Statement by Professor Burhan-ud-din Rabbani, 

President of the Islamic State of Afghanistan

In the Name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

Your Excellency, Mr. President

Heads of State and Government,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,


Seizing this opportunity at the outset, on behalf of my delegation I would like to express our ardent feeling for the hospitable welcome extended to us in the beautiful City of Tehran.


I am certain Mr. President, under your high presidency, that our Summit shall bear highly desirable results.


Founded on regional similarities, historic and cultural commonalties for the purpose of coordinating economic objectives among Member States, the Economic Cooperation Organisation has thus, fortunately taken solid steps in developing itself as we witness before our eyes the convening of its 6th Summit.


It is our earnest conviction, with concerted efforts rendered for the total realization of the Organisation’s aim stated in Izmir Agreement, that our countries shall witness eye-catching developments in the economic, cultural and social spheres, hence, playing a constructive role in the context of international economic development. The presence of valuable natural resources, vast territories, the heritage of brilliant civilizations, attraction of world tourism, and the great potential of human resources, both ability and creativity, in the areas of the Organisation, constitute promising indicators for the implementation of its objectives.


What deserves emphasis, we believe is the necessity of broadening cultural ties between Member States, which will prepare the ground for the implementation of economic programmes and an atmosphere needed for the understanding of this economic family’s Member States. In this context, we view the establishment of a Cultural Institute within the framework of the Organisation as a positive step, whose projection of specific programmes shall attain the desired objective.

Mr. President,


As a member, Afghanistan respect all decisions adopted by the ECO and consider itself bound to practical implementation of those decisions. Geographically, located as connecting point between Central Asian and South Asia and Iran and China, and possessing vast natural and mineral resources, precious stones, and various metals, petroleum and natural gas and tourist attraction sites, Afghanistan has great potential for economic development, which can play a contributing role in the future of the ECO.


To our dismay, continuation of foreign intervention of an extensive scale in Afghanistan under the cover of the Taliban movement has thwarted all of ECO’s objectives. Afghanistan, which once was the meeting ground of civilizations and the crossing of the Silk Route trade caravans, today its occupied territories have become the cradle of terrorist tainting and drug trafficking.


Terrorists from various countries of the world are trained and armed in the occupied territories and then dispatched to numerous areas to engage in active acts of terrorism. As of late, during the Jeddah indirect talks under the auspices of the Organisation of the Islamic Conference, the Taliban has submitted to the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) a list of Prisoners of War (POWs) which had names of citizens of various countries, captured while fighting in Taliban ranks, whose release they wanted to secure.


Poppy cultivation and heroine production in the Taliban-held territories whose armed group are comprised of 55 percent foreign mercenaries are on an ever-increasing rise. Lately, by the utility of genetic engineering provided by foreign experts, the production of deadly substances has soared tremendously. Taliban in the occupied territories of Afghanistan produced huge amount of opium in 1999 that supplied 75% of global opium.


Under the false pretext of enforcing the Sharia law and the establishment of an Islamic government-being nothing more than an intelligence operation to undermine the sovereignty, independence and national unity of Afghanistan and the establishment of a puppet subservient regime-the Taliban have committed the most vicious human rights violations and have cast heavy economic damage on our people and our country. An explanation of wide aspects of the infliction of this tragedy cannot be contained in this brief statement, Act of genocide, ethnic and religious bigotry, scorched-earth policy, women imprisonment, deprivation of women from education, work and health care, feminization of poverty, plunder of cultural artifacts, looting of natural resources, forced deportation of people from the houses and other parameters of crimes, whose mention and figures are heart-breaking and shocking, constitute some examples.

Mr. President,


The Islamic State of Afghanistan considers with an open mind all peace initiatives, which seek the cessation of war and an end to foreign interference.


The Islamic State of Afghanistan respects the principle of the people’s political will in the formation of a government, and considers itself bound to its implementation.


Given the current circumstances where the territorial integrity, national sovereignty and political independence of Afghanistan are in danger, the State deems its duty to prioritize the act of sacred defense of the country.


Despite the importance of the resistance and defence of the country in present situation, the Government of the Islamic State of Afghanistan strongly believes in the peaceful solution of Afghanistan crisis. Once again we earnestly invite Taliban to leave aside the policy of war mongering and accept the political formula proposed by the Islamic State of Afghanistan.


While we highly appreciate the efforts made by United Nations, Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) and Member Countries of (6+2) group, we expect them to accelerate their efforts in ending the miseries and sufferings of our people created by war and further intensified by drought in the current year. From this forum I would like to assure that the Islamic State of Afghanistan sincerely desire to maintain cordial relations with neighbouring and regional countries and we also believe that in the absence of sincere relation amongst ECO Member States, social welfare and economic development of member countries will not be realized.


The prolongation of the situation has disturbed the regional strategic balance, which may lead to new polarization and direct confrontation, whose consequences shall not be to the benefit of anyone.


I am certain, with the cessation of intervention, conflict in Afghanistan shall cease, and subsequently, the evil phenomena of terrorism and narcotics shall also be eliminated, saving regional and world countries from their deadly threats. 

Mr. President,


The Islamic State of Afghanistan welcomes and supports Your Excellency’s initiative for considering the year 2001 as the Year of Dialogue among Civilizations as adopted by the United Nations. This initiative has been welcomed worldwide as a profound moral and human principle.


In conclusion, let me draw the attention of Your Excellency and Member States of the ECO to the problem of severe drought in Afghanistan and through this august meeting to the attention of the United Nations and the international community, the devastating effects of this calamity. It is my earnest hope that an adequate international effort shall precede the aftermath of the incident, when as tragedy it could endanger the lives of millions of afflicted Afghans.


Thank you Mr. President.

