the ECO and other international organizations including financial organizations. In particular, ECO’s cooperation with European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, Asian Development Bank, Islamic Development Bank, Economic and Social Commission of the United Nations for Asia and Pacific countries, World Trade Organisation, World Health Organisation, United Nations Programme for Control on Drugs and similar structures demonstrates that economic and geo-strategic importance of our region has increased. It is also an example to a wide range of activities carried out by the ECO.


I would like to emphasize that Azerbaijan is ready to contribute to development of ECO’s relations with other international organizations. In particular, as a member state we can provide our assistance in building relations between the ECO and the Black Sea Economic Cooperation Organisation. With this purpose we propose to organize a meeting of the Secretary Generals of both organizations in Baku. We believe that such a meeting could lay down initial foundation for future cooperation between the ECO and the Black Sea Economic Cooperation Organisation. 

Excellencies,


Azerbaijan has an interest to strengthen mutual cooperation among the ECO member states and to participate in important economic projects in transport, trade, energy and telecommunication sectors within the framework of this organization.


Azerbaijan has a close cooperation with the ECO member states in trade and investment areas. Iran and Turkey that are member states of the organization are Azerbaijan’s main trading partners. In order to develop cooperation in this area we wish to see gradual elimination of trade barriers among the ECO member states and further liberalization of their economies.


We believe it is necessary to encourage mutual investments among the ECO member states. On behalf of the Republic of Azerbaijan, I can state that all steps necessary for foreign investments have been made in our country. Formation of the legislative basis for economic reforms, liberalization of our economy and implementation of privatization have created favourable conditions for foreign investments in Azerbaijan.


We invite all investors from the ECO region to take an active part in financing projects in various sectors of Azerbaijan’s economy. At the same time, we consider it appropriate to develop regional economic programmes within the ECO framework. It would serve to further expand economic relations and mutually beneficial cooperation in the region.


Development of energy resources of the Caspian Sea has enormous importance for Azerbaijan. Today we can state firmly that development of energy resources in the region has become an irreversibly process. At the same time, internationalization of capital and production is underway in the energy sector of Azerbaijan. Participation of famous energy companies of many countries in development and transportation of Azerbaijan’s energy resources to the world markets is a bright example to that.


Development of the northern route Baku-Novorosiyysk in 1997 and the western route Baku-Supa in 1999 has had an enormous importance for Azerbaijan and for all countries of the region.


Sooner realization of Baku-Ceyhan main export pipeline project will play irreplaceable role in economic development of our countries and their integration to the world markets. At the same time, we believe that there is a need for finding alternative routes in order to develop and export rich oil and gas reserves of the Caspian Sea to the world markets.


At present littoral states (Russia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and Iran) are engaged in great projects in the Caspian basin aimed at developing its oil and gas resources. But we believe that in order to develop energy resources of our region more efficiently, the littoral states need to define the legal status of the Caspian Sea. Azerbaijan is ready to start necessary discussions and finally take necessary measures to achieve solution to this matter. It would strengthen economic integration among countries of the region.

Dear Mr. Chairman,


Taking into account the real and potential opportunities available, the ECO member states should give great attention to development of wide transport network by exporting their products and by playing the role of transit countries. In this respect, restoration of the Great Silk Road and development of the Europe-Caucasus-Asia corridor have historical importance for the ECO region.


In September of 1998, representatives of 32 states and 13 international organizations participated in international conference in Baku on restoration of the Great Silk Road. Representatives of 12 states signed “Multilateral Agreement on Development of Europe-Caucasus-Asia International Transport Corridor” in that conference. Six of them are member states of the Economic Cooperation Organisation. Legal documents that were adopted in that international conference have entered into effect. Secretariat for the TRACEKA project is being established in Baku and soon will start functioning.


We believe it is very important that Iran, which is one of largest states of the region, should participate actively in the programme aimed at restoration of the ancient Silk Road linking Europe with Asia. We are ready to give every support to our neighbouring state in this issue.


Implementation of the large-scale project on Europe-Caucasus-Asia transport corridor creates necessary base for effective use of natural resources and economic potential of countries located along this corridor, and for enhancement of trade and economic cooperation among them. At the same time, it strengthens the process of integration of these countries to the world economy.


It is with firm belief I would like to underline that the Great Silk Road that has contributed to enrichment of economies, cultures, sciences and civilizations for many centuries will prove to be the right venue for realization of our hopes.


Implementation of this project will result in development of trade, economic and cultural relations and will play a role of catalyst in integration processes. All interested countries should participate actively in implementation of this programme because the social and economic development of our countries depend very much on harmonic functioning of the transport sector.

Mr. Chairman!

Dear participants of the Summit!


On the eve of the new millennium, the relations among some states as well as the internal situation in several countries have become very complex. We need to make real steps to ensure trust and to strengthen peace, stability and security in global and in regional scales.


In this respect, we have initiated to sign a special Pact to ensure peace and security in the South Caucasus. Signing of such a Pact would give a strong impetus to settlement of conflicts and to strengthen peace and stability in the region. We believe that participation of Iran, which plays an important role in the region, is necessary in this matter.


This matter is very crucial for Azerbaijan. As you are aware, Azerbaijan lived through serious political and economic sufferings in its early years of  independence. First of all this happened due to military aggression of Armenia. As a result, twenty per cent of territory of Azerbaijan has been occupied by the armed forces of Armenia. Over one million Azerbaijanians were forcefully evicted from their homes and have become refugees in their own country. All that had a negative impact on pace of legal and economic reforms in the country.


Azerbaijan intends to achieve peace and cooperation with Armenia. However, this cooperation is possible only after restoration of territorial integrity of Azerbaijan and after return of refugees to their homes. Azerbaijan is ready to grant the highest level of self rule for Nagorno-Karabakh within the Republic of Azerbaijan. This position of Azerbaijan was reflected on the three famous principles, which were accepted as basis for the settlement of the conflict, adopted at the Summit of the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe held in Lisbon in 1996.


Joint efforts of the world countries should prove to Armenia that there is no alternative to peaceful settlement of the conflict based on mutually recognition of the territorial integrities of Armenia and Azerbaijan.


It should also be taken into account that vast opportunities will be created for cooperation after establishment of lasting peace. I look forward to the assistance of the heads of states of the ECO’s member states in this matter.


Finally, I would like to underline that this Summit will define clear targets for development of the region in the near future and will create atmosphere for steady development the Economic Cooperation Organisation in all areas.


Thank you for your attention.
