Address by H.E. Mr. Islam Karimov, 

President of the Republic of Uzbekistan
Dear Mr. Chairman,

Dear Mr. Secretary General,

Distinguished Heads of State and Government,


It is a great pleasure for me to greet here the leaders of the Economic Cooperation Organisation member-states and express a confidence that our joint efforts will bring success for the good of our peoples and states.


The ECO member-states represent a unique geo-strategic area, enjoy an enormous cultural heritage, ancient civilization and have wonderful traditions.


Many countries have been acquiring both regional and global importance by their proved reserves of mineral and energy resources, by capacities related to creating transit infrastructure.


Within the last six years of joint cooperation in the ECO framework we have managed to establish appropriate conditions and legal basis, as well as gained the broad experience that enables us to join our efforts in achieving the goals which are of vital importance for our region’s development.


At the same time one should admit that the ECO has not yet reached the level of consolidation of cooperation which would give an opportunity to fully accomplish the projects and programmes vitally important for the region. So that each ECO member state itself had experience the efficiency and weight of projects. In such conditions, in our opinion, an excessive scattering of efforts may undermine the efficiency and expectations that could be gained through initiatives being taken within the ECO.


In this respect we don’t feel that at present there is a persistent necessity in setting up the set of various institutions and structures of the Organisation, which in future well may rather erode the major ECO objectives and final goals, than focus our attention, our opportunities and efforts on implementing the principal programmes and projects that are of urgent priority for our region at the current stage.


It is our firm conviction that at the moment no one can ignore the realities of our coexistence and neighbourhood, the acute problems caused by confrontation and war in the certain countries of our region; which have been for many years inflicting an irreparable damage on our peoples and states, as well as on the course of strengthening cooperation and confidence among the countries of the region.


Referring to the prospects of our cooperation I would like to attribute a special attention to the issues related to shaping a modern and developed communications system as without it currently it is impossible to fully utilize a huge economic potential available in the region for the benefit of our peoples.


I am confident that all the states represented at this forum do realize the paramount importance that the construction of transport network and communication infrastructure constitute for development of the region and beyond.


In this context I want to note that the Ashgabat Extraordinary ECO Summit devoted to development of the regional transport and communication infrastructure, and promotion of the trans-national pipelines network in May 1997, was convened quite timely.


Along with this, critically assessing the state of things in that field, we witness that the adopted decision on expanding the transport network through up-grading existing and creating new transport routes is still far from being implemented.


I think at present it is necessary to stir up the process of decision making among the member states on the Programme of Actions for ECO Decade of Transport and Communications and to move to its phased and practical realization.


The trans-Caucasus route that provides an access to the European continent via cities of Turkmenbashi, Baku and the Georgian sea-ports is the most significant and realistic option for the Central Asian region.


The European Union and a number of international institutions positively evaluate the development of this direction which will allow to overcome the transport isolation and to make the Central Asian region even more accessible. The diversified TRACEKA project is targeted at implementing this very idea.


The Serakhs-Meshkhed-Bander-Abbas railroad commissioned in May, 1996 is acquiring great practical importance both for Uzbekistan and the entire region. Commissioning of this route has provided the Central Asian states with an opportunity to obtain an access to the seaports of the Persian Gulf. Completion of this project clearly demonstrates the prospects of practical cooperation of our countries within the ECO.


Building and maintenance of already functioning roads that link the countries of our region with the territories of China, South-East Asia and Japan assume great importance.


We are still interested in gaining access to the Pakistani ports in the Indian  Ocean via the territory of Afghanistan.


And it is only the continuing war and unstable situation in Afghanistan that lay a major obstacle in the course of realization of the Programme.


Special attention should be given to utilizing state-of-art technologies in developing telecommunication. Providing the linkage of the ECO member states’ telecommunication systems with the Trans-Asian-European Fiber-Optic System (TAEFOS) is highly illustrative in this respect.


The Uzbekistan section of fiber-optic cable line was completed in November, 1997. The digital equipment having been erected and put into operation allows to ensure a high quality East-West communication link through thousands of channels and provide video-conference communication.


I want to reiterate on another problem currently acute for the whole ECO region – the problem of drug production and trafficking.


Since its independence Uzbekistan has been taking substantial efforts and actually making concrete steps to combat narco—business.


Taking a sober view of consequences of drug trafficking, we should join our efforts to fight this evil.


I believe that the idea of drafting the ECO Memorandum of Understanding on cooperation in the filed of combating smuggling will essentially reinforce the efficiency of fight against illegal drug and arms trafficking. 

Dear Mr. Chairman,


We have agreed to avoid the political issues in the agenda, particularly such complicated points as situation in Afghanistan and Tajikistan. Nevertheless we are well aware that until there is a durable and lasting peace in these ECO member countries, one can hardly speak of a full-fledged economic cooperation within the framework of our community.


Moreover, the continuing war in Afghanistan and tensions in Tajikistan will permanently provoke political polarization of the states of the region and create a threat to stability in all the states of our region and beyond it.


I have no intention to suggest here the ways of political settlement and neither I will speak about who is to be blamed for the crisis to go on.


Meanwhile, in my view, it is becoming vitally important for the future development of the countries of the region to work out and put into practice a concrete and agreed assistance programme for Afghanistan and Tajikistan. And primarily, the programme should focus on rehabilitation of their economies. At present this problem has become one of the crucial ones for the countries of this region.


Summarizing the said above, I would like to stress once again that our initiatives and practical steps must be channeled, first and foremost, to accomplishing the economic and humanitarian objectives of our mutually beneficial cooperation. In this context, promoting of communications must become a principal element that is to link us.




In my opinion, our most significant task is to prevent any sort of efforts and opportunities for the certain countries to dominate and to create conditions when the adopted decisions meet the interests of all the ECO member-states and don’t go beyond the objectives we have united for.


Allow me on behalf of the delegation of the Republic of Uzbekistan to express a sincere gratitude to the government of the Republic of Kazakhstan, first of all to President Nursultan Nazarbaev, for extended hospitality and cordiality.


I am confident that the 5th ECO Summit in Almaty will give a new impetus to developing cooperation of the ECO countries.


Taking this opportunity, I want to congratulate President of Kazakhstan Mr. N. Nazarbaev on taking the ECO Chairmanship for the next term.


Thank you for your attention.
